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DEATH AS A 
WAY OF LIFE Mark Lane may be living proof that one man's poison is another man's meat 

Mark lane and April Ferguson in the living room of their home in Memphis, where they moved after he became James Earl Ray's lawyer. 

By Margaint Shannon 

bK LANE was eating a fast 
ch one Friday afternoon 
long ago in the kitchen of 

his 19303 house on the downtown end 
of Central Avenue in Memphis, Tenn. 
He and his live-in law partner, April 
Ferguson, and his live-out secretary, 
Barbara Rabbito, were having a  

mushroom-and-onion omelet prepared 
by April.' Elsewhere in the house, 
Terri Buford, once a trusted aide of 
Rev. Jim Jones of the Peoples Tem-
ple, was answering the telephones, 
which rang frequently. Upstairs a 
woman named Grace Walden, said by 
Lane to he the only person who saw 
the killer of Martin Luther King Jr. 
immediately after the shooting, was 
talking to an orange cat named Bad 

Malcolm. 
It was three months after Jones-

town. Lane, a lawyer and writer who 
has been living with death since the 
assassination of President John F. 
Kennedy in 1963, was telling about his 
ordeal in the Guyana Jungle with 
Chutes Garry. a San Francisco attor-
ney who has since accused Lane of 
stealing Jones as a client. The two 
had fled into the jungle as Jones led  

his cult io the bizarre ritual of suicide 
and murder that left more than 900 
men, women and children dead, mad 
of them from a Kool-Ald-like drink 
laced with cyanide. 

Lane, it has been said, is living 
proof that one man's poison is another 
man's meat. A New York lawyer and one-term legislator at the time, he wrote a 1966 best seller, "Rush to 
Judgment," disputing the Warren Com-
mission's conclusion that Lee Harvey 
Oswald was the lone assassin of Presi-
dent Kennedy. In 1969, Lane rushed to 
Memphis a few days after Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. was killed, but backed 
off from the action or was crowded 
out of it, only to show up in the mid-
1970s as a leading exponent of the 
conspiracy theory In King's death. 

Soon thereafter, to the surprise of 
almost no one who knows how Lane 
opera 

th
tes, he had inainuated himself 

into e role of attorney for James 
Earl Ray, who pleaded guilty in 1969 
to the King murder and was given a 
99-year sentence, which he is now 
serving in Brushy Mountain Prison 
near Peirce, Tenn. Lane moved to 
Memphis last September to devote 
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MARK LANE 
Continued from page 11 
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The body solution. 

 

The body sokttion: It's Really Something; by Warner's. It  may look like a sweet little nothing...but what it does is really -
something. Underneath that lacy camisole effect, there's really 
an all stretch bra that gives full support to the full figure. The 
adjustable stretch straps give support to the seamless cups, 
while our clever side seaming supports where most bras let 
You down. All thanks to our exclusive blend of stretch Antron 
nylon and Lycra spandex. Style #1069, in white or beige, B,C 
59.50; D 510.50. No body's perfect. But Warner's can help. 

Available At All Rich's Stores 
Atlanta, Georgia 
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MARKLAM 
Continued from page 13 
prosecutor who had made a name for 
himself in obtaining convictions in the 
murders of United Mine Workers 
leader Jock Yablonski and some of his 
family. 

"I am told that Lane mentioned 
my name to members of the commit-
tee, although I never knew him until 
after I had the job," Sprague said re-
cently. "It was the committee that 
contacted me." Sprague says that 
Lane turned some of his materials 
over to the committee, as did numer-
ous assassination buffs. "In that sense, 
Lane was as cooperative as anybody 
else, although I realised he was of a 
certain school and had certain promo-
ceptions," Sprague said. 

But Lane soon lost whatever, if 
any, leverage he had with the commit-
tee when Sprague was forced out as 
chief counsel after proposing a two-
year, 03 million budget for the inves-
tigation. Lane claims that the choice 
of G. Robert Blakey as Sprague's re- 
placement put the investigation back 
in the hands of the FBI and the CIA. 

"When that committee started 
functioning under Mr. Blakey's control, 
I understood how Dr. Frankenstehi felt 
when the monster began to move 
around on its own," Lane says. 

There are several versions of bow 
Lane came to meet James Earl Ray, 
most of them hinting of chicanery and 
misrepresentation. Harold Weisberg, 
author of "Frame-up: The Martin Lu-
ther King-James Earl Ray Case," who 
like Lane has spent most of the last 
15 years on the Kennedy and King 
cases, says Lane went to Brushy 
Mountain posing as attorney for Don-
ald Freed, who runs the Lou Angeles 
office of Lane's f3tizens Commission. 
Weisberg says Freed flattered Ray 
into thinking he was going to do a 
film about him that would make him 
a hero. Freed, incidentally, later was 
to precede Lane to Jonestown. 

