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Lient . . . it is almost too much for one. person. :

MARK LANE’S connection, with Jonestown and
Peoples Temple comes in the autumn years of a life-
long career of championing causes that interest him.
He grew up a bright bul shy youth in the pleasant,
middieclass Jewish neiffiborhood of-Flatbush in |
Brooklyn with an older brother and a younger sister, !
the children of a certified public accountant who
had the family name changed from Levin to Lane.

After high school and a tour of duty with the Ar-
my in postwar Europe, Lane came home uncertain
¢i what to do with his life. An. aptitude test nar-
mama the choice to law or journalism. He opted for

aw,

In the following years Lane has spent much of his
time championing causes that have identified him
with both the Old and the New Left. He tried to
save the Rosenbergs, campaigned against the House i
6l Un-American Activities Committes, worked for re-
form of New York's Democralic Party, ‘and accused -
attendants at New York State homes for the mental-
)y retarded of brutalizing young palients.

WHEN LANE wacn’t fighting for eancec, he wac
praclicing law on Manhattan's Upper East Side. “My
mesnery of him back then,” recalis singer Martha
Schlamme, the second of Lane's three wives, “was
that he was imbued with the will to change the
world. His heart bled for the people. Unfortunately. it
didr’t blred enough for me.”

But fevmer law partner Seymour Ostrow said
Lane's massion jor the people lasted only as long as
the media atient:on on the case he was working on.
“I'd end up handling the work after he squeezed all
the newsworthiness out of it,” said Ostrow, who did
zo! part with Lane on friendly terms. :

After a tumultuous two-vear term in the New Vor!
State Assembly, Lane sought a congressional seat in
1961. But not before getting himself arrested as a
Freedom rider trying to integrate a Mississippi rest-
‘room, one of 16 times, Lane says, he has been ar-
rested while pursuing a cause. . :
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HIS RACE for Congress was run aground by ‘dis._
closure of $415 in unpaid parking tickets. His sister !
Anz, who worked on the campaign. said it was probe '
ably she and other campaign workers using Lane's

car who got the tickets.

But i the scofflaw imagé wasn’t cnough, rumors
of some cxotic pholographs of a menage a trois sup-
posedly starring Lane with {wo prostitutes, was. Ex-
cept for a. mock run at the presidency with Dick L
Gregory in 1968, that ended his carcer in electorial
politics. 3 ’

‘< But Lane soon found a new career. His was one of

the earliest and loudest voices to protest the conclu-
sion that Lee Harvey Oswald was the lone assassin
of John F. Kennedy in 1963. : :

A legal brief he wrote in defense of Oswald caught,
the eye of 2 New York editor who encouraged him
to turn it into a hook. “Rush To Judgment” was the ,
third book to challenge the Warren Commission’s o
conclusions. But it was the best-selling one, and how-.:
ever much it was criticized, as with Lane himself, -
the one to do the most to incite public interest in a
“e-examination of the assassinaiion.

LANE HAS produced five other books, including
*Code Name Zorro,” (with Dick Gregory) about the

v H v wbive T esllamem Trie.. Yo PT_
pceaccination of the Do, Moréin Talher Ting Ji. i »

has given hundreds of lectures on both assassina-
tions, coproduced a documentary bascd on ““Rush To

“Judgment,” and co-writlen a feature movie, “Execu-

tive Action,” wili: old friend Donald Freed, that
theorized that munitions makers were behind Ken-
vedy’s murder. .

Throughout the *60s and *76s Lane was a vocal op-
ponent of the war in Viet Nam. He spent two years
near Mountain Home Air Force Base in Idaho en-
couraging South Vietnamese pilots and American GIs
to defect or ask for conscientious objector status,

When leaders of the American Indian Movement
occupied Wounded Knce, Lane moved to South Dako-
ta to work on: the Wounded Knee Legal Offense-

- Defense Commiltee. His most recent efforts are to

win a jury trial for James Earl Ray and open a
deeper probe into the King assassination.

+ Friends know Lane as a gourmet cook, a lover of |

plants, and a passoniate worker whose
entire life revolves around his current
cause.

“There’s just no difference between
night amd day for him,” said sister
Ann Lane, a historian who.spent her
summer vacation with him this year in
California, “He works all the time; He
goes at an incredible pace. His life is
not normal. His rhythms aren’t like
the rest of ours.”

LANE’S FIRST awareness of Jim
Jones and the Peoples Temple came
last summer through his old friend and
coworker Ronald Freed. i

Charles Garry had given Freed's .
name to Jones as a writer who would
preduce a sympathetic chronicle of the
Jonestown experiment. Freed spent two
weeks in Jonestown and on his return
communicated his enthusiasm for the
commune as an incipient socialist
Utopia to his old friend Lane. Freed
alto mentiéned Lane to Jores as just
the man to conduct a counteroffensive !
‘against what Jones said was a govern. -
ment conspiracy against him.

