Lane Described As Rebel Ld oking
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Americans living in a clearing in the jun.
T The lientenant governor of California
thought it was very exciting, too. 1t sound-
ed like an intriguing idea | went tn mid-
September for two days ”

ple's Temple, “obviously was not well. He
tnld me he wanted to move the entire
group 1o the Soviet Unton.” Jones believed
the United States “was a Fascist state. 1
=mid, “That's not true,” Lane recalls, saying
e offererd 10 use the Freedom of informa-
tion Act to belp Jones find out the extent
of 1S intelhgence gothering on the Guy-
ana commune, an avowcd Marxist group,
He says he was later asked to help repre-
sent the commune as on attorney.

1 was dmpressed that the ruling class
there was white, middie class, highly edu-
cated. Instead of Marxists struggling
aganst American values it was a reflec-
tton of Americs,” Lane says.

10 Guyana he met Terri Buford, the
Jones lieutenant and People’s Temple
comptrolier who fled the commune and
contacted Lane in the United States belore
his second trip to Guyana in November.

Miss Buford, a waifish 26-year-old one-
time journalism student at Berkeley, now
lives with Lane here. She left Guyana “for
the basic reason that | wanted to live my
own life” and slie contacted Lane “hecause
he's the only honest lawyer in the United
States.”

AYmost every major news publication in
the country unlonded on him as he re-
tnrned {rom the Guyana massacres biam.
ing the U.5. State Department for failing to
warn of the dangers there. Ile claims Con-
gressman Leo Ryan did not heed his warn-
ngs about Jones' “schizophrenia.”

Once the “darling of the Jiheral New
York media,” as he recalls, he is now sting-
ing from his public lashing as refugee,
witness, privileged counsel and anthor-to-
e of that grisly, bizarre moment in wortd
istory. Jonestown incident he
fins been called “chariatan,” "master self.
publicist,” and “frand,” sometimes preced-
ed by adjectives such as “despicable” and
“sinister.”

They are words that have hounded Lane
at one time or another since he surfaced
nationally in the wake of the JFK murder,
# bar-mitzvahed Brooklynile awash in
shadowy unproven conspiracy theories in-
volving US. intelhgence agencies.

1t is not that he has no foliowing. "Rush
to Judgment,” his book on Kennedy's
death, was a best seller. Critics claimed it
played innsely with fact, but Lane says, 1
have & lot of faith in the common sense
and integrity of the American people.
They bough? the hook becanse they didn't
believe the lone murder theory.

The hook was puhlished worldwide,
though Lane claims it netted him no more
1han $HO0 060N in profits “ldidr’l writeittn
mate money. § have never dnne anything
mply to make money | had a lot of book
fers after ‘Rush 19 Judgment' . . . | de
cided 10 write a book aboul how the Ameri-
news media fatled to present dissent-
iy views when the government didn't
nt it. It made no money whatsoever.”
ths current publisher Hawthorn Books,
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inc,, in New York, is hoping for a best
seller. Edilor Elizabeth Backman says
Lane is scheduled to complete the as-yet
untitled book about the Guyanatragedy by
mid-May. “And we're publishing in Sep-
tember. We're very excited about it, of
course

Ma. Backroan says Lane’s advance of the
book “wasn't so extraotdinartly high, but
he retained raore than the author’s normal
share of the paperback rights. | was inter-
ested in the fact that Mark Lane is repre-
senting Terri Buford and that it would be
her stary about the Peopie's Temple as
well as Mark Lane's own invelvement in
Guysna.”

Miss Buford is part of what Lane calls
his “family" st the unpretentious $37,500
house and office at 1177 Central, a block
south of Lamar. The other tenants are Ms.
Ferguson, um and Grace Walden, 62, the

repeated statute which once required ju-
ries to deliberate before accepting a defen-
dant’s guiity plea.

“The transcript of the Ray guilty plea
hearing indicates that Judge Preston Bat-
tie simply asked the jury to raise their
hands if they agreed 1o accept Ray's plea.”
The pelition also wiil ask for a trial on
grounds Battle did not rule on Ray's new-
trial motion before the judge died. “That
issue has been raised before, butthe appe)-
Iate courts have never addressed them-
selves to it in their rulings,” says
Schaeider.

Lane recenily installed an old. upright
piano in his den for Mrs. Walden. On the
wails of the den and living room are a
poster of Ho Chi Minh, pictures of King
and Kennedy and brightly daubed ab
stract paintings by Lane and Ms. Ferguson,
a taw school graduate pow studying for

former psy ic patient who supp

Iy saw someone other than James Farl Ray
flee the boarding house bathroom made
famous by the King murder here.

