
Jo
n

esto
w

n
 p

aren
ts lam

en
t: 

ri f 3
d

1
' le

a
v
e
 u

s
 w

ith
 o

u
r m

e
m

o
rie

s
' 

SO
U

T
H

 B
E

N
D

, Ind. (A
P

) —
 W

hen 
G

ladys M
cK

inney heard the new
s of the 

bloody airstrip am
bush in G

uyana, she 
th

ou
gh

t to h
erself, "

V
ick

y w
ill com

e 
hom

e now
." 

N
ow

, m
ore th

an
 a m

on
th

 later th
e 

body of her 20-year-old daughter has 
been returned for burial here. 

V
icky M

cK
inney M

arshall w
as a vic-

tim
 of the m

ass m
urder-suicide of m

ore 
th

an
 900 m

em
b

ers of th
e P

eop
les 

T
em

ple in Jonestow
n, G

uyana. 
H

er body 
w

as retu
rn

ed
 h

ere 
from

 
D

over A
ir F

orce B
ase in D

elaw
are for 

private graveside services on Saturday. 
T

h
e b

od
ies of M

rs. M
cK

in
n

ey's son
-

in-law
, D

anny L
. M

arshall and her 18-
m

onth-old granddaughter, G
erina, w

ho 
also d

ied
 in

 Jon
estow

n
, rem

ain
 in

 
D

elew
are. 

"
T

h
ey (th

e S
tate D

ep
artm

en
t) are 

sen
din

g n
o b

ab
ies b

ack
 b

ecau
se th

ey 
can

n
ot m

ak
e p

ositive id
en

tification
,"

 
M

rs. M
cK

in
n

ey said
 in

 an
 in

terview
 

w
ith the South B

end T
ribune. 

"I've b
een

 tryin
g to locate D

an
n

y's 
father in C

alifornia but have had no suc-
cess," she said. 

M
rs. M

cK
in

n
ey said

 sh
e w

an
ted

 to 
have the body of her son-in-law

 brought 
here. 

"B
ut I didn't have the m

oney. I called 
the R

ed C
ross like the State D

epartm
ent 

ad
vised

 b
u

t th
ey referred

 m
e to fou

r 
churches after they said they didn't do 
this kind of assistance," she said. 

She explained that ever since the N
ov. 

22 w
hen the State D

epartm
ent called to 

inform
 her V

icky's nam
e w

as on the list  

of victim
s, "W

e have w
anted to avoid 

being pointed out as those people w
ho 

had relatives in G
uyana. 

"
T

h
is is so

m
eth

in
g
 tra

g
ic, n

o
t 

sensational," M
rs. M

cK
inney said, ad-

ding, "w
e w

ould like to keep everything 
low

-k
ey an

d
 b

e left alon
e w

ith
 ou

r 
m

em
ories...T

he pain and w
ondering of 

w
hy w

ill be w
ith m

e for a long tim
e." 

She declined to say anything about the 
R

ev
. J

im
 J

o
n

es, th
e lea

d
er o

f th
e 

P
eop

les T
em

p
le, w

h
o also d

ied
 at 

G
u

yan
a. "

I saw
 h

im
 on

ce, b
u

t n
ever 

h
eard

 h
im

 sp
eak

. I w
ou

ld
 n

ot h
ave 

w
a
n

ted
 to

. M
y
 b

eliefs a
re m

o
re 

traditional." 
C

a
llin

g
 h

erself a
 "

ch
risten

ed
 

M
ethodist", M

rs. M
cK

inney said she 
believes in "this country's declaration 
for freedom

 of religion. 

"I can't understand w
hy they call the 

P
eoples T

em
ple a cult." she said. "T

o 
the people, it w

as their church and no 
different than you or m

e going across 
the street to w

orship in the traditional 
w

ay." 
M

rs. M
cK

inney is convinced that in 
the beginning, the P

eoples T
em

ple had 
to b

e d
oin

g som
e good

 b
ecau

se "
old

 
b

lack
 p

eop
le w

ill n
ot give u

p
 th

eir 
m

oney that easy. A
nd young black peo-

ple usually don't have m
uch m

oney to 
give." 

She believes it is possible that pow
er 

w
arped Jones and said that she began to 

feel uneasy about G
uyana in Septem

ber 
w

h
en

 letters th
at h

ad
 b

een
 w

ritten
 

regu
larly b

y h
er d

au
gh

ter stop
p

ed
 

com
ing. M

cK
in

n
ey

 sa
id

 a
 so

n
 in

 
C

alifornia called her asking if she could 
find out w

hat w
as happening there after 

rum
ors began circulating in F

rancisco, 
w

here her daughter and fam
ily had liv-

ed until going to Jonestow
n last year. 

M
rs. M

cK
inney w

as not specific about 
the rum

ors saying, only "they w
ere the 

sam
e rum

ors w
hich led C

ongressm
an 

R
yan to go to G

uyana. 