The Weisberg-Lane fend is of long 
standing. One of the nicer things Weis-
berg has to say about him is "Lane's 
a man who thinks lilies were pat on 
the earth by nature for him to gild." 

Lane's story now is that he met 
Ray when he interviewed him for the 
book which he and Dick Gregory were 
writing about the Fog case, "Code 
Name 'Sorra,'" which was published 
in 1977. "It was only after the book 
was published and after he moped 
from the penitentiary (in Jane 1977) 
that be called me and asked me to 
represent him in the escape trial," 
Lam says. "Then he asked me to 
represent him In the murder case to 
try to get a trial for hint" 

Since Lane has not been admitted 
to law practice in Tennessee, he took 
on a co-counsel, former Judge Charles 
Galbreath, who was a person of same 
notoriety in his own right Galbreath's 
first troubles involved an old jaywalk-
ing charge and the me of a few mild 
expletives on the hunch, hot the Mg 
stir came after Larry Flynt's Radler 
magasine published a letter from Gal-
breath in which the judge dimmed 
laws relating to sex and expressed ap- 

proval of oral sex, among other 
things. A state legislative committee 
declined to recommend Galbreath's 
impeachment, but he returned to pri-
vate law practice on his own. When 
James Earl Ray's wife was in Nash-
ville several weeks ago, Galbreath 
handled her contacts with the media. 

For Lane, the timing of his taking 
on Ray as a client was fortuitous. It 
meant that if Lane could hang on for 
a while — Ray already had hired and 
feed about 10 lawyers since 1968 -
Lane would be in a position to handle 
Ray's dealings with the House Select 
Committee on Anteledllaii005. The law-
yer whom lane supplanted, James 
Lear of Washington, thought it would 
be disastrous for Ray to testify before 
the committee, but Lane wouldn't 
have missed it for the world. He was 
at Ray's side when Ray testified dur-
ing televised hearings last August. 

Before that, however, Lane had 
created what has got to be one of the 
most curious episodes of many in-
volved in the long history of the case. 

WHEN Lane went to Memphis 
last April for an observance 
of the 10th anniversary of the 

King assassination, he took the oppor-
tunity to become reacquainted with 
Grace Walden, the rooming house resi-
dent whom he says be had talked to 
in 1968. 

Ms. Walden was a patient at 
Western Mental Health Institute at 
Bolivar, Tenn. In fact, she had been 
there since shortly after the King 
murder. "When James Earl Ray was 
arrested and Grace persisted in giving 
a description of the killer which was 
very different from Ray, they picked 
her up and put her in a mental insti-
tattoo," Lane charges. He says that 
the man she described as having seen 
come out of the rooming house bath-
room was about its inches shorter 
than Ray, had a dark complexion 
(Ray's is light) and was thin in build 
rather than medium like Ray. Records 
show that Grace Walden has been a 
ward of Shelby County Probate Court 
since July 31, 1968, after being de-
clared incompetent and that she was 
in the state mental institution for al-
most 10 years. 

Lane says he met with a group of 
religious leaders in Memphis for the 
10th anniversary, and they issued a 
demand for Ms. Walden's release. 
About three weeks later she was dis-
charged than the state hospital and 
placed in a boarding home, but she 
was still a ward of the court, still ad-
judged incompetent. 

Soon a sort of tug-of-war dr 
veloped. According to court records, 
the scenario went like this Lane re-
tained a pair of Memphis lawyers to 
try to get Ms. Walden freed by habeas 
corpus or other means. Calling her 
from their office on May X, 1978, be 
*eked her if the wanted him to be her 
attorney and whether she'd like to go 
to California. Lane was than living in 
Los Angeles, having undertaken a 
project m connection with Hustler 
publisher Larry - Flynt's offer of a 
minion-dollar reward for solution of 

Continued on pope 29 
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Where do you 
take your 
prescriptions? 
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YJ • 	';1  A woman with children and a house to keep needs some one she con depend on I The pharmacist at Treasury Drug is just that person. And his there when his needed ... even on holidays. The pharmacist makes it his business to know you and goes out of his way to see you get what you need. When it comas to your health, we believe in expert personalized attention. 

There's no surprises on price! 
With our Consumer's Guide to Prescription Prices at every Treasury Drug Store you can check the price of your prescription before you have It filled. It's a list of the top 1,000 prescription drugs, along with quantities and prices, displayed conveniently at every one of our prescription counters. Dependable service and no surprises! 

