
Tem
po 

G
uyana tragedy 

puts M
ark L

ane 
back in lim

elight. 
C

ontinued from
 1st T

em
po page 

L
ent 	

it is alm
ost too m

u
ch

 for one person. 
M

A
R

K
 L

A
N

E
'S connection. w

ith Jonestow
n and 

P
eop

les T
em

p
le com

es in
 th

e au
tu

m
n

 years of a life-
lon

g career of ch
am

p
ion

in
g cau

ses th
at in

terest h
im

. 
H

e g
rew

 u
p

 a b
righ

t but shy you
th

 in
 th

e p
leasan

t. 
m

iddle-class Jew
ish neighborhood of -F

latb
u

sh
 in

 	
, 

B
rook

lyn
 w

ith
 an

 old
er b

roth
er an

d
 a you

n
ger sister, 

th
e ch

ild
ren

 of a certified
 p

u
b

lic accou
n

tan
t w

h
o 

h
ad

 th
e fam

ily n
am

e ch
an

ged
 from

 L
evin

 to L
an

e. 
A

fter h
igh

 sch
ool an

d
 a tou

r of d
u

ty w
ith

 th
e A

r-
m

y in
 p

ostw
ar E

u
rop

e, L
an

e cam
e h

om
e u

n
certain

 
of w

h
at to d

o w
ith

 h
is life. A

n
. ap

titu
d

e test nar- 
• 

row
ed

 th
e ch

oice to law
 or jou

rn
alism

. lie op
ted

 for ! 
law

. 
In the follow

ing years L
ane has spent m

uch of his 
tim

e cham
pioning causes that have identified him

 
w

ith both the O
ld and the N

ew
 L

eft. H
e tried

 to 
save the R

osenbergs. cam
paigned against the H

ouse 
of U

n-A
m

erican A
ctivities C

om
m

ittee, w
orked for re-

form
 of N

ew
 Y

ork
's D

em
ocratic P

arty,'an
d

 accu
sed

 
attendants at N

ew
 Y

ork State hom
es I or the m

ental-
)y retarded of brutalizing young patients. 

W
H

E
N

 L
A

N
E

 w
a
s
n

't fip
h

tin
r .  fo

r e
n

tIc
k
, h

r. %
v
a
c
 

p
racticin

g law
 on

 M
an

h
attan

's U
p

p
er E

ast S
id

e. "M
y 

m
em

ory of h
im

 b
ack

 th
en

,"
 recalls sin

ger M
arth

a 
S

ch
lam

m
e; th

e secon
d

 of L
an

e's th
ree w

ives, "
w

as 
N

at h
e w

as im
b

u
ed

 w
ith

 th
e w

ill to ch
an

ge th
e 

w
orld. H

is heart bled for the people. U
nfortunately. it 

d
id

n
't b

led
 en

ou
gh

 for m
e."

 
B

u
t foisn

er law
 p

artn
er S

eym
ou

r O
strow

 said
 

L
an

e's p
assion

 ;or th
e p

eop
le lasted

 on
ly as long as 

th
e n

asd
ia atten

t:on
 on

 th
e case h

e w
as w

ork
in

g on
. 

"
I'd

 en
d

 u
p

 h
an

d
lin

g th
e w

ork
 after h

e sq
u

eezed
 all 

th
e n

ew
sw

orth
in

ess ou
t of it,"

 said
 O

strow
, w

h
o d

id
 

n
ot p

art w
ith

 L
an

a on
 frien

d
ly term

s. 
A

fter a tu
rm

ilteou
s tw

o-year term
 in

 th
e N

ew
 Y

ork
 

S
tate A

sseM
b

ly, L
an

e sou
gh

t a con
gression

al seat in 
1961. B

u
t n

ot b
efore gettin

g h
im

self arrested
 as a 

F
reedom

 rider trying to integrate a M
ississippi rest-

'room
, on

e of 16 tim
es, L

an
e says, h

e h
as b

een
 ar-

rested
 w

h
ile p

u
rsu

in
g a cau

se. 

