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% ".roill'ei says father 'obsessed' 
it GEORGETOWN, Guiana (AP) — The 
eon of fanatical cult leader Jim Jones 
'aid Tuesday his father was a sick man, 
is "man obsessed ... a very frightened 
pan,"  but he was worshipped by women 
rand held enormous sway over his 
:devoted disciples. 	7 

Stephan Jones, 19, said he and his 
Pmother recently had tried to keep his 46- 
5,ear-old father out of the sect's decision-
:making process, but he admitted they 

ailed. 
On Jones' orders, more than 400 

residents of the jungle camp of the Peo-
ple's Temple sect committed suicide 

*Saturday. Jim Jones and his wife were 
:among the dead. 
I" "We all here and in the ,States are 
*shocked," the younger Jones told 
reporters. "We can't understand it 

cause it is not our way of life and 
never has been." 
* "My entire life I've lived to better the 
?Ives of people and not to destroy them." 

The 8-foot-4 Stephan, who came here 
from Jonestown three weeks ago as 
coach of the camp's basketball team, 
said his major concern now is the 
well-being of the survivors, including 
500 or so■ camp residents who fled into 
the jungle during the mass suicide. 

"The utmost in all our minds is the 
safety of those unaccounted for and the 
safety of the people here," he said. "I 
want to do, all I can to see everybody 
gets a chance to fad someplace to settle 
down and start over again, if that is at 
all possible."  

But he said it seems impossible to con-
tinue the settlement at Jonestown, 150 
miles northwest of here. 

A survivor of 	ritual said armed 
men stood in a ring around the Peoples 
Temple settlers gathered by Jim Jones 
for the mass suicide. The cultists drank 
cups of fruit drink laced with cyanide, 
and the witness said at least one woman  

balked but was shouted into submission 
by fellow sect members. 

Had he been in Jonestown, Stephan 
said, he might have been able to talk his 
father out of ordering mass suicide. If 
this failed, he said, he would have stood 
up and discredited and denounced his 
father to try to convince people he was 
wrong. 

The young Jones praised the 
communal life of the camp, but he said it 
was flawed by a growing paranoia and 
the egotism of his father. , 

feel Jim Jones was a man obsessed 
with his own ego and power. There were 
women up there who worshipped him," 
he said. 

Asked how he thinks history will view 
his father, the younger Jones said: "I 
don't care. I just hope it doesn't 
discredit what I have done. I can almost 
say I hate this man for, what he has done. 
He has destroyed everythng I've lived 
for." 

FBI confirms cult probe, 
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — The FBI 

confirmed on Tuesday that its agents 
were investigating rumors that Peoples 
Temple members had plans to kidnap or 
assassinate highranking U.S. officials to 
avenge any harm which might come, to 
the cult's leader, the Rev. Jim Jones. 

"There are the rumors, and some 
death threats have been made, but we 
don't know whether the threats are from 
cranks or got," said FBI agent Robert 
Fuller. 

One death threat was reported against 
the son of an aide to Rep. Leo Ryan, D-
Calif. Ryan was killed in an ambush in 
Guyana near the San Franciscobased 
cult's settlement:.. 

Jones' body was found Monday at the 
settlement, along with the remains of 
more than 400 temple members, the vic-
tims of a masa suicide. 

The deaths of Jones and his followers 
came after the ambush Saturday at a 
landing strip near the settlement left 
Ryan, three newsmen and a temple 
member dead. 

Ryan's group was preparing to leave 
after a fact-finding visit to the 
Jonestown commune when fanatic 
followers of Jones opened fire on the 
delegation. - 

The FBI said it has known of the con-
tingency plan for some time, but has 
received new information from defec-
tors over the past few days. 

Fuller said the information came 
from current and former 'temple 
members and that the plan called for 
retaliation in the-  event Jones was ar- 
rested or harmed. . 	• 

One death threat was reported to have 
been against Will Holsinger, son of 
Ryan's administrative aide, Joe 
Holsinger. 

The younger Holsinger had been 
employed by Ryan the past two months 
to investigate the Peoples Temple in San 
Francisco. 

A few hours after the first radio 
reports of the shootings at the landing 
strip, the wife of the younger Holsinger 
received a telephone call saying "Your 
husband's Meal ticket,  had his head 
blown off and he (Will) might be next." 

Police were notified and the family ' 
moved to another San Mateo residence 
which is being guarded by police. 



