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Jonwtown has beent reduced to: aicon- -
test between twe fast-moving’ ‘piblishers ..
-—Berkley, “which put out The" Post’s -:
book, and Bantam, which handled the :
< Chroniele’s—to see who could tap,the
. morbldlty market first, i
....... There may be other book pm]ects in -

“the works. And T stippose that in the :
\% ., Show-biz warrens of New York and Los -

£ Angeles i possibilities of film or televi- -¥orite: and, -in" Fhis icase, jtatally ;imadle-

sion docu-draritas on Mad Jim Jonésand. .
his cult are bemgrun up the flagpoles.
That's ‘the 'way'it: is these days, and .
there is no point in decrying it. But be-
fore the entrepreneurs take over, there.
aré a few'things that should’ be said -
about the coverage of-Jonestown: by @
the prmt and broadcast news media. "

hell of a story. And that is the way we .
covered'it. Acres of-riewsprint, hours of -
“air time were devoted to it.-All the shock-
‘ing’ developmenw—the airport murders,
‘the nightmare of mass suicide at the ;-
i Jonestown pavilion; the-escalating body
counts, the sickening task of removing >
the dead—were reported at length.
Never was the ability of television to
destroy the insulation of distance more -
7 dramatically’ demonstrated. Because ‘of

B henst, - mimawaym:ne

, [paper wﬂtsmnwr enkes ‘dbated . - It
‘Whén Time and Newsweek hit s with

eolor pictures, more hor-
televiston pice
tures because -ty *woukin't «gb saway,

:Both-news maghsines ed bodies :
- on their covers and pFoudly promtlted-
.what was insidesyer identical ’tiﬂes:.

+%The, Cult of Deiith.” Ne sweek
“-'Time, incxdenta]!y,
story to Time’s 9.

. Getting back to the dally eovei'age, the .
.Jow, That.fa- .

hype level was mercifully.
-quate word “bijatré” was overworked,

"“"of course, And: there were a-few at-
tempts -at’sensationalizing, a;story. that .~
- 1oads of shiny corpse containers with its
“evening meals and be unchanged? How
- ‘much can one read and hear about the

_was .sensational enough: For. example, a
- Chieago Tribune banner- headline:: “Re-
porterst ‘City of the Dead.”™ - - -

, As the week wore on there were the -
inewtable what-does-it-all-mean articles, -
It was What we call'in’this. busmm a ,dlscoursmg learnedly- on .cults and. pre- -

-vjous mass snicides and mixing reassure

.ances- (it has -happened ‘before) with
.-Or -have ‘we, :in self>defense, become

One eminent, ptmwydr of: the(blg‘.pw- #

“foreboding (today’s soclew encoumges
-this sort of thing). .

- ture managed tomrgisteJonestown, ‘the
»Middle East negotiations and the SALT
talks, the common denominator being a
declme of mannuers and a confusion of
responsxblhty and authority.

I assessing the coverage, a nagging

over Kriowthut.
-when he’ became aware that the report-
ers were finding members of his com-

4rnunity who wantell out, e redized his
tcrunbﬂng ’na!rld :

wworid wiis
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““me‘mﬂﬂhavetoldusmmﬂ-'
Jonestown. But. the Jrger question”

Waenabledmmnmdaﬁnaﬂm

@sych:atﬁsis, the "ehavi
~gionists and eéven the philosophers will be
&m%mmmm
1:1ha ey
.whit Jonestown and ‘its’ V!gg thedia

" coverage:did to:the rest of us. Can a s0-

ciety take bloated bodies ‘and :trailer-

stench of death: and grisly- motumry lo-
gistics and come out unscathed? . &
: Are we emerging from the’ shared ex-
: perience of Jonestown more.caring and -
more aware of our common humanity?.

‘arderand move isolatet?
“The answers " UBSLioNs Rredm:
“poftant to'the publiciamtithe metlia. @ut 4

. they must’ come later. For now we can

say that the media did what they were '
suppdsed to do. As society’s messengers,
their job was to deliver a terrible and
mghtenmgmesage.Andtheydiditmﬂ. 1
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m aﬁmm‘m dﬁswﬁrmmnetobe- arnment‘s roie to declde which rebs- :
someawitlly

mmmmm :

g eiamyile
tﬂmmact."hewmte,“pﬂmsﬂyte—
. ¢ausé Jovernment ‘officials are timid
“about Brea aanchmrxes of ‘reli-

it B

“'It‘lsreasyen forthesmeDe-
partmlnt,theFBI, earmyandahost
of ofher agencies to spring to-action:
qftertcongressmanandanewsteam
are murdered and more than 700.{now. :
7t Qesst 912] members of the Peoples
'Yemple are found dead.” -

Nolasthannowanandotha'swho
arefmlﬂngthetmndityotthegovem-
ment.lwishthesmwﬁnsmedﬂnu
Guyana could have ‘been averted. Pers
hapsitwuldhav been.iftherehad
been some solid evidencé that Jones™
had threatened beforéhand to'do in 900 -

—otnine or.evenone—of lns.tollowas.

“ We did know some tlﬁngs that were
deeply- disturbing to a lot ‘of ‘us. We '
knew that Jones's followers seemed to
havean unhealthy commitment to him,
that thousands and thousands of dok
lars in Social Security and welfare
checks were being endorsed over tothe !
Peoples Temple, that hundreds of his .
members were signing their property .
lotheornnmﬂonandthatthe:em

f‘Quesﬁon.Womd'youuﬁelm ¢

. sich ssavesdlt, - gm!tmikgmnateandwhmhis-
o M wlut mimould we have onlya “cult™? oot
totake? - Should Abraham ‘have ham con-
‘Illatquesﬁonwith vmo&daumhdm\nderwhenhe y
‘his Peoples tricked lnsswwlpthn muntam

mmdua m Ahwest (e was 30
taking ordinery hardwork-

Yuu‘lmnthat ﬂley havﬂmn’ta!e&/ ing citizens into quitting their jobs and

“into their "~ abatl thelr f
giving up persunal property §ns m?%eu

“for the good of the organizfion ma:
“that they now live in unbelievably mod-*
‘est circumstances, working long, are " il M
ous hours for little or no pay. Evenon " ot

- those rare occasions whes'they areper.:

m,uses, gcus. ' h‘ls’w
“mitted. to leave the compound, they > blﬁeseleadershu" WM&I-”’

“must be aceompanled byat least -one. . temporaries.
other member:. ot T
For all you know, many, MW oola. ;-

(% and their followers' were. seen as nams

wxshtoescape,butperhlpsmmr ntmmmmum
for their lives if they try to get away. . ﬁm»ﬂtckormmmm
Maybe_ someonehaseon;vin ool ‘then  must thead With great care in protecting
‘that “some *unspeakable thing . worse peoplewhddonotszhtobeprotected-

thanphysicaldeathwﬂl’bethekldtif And ¥ must’ be

‘thiey turn on their oversbers. You sim- ‘more ureful when the hnpulse s to

ply don’t know.

ent investigation of thmrganmllbn
to see ‘what 'was going th? Or* would
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im Jones's héad, armong hxs foilowers

you scream bloody anti-Catholic mur- “und in theé American ‘soclety at largew.

der if the FBI raided the convent? . toproduce the tragedy at Jonestown. ~ ..
The point is, some things that Jook " ButT'm notmel’smmlsymudl

terrible when they, are done by Wame M the blame atthuut of gmxnew :

hers of “cults” seem perféctly all sight’ - tal “timidity.”

whentheyaredonebymmbmotu- .‘There mmthhahm
tabhsh g ment ean’t do for us—and, shnuldn't
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