H
IS R

A
C

E
 for'congress w

as run aground by 'dig-.  
closure of $415 in unpaid parking tickets. H

is sister 
A

nn, w
ho w

orked on the C
am

paign, said it w
as prob. ' 

ably she and other cam
paign w

orkers using L
ane'S 

,car w
h

o got th
e tick

ets. 
B

u
t if th

e scofflaw
 im

age w
asn

't en
ou

gh
, ru

m
ors 

of som
e exotic p

h
otograp

h
s of a m

en
age a trois sup-

posedly starring L
ane w

ith tw
o prostitutes, w

as. E
xe 

cep
t for a m

ock
 ru

n
 at th

e p
resid

en
cy w

ith
 D

ick
 

G
regory in

 1960, th
at en

d
ed

 h
is career in

 electorial 
polities. 
's B

u
t L

an
e soon

 fou
n

d
 a n

ew
 career. H

is w
as one of 

th
e earliest an

d
 lou

d
est voices to protest the conclu-

sion
 th

at L
ee Ilarvey O

sw
ald

 w
as th

e lon
e assassin

 
of John F

. K
ennedy in 1963. 	

' 
A

 legal b
rief h

e w
rote in

 d
efen

se of O
sw

ald
 cau

gh
t, ' 

th
e eye of a N

ew
 Y

ork
 ed

itor w
h

o en
cou

raged
 h

im
 

to tu
rn

 it in
to a h

ook
. "

R
u

sh
 T

o Ju
d

gm
en

t"
 w

as th
e 

third book to challenge the W
arren C

om
m

ission's 
'ainclusions. B

dt it w
as the best-selling one, and how

-s; 
ever m

u
ch

 it w
as criticized

, as w
ith

 L
an

e h
im

self,. 
th

e on
e to d

o th
e m

ost to in
cite P

u
b

lic in
terest in

 a 
re-exam

ination of the assassination. 
L

A
N

E
 H

A
S produced five other books, including 

"C
ode N

am
e Z

orro," (w
ith D

ick G
regory) about the 

esezesin
etien

e! the  R
e

- 	
L

u
h

ar 
	. 

has given hundreds of lectures on both assassina-
tions, coproduced a docum

entary based on ."R
ush T

o 
Judgm

ent," and co-w
ritten a feature m

ovie, "E
xecu-

tive A
ction," w

it:" old friend D
onald F

reed, that 
theorized that m

in-aim
s m

akers w
ere behind K

en- 
nedy's m

urder. 	
• 

T
h

rou
gh

ou
t th

e '60s an
d

 '70s L
an

e w
as a vocal op

-
p

on
en

t of th
e w

ar in
 V

iet N
am

. H
e sp

en
t tw

o years 
near M

ountain H
om

e A
ir F

orce B
ase in Idaho en-

couraging South V
ietnam

ese pilots and A
m

erican G
Is 

to defect or ask for conscientious objector status. 
W

hen leaders of the A
m

erican Indian M
ovem

ent 
occupied W

ounded K
nee, L

ane m
oved to South D

alzo-
ta to w

ork on the W
ounded K

nee L
egal O

ffense- 
, D

efen
se C

om
m

ittee. H
is m

ost recen
t efforti are to 

w
in

 a ju
ry trial for Jam

es E
arl R

ay an
d

 op
en

 a 
deeper probe into the K

ing assassination. 
, F

rien
d

s k
n

ow
 L

an
e as a gou

rm
et cook

, a lover of 
- 	

-  

plants, and a passoniate w
orker w

hose 
entire life revolves around his current 
cau

se. 
"T

here's just no difference betw
een 

n
igh

t an
ti d

ay for h
im

,"
 said

 sister 
A

nn L
ane, a historian w

ho.spent her 
su

m
m

er vacation
 w

ith
 h

im
 th

is year in
 

C
alifornia, "H

e w
orks all the tim

e 
H

e 
goes at an

 in
cred

ib
le p

ace. H
is life is 

not norm
al. H

is rhythm
s aren't like 

th
e rest of ou

rs."
 

L
A

N
E

'S F
IR

ST
 aw

areness of Jim
 

Jon
es an

d
 th

e P
eop

les T
em

p
le cam

e 
last sum

m
er through his old friend and 

cow
orker R

onald F
reed. 

