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B
urnham

's governm
ent denied yesterday that Jones' cult fund w

as m
ishandled. 

i P
ost F

oreign Service 

W
N

, G
uyana, Jan. 23—

 
3
 g

o
v
ern

m
en

t, an
g
ered

 
tide in T

he W
ashington 

.sed
 q

u
estio

n
s ab

o
u
t th

e 
if m

ore than $1 m
illion in 

ging to the P
eoples T

em
ple, 

,d
u
ced

 b
an

k
 reco

rd
s an

d
 

p
p
o
rtin

g
 ev

id
en

ce to
 sh

o
w

 
m

oney has been deposited for 
)ing in the B

ank of G
uyana. 

ascim
ento. m

inister of state in 
ce of P

rim
e M

inister L
. F

orbes 
im

, said m
ost of the m

oney w
as 

led
 in

 th
e n

atio
n
al b

an
k
 w

ith
in

 
u
rs after it w

as b
ro

u
g
h
t fro

m
 

stow
n to G

eorgetow
n last N

ovem
-

d
u
rin

g
 th

e first few
 d

ay
s after 

Ire th
an

 9
0
0
 O

f th
e late R

ev
. Jim

 
..ones' follow

ers died of cyanide poi-
soning at the rem

ote agricultural com
-

m
une. 
A

t the tim
e the article w

as w
ritten 

last m
onth, police officials here w

ere 
relu

ctan
t to

 p
ro

v
id

e in
fo

rm
atio

n
 

about w
here the valuables w

ere being 
k
ep

t, w
h
ich

 led
 so

m
e o

f B
u
rn

h
an

i's 
p
o
litical o

p
p
o
n
en

ts to
 su

g
g
est p

ri-
vately that the m

oney w
ould be con-

v
erted

 to
 cam

p
aig

n
 o

r p
riv

ate fu
n
d
s 

for use by the prim
e m

inister. 
N

ascim
ento said it w

as true, as re-
ported, that alm

ost $700,000 in U
.S

. 
and G

uyanese currency —
 as w

ell as 
38 pieces of gold jew

elry found in the 
Jo

n
esto

w
n
 co

m
p
lex

 —
 w

ere tran
s-

ported from
 P

ort K
aitum

a to G
eorge-

tow
n aboard a plane that also carried 

V
iola B

urnham
, the w

ife of G
uyana's 

prim
e m

inister, and P
tolem

y R
eid, the 

country's deputy prim
e m

inister. 
B

ut N
ascim

ento said that the m
oney 

.an
d
 jew

elry
 w

ere in
 th

e cu
sto

d
y
 o

f 
tw

o
 G

u
y
an

ese p
o
lice o

fficials also
  

aboard the plane, w
hich N

ascim
ento 

said
 w

as th
e o

n
ly

 m
ean

s th
en

 av
ail-

able to transport the m
oney quickly to 

G
uyana's capital city, about 200 m

iles 

so
u
th

east o
f th

e P
o
rt K

aitu
m

a area 

w
here Jonestow

n lies. 
M

rs. B
urnham

 knew
 before they left 

N
ascim

en
to

 said
 n

eith
er R

eid
 n

o
r 

to inspect Jonestow
n last N

ov. 20 that 
an

y
 m

o
n
ey

 h
ad

 b
een

 fo
u
n
d
 th

ere. 

T
h
ey

 learn
ed

 o
f th

e situ
atio

n
 after 

they arrived and R
eid agreed to allow

 

the policem
en to ride back to G

eorge-

tow
n w

ith him
 and the valuables "be-

cause it w
as the only w

ay of getting it 

(the m
oney) out of there," N

ascim
ento 

said. 
M

rs. B
urnham

 and R
eid "had abso-

lu
tely

 n
o
th

in
g
 to

 d
o
 w

ith
 esco

rtin
g
 

the m
oney out," the m

inister of state  

said
, o

th
er th

an
 p

ro
v
id

in
g
 sp

ace o
n
 

th
eir p

lan
e fo

r it an
d
 th

e tw
o
 p

o
lice 

escorts. 
T

h
e P

o
st article q

u
o
ted

 G
u
y
an

ese 
police officials as saying the valuables 
fo

u
n
d
 at Jo

n
esto

w
n
 w

ere "still in
-

tact." B
ut the governm

ent said the ar-
ticle w

as unfair nonetheless. 
N

ascim
en

to
 said

 to
d
ay

 th
e b

an
k
 

deposit receipt and the governm
ent's 

w
illingness to allow

 a reporter to ques-
tion police and bank officials should 
p
u
t to

 rest an
y
 q

u
estio

n
 ab

o
u
t th

e 
disposition of the m

oney. A
 final de-

cision w
hether the m

oney belongs to 
th

e g
o
v
ern

m
en

t o
f G

u
y
an

a o
r to

 th
e 

P
eo

p
les T

em
p
le h

as n
o
t y

et b
een

 
m

ade, he added. 
In addition, N

ascim
ento said that an 

announcem
ent last w

eek that the gov-
ern

m
en

t h
as d

ecid
ed

 to
 create an

 in
-

dependent com
m

ission of inquiry into 
the Jonestow

n tragedy should dem
on-

strate th
at th

e g
o
v
ern

m
en

t h
as acted

 
an

d
 in

ten
d
s to

 act h
o
n
o
rab

ly
 in

 at-
tem

pting to determ
ine w

hether any of 
its o

fficials w
ere co

m
p
ro

m
ised

 b
y
 

Jones' follow
ers, as has been alleged. 

N
ascim

en
to

 said
 all th

e cash
 th

u
s 

far recovered from
 properties ow

ned 
o
r leased

 b
y
 th

e P
eo

p
les T

em
p
le h

as 
b
een

 d
ep

o
sited

 in
 th

e B
an

k
 o

f G
u
y
-

an
a. H

e also
 said

 th
at v

ario
u
s b

an
k
 

acco
u
n
ts m

ain
tain

ed
 b

y
 Jo

n
es' fo

l-
lo

w
ers in

 G
u
y
an

a h
av

e b
een

 fro
zen

 
until the governm

ent determ
ines how

 
all m

o
n
ies b

elo
n
g
in

g
 to

 th
e tem

p
le 

should be disposed of. 
H

e added that the G
uyanese govern-

m
en

t h
as tu

rn
ed

 o
v
er to

 th
e U

.S
 em

-
b
assy

 h
ere all th

e jew
elry

 fo
u
n
d
 at 

Jonestow
n and an estim

ated $65,000 in 
S

ocial S
ecurity and V

eterans A
dm

inis-
tratio

n
 ch

eck
s reco

v
ered

 after th
e 

m
ass su

icid
e-m

u
rd

er at th
e P

eo
p
les 

T
em

ple com
m

une. 


