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H
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e Story Is O
fficially O

ver, but the 
G

E
O

R
G

E
T

O
W

N
 

:O
N

E D
A

Y
 L

A
ST

 w
eek, the banner • 

headlines in G
uyana's governm

ent-
ow

n
ed

 m
orn

in
g p

ap
er su

d
d

en
ly 

shifted from
 the Jonestow

n tragedy to 
the shortage of chickens throughout 
the nation.. 

In the view
 of m

any G
uyanese, that 

W
es the official signal that as far. as 

they w
ere concerned, the Jonestow

n 
story w

as over. 
...71"he shopkeepers, the taxi drivers, 

the hotel 'clerks and the ordinary peo-1, 
ple on the streets of G

eorgetow
n, w

ho 
begged foreign journalists for m

ore 
inform

ation, still rem
ain bew

ildered 
b3t all that has happened, from

 the 
'horror of Jonestow

n itself to the de-
scent of hundreds of foreign journal-
idia on their sm

all country. 
;.","A

nd although few
 groups are m

ore 
entitled to a full explanation, the peo-
ple of G

uyana are the least likely ever 
tir„get one- 

	
• 

B
A

s in m
any poor countries,; the tw

o 
niajor 	

papers--the 'C
hronicle 

4d
 th

e C
itizen

—
aie govern

m
en

t-
ow

ned. Journalists screen their stories 
tliC

ou
gh

 a "
com

rad
e"

 station
ed

 in
  

their new
sroom

 by the M
inistry of In. ,  

intim
ation. T

he censorship has been 
hekvy in the gnvernm

ent papers, al-
though several oO

position new
spapers 

seem
 able to printw

hat they w
ant. 

',W
hen R

ep. L
eo R

yan (D
-C

alif.) first 
cam

e to the country, the governm
ent 

d
illies rep

orted
 on

ly th
at h

e w
as 

there for discussions w
ith G

uyanese 

officials. T
h

ere w
as n

o m
en

tion
 of 

Jonestow
n. 

A
 w

eek later, after R
yan and m

ore 
than 900 others w

ere dead, the papers 
m

ad
e n

o m
en

tion
 of th

e q
u

estion
s 

raised
 in

 th
e G

u
yan

ese P
arliam

en
t 

about how
 it all happened, about how

 
the w

eapons used to enforce the sui-
cid

e ord
er en

tered
 th

e cou
n

try, or 
about how

 Jonestow
n m

anaged to es-
cape the country's strict currency con-
trols and accum

ulate a stash of hun-
dreds of thousands and perhaps m

il-
lions of U

.S. dollars. 
A

nd w
hen questions w

ere posed by 
rep

orters, th
e govern

m
en

t's ch
ief 

sp
ok

esm
an

, In
form

ation
 M

in
ister 

S
h

irley- F
ield

-R
id

ley, literally fled
 

d
ow

n
 h

allw
ays of th

e ' P
arliam

en
t 

building to avoid them
. Subsequently 

she locked herself in bet office, refus-
ing to com

e out. 
W

hat little inside inform
ation local 

journalists could dig out  often
 

W
as 

fu
n

n
eled

 to
 fo

reig
n

 rep
o
rters. 

"T
here's nothing w

e can do w
ith this," 

one said. "It w
ould never m

ake it into 
print." 

A
T

 T
H

E
 H

E
IG

H
T

 of the activity in 
G

uyana, U
.S. E

m
bassy officials also 

b
egan

 lon
gin

g for an
 en

d
 to it all. 

T
hey w

ould rem
inisce about the w

ay 
things used to be. 	

• 
E

very new
 F

oreign Service officer 
sent to G

uyana, they said, had on im
-

portant lesson to learn right aw
ay. "If 

you sent a letter to the State D
epart-

m
ent that said 'G

uyana, S.A
.' on it, it 

w
ou

ld
 w

in
d

 u
p

 at th
e S

ou
th

 A
frica 

desk in W
ashington. 

"Y
ou had to learn to w

rite 'SO
U

T
H

 
A

M
E

R
IC

A
' all over it in big letters in 

order to m
ake sure it got to the right 

p
lace. T

h
ey n

ever h
eard

 of u
s• u

p
 

there," said one official. 
lom

ats in
 G

u
yan

a w
ere in

 G
u

yan
a. 