C
harles G

arry had given F
reed's . 

n
am

e to Jon
es as a w

riter w
h

o w
ou

ld
 

produce a sym
pathetic chronicle of the 

Jonestow
n experim

ent. F
reed spent tw

o 
w

eeks in Jonestow
n and on his return 

com
m

unicated his enthusiasm
 for the 

com
m

une as an incipient socialist 
U

top
ia to h

is old
 frien

d
 L

an
e. F

reed
 

also m
en

tion
ed

 L
an

e to Jon
es as ju

st 
the m

an to conduct a counteroffensive 
again

st w
h

at Jon
es said

 w
as a govern

-
m

ent conspiracy against him
. 

A
t Jones' invitation, L

ane traveled to
.  

G
uyana in Septem

ber and spent tw
o 

d
ays at th

e ju
n

gle com
m

u
n

e, w
h

ere h
e 

learned just how
 far from

 religion the 
P

eop
les T

em
p

le h
ad

 com
e. A

t h
is first 

d
in

n
er in

 Jon
estow

n
, h

e sat at th
e 

tab
le w

aitin
g for som

eon
e to say grace 

before picking up his fork. "A
re you 

w
aitin

g for grace?"
 h

e recalls Jon
es 

asking. "O
K

 everybody," Jones said, 
"W

hat do w
e say about grace?" T

he 
rep

ly cam
e in

 u
n

ison
 an

d
 L

an
e w

as 
stu

n
n

ed
 b

y it: "
F

._
 G

od." 
T

W
O

 D
A

Y
S w

as also sufficient, tim
e 

for L
an

e to tell a rep
orter for th

e 
G

eorgetow
n C

hronicle that "I have 
con

clu
d

ed
 th

at th
ere is a con

sp
iracy to 

destroy the P
eoples T

em
ple, Jones-

tow
n, and Jim

 Jones.". L
ane added 

that his conclusions w
ere the result of 

•"the first international investigation" 
done by the C

itizens C
om

m
ittee of In-

quiry, his long-standing organization, to 
k

eep
 u

p
 in

terest in
 th

e K
en

n
ed

y assas- 
sination. 	

• 

7
.
7
 
s

-ss, 



- L
an

e told
 th

e rep
orter h

e h
ad

 com
e 

'to G
uyana "specifically to investigate 

allegations m
ade in San F

rancisco 
again

st-B
ish

op
 Jon

es an
d

 th
e P

eop
les 

T
em

ple." 

'There's just no difference 
betw

een night and day for 
bkn,' A

nn Lane says of her 
brother M

ark. 'H
e w

orks all 
1 the tim

e. H
e goes at an 

incredible pace. H
is life is not 

norm
al. H

is rhythm
s aren't like 

the rest of ours.' 

"T
here has been w

ide publicity in San 
F

rancisco about the allegations and I 
have read the charges thoroughly," 
L

an
e is q

u
oted

 as sayin
g. "

I fou
n

d
 n

o 
fou

n
d

ation
 in

 th
ese ch

arges." H
e said

 
h

e w
ou

ld
 com

p
lete a rep

ort in
 60 to 90 

d
ayt, an

d
 th

at m
ean

w
h

ile h
e h

ad
 ree-

1 om
m

ended civil action be taken 
again

st "
agen

cies in
 th

e U
n

ited
 

S
tates."

 

B
U

T
 IF

 L
ane could give Jonestow

n 
a clean

 b
ill cf h

ealth
 after a tw

o-d
ay 

visit, h
e w

as soon
 to m

eet som
eon

e 
w

h
o w

ou
ld

 p
rovid

e h
im

 w
ith

 som
e • 

shattering insights beyond the surface 
ap

p
earan

ce of life at th
e com

m
u

n
e. 

