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‘frammdiamfmmdthemvlnemmmsaon.manwhne,
aSunMyungMoonhadcomefromKoreatobulldhlsUnlfien-
-tlonChurchintothemostconh’overslalotallthecults,

which seemed to exist in'a constant b

e of charges
ranging from financial malfeasance to

. Ahostofmallerorlessoontroverslalmovm@mm- 'j
fpanledtheculu:YogiBhajan’ssliOgmup(oneeelloﬁvhlch

runs the Golden Temple Restaurant) Transcendental Med--

-Htation gnd Rev. Jm:ones'reopmrempxe,amonghund-'

Teds, perhaps thousands; of groups, " %,
The quest.was for certainty. JuatasChrlsﬂamlnhtean-

' tiquity had sought to flee the iron determinism of astrology,

these cultists mughtmempgbomchm'l‘heytendedto fier
. stress ‘their identification " with mlddle-class

_i'values, oftén dressing conservatively.

“l‘hecultpromlsestoprovide,andindeeddoea

provlde
# for the convinced convert, the assurance and absolutisin'the
largesocietysoconspicuouslylacks, state S. P. Hersh of the |
“National Institute of Mental Health and ‘Ann Macleod ‘of th
vUnivmityoanryland,mtpaperentlﬂed“culumd
“‘Youth Today.” “Oneethelnttlaldeclslonbmken—awjoln

"— the rest comes ready-made: what is right, what'i§" wrong,

The cults represent what anthropologlsls have long iden-
tified in cultures around the world as a revitalization move- -

ment, following on what anthropologist Anthony F. C. Wal- _ stet
* lace calls “a period of cultural distortion,” marked’ by such

things as alcoholism; “extreme passivity and lndolence, in- -

“tragroup violence, disregard of kinship and sexual mores, ir-
~responsibilityinpublicofﬁaals :

ok

movement develops, a erysl:allmﬁon of eountebhostﬂity
against unbelievers frequently occurs, and emphasis shifts

.;fromcln&vaﬂonottheideutoeomhatagamsttheunbe-
lieva'. -

‘“&‘A&’ -

1) That combat sometimes takes the ‘torm of Fidiéulon
‘high:stakes gamibles: the Children of God predicted the end
: of the world with the arrival of the comet Kohoutek; Guru

* Maharaj Ji's adherents rented the'Houston Astrodome fora

mammoth ‘convention at which ‘they predicted apocalyptic

emﬂrmaﬂohoftheirdocuine,evensepﬁngasidespacesm ’

themrklnglotfdrﬂyingsaucers. :

More recently, the Transoendemal Medltatlon ‘movement
-trled to bolster

mernbership
eouldtenehadherentstolevmteandﬂy

the government had maintained on the group One prank-

Divine Light Mission otﬁcial Last summer, 2 self-styled ren-
egade Mormon prophet nanied Immanuel David, who had
* been visited like Jones by holocaustic visions, killed himself.

"bl'l‘heoombathasukenharsherforms.lnthe,pastyear ‘
-members of Synanon, a California group originally founded
,'mthelssostou'eatdrugaddlctlbn.havebeenaccusedofat-

, tempting to murder a prosecutor by putl:lng arattlesnake in
. his mailbox. Members of the Church of Scientology, another
group dating from the '508, were mdlcl:ed for stealing ftiles

who hit Guru Maharaj Ji ini the face with a pié later had -
" his skull acHired with a hammer wieldéd, he charged, by a -



