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G
uyana tragedy puts law

yer 
L

ane back in the lim
elight 

B
y R

ogers W
orthington 

E
M

P
H

IS
 —

 T
h
e lig

h
ts are b

u
rn

in
g
, 

th
e telev

isio
n
 cam

eras are m
o
v
in

g
 

in
, an

d
 an

 o
w

lish
-ey

ed
, b

eard
ed

, an
d
 

w
ell-coiffed M

ark L
ane, 51, is corn-

in
g
 acro

ss am
azin

g
ly

 b
u
o
y
an

t fo
r a m

an
 

w
h
o
 o

n
ly

 a few
 w

eek
s b

efo
re su

rv
iv

ed
 o

n
e 

o
f th

e m
o
st m

in
d
-n

u
m

b
in

g
 catastro

p
h
es in

 
m

odern history. 
It is 9

 a.m
. an

d
 L

an
e is startin

g
 a b

u
sy

 
S

atu
rd

ay
 w

ith
 a telev

isio
n
 p

an
el sh

o
w

 ab
o
u
t 

th
e d

eath
 o

rg
y
 in

 Jo
n
esto

w
n
. A

fter th
at is 

lu
n
ch

 w
ith

 sev
eral n

ew
sm

en
 an

d
 an

o
th

er 
tap

in
g
 sessio

n
: th

is o
n
e a seg

m
en

t fo
r a 

F
ren

ch
 telev

isio
n
 sh

o
w

. T
h
e rest o

f th
e d

ay
 

w
ill b

e co
n
su

m
ed

 b
y
 p

h
o
n
e calls an

d
 a p

ro
: 

cessio
n
 o

f rep
o
rters to

 h
is m

o
d
est h

o
u
se o

n
-

M
em

phis' south side. 
T

h
is is th

e w
ay

 life is fo
r M

ark
 L

an
e ' 

sin
ce a tu

rn
in

g
 fro

m
 G

u
y
an

a last m
o
n
th

. H
e 

an
d
 fello

w
 atto

rn
ey

 C
h
arles G

arry
 rep

re-
sen

ted
 th

e R
ey

. Jim
 Jo

n
es d

u
rin

g
 th

e trag
ic 

v
isit to

 Jo
n
esto

w
n
. G

u
y
an

a b
y
 R

ep
. L

eo
 

R
y
an

 (D
., C

al.). W
h
ile R

y
an

 an
d
 fo

u
r o

th
ers 

w
ere b

ein
g
 g

u
n
n
ed

 d
o
w

n
 b

y
 Jo

n
es' m

in
io

n
s 

at th
e tin

y
 P

o
rt K

aitu
m

a airstrip
 8

 m
iles 

aw
ay

, L
an

e say
s h

e an
d
 G

arry
 w

ere b
ein

g
 

h
eld

 cap
tiv

e o
n
 th

e ed
g
e o

f Jo
n
esto

w
n
. A

n
d
 

e.-h
ils m

em
b
ers 	

th
e ju

n
g
le co

in
elu

ee lay
 

d
ead

 o
r co

n
v
u
lsin

g
 fro

m
 p

o
tassiu

m
 cy

an
id

e 
p
o
iso

n
in

g
, L

an
e-an

d
 G

arry
 w

ere escap
in

g
 -

th
ro

u
g
h
 th

e b
u
sh

. 

T
H

E
 R

E
A

S
O

N
S

 fo
r th

e b
u
o
y
an

t sp
irit th

at 
h
as ch

aracterized
 h

im
 m

u
ch

 o
f th

e tim
e 

since his" -retu
rn

 are,. lik
e m

an
y
 th

in
g
s ab

o
u
t 

M
ark

 L
an

e, co
m

p
lex

 an
d
 co

n
trad

icto
ry

. H
e 

is, u
n
d
erstan

d
ab

ly
, alm

o
st g

id
d
y
 at h

av
in

g
 

su
rv

iv
ed

, an
d
 at th

e sam
e tim

e at h
av

in
g
 

b
een

 o
n
e o

f th
e few

 w
itn

esses to
 th

e fin
al 

living hours of Jonestow
n. 

In
 a m

acab
re w

ay
, it is u

n
b
eliev

ab
le g

o
o
d
 

fo
rtu

n
e fo

r L
an

e, w
h
o
se in

v
o
lv

em
en

t in
 m

o
st  

o
f th

e ev
en

ts h
e w

rites an
d
 lectu

res ab
o
u
t is 

u
su

ally
 alter th

e fact. 
W

ith
in

 a w
eek

 o
f retu

rn
in

g
 L

an
e alread

y
 

w
as co

n
sid

erin
g
 h

o
w

 b
est to

 cap
italize o

n
 

h
is u

n
iq

u
e access to

-th
e Jo

n
esto

w
n
 sto

ry
. H

e 
h
as d

ro
p
p
ed

 h
is fo

rm
er lectu

re ag
en

ts an
d
 

sig
n
ed

 u
p
 w

ith
 N

ew
 L

in
e C

in
em

a, an
 ag

-
g
ressiv

e firm
 th

at h
as alread

y
 b

o
o
k
ed

-h
im

 
fo

r m
o
re th

an
 3

0
 lectu

res in
 th

e n
ex

t '31/2 
m

onths at betw
een X

3,500 and $3,000 each. 
T

he L
os A

ngeles T
im

es S
yndicate is report-

edly getting $40,000 from
 E

uropean m
aga-

zin
es fo

r a series o
f fiv

e L
an

e-w
ritten

 arti-
cles. H

e g
o
t a h

ealth
y
 slice o

f th
e sy

n
d
i-

cated
 T

V
 p

an
el sh

o
w

 p
ro

d
u
ced

 in
 M

em
p
h
is 

an
d
 sy

n
d
icated

 in
 sev

eral cities acro
ss th

e 
co

u
n
try

. A
n
d
 L

isa C
o
llier, h

is N
ew

 Y
o
rk

 
ag

en
t, is talk

in
g
 to

 p
u
b
lish

ers ab
o
u
t a b

o
o
k
 

she expects w
ill com

m
and $100,000. S

he's 
talk

in
g
 w

ith
 film

m
ak

ers an
d
 telev

isio
n
 p

ro
-' 

d
u
cers ab

o
u
t a d

o
cu

-d
ram

a as w
ell. 