“She likes to drink We hide the liquor
from her, but don't print that. I don’t want
to embarrass Grace,” says Lane, nursing a
short, straight bourbon before breakfast.
Miss Walden's stay with him will be “in-
definite,” and he is now planning what he
calls a “massive legal action” in her be-
haif, a damage suit against the FBi, Mem-
phis Police Department and others he
claims scuttled her off to Western State
Mental Hospital 0 keep her quiet ahout
Ray.

She 15 a "likely witness.” Lane says, after
he and his most recent assoctate, former
state Count of Criminal Appeals Judge
Charles Galbreath, file their new-trial pe-
tition for Ray. Galbreath resigned in the
aftermath of his Hustler magazine en-
dorsement of orat sex. His Nashville law
partner, Mark Schneider, says the new-
trial petition will be based on a recently

her T bar exam.

Neighbors say they seldom see Lone and
would not have known he tived there ex-
cept for newspaper articles.

Bills are paid primarily through lecture
fees, Lane says. He declines to discuss his
net worth, “It's a small fraction of the net
worth of Billy Graham, who hay probably
never heen attacked by your newspaper. |
will say this. During 1975 and 1976 f earned
$80,000 lecturing, of which every penuy
went to the Citizens Committee of Tnqui-
ry,” the Washington-based organization
he founded in 1975 to demand investiga-
tions of the King and Kennedy murders.

He is under contract to New Line Pre-
sentations, Inc., the New York booking
agency which siso arranges appearances
by Memphis pornography fighter Larry
Parrish. A spokesman for the firm says
Lane gave about 150 lectures in 1978 ot o
$2.750-a-lecture fee. Lane's share was about
52000 a lecture. He could have made
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;300,000 in profits, according to those fig-
wes.

Married threc times, Lane now is get-
tng his third divorce, from a Danish fash-
on designer, mother of his two daughiers,
\nna Maria, 12, and Christina, 10. His first
narriage, during 18w schonl, lasted three
years, he says His second wife, singer Mar-
ha Schiamme, recslls Lane as a “rebel.

She says, 'l remember that he was al-
ways very unusual 1n his point of views,
highly individuatistic  always thought he
was a very dediwated man 10 his causes,
almost fanatically so, which makes 1t difl
cult to be married to him, but not difficult
10 admire him His canes demended all of
his energy and intelligence I needed him
when he couldn't he there. Even when he
was physically there, his mind was else-
where ™

Jday, Lane accepts them calmiy ina rocking
chair in his den. Refilling his pipe, he
shrigs: "1 take a longrange view and a
. short-term view. i terms of the long-
range view, history will judge my
work . e 1s referring to all of his
efforts: Controversiai published nter-
views with Vietnam veterans, dogged pur-
suit of supposed conspiracy links in the
‘. King and Kennedy murders, his forthcom-
ing Jonestown account and critiques of
' such subjects as the “ClA-controlled’ shah
of fran. .

Most major tragedies, particularly inter-
. national tragedies, he blames on the us.
. government. i hate bullles, and there has
. never been e bigger bully than American
inteltigence organizations, except for the
Gestapo . . . There is not a Fascist regime
in the world that wotld be in power tomor-
row if (Jimmy) Carter withdrew his sup-
port. The change has to be made by the
American people. | see it as a task of mine
10 inform the American people.”

His short-term view of critics 1s volatile.
One day he claims to care less. On another,
he shouts, "I'm not talking (o the news
). media again. This is it. I'm tired of all this

' ... "The tirade results when a reporter
asks for his reaction to an unflattering
* portrait drawn by his former New York
Jaw partner, Seymour Ostrow. Their paths
have not crossed in roughly 20 years, but
Ostrow has followed Lane's career
through the news media and has been
quoted extensively about Lane since Guy-
ana,
Ostrow says, “I don’t care for him, so
! whether that colors my outlook 1 don’t
know . . . I merely fcel thal Mark's inter-
est in cases was one of seif-seeking for
publicity. He wonld invest himself with

righteousness, ascribe nothing but the
purest motives 10 himself. He wiil ascribe
1o cortsin people such guotes as, ‘Mark,
yow're one of the most brilliant people i've
ever met.’ ] read ahout him, and 1 wonldn't
<0y "charJatan,’ but it's damn ctose to it "

Lane, incensed that Qstrow is given o
forum, ck bitter about their
past association and knows nothing abont
him other than what e has read. "Tdo
want 1o go into the facts of the case The
problem with tum 1s that he betraved a
nt When he hat ) smd 1 no loneer
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wanted to be assoclated with him . . . So

of course he's bitter.