Charge your prescription with your JCPenney card! 
As an extra convenience you can charge all your prescription purchases with your JCPenney charge cord. Add it up ... attentive pharmacists, our Consumer's Guide to Prescription Prices and JCPenney charge card service. A lot of good reasons to make Treasury Drug your prescription headquarters. 
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the Kennedy assassination. 	 and 	her 	14-year-old 	daughter. 	Ms. 

	

Grace 	Walden 	apparently 	con- 	Walden is It In late October, about sated to do what Lane suggested, for 	three weeks before the Jonestown har- she did fly to Los Angeles with him. 	Tor, Terri Buford joined the "family” They were net by a slew of report. 	following her defection from Peoples ern, and she faced television cameras 	Temple. Lane had met Terri en his with reasonable calm, considering her 	first trip to Guyana in September. long absence from the real world. 	 Lane is the son of a New York 

	

A few days later, however, her 	certified 	public 	accountant, 	Harry guardian petitioned the Probate Court 	Levin, who had changed his name to in Memphis to hold Lane in contempt 	Lane early in his career. Harry Lane of court for spiriting her away "to 	died in December at the age of 67. benefit either Mart Lane or one of his 	Mark Lane was brought up in the clients." 	The 	guardian, 	a 	Memphis 	Jewish tradition. One of Lane's favor- lawyer named Larry Nance, contended 	ite stories is about the fun he had that such treatment would work to 	needling racist lawyer J. B. Stoner of her detriment "by subjecting her to 	Marietta, Ga., with his Jewishness. continuous pressures to which she is 	"The Bone Select Committee was unacantomed ... by virtue of the con- 	trying desperately to get to Stoner, staid harassment and attention of the 	but he refused to talk to them," Lane news media." 
	

says. "I wanted to talk to him also 

	

Lane retaliated with a petition to 	because he said 	he'd 	been 	offered discharge Nance as Grace Walden's 	moon to kill Dr. King. So I arranged guardian and declare her competent 	through Jerry Ray (James Earl Ray's once again. One of the supporting 	brother) to meet with Stoner at the documents 	Lane 	submitted 	was 	a 	Atlanta Airport. statement in her handwriting 	— 	a 	"It started off by him 	saying, small, 	neat, 	rounded 	script 	— 	in 	'Weil, we could have some food, Mr. which she said, in part "I am pleased 	Lane, but I'm not sure you're hungry.' to be in California — surorotmded by 	I said, `I'm hungry, but Pm not sure well-wishing friends and am actively 	there are any kosher restaurants here seeking contact with my relatives. I 	at the airport.' " Lane says he taped am resting and making plans for the 	his interview with Stone and later, future." 	 with Stone's cornet, turned the tape 

	

Probate Judge Joseph Evans star- 	over to the Home committee. tied courtroom observes by accepting 	, One of the pictures .= the wall of Lane's offer to become Ma. Walden's 	Lane's tiny dile% in Memphis — half co-guardian. Since Lane is not a mem- 	the enclosed front porch of his house her of the Tennessee bar and did not 	— shows him as a smooth-clinked then 	live 	in 	Tennessee, 	the judge 	soldier. He was drafted into the Army named a Memphis lawyer, Duncan 	near the end of World War II, went to Ragsdale, as co-guardian. But he did 	law school afterward and then prat,  not declare her competent 	 tired law in 	Spanish 	Harlem, 	He 

	

When Lane moved to Memphis 	served see term, 1961-83, in the New last September, Grace Walden came 	York legislature along as one of the "family," as he 	Lane 	has 	been 	married 	three refers to the members of his house- 	times. His third wife, a Danish fashion hold. The others at the time of the 	designer, is the mother of his two move were April Ferguson, who is 38, 	 Continued on next pair 
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Atlanta. Bell was Lockheed-
Georgia's predecessor. 

Lane now contends that 
Grace Walden is the only wit-
ness who actually saw King's 
killer as he left the morning 
house bathroom after the 
shooting, and he apparently 
has some idea of using her to 
clear James Earl Ray if he 
ever comes to trial. Lane 
thinks Charley Stephens' iden-
tification of Ray has been 
thoroughly discredited, as do 
numerous other investigatots 
and assassination buffs. 

It's an ironic turn of 
events, but the fact is that 
the 	House 	Committee 
on Assassinations ended up 
not calling either Charley Ste-
phens or Grace Walden to 
testify. 

The committee filed a peti-
tion In Probate Court in 
Memphis last August for ac-
rem to Ms. Walden's medical 
records. Lane and Ragsdale 
opposed it as an invasion of 
her privacy, but the judge 
ruled In favor of the commit-
tee. She was subpoenaed by 
the committee later, but did 
not appear. 'The committee 
waived her appearance on the 
bash that on account of ill-
ness and her psychiatric 
record, she would not have 
credible testimony to offer," 
a committee spokesman said 
recently. "Also, the commit-
tee did not feet it would be 
humane to make her testify." 