_Cult doctor's fate unknown 
HOUSTON (AP) — The camp doctor 

who reportedly brewed and ad- 
•I ministered the poison that killed more 

than 400 people in Guyana had written to 
his family of "the satisfaction of 

J 0 assisting poor people, many of whom 
have never seen a doctor in their lives." 

Dr. Larry Schacht, 30, was a 
physician in Jonestown, Guyana, serv-
ing the members of the Peoples Temple. 

Odell Rhodes, a teacher, at the South 
American colony who escaped the mass 
suicide, said Schacht prepared the 
cyanide potion and helped nurses ladle it 
out, starting by spooning or squirting it 
into the mouths of infants. Rhodes, said 
adults then lined up and received the 
poison drink in paper cups. , 

0  , The bodies of more than 400 persons 
were found in and around the Jonestown 
meeting hall, including that of the the 
Rev. Jim Jones, founder of the sect. The 
suicides occurred shortly after a U.S. 
congressman and four others were am- 

fi bushed and killed at the settlement. 
The doctor's fate was unknown, His 

O brother, Danny Schacht, said 'Tuesday, 
r "We really don't know what happened. 
1.0   We'll just have to wait and see." 
; Earlier, Schacht had said he was certain 

his brother would not commit suicide. - 
His father, Ezra Schacht, told the 

; Beaumont. Journal In a copyright story: 
"I'm just drained here. I can't believe 

-0. something as productive as this (his 
; son's work) was smashed." ' 
tp 	Larry Schacht's letters W his family 

I

made /,''no -mention of rumors that 
members of the settlement were being 

A held against their will.  
He wrote that the Pgoples Temple 

"proclaims the true brotherhood and 
liberation of the blacks. The pastor has 

t told the congregation that the Bible is 
used to keep them in slavery. Actually, 

it the pastor is a prophet and stands for 
s r  and is fighting for the true liberation of 
1 t 

l' 
 all mankind and to make this a better 

o world." 	 ' 
' ''' The family said Larry Schacht joined 

the Peoples Temple in California; at-
; tended a junior college and then medical 
t.school in Mexico: He went to Guyana 

about two years ago. 	' 
ga Danny Schacht said that before join- 
to ing the group, his brother "was 

i somewhat aimless. These people turned 
,01t. him around and gave him a sense of 

self-fulfillment." 



Camp doctor, nurses 
brewed deadly brew 

GEORGETOWN, Guyana (AP) — A 
survivor of the mass suicide at the 
Jonestown religious settlement said the 
camp doctor and his two nurses brewed 
the deadly purple drink of cyanide and 
Kool-Aid in a large stainless steel vat 
and then administered it to the babies 
first. 

Dr. Lawrence Schacht, 30, of Houston, 
Tex., and his two nurses squirted the 
fruity-flavored potion into the mouths of 
squirming babies before ladling it into 
paper cups for hundreds of adult 
members of- the Rev. Jim Jones' Peo-
ple's Temple Saturday at their isolated 
jungle colony in northwest Guyana, said 
Odell Rhodes, a 36-year-old teacher. 

Rhodes said he escaped when Schacht 
asked for a stethoscope and he 
volunteered to get it. Instead of return-
ing, he fled into the jungle, he said. 

Two other aged survivors were found 
in the camp, and 12 others who fled 
came out of the jungle. The police count 
of bodies in the camp reached 409 by 
Monday night, and Guyanese troops 
were sear—aing the jungle for hundreds 
of others believed to have fled when 
Jones summoned them to die. 

Rhodes said he saw mothers give the 
poison to their children before taking it 
themselves. 

"It just got all out of order," he 
reported. "Babies were screaming, 
children were screaming, and there was 
mass confusion." 

Armed guards turned back persons 
who tried to leave the ritual. 

Those who drank went into 
convulsions, their eyes rolled upward 
and they gasped for breath before fall-
ing dead. 

Jones, clad in black pants and a color-
ful casual shirt, was found on his back 
on the pavilion stage. He apparently 
shot himself in the right temple. The 
body of his wife was nearby. 	- 

Bodies carpeted the open-air pavilion, 
and the yard around it was solid with 
them. Many of the victims clutched each 
other. 

"From the air it literally looked like a 
garbage dump where somebody 
dumped a lot of rag dolls," said Charles 
Krause of the Washington Post, who 
visited Jonestown as a representative of 
the foreign press. 

Another survivor, Grover Davis, 79, 
said he realized what was coming when 

Jones announced by loudspeaker: "The place." He said he slipped off and hid in 
time has come for us to meet in another a hole at the edge of a clearing. 