“Why don’t you ook fot the other sideof
the coin?” Lane asks, suggesting 8 sup-
posed quote by the late Bertrand Russell.
Ttis source for the gquote is the cover of a
reprint of “Rush to Judgment,” his own
book. The 1975 Dell paperback reprint at-
tributes to Russell, who died in 1970, the
promotional phrase: “Greater than
(Emite) Zoia in the Dreyfuss case,” says
Lanc.

Like Zola, who fought the French gov-
ernment and military tor free a framed
prisoner, Lane portrays himself as the vic-
11m of a massive US. conspiracy in which
the CIA routinely “uses 1ts media assets "to
plant lies and rumors about him. Among
them, Lane lists Newsweek magazine, The
washington Post, The New Vork Times,
the CBS network and most major news
outiets in the United States.

His first supposed brush with this con-
spiracy began in his hometown. Lane was
born in the Bronx, son of Certified Public
Acconntant Harry Levin who died of a
beart attack at 87 twa weeks ago. Levin's
oldest son, Lawrence, 53, a New York high
school mathematics teacher, says his fa-
ther changed his name to Lane when he
first applied for a job as an accountant.

They moved to what Mark Lane de-
scribes as “a lower middle class” Brooklyn
neighborhood when he was 3. Their sister,
Dr. Ann Judith Lane, 46, of Leonia, NJ, isa
bistory professor at Johin Jay Cotlege for
Criminal Justice in New York.

As a child, Lane was interested in sports
more than school, he says. He recalls
standing in line overnight to attend World
Series games, Toller skating inside the
house and playing Ping-Pong on the din-
ing room table. His father read the Torah
in Hebrew and 100k the children to temple
until the hrothers were bar mitzvahed at
13 and their sister confirined at 14

The Lene children attended public
schools, and Mark was dralted into the
Army three months before the end of
World War il. Hlis overseas duty was in a
headquarters operation in Austria, where,
“( saw many*Warren Commission reports
in the making.” When drink Gls attacked
a Russian officer near their base, Lane
says his commanding officers chunged the
reports to blame the Russian.

After the Army he attended Long Island
University and Brooklyn Law School, com-
pleting both in less than four years, then
working briefly as a taw assistant to an
established attorney hefore setting up his
own_storefront law office in Spanish Har-
lem. There, he says he represented mastly
blacks, Puerto Ricans and other indigents
while helping to form the Reform Demo-
ctatic Party with Eleanor Rooseveit.

He was chosen in 1960 as the party's first
candidate for the state agsembly and won,
serving a siormy two years hefore decid-
ing not to run again in favor of a Puerto
Rican candidate. During his term he also
served as Kennedy's New York reform par-
ty campaign manager. though he some-
times simply says he was “Kennedy's New
York compign manager in 1960,

He recalls being a part of the freedom
rides in the South dnrine the ‘& and hic

Mark Lane And April Fe
Painting Was Done By Lane
arrest “with King" and Memphis attorney
D'Army Bailey in a Baltimore amusement
park in 1962. Bailey says, “Our memories
all fail us at times, but I don't recalt Dr.

King being there at all.”

In that same year, Lane ran for Con-
gress, but was defeated when lewd pic-
tures, purportedly of him and two prosti-
tutes. were widely circulated. “V've heard
these stories. It's the same stories (circu-
1ated) about Dr, King,” Lane says, denying
he was the man in the pictures.

Bitl Haddad, potitical editor and investi-
gative reporter for the New York Post, cov-
ered much of Lane’s tenure as an assemb-
lyman and remembers him as "2 young,
liberal politician, respectable. He was one
of the bright, aggressive young guys
around in those days when there were a
1ot of causes that nobody else was looking
at." He says Lane tended toward flam-
buoyance and “knew how to rud two
things and get fire.”

Lawrence Lane says he betieves in his
brother’s sincerity, but sometimes doubts
his method. "} sométimes think he gets
carried away. There's no doubt in my mind
thot the causes in his mind he feels are
correct. This may lead him to accept too
many things at {ace value . . . When he
gets a cause and really gets to helieve in it
he's less critical of those who believe as he
does than he might be.

Houston attorney Percy Foreman, the
attorney who enconraged James Earl Ray
to plead guilty, considers Lane’s involve-
ment in the case an “effort to grab the
headlines, I think he's a flash in the pan. |
don’t consider him a lawyer”

Lane says recent announcements by the
House Assassinations Committee, taking a
more agreeable view townrd a conspiracy
theory in the Kennedy murder, tend to
“vindicate” his own theories.

Foreman replies: “['ve spent a lifetime
in the jury room and in selection of jurtes,
and over the years you devetop rather rap-
id jndgment of people. { didn’t waste much
time on Mr Lane. 1 thin} he conld spend
the rest of his lile being vindicated and
o he vindieated