S
h

e is T
erri B

u
ford

, an
d

 L
an

e m
et h

er 
w

hile leaving Jonestow
n in Septem

ber. 
A

t 26, B
u

ford
 h

ad
 b

een
 w

ith
 P

eop
les - 

T
em

p
le virtu

ally h
er en

tire ad
u

lt life. 
A

 thin, pale w
om

an w
ith perpetually 

frightened eyes, B
uford w

as counted 
am

on
g th

ose m
ost loyal to Jon

es. B
u

t 
w

eary of th
e rigors of life at th

e com
-

m
u

n
e, sh

e h
ad

 ask
ed

 to b
e tran

sferred
 

to th
e tem

p
le office in

 S
an

 F
ran

cisco. 
A

 m
on

th
 later sh

e d
efected

 an
d

 
placed herself in L

ane's hands. L
ane 

later told
 a rep

orter in
 early D

e-
cem

b
er th

at b
efore th

e R
yan

 trip
 

B
u

ford
 h

ad
 revealed

 to h
im

 th
e p

lan
s 

for m
ass su

icid
e, th

e stock
p

ile of gu
n

s, 
an

d
 th

e u
se of d

ru
gs to k

eep
 m

em
b

ers. 
enslaved. 

N
ow

, several w
eek

s later on
 th

e 
M

em
p

h
is television

 sh
ow

, h
e is rem

em
-

b
erin

g som
e of th

at, an
d

 tryin
g to for-

get som
e of it too. 

"T
H

A
T

 SE
G

M
E

N
T

 of the n
icd

ia that  

I is very responsive to intelligence or-
gan

ization
s tried

 to focu
s th

e b
lam

e oti 
m

e for C
ongressm

an R
yan's visit 

t th
ere,"

 h
e says at m

ach
in

e gu
n

 sp
eed

 
lin a tone that m

anages to be both in-
d

ign
an

t an
d

 p
leasan

t at th
e sam

e tim
e. 

"
Y

et I rem
ain

 th
e on

ly p
erson

 in
 th

e 
entire w

orld.w
ho beeged C

ongressm
an 

! R
yan

 n
ot to go. I also at th

at tim
e 

-I w
as a lot less in

form
ed

 of th
e p

rob
-

e lem
s dow

n therethan. others." 
 

t It is p
ractically th

e first th
in

g ou
t of 

h
is m

ou
th

 on
 th

e sh
ow

, an
d

 it is th
e 

; kind of statem
ent that has endeared 

'L
an

e to so m
an

y jou
rn

alists tryin
g to 

sep
arate fact from

 self-servin
g h

yp
er-

ti bole. C
ongressm

an R
yan probably 

k
n

ew
 alm

ost as m
u

ch
 as L

an
e. H

e w
as 

briefed by form
er Jonestow

n residents 
D

eborah L
ayton B

lakey -and G
race. 

Stoen in W
ashington N

o
v
 1

3
 R

Ia
tcp

v
 

b
ad

 d
efected

 from
 Jon

estow
n

 early last 
su

m
m

er an
d

 w
as in

 a p
osition

 to k
n

ow
 

alm
ost as m

u
ch

 as B
u

ford
. S

till, Jon
es 

had deteriorated considerably in the 
late su

m
m

er an
d

 fall, an
d

 B
u

ford
 w

ag 
in

 a far b
etter p

osition
 to k

n
ow

 h
is 

m
ost recen

t state of m
in

d
. 

• 
L

A
N

E
'S C

L
A

IM
 that he begged R

yan 
n

ot to go h
as little b

ack
in

g. "
L

eo 	
. 

n
ever talk

ed
 to M

ark
 L

an
e,"

 said
 Joe 

H
olsin

ger, a top
 aid

e on
 R

yan
's staff. 

"T
here .w

as_absolutely no w
arning of 

any problem
 dow

n there from
 L

ane. 
A

n
y in

d
ication

 h
e tried

 to save th
em

 
from

 th
eir fate is totally false."