At Jones’ invitation, Lane traveled to
Guyana in September and spent two
days at the jungle commune, where he
learned just how far from religion the
Peoples Temple had come. At his first !
dinner in Jonestown, he sat at the "
table waiting for someone to say grace
before picking up his fork. “Are you
waiting for grace?” he recalls Jones |
asking. “OK everybedy,” Jones said,
“What do we say about grace?” The
reply came in unison and Lane was
stunned by it: “F__ God.”

TWO DAYS was also sufficient time
for Lane to tell a reporter for the

Georgetown Chronicle that “I have
concluded that there is a conspiracy 3'

+destroy the Peoples Temple, Jones-

v .

town, and Jim Jones.” Lane added
that his conclusions were the result of

done by the Citizens Committee of In-

quiry, his long-§tanding organization, to
keep up interest in the Kermedy assas-
sination.

*“the first international investigation”™ |
|
!

|
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i Lane told the reporter he had come
‘to Guyana “specifically fo investigate
-allegations made in San Francisco

against -Bishop Jones and the Peoples
Temple.” .

is very responsive to intelligence or-

.

there,” he says at machine gun speed

+, | in a tone that manages to be both in-

dignant and pleasant at the same time,
“Yet I remain the only person in the

s -

{

i ‘There’s just no difference

- between night and day for

- him,” Ann Lane says of her

- brother Mark. ‘He works all

i the time. He goes atan ,_
incredible pace. Hs life is not
normal. His rhythms aren’tlike
therestofours.” -

Ryan not to go. I also at that time
was a lot less informed of the prob-
lems down there than_ others.”

* It is practically the first thing out of -

- his mouth on the show, and it is the
_ikind of statement that has endeared
‘Lane to so many journalists trying to
--separate fact from self-serving hyper-
\,,. bole. Congressman Ryan probably
1 knew almost as much as Lane. He was

" briefed by former Jonestown residents

B “ . i R

© _ “There has been wide publicity in San

" Francisco about the allegations and I _
have read the charges thoroughly,”
Lane is quoted as saying. “I found no

. foundation in these charges.” He said

i he would complete a report in 60 to 90

days, and that meanwhile he had rec-

ommended civil action be taken

against “‘agencies in the United

. States.” .

. BUT IF Lane could give Jonestown
a clean bill of health after a two-day

visit, he was soon to meet someone

who would provide him with some -

shattering insights beyond the surface

appearance of life at the commune.

She is Terri Buford, and Lane met her

while leaving Jonestown in September,

At 26, Buford had been with Peoples .

Temple virtually her entire aduilt life. )

;A thin, pale woman with perpetually
frightened eyes, Buford was counted
among those most loyal to Jones. But
weary of the rigors of life at the com-

. mune, she had asked to be transferred
to the temple office in-San_Francisco.

i A month later she defected and

i placed herself in Lane’s hands. Lane
later told a reporter in early De-
cember that before the Ryan trip
Buford had revealed to him the plans

. for mass suicide, the stockpile of guns,

and the use of drugs to keep members.

- enslaved. .

" _ Now, several weeks later on the

- Memphis television show, he is remem.

. bering some of that, and trying to for.

“ get some of it too. g

“THAT SEGMENT of the nicdia that

Deborah Layton Blakey .and Grace
Stoen in Washington Nov_ 13 Rlakey
had defected from Jonestown early last
summer and was in a position to know
almost as much as Buford. Still, Jones
had deteriorated considerably in the
late summer and fall, and Buford wag
in a far better position to know his
most recent state of mind.

| LANE'S CLAIM that he begged Ryan -

Inot to go has little backing, “Leo
- | mever talked to Mark Lane,” said Joe

Holsinger, a top aide on Ryan’s staff.

“There_was_absolutely no warning of
any problem down there from Lane.

Any indication he tried fo save them

from their fate is totally false.”

“Lane did try to reach Ryan, and in-
stead was referred to an attorney for
the House Foreign Affairs Committee
who doesn’t recall any pleading on

Lane’s part.

. One newspaper account quotes him

as_knowing of tranquilizer-seasoned

grilled cheese sandwiches in the Jones-

town dining room and not warning

anypne. Lane has called the writer of

that article — whom he tried to single
-out for favored treatment in Jonestown
—,aliar, and told another reporter he
never was offered.a cheese sandwich
and never would have suspected they
contained drugs. .

