
Temple Cult, 
Guyana Made 

Odd. Couple 
By Karen DeYoung , 

Washington Poet. Foreign Service 
GEORGETOWN, Guyana—

The Rev. Jim ones and his 
odd flock Were not strangers 
to the people of this ,isolged. 
sPaFS. 

But "nei r were Abe* , 
friends. 

Guyanese questioned here 
Yesterday said they'' knew of-
the Peoples Temple comiri-
nity, and–  of the foreigners 
who lived there, btit had little: 

who .theY ;were or, why 
they were.,bi Guyana. 

Still reeling from the shock 
of the massacre, they repeat-
edly referred to as "trouble  
between Americans" that may 
have taken a place on their 
soil; but .had little to do with 
their country, 

"We had no problems with 
them hefore 'this," Guyana's 
inforthation miniiter,,. Shirley " 
Field-Ridleyi said yesterday: 
"They cibeyed *all the laws." 

Leading -opponents of -Priirie 
Miniater. Porbed Burnham's ' 
government contended, how-
ever that the Peoples Temple'-
seemed exept from many of 
Guyana's laws, particularly , ' 
those governing payment of 
import and export duties and, 
as became clear last weekend, ' 
the regulation of firearms. 

But, as an editor of the lead-
ing opposition,  newspaper 
said, "We never really investi-
gated them. There were lots 
of charges and suspicious, but 
at the same time I received 
numerous letters from friends 

See GUYANA, A13, Col. 1 
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is,  
death in the jungles of G

uyana began tw
o years ago and 

thousands of m
iles aw

ay in S
an F

rancisco w
ith; another . 

death—
that of' a 'young religious cult m

em
ber. 

W
hen the m

angled body of B
ob H

ouston, a railroad 
w

o
rk

er, w
as fo

u
n
d
 o

n
 th

e S
an

 F
ran

cisco
 track

s in
 th

e 
predaw

n hours of O
ct. 5, 1976, the incident w
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ritten 

off as an accident. 
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 A
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ress photographer, w

as a friend of R
yan. S

hortly 
afterw

ard, according to R
yan's aides, H

ouston told the 
S

an F
rancisco-area congressm

an how
 his son's body had 

been found, on the day after he announced his intention, 
to quit the religious cult know

n as the P
eoples T

em
ple. 

In
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h
at h

is aid
es d
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ed

 as an
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o
tio

n
al scen

e,'  
R

yan, w
ho had once been the younger H

ouston's high 
school teacher, prom

ised to look into the activities of 
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e C
u
lt, w

h
ich

 h
ad
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u
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in
g
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em
b
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 in

 th
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S
an F

rancisco area. 
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It started out "as a fun kind'of 
th

in
g

," D
ian

a M
ills, a o

n
e-tim

e m
em

b
er o

f P
eo

p
les 

T
em

ple, recalled here yesterday. T
he attractive 18-year-

old sat expressionlessly as she tried to explain w
hat-led 

her and her entire fam
ily to spend six years under:the 

control of the R
ev. Jim

 Jones, the tem
ple's charism

atic 
founder. 
• M

ills, her parents,. tw
o brothers and tw

o sisters joined 
the church in 1969. T

hey em
braced its com

m
unal life-

sty
le an

d
 rad

ical p
o
litics, en

jo
y
in

g
 to

 th
e fu

llest its 
peculiarly intense feeling of love and brotherhood. he 
also rem

em
bered all those w

onderful' "recreational-ac-
tivities" that included horseback riding and, sw

im
m

ing. 
T

h
e fam

ily
 left a co

m
fo

rtab
le su

b
u
rb

an
 h

o
m

e.T
:in

 
C

ontra C
osta C

ounty, just north of O
akland, and m

ew
ed 

to
 'U

k
iah

, C
alif., w

h
ere Jo

n
es o

rig
in

ally
 started

 :Id
s ' 

tem
ple after m

oving from
 Indianapolis.- L

ater on, he 
M

illses accom
panied Jones as he established his had-

quarters in S
an F

rancisco. 
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Jones Rehearsed Cultists in Mass 
By Larry Kramer 

Washitutton Poet Statt Writer 

Ultimately, when they could do no 
more for their leader, the followers of 
the Rev. Jim Jones did just what he 
had programmed them to do — they 

4 died for his brand of socialism. 
Throughout the 15-year-history of 

the Peoples Temple, Jones constantly 
;,‘:`,' used fear of violent death or persecu-

lion as a tool to mold his band of ex-
convicts, drug addicts, misfits and lost 
souls into a cohesive, almost military, 
congregation. 

"Suicide was ingrained in his philos-
ophy," one former cult member said 

--yesterday. Everyone who joined Peo- 
-:..,ples Temple not only entered into a 

suicide pact, but frequently rehearsed 
the morbid act with Jones. 

A master manipulator, Jones fre- 

quently used public beatings and pep 
talks to impress his followers with his 
contention that the United States was 
on the verge of a fascist takeover and 
antiblack race war. 

When he took some 1,200 followers 
to the jungle of Guyana in South 
America, he told them they were en-
tering "the promised land," according 
to a relative of one who went. 

A close relative of 71-year-old Mar-
shall Farris from San Francisco said 
Farris "was under some kind of hyp-
nosis. He just picked up and left his 
wife of 40 years — and never talked 
to her again." 

But the relative tells of stories of 
rehearsed suicides and faith healings 
designed to make Jones at least ap-
pear to have total control over his ,  
community. 

Jones told his disciples that trouble'  

was always imminent, and that they 
should be prepared to die "for social-
ism" rather than submit to insurgents. 

According to former cult member • 
Tim Stoen, Jones frequently put his 
congregation through tests. •He 
would pass around a brown liquid," 
Stoen said in a West Coast television 
interview telecast yesterday, "and tell 
everyone to drink it. After they drank 
it, he would tell them they would die 
in about an hour. Meanwhile, he 
would ask them to stand up one by 
one and tell the group why they were 
proud and honored to die for social-
ism." 

Then, after an hour went by, Stoen 
added, Jones would tell his followers 
that they would not die, and he had 
just conducted a test of their loyalty. 

"There was constant 'talk of death," 
another former resident of Jonestown 

Suicide, Ex-Members Say 
in Guyana, Deborah Layton Blakey, 
said yesterday. "In Jonestown the con-
cept of mass suicide for socialism 
arose. Because our lives were so 
wretched anyway, and because we 
were so afraid to contradict Rev. 
Jones, the concept was not chal-
lenged." 

Jones had something for everyone 
to fear. For blacks, it was the eventual 
rise of a Nazi-like state that would de-
stroy all blacks. For his white follow-
ers, Jones would keep them in line 
with tales of a fabricated Central In-
telligence Agency hit list they were 
supposedly on for their involvement 
with his movement. 

At Jonestown, Jones convinced his 
followers that they were in constant 
danger of being captured and tortured 
by mercenaries. 

There would be frequent nighttime 
drills, complete with "blaring sirens," 
according to Blakey. People would be 
told they were surrounded by merce-
naries, and thus should prepare to die 
bravely. . 

In other tests, small children were 
pushed underwater until they almost 
died. "You could hear the child 
screaming all the way there and back 
... 'I'm sorry,. father. I'm sorry, 
father,' " Blakey said: "If he doesn't 
scream loud enough how sorry he is, 
then he'll (Jones) send the child back 
down." 

Last weekend, no one had to be sent 
back down. 

Washington _Post special correspon-
dent Marshall Kilduff contributed to 
this article. 

MARSHALL FARRIS 
"picked up and left wife of 40 years" 