A
N

D
 L

A
N

E
 is back in action in one of his 

favorite roles: the em
battled activist law

yer 
fen

d
in

g
 o

ff, attack
in

g
. an

d
 flirtin

g
 w

ith
 th

e 
p
ress; lam

b
astin

g
 th

e g
o
v
ern

m
en

t an
d
 its in

-
tellig

en
ce ag

en
cies; trav

elin
g
 ab

o
u
t, ex

p
res-

sin
g
 rig

h
teo

u
s in

d
ig

n
atio

n
, an

d
 d

efen
d
in

g
 th

e 
D

O
W

 d
im

 an
d
 co

m
p
ro

m
ised

-cau
se h

e o
n
ce 

sa
w

 in Jonestow
n. 

A
ll th

e w
h
ile, h

is n
am

e co
n
tin

u
es to

 cro
p
 

u
p
 in

 co
n
n
ectio

n
 w

ith
 Jo

n
estO

w
n
. "L

an
e A

d
-

m
its H

e K
n
ew

 o
f C

u
lt's O

p
p
ressio

n
," "L

an
e 

S
ees 'M

aster P
lan

' b
y
 C

u
lt fo

r P
o
litical 

M
u
rd

ers," "M
ark

 L
ad

e F
ears Ile-Is in

 
D

anger B
ecause of-  C

onnection W
ith C

ult." 
O

n
e sto

ry
, p

ro
v
ed

 w
ro

n
g
, h

ad
 h

im
 seek

in
g
 

im
m

u
n
ity

 fo
r h

im
self- as w

ell as h
is clien

t, 
fo

rm
er to

p
 Jo

n
es aid

e T
erri B

u
fo

rd
. A

n
o
th

er 
sto

ry
 h

ad
 h

im
 an

d
 B

u
fo

rd
 in

 S
w

itzerlan
d
 

tw
o
 y

eek
s ag

o
 at th

e sam
e tim

e so
m

e 
P

eo
p
les T

em
p
le n

u
m

b
ered

 b
an

k
 acco

u
n
ts --

w
ere supposedly em

ptied, 

'T
h
ro

u
g
h
 it all is th

e tan
talizin

g
 h

in
t th

at 
L

an
e k

n
o
w

s still m
o
re th

an
 h

e is w
illin

g
 to

 
tell. In

d
eed

, th
ere are m

o
m

en
ts w

h
en

 ev
en

t: 
co

n
n
ected

 to
 Jo

n
esto

w
n
 an

d
 th

e P
eo

p
les 

T
em

p
le seem

 to
 rev

o
lv

e aro
u
n
d
 M

ark
 L

an
e. 

O
n
 o

n
e h

an
d
 h

e o
b
v
io

u
sly

 m
o
u
rn

s th
e 

n
eed

less lo
ss o

f so
 m

an
y
 liv

es, an
d
 o

n
 th

e 
o
th

er h
an

d
 h

e ap
p
ears to

 b
e h

av
in

g
 th

e tim
e 

o
f h

is life. H
e is w

ary
, titillated

, cau
tio

u
s, 

voluble, exhilarated, exhausted, suspicious, 
in

d
ig

n
an

t, ex
cited

, fearfu
l, o

u
trag

ed
,.eb

u
l- 

C
ontinued on page 2: 

C
opyright 	

G
regory R

obinson 

M
ark L

ane and fellow
 attorney C

harles G
arry (right) talk w

ith cult leader Jim
 

; Jones the day before the G
uyana killings. Jones had a nervous trait of rubbing 

h
is tace w

ith
 h

is h
an

d
 w

h
en

..fie b
ecam

e ten
se, as h

e d
o
es h

ere. T
h
is p

ictu
re 

w
as taken by S

an F
rancisco photographer G

regory R
obinson, w

ho w
as killed 

in
 th

e airp
o
rt sh

o
o
tin

g
 th

e n
ex

t d
ay

.) • 

N
E

W
S

P
A

P
E

R
 C

O
L

U
M

N
IS

T
S

 w
ho have 

never considered M
ark L

ane their favorite 
g
u
y
 d

ro
p
p
ed

 u
su

ally
 tem

p
ered

 to
n
es to

 g
iv

e 
him

 a once-and-for-all w
ord lashing. Jim

m
y 

B
reslin

 ad
m

itted
 to

 d
esp

isin
g
 h

im
. N

ick
 

T
h
im

m
esch

 called
 h

im
 a "v

u
ltu

re," an
d
 th

e 
usually m

easured A
nthony L

ew
is of the N

ew
 

Y
o
rk

 T
im

es (n
o
t M

ark
 L

an
e's fav

o
rite n

ew
s-

p
ap

er) called
 h

im
 a "g

h
o
u
l" w

h
o
m

 "it is 
tim

e fo
r th

e d
ecen

t p
eo

p
le o

f th
e. U

n
ited

 
'S

tates to
 tu

n
e o

u
t," an

d
 su

g
g
ested

 n
ew

s- - 
p
ap

er ed
ito

rs an
d
 telev

isio
n
 p

ro
d
u
cers seri-

ously consider blackballing him
. 


