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E

ach m
an has been involved far m

any 
y
ears in

 so
n
ic o

f th
e m

o
st sen

satio
n
al 

controversies in the U
nited S

tates. E
ach 

has been called a radical, and relished 
th

e rep
u
tatio

n
, b

u
t each

 h
as also

 b
een

 
called a publicity hound, even an oppor-
tunist. 

B
ut they are different m

en by tem
pera-

m
ent. M

ark L
ane and C

harles R
. G

arry, 
separated in ate by alm

ost a generation, 
one a feisty N

ew
 Y

orker, the other a re-
served S

an F
ranciscan. 

N
ow

, because of w
hat happened in a 

sm
all jungle clearing thousands of m

iles 
from

 their hom
es, the tw

o m
en have been 

throw
n into possibly the m

ost sensational 
controversy of their lives. If their ow

n ac-
counts yesterday in G

uyana are any indi-
cat ion, it very nearly ended their lives. - 

F
or both M

r. L
ane and M

r. G
arry, both 

law
y
ers; th

e trip
 to

 Jo
n
esto

w
n
 started

 

w
hen R

epresentative L
eo J. R

yan of C
ali-

fornia, acting on com
plaints by constitu-

ents, insisted on investigating personally 
the conditions at the jungle com

m
une of a 

religious sect called the P
eople's T

em
ple. 

H
elped A

rrange for T
rip 

F
ro

m
 co

rresp
o
n
d
en

ce b
etw

een
 th

e 
C

o
n
g
ressm

an
 an

d
 M

r. L
an

e th
at w

as 
m

ade available yesterday, it is clear that 
neither law

yer looked forw
ard to the trip, 

but w
hen M

r. R
yan decided to go to G

uya-
na, the tw

o law
yers, w

ho claim
ed to rep-

resen
t th

e cu
lt's lead

er, th
e R

ev
. Jim

 
Jones, helped m

ake the arrangem
ents. 

E
ach m

an's record, inside and outside 
of court, suggests resistance to "the es-
tablishm

ent." Just over tw
o decades ago, 

M
r. G

arry, now
 69 years old, w

as ordered 
to appear before the H

ouse tin-A
m

erican 
A

ctiv
ities C

o
m

m
ittee, to

o
k
 th

e F
ifth

 
A

m
endm

ent and refused to say w
hether 

T
H

E
 N

E
W

 Y
O

R
K

 T
IM

E
S

, T
U

E
S

D
A

Y
, N

O
V

E
M

B
E

R
 21, 1978 

C
ult's  Law

yers H
ave Long H

istory of controversial C
ases  

he had ever been a m
em

ber of the C
om

-
m

unist P
arty. H

e now
 says he never w

as. 
"I am

 m
ore than a liberal," M

r. G
arry, 

a h
u
sk

y
 m

an
 o

f m
ed

iu
m

 h
eig

h
t, o

n
ce 

said. "I am
 a radical." 

T
his self-characterization is borne out 

in
 th

e cases h
e h

as h
an

d
led

. H
is m

o
st 

publicized clients have been B
obby Scale, 

H
uey N

ew
ton and E

ldridge C
leaver, lead-

ers of the B
lack P

anthers. 
W

hat radicalized M
r. G

arry?' 
C

harles G
arry, born C

harles G
arabe-

dian, says: "I had to fight m
y w

ay hom
e 

from
 school every night through the anti-

A
rm

enian children of F
resno. I guess one 

of the things that m
akes m

e so incensed 
about w

hat's happening to black people is-
because I relate it to m

y early life and the 
d
iscrim

in
atio

n
 th

at I receiv
ed

 b
y
 ju

st 
being an ethnic A

rm
enian." 

B
ut defending radicals is not alw

ays 
lucrative, so it is accident cases and trial  

w
ork that have earned large sum

s for M
t. 

G
arry's S

an F
rancisco law

 firm
. 

F
or the 5I-year-old M

r. L
ane, how

ever, 
rad

icalism
, alb

eit o
f an

o
th

er so
rt, h

as 
proven rem

unerative. Ile has been a lead-
ing proponent of the conspiracy theory on 
the death of John F

. K
ennedy, and his 

book, "R
ush to Judgm

ent," disputing the 
W

arren C
om

m
ission's confirm

ation of 
the lone-assassin theory, w

as a best-sell-
er. M

r. L
ane says he believes there w

as a 
right-w

ing conspiracy to kill the P
resi-

dent. 
P

erhaps m
ore than m

ost radical law
-

yers, M
r. L

ane tends to be identified w
ith

 
the philosophies of his clients. R

epresent-
ing the A

m
erican Indians w

ho faced riot, 
arson and conspiracy charges after an in

-
cident at W

ounded K
nee, S

.D
., five years 

ago, he declared that the trial w
ould be a 

"m
ajor civil rights case for A

m
erican In-

dians." B
ut the Indians w

ere convicted, 
and legal experts do not view

 the case a
s 

a m
ajor civil-rights test. 

A
 book M

r. L
ane w

rote about veterans 
of the V

ietnam
 W

ar, "C
onversations w

ith 
A

m
erican

s," w
as ch

aracterized
 b

y
 

several review
ers as irresponsible. T

hat 
charge w

as also leveled at him
 w

hen, as a 
state A

ssem
b
ly

m
an

 fro
m

 M
an

h
attan

's 
W

est S
ide in the early 1960's, M

r. L
ane 

questioned the ethics of a form
er S

peak-
er. 

• 