 
L

an
e d

id
 try to reach

 R
yan

, an
d

 in
-

stead
 w

as referred to an
 attorn

ey for 
th

e H
ou

se F
oreign

 A
ffairs C

om
m

ittee 
w

ho doesn't recall any pleading on 
L

an
e's p

art. • 
O

ne new
spaper account quotes him

 
as know

ing of tranquilizer-seasoned 
grilled cheese san

d
w

ich
es in

 th
e Jon

es-
tow

n dining room
 and not w

arning 
an

yp
n

e. L
an

e h
as called

 th
e w

riter of 
th

at article —
 w

h
om

 h
e tried

 to sin
gle 

ou
t foe favored

 treatm
en

t in
 Jon

estow
n

 
—

 a• liar, and told another reporter he 
never w

as offered •a cheese sandw
ich 

an
d

 n
ever w

ou
ld

 h
ave su

sp
ected

 th
ey 

contained drugs. 
H

e con
ten

d
s th

at th
ose n

ew
s organi-

zations that either m
isquote him

 or 
sh

ow
 h

im
 in

 an
 u

n
favorab

le ligh
t are 

"very responsive to intelligence organi-
zations." .L

ane can
 p

oin
t to a F

reed
om

 
of In

form
ation

 A
ct claim

 h
e h

ad
 th

e 
A

C
L

U
 file w

ith
 th

e F
B

I several years 
-ago-as p

rod
u

cin
g good

 reason
 for th

at 
b

elief. T
h

e resu
lts, accord

in
g to an

 ac- 

count in the B
altim

ore N
ew

s-A
m

erican, 
revealed

 th
at L

an
e an

d
 oth

er critics of 
the W

arren R
eport had been under 

su
rveillan

ce b
y th

e F
B

I an
d

 w
ere th

e 
objects of attem

pts by federal agencies -
to discredit them

. 

__IF
 IT

_H
A

P
P

E
N

E
D

-once it can hap-
p

en
 again

, reason
s L

an
e. "

E
veryon

e in
 

• th
e n

ew
s m

ed
ia is w

illin
g to say it 

• happened 15 years ago, 10 years ago, 
b

u
t n

ot tod
ay,"

 h
e said

. "
T

en
 years 

from
 n

ow
 th

ey'll b
e w

illin
g to say it 

happened today." 
• 

L
an

e's im
age in

 th
e m

ed
ia, w

ith
 or 

w
ith

ou
t h

elp
, is as som

eon
e w

h
o p

ro-
fits from

 tragedy,. although friends say 
h

e p
u

m
p

s w
h

atever m
on

ey h
e m

ak
es 

b
ack

 in
to th

e cau
ses h

e is w
ork

in
g on

. 
H

is only self-indulgence is fashionable 
d

u
iiies, says b

i--year frien
d

 an
d

 lecture 
agent P

at P
om

erantz, w
ho recalls sign-

in
g over a L

an
e lectu

re ch
eck

 to th
e 

W
ounded K

nee L
egal O

ffense-D
efense 

C
om

m
ittee. 

"V
incent B

ugliosi w
rote and lectured' 

ab
ou

t th
e M

an
son

 m
u

rd
ers. F

. L
ee 

B
ailey an

d
 L

ou
is N

izer have both w
rit-

ten books and lectured about crim
inal 

• cases they've been involved in. W
hat's 

the difference betw
een these people 

and M
ark?" P

om
erantz said. 

W
hen his critics accuse him

 of pro-
filin

g from
 traged

y, L
an

e p
oin

ts to th
e 

quickie books on the Jonestow
n 

tragedy produced by the W
ashington 

P
ost and' San F

rancisco C
hronicle re-

porters w
ho w

ere there. "W
hy isn't 

anyone saying that they're profiteering 
off traged

y?"
 h

e said
. 

. L
an

e also h
as b

een
 fau

lted
 for h

is 
A

p
p

aren
t love of p

u
b

licity, a ten
d

en
cy • 

th
at at tim

es cau
ses h

im
 to sp

eak
 b

e-
fore'he thinks. "I think public re-
lations-w

ise he handled the G
uyana 

thing very badly:" said longtom
e 

friend D
ick G

regory. 
"T

he longer he w
as back from

 G
uya-

n
a, th

e m
ore th

in
gs h

e talk
ed

 ab
ou

t. 
T

hat didn't help any." 