He contends that those news organi-
zations that either misquote him or®
show him in an unfavorable light are
*“‘very responsive to intelligence organi-
zations.” ‘Lane can point to a Freedom
of Information Act claim he had the
ACLU file with the FBI several years

~~~ago-as producing good reason for that

_belief. The results, according to an ac-

. | ganizations tried to focus the blame on
- i me for Congressman Ryan’s visit i

entire world.who beeged Congressman. __IF IT_HAPPENED once it caz hap-

count in the Baltimore News-American,
revealed that Lane and other critics of

" the Warren Report had been under
surveillance by the FBI and were the

| to &ms.m.&n them.

- the news media is willing to say it

. happened 15 years ago, 10 years ago,
but not today,” he said. “Ten years
from now they’ll be willing to say it
happened today.”

* Lane’s image in the media, with or
without help, is as someone who pro-
fits from tragedy, although friends say
he pumps whatever money he makes
back into the causes he is working on.
His only self-indulgence is fashionable
civilies, says Zi-year iriend and ieciure

agent Pat Pomerantz, who recalls sign- . :

ing over a Lane lecture check to the
Wounded Knee Legal Offense-Defense
Committee.

“Vincent Bugliosi wrote and lectured:
. about the Manson murders. F. Lee
+ Bailey and Louis Nizer have both writ-
ten books and lectured about criminal
- cases they've been involved in. What's
the difference between these people
and Mark?” Pomerantz said.

When his crities accuse him of pro-

‘“ fiting from tragedy, Lane points to the

! quickie books on the Jonestown

_ tragedy produced by the Washington

; Post and’San Francisco Chronicle re-

+_porters who were there. “Why isn’t
anyone saying that they’re profiteering

_ off tragedy?” he said.

. Lane also has been faulted for his
apparent love of publicity, a tendency
that at times causes him to speak be-

+ fore'he thinks. “I think public re-
! lations-wise he handled the Guyana
thing very badly?’ said longtome
. friend Dick Gregory.
*“The longer he was back from Guya-
na, the more things he talked about.
That didn't help any.” :

BUT A CONSIDERABLE factor be- :
hind his image is the image makers .
i themiselves, the press, and their at-
t tempts to deal with Lane's often excit- |
, able, cavalier, and occasionally fanciful
use of language. ‘Lawyers are usually ¢
i very careful with words,” said Chicago
Tribune Atlanta correspondent Tim
 McNulty, who has covered Lane-at
press conferences both in Guyana and

H

objects of altempts by federal agencies s 'S
e : w ments, it is a weird juxtaposition. You

| Tennessee. *'But he cares more for the
impact than the truth of those words.

.i For anybody who spends his working

: days trying to get at truth and then
. comes up against Mark Lane’s state.

get fretful that someone is going to be-

. p thing h s. And what it
. Pen again, reasons Lane. “Everyone in Heve everything he say

something he says is true? Who's go-

; ing to be able to. pick it out?” .

i Such feelings have created a credibil-

- ity problem for Lane with reporters,
whether they have had any direct ex-

! perience with him or not. And that

. credibility problem, say some news-

. men, can create a negative bias.

“If you do a story about Lane, you
feel obliged to put something in to
knock him,” said CBS correspondent
Bill Stout, who has covered Lane on
and off since 163. “You sneer at im
while you tell what he has to say. If
you dor’t do that editors, producers -
and readers will get all uptight. To
preve we're not gullible, we dump on
him each time we deal with him.”

YET IN THE meantime, whether
they like it or not, the weight of his-
i tory is pushing many Americans
i toward the Lane position on some is-
| sues. Millions of Americans are drawn
to theories of assasination conspiracy.
And revelations by the Church eommit-
. tee have given credibility to charges of
! manipulation of people and events by
federal intelligence and law enforce-
ment agencies.
But somehow when Lane utters such .
charges today, as is often his wont,
the credibility goes awash. The early
bird of conspiracy theories can rumi-
nate about Peoples Temple hit lists
and secret assassination squads, and
say things like “there is a force at
work. , . .” It’s, ironically, the same
phrase used by a now-dead Jonestown
resident in describing to a Washington
Post reporter the problems of the
. Peoples Temple: *. . . some force is
working to disrupt and agitate. _ . .’
It is all swirling about Mark Lane,
| who is counsel, witness, and partici-
pant, and there are times when it just
i may be too much. - .
“I feel at this point there’s no place
to go to,” he said. “I feel like the guy .
Robert Redford played in ‘Three Days
of the Condor,’ at the end, that there's
no place for good guys to go.”
. Chicagn Tribune Press Service