H
ard as the em

bassy staff tried dur-
ing the difficult period, efficiency and 
sensitivity seem

ed constantly to elude 
them

, especially w
hen they team

ed up 
w

ith the G
uyanese governm

ent. 
V

ictim
s o

f V
a
rio

u
s J

o
n

esto
w

n
 

crim
es, for exam

p
le w

ere p
laced

 in
 

th
e sam

e h
otel 'w

ith
 p

oten
tial su

s-
pects. T

hey glow
ered at each other for 

days. 
W

hen the w
hite em

bassy van arrived 
at P

eop
les T

em
p

le h
ead

q
u

arters in
 

G
eorgetow

n to pick up a batch of sur-
vivors for the trip back to the U

nited 
States, the highest-ranking U

.S. em
-

ploye on hand w
as the van's driver, a 

local chauffeur. 
U

ndoubtedly the m
ost unhappy em

-
bassy em

ploye w
as Stepney K

ibble, 
th

e p
ress sp

ok
esm

an
 w

h
o n

orm
ally 

runs the U
.S. library in G

eorgetow
n 

an
d

 is u
n

u
sed

 to d
ealin

g w
ith

 p
an

, 
icked A

m
erican reporters. 

"
T

h
ey m

ad
e m

e look
 lik

e an
 ass, 

"N
ibble w

ailed one m
orning. "T

hey 
m

ade m
e look like an ass on netw

ork 
television

. !4y 84year-old
 gran

d
-

m
other w

as probably w
atching. 

"T
hey called m

e a liar., T
hey called 

m
e an

 id
iot. T

h
ey called

 m
e an

 ass 
an

d
 everyth

in
g else u

n
d

er th
e su

n
. 

It's one thing to say the•U
nited States 

govern
m

en
t isn

't d
oin

g its job
, b

u
t 

w
hy do they have to get so personal 

about it?" 
w

as 

A
P

A
R

T
 F

R
O

M
 T

H
O

SE
 directly in-

volved in the' Jonestow
n horrot, the 

m
o
st tra

g
ic fig

u
re h

a
d

 to
 b

e th
e 

G
eorgetow

n optom
etrist in the bar at 

the T
ow

er H
otel. 

H
e had just been com

m
issioned to 

m
ake hundreds of pairs of glasses for 

the residents of Jonestow
n and had, 

in fact, delivered the spectacles to the 
cam

psite along w
ith a bill for 14,000 

G
uyanese dollars, equitralent to about 

$5,800. 
T

he next thing he knew
, everyone 

w
its dead. T

he glasses w
ere gone and 

the 'bill w
as never paid. 

It could put him
 out of business, the 

optim
etiist told reporters as he sipped 

another drink. "A
nd they w

ere going 
to m

ak
e m

e th
e official Jon

estow
n

 
supplier, too." 
pT

 for ad seven 
T

he foreigners represented another 
eitrem

e, som
etim

es no less distaste-
, ful. B

y the fifth or sixth day, m
any of 

the survivors had' been bought, sold 
and traded am

ong the m
ore m

erecen-
ary of the foreign journalists seeld,ng 
their story. 

T
his becam

e apparent w
hen report-

ers w
ere trying to interview

 one of the 
Jonestow

n fam
ilies that had survived. 

W
hile one of the younger daughters 



Imprint R emains 
spoke freely to reporters, other mem-
bers of the familt could be heard cau-
cusing in the background, discussing 
how to shut her up. 

"Our agent is going to be furious," 
said one. "We weren't supposed to be 
talking to anyone until he gave the 
word." 

In another corner of the same hotel, 
a representative of the National 
Enquirer sat guarding his purchase: 
one of the Jonestown survivors. When 
any other reporter would approach, 
the Enquirer representative would 
raise his hand to silence the survivor 
and remind him of the deal they had 
made. 

Some publications, especially the 
German magazines, were paying large 
sums for exclusive rights to the survi-
vors, reportedly as much as ;10,000. 

Money often was paid on the spot. 
, Payments were followed by a flow of 
prostitutes into the hotel late at night, 
apparently summoned by a few of the 
newly enriched survivors. 

Some American reporters who arri-
ved at Jonestown after most of the 
bodies had been cleared made much 
of the looting by Guyana residents 
that had -apparently gone on at the 
campsite after the mass suicide. 

When the reporters left, however, 
many had their pockets' stuffed with 
letters and documents left among the 
'debris by the hundreds of Jonestown 
victims. 

Some of the American GIs remov-
ing bodies from the scene seized the 
same opportunity. They sold their doc-
uments to reporters eager for any 
scrap of information for their stories. 

—Fred Barbash 