B
U

T
 A

 C
O

N
SID

E
R

A
B

L
E

 factor be-
h

in
d

 h
is im

age is th
e im

age m
ak

ers • 
th

em
selves, th

e p
ress, an

d
 th

eir at- 
tem

pts 	
,.'• 

 to d
eal w

ith
 L

an
e's often

 excit-
able, cavalier, and occasionally fanciful 
u

se of lan
gu

age. "
L

aw
yers are u

su
ally k 

very careful w
ith w

ords," said C
hicago 

T
ribune A

tlanta correspondent T
im

 
M

cN
ulty, w

ho has covered L
ane-at 

press conferences both in G
uyana and 

T
en

n
essee. "

B
u

t h
e cares m

ore for th
e 

im
p

act th
an

 th
e tru

th
 of th

ose w
ord

s. 
F

or an
yb

od
y w

h
o sp

en
d

s h
is w

ork
in

g 
d

ays tryin
g to get at tru

th
 an

d
 th

en
 

com
es u

p
 again

st M
ark

 L
an

e's state-
m

en
ts, it is a w

eird
 ju

xtap
osition

. Y
ou

 
get fretfu

l th
at som

eon
e is goin

g to b
e-

lieve everyth
in

g h
e says. A

n
d

 w
h

at if 
som

eth
in

g h
e says is tru

e? W
h

o's go-
in

g to b
e ab

le to. p
ick

 it ou
t?"

 
Such feelings have created a C

redibil-
ity p

rob
lem

 for L
an

e w
ith

 rep
orters, 

w
h

eth
er th

ey h
ave h

ad
 an

y d
irect ex-

p
erien

ce w
ith

 h
im

 or n
ot. A

n
d

 th
at 

cred
ib

ility p
rob

lem
, say som

e n
ew

s-
m

en
. can

 create a n
egative b

ias. 
"

If you
 d

o a story ab
ou

t L
an

e, you
 

feel ob
liged

 to p
u

t som
eth

in
g in

 to 
knock him

," said C
B

S correspondent 
B

ill S
tou

t, w
h

o h
as covered

 L
an

e on
 

an
d

 ott sin
ce 1963. "

y
o
u

 sn
eer at ram

 
w

h
ile you

 tell w
h

at h
e h

as to say. If 
you

 d
on

't d
o th

at ed
itors, p

rod
u

cers - 
an

d
 read

ers w
ill get all u

p
tigh

t. T
o 

p
rove w

e're n
ot gu

llib
le, w

e d
u

m
p

 on
 

h
im

 each
 tim

e w
e d

eal w
ith

 h
im

."
 

Y
E

T
 IN

 T
H

E
 m

eantim
e, w

hether 
th

ey lik
e it or n

ot, th
e w

eigh
t of h

is-
tory is p

u
sh

in
g m

an
y A

m
erican

s 
tow

ard
 th

e L
an

e p
osition

 on
 som

e is-
sues. M

illions of A
m

ericans are draw
n 

to theories of assasination conspiracy. 
A

nd revelations by the C
hurch com

m
it-

tee h
ave given

 cred
ib

ility to ch
arges of 

m
an

ip
u

lation
 of p

eop
le an

d
 even

ts b
y 

federal intelligence and law
 enforce-

m
en

t agen
cies. 

B
u

t som
eh

ow
 w

h
en

 L
an

e u
tters su

ch
 

ch
arges tod

ay, as is often
 h

is w
on

t, 
th

e cred
ib

ility goes aw
ash

. T
h

e early 
b

ird
 of con

sp
iracy th

eories can
 ru

m
i-

n
ate ab

ou
t P

eop
les T

em
p

le h
it lists 

and secret assassination squads, and 
say th

in
gs lik

e "
th

ere is a force at 
w

ork
. ..."

 It's, iron
ically, th

e sam
e 

p
h

rase u
sed

 b
y a n

ow
-d

ead
 Jon

estow
n

 
resident in describing to a W

ashington 
P

ost rep
orter th

e p
rob

lem
s of th

e 
P

eop
les T

em
p

le: "
. . . som

e force is 
w

ork
in

g to d
isru

p
t an

d
 agitate.. ."

 
It is all sw

irlin
g ab

ou
t M

ark
 L

an
e, 

I w
h

o is cou
n

sel, w
itn

ess, an
d

 p
artici-

p
an

t, an
d

 th
ere are tim

es w
h

en
 it ju

st 
m

ay b
e too m

u
ch

. 
"

I feel at th
is p

oin
t th

ere's n
o p

lace 
to go to,"

 h
e said

. "
I feel lik

e th
e gu

y . 
R

obert R
edford played in 'T

hree D
ays 

of th
e C

on
d

or,' at th
e en

d
, th

at th
ere's 

n
o p

lace for good
 gu

ys to go."
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