Death vat 
The vat of death sits on a sidewalk on the compound of Peo-
ple's Temple in Jonestown, Guyana, Monday, with bodies of 
followers around after Saturday's mass suicide. The vat con-
tained an ads drink laced with deadly cyanide. (AP Laser-
photol 
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Today's topic 

Why did they die? 
NEW YORK (AP) — Hundreds of 

members of a religious cult formed an 
orderly line, then took their lives with a 
draught of poison. Shocking, yes. And 
bizarre. But not, say the experts, 
surprising. 

Challenged from without, shaken by 
defections within, the Rev. Jim Jones's 
People's Temple swelled with uncer-
tainty, then "imploded," experts 
believe. Nearly 400 cultists took their 
own lives in the isolated jungle of 
Guyana, a tiny South American 
republic. 

Some reportedly were shot, but 
Guyanese authorities said most ap-
parently died of poison. An estimated 
700 others were believed to have fled in-
to the jungle. The suicides — including 
Jones, his wife and son — died just hours 
after the sect ambushed and killed five 
Americans, including U.S. Rep. Leo 
Ryan of California. 

Mind-befogging though the mass 
suicide appears, scholars on suicide and 
cults such as the People's Temple say 
they saw it coming. It was only a ques-
tion, they say, of who and when. 

"Nobody has believed we silly people 
who said it is possible to control people 
to this degree. But It has happened," 
said Boston psychiatrist John Clark, 
who lias studied these cults for five 
years. 

"This is not surprising," said Rabbi 
James. Rudin, an Official of the.  
American Jewish Committee who has 
written extensively on cults. "It's not 
surprising when you consider the 
totalitarian atmosphere in which most 
cults operate." 

"Our war, our side — it's a madness of 
many," said Dr. Edwin Shneidman of 
the University of California, the nation's 
only professor of thanatology — a 
discipline named for Thanatos, the 
Greek god of death. 

These men say that strong, even 
totalitarian, leaders like Jones leave no 
room for their adherents to dissent. 
Often, says• Clark, it is this uniformity of 
thought and belief that attracts 
follopers: 

"People who go into cults are in a 
state of mind that does'not allow inside 
information to enter. They feel safe, 
cozy. They can talk their own language 
to each other. It's reinforced by their op-
position to all outside reality — an 'us 
and they' mentality." 

Clark believes Congressman Ryan 
cracked this wall of uniformity when he 
visited the People's Temple commune 
Saturday to investigate alleged abuse of 
sect members: several members chose 
to leave with him. These events, Clark 
says, "tore apart the cult's sense of 
certainty." 

"I think the thing imploded," he said. • 
"You have to understand that there is no 
room for ambiguity in groups like this. 
When ambiguity occurred, when 
something went wrong, they all panick-
ed and the cult destroyed itself." 

The ambush and killings followed. 
Within hours, according to witnesses, 
cult members lined up fOr a-draught of 
poison reportedly brewed in a large vat. 

Mark Lane, a lawyer representing the 
cult, was at the camp just before the 
deaths. He said the members discussed 
suicide before he fled, fearing for his 
own life. He said two cult members told 
him: "We are all going to die now." 

"They were smiling ... they looked ge-
nuinely happy," Lane said. 

A California • psychologist, who ac-
companied Ryan to Guyana to try to get 
his daughter out of Jonestown, said 
members of the group rehearsed mass 
suicide and signed undated suicide notes 
before they left California for Guyana. 

One can only speculate about Jones' 
motives. There were reports he was 
seriously ill. He was apparently 
fascinated by suicide and once led a 
demonstration calling for a "suicide 
barrier" on San Francisco's Golden 
Gate Bridge. But a more compelling 
question is why his followers were will-
ing to Join him in death. 



Mass suicide scene 
This view shows the area of PeoPle's Temple at Jonestown, Guyana, where cultists commit-
ted mass suicide Saturday. Authorities said some poisoned themselves and others used 
guns. (AP Laserphoto) 



. 	. 
Bodies of People's Temple followaW fill the meeting hall of the cult's setNlement in 
Jonestown, Guyana, Monday. More than 400 of the faithful memberi of the amtrovetvial 
religious sect killed themselves Saturday following the slaying of U.S. Rep. lAro Ryan, D-
ull., and his party in an ambush at a remote airstrip in Port &dame. 4.4P 1Laseephoto) 