According to Memphis 
attorney Harvey Gipson, 
Charley Stephens was ques-
tioned under oath by commit-
tee staff members, but for 
some reason was not called 
to testify. Gipson has been 
Stephens' lawyer since shortly 
after the King killing. when 
Stephens was jailed as a ma-
terial witness and wanted oat. 
For the next several years, 
Gipson tried to collect for 
Stephens a $100,000 reward 
offered by a group of Mem-
phis agencies and organiza-
tions In the King case, but 
the Tenneesee -Supreme Court 
threw out Stephens' claim 
about a year ago and Gipson 
does not know where be is 
001I. 

When Ray's appearance be-
fore the Home committee 
last August was arranged, 
Lane 

disci 
 promising sensa- 

tional 	osures that never 
came. Lane is unrepentant 
He rails at the committee In-
stead. "We have a committee 
speeding $0 million working 
for more than two years on 
these two assassinations, with 
many public hearings, parad-
ing various people on televi-
sion, and never calling either 
of the key witnesses in the 
King case," he says. 

Still, it is a situation made  

to order for Mark Lane. The 
committee did not "solve" 
ther assassination, and the 
voluminous records of its 
investigation will be a gold 
mine for the sizable coterie 
to whom, like Lane, death is 
a way of life. 'I'm lees than 
satisfied with the work done 
by the committee," Lane 
says, "but the conclusion It 
reached — that in all prob-
ability there was a conspiracy 
to kill Dr. King — is an 
important concherion." 

THERE are some people 
who think, and hope, 
that Jonestown may he 

Lane's Waterloo. One basis 
for this attitude is the idea 
that he possthly might he dis-
barred for his alleged failure 
to warn Congressman Ryan 
and others of the dangers in 
Jim Jones' Guyanese com-
ment. Lane's countercharge is 
that the State Department 
knew a lot more than he did 
and still did not warn Ryan 
of the problems. 

Jonestown tarnished Lane's 
already rather tarnished 
image, but be came out of it 
with one prise Terri Buford, 
the former aide of Jim Jones 
who is now a member of 
Lane's household. Terri, a 
thin, plain-featured young 
woman, is said to have been 
in charge of the Peoples 
Temple financial records and 
therefore supposedly to know 
the whereabouts of its 
multimiilion-dollar assets. 

Since Lane returned from 
Guyana after the massacre, 
he and Terri have been to 
California a number of times 
to testify to grand juries and 
to talk with investigators. 
'The FBI and the Secret 
Service have been here regu-
larly," Lane said In Memphis 
recently. "We've gives them 
all the information we have. I 
didn't have very much, but 
Terri had a lot." 

They also are working on a 
book. "She's a big help," Lane 
said Michael LOOM' reported 
in the Memphis Commercial 
Appeal that Lane's editor said 
his advance for the book was 
"not extraoedlnarily high," 
but that Lars will get a 
larger than customary share 
of the paperback rights. The 
tentative publication date is 
September. 

Lane doesn't manage to 
pull out a plum every time 
he sticks his thumb into a 
sensational *adios however. 
When Larry Flynt was shot, 
he rushed to Lawrenceville, 
but didn't stay around very 
long. "Althea (Flynt's wife) 
didn't want an independent 
Investigation," says Lena 
"She wanted to leave it to 
the Lawrenceville polies" • 

IF YOU NEED 
TO BUILD UP YOUR BLOOD 

DON'T COUNT ON 
VITAMINS 

Iron poor blood is the most widespread 
nutritional ailment in America today. And 
taking vitamins can't help, because vitamins 
don't contain iron. 

Take Geritol, every day. Geritol is so 
rich in iron, each tablet contains more iron 
than even a pound of calf's liver. Plus vitamins 
important to your health. 

Geritol's iron will actually build your 
blood back to normal. That's what makes it 
different from just plain vitamins—and so 
important to you. 

weg 
Leisure Guide 

film  

THE ATLANTA Cokarrirrios 

fosters:. new movies. 
personalities and mini 

movie reviews 
Progressive education, home environment for the mentally 

handicapped child and adult Opportunity for educational prog-
ress at any age. Year-round program. Multiple recreation activ-
ities —a full lifestyle among friends on a 500-acre bluegrass 
estate. Est 1893. Phone 50247541W or Write for brochure. 

THE STEWART HOME SCHOOL 
Box 43,/ranktort, Ky. 40101 John P. Stewart, MD. Resident Physician 

Special 
Care 

for 
Special 
People 


