
Busloads of Voters 
One former temple member, Neva Sly, 

recalled in an interview that her hus-
band, Don, had driven busloads of temple 
members here to vote from Redwood Val-
ley, Mr. Jones's settlement in northern 
California, and also from the temple's 
branch in Los Angeles. 

The out-of-town voters, Mrs. Sly said, 
were preeviously registered at the ad-
dresses of temple members living in San 
Francisco. 

Don Sly, the man identified as having 
held a knife to the throat of Representa-
tive Leo J. Ryan in the trouble at the tem-
ple's Guyana outpost a month ago, is 
among those unaccounted for in the after-
math of Mr. Ryan's murder and the mur-
ders and suicides of Mr. Jones and more 
than 900 of his followers. 

Wanda Johnson, who resigned from the 
temple in 1976, described Mr. Sly as the 
"head bus driver" and said that in addi-
tion to those he transported "hundreds" 
of other members living secretly at the 
San Francisco temple in violation of 
health and welfare laws had also been 
registered at addresses scattered around 
the city. 

Registered Nonresidents 
Kay Henderson, who belonged to the  

temple from 1971 until 1975. recalled that 
several members who had never resided 
at her San Francisco home had been 
registered to vote at that address without 
her knowledge. 

She did not become aware of that, she 
said, until their voter registration pack-
ets began arriving with her mail. Mrs. 
Henderson said she concluded that there 
was at least "the possibility of voter 
fraud" but that, like other former temple 
members, she had kept her silence out of 
fear of retaliation from Mr. Jones. 

Anyone registering to vote here in 1975 
was required to sign an affidavit affirrh-
ing that his residence was in San Francis-
co, but no effort was made to check on the 
accuracy of the declarations. 

"When Jones wanted someone elected, 
he got them elected," Mrs. Johnson said, 
and, although her remark contains some 
overstatement, since some of the candi-
dates Mr. Jones backed were defeated, 
there is little doubt that he controlled the 
votes of several thousand of his followers, 
enough to make the difference in a close 
election. 

Slim Moscone Margin 
In the runoff election for the Mayor's 

office in 1975, for example, Mr. Moscone 
was elected by just 4,000 votes, and Mr. 
Freitas won by fewer than 10,000. 

"Jones swayed elections," said Jean-
nie Mills, who with her husband, Al, de-
fected from the temple in the fall of 1975. 
"He told us how to vote." 

Shortly before an election, Mrs. Mills 
said, temple members were given sample 
ballots marked with Mr. Jones's choices 
to take with them to the polls. 

Following an election, Mrs. Johnson 
added, members were required to 
produce ballot stubs showing that they 

• had indeed voted. Nonvoters, she said, 
were "pushed around, roughed up, physi-
cally abused." 

Asked how Mr. Jones could insure that 
members actually voted for his chosen 
candidates, Mrs. Mills gave a little laugh. • 
"You don't understand," she said, "we 
wanted to do what he told us to." 

Voting Bloc of 5,000 	• 
Judging from various estimates, Mr. 

Jones's adherents probably numbered 
about 5,000 — a sizable bloc in a city 
where the average voter turnout runs 
close to 200,000, 

In the months that followed the 1975 
election, Mr. Freitas, the new District At-
torney, began an inquiry into reports that 
large numbers of people had voted ille-
gally in San Francisco while residing in 
neighboring cities. 

When reports first became public that ■  

Mr. Freitas was pursuing such an investi-
gation, Mrs. Johnson said, Mr. Jones 
grew concerned and, on one occasion, 
said as much before a meeting of the tem-
ple's governing body, known as the Plan-
ning Commission. 

In charge of the vote fraud investiga-
tion, Mr. Freitas placed Timothy. 0. 
Stoen, a newly hired deputy district attor-
ney who was also a longtime member of 
the temple and chief legal adviser to Mr. 
Jones. 

Although about 50 people were subse-
quently indicted, most of them for having 
voted in San Francisco while living out-
side the city, none were members of the 
People's Temple. 

Allegation Not Recalled 
In an interview two weeks ago, Mr. 

Stoen said that no one had ever made the 
allegation to him that temple members 
had voted illegally in San Francisco. 

Asked whether, given his position in the 
temple, it could have happened without 
his knowledge, Mr. Stoen replied, "It cer-
tainly could have. Jim Jones kept a lot of 
things from me." 

Mr. Freitas, the District Attorney, said 
that the investigation begun three weeks 
ago into possible voting irregularities In-
volving temple members had so far es-
tablished that no such allegations had 
been brought to the attention of his office 
during Mr. Stoen's tenure there. 

In August 1977, the District Attorney's 
office began an investigation of the Peo-
ple's Temple, prompted by an article in 
New West magazine the previous month 
alleging that some temple members had 
been subjected to physical brutality and 
coerced into deeding their personal 
property over to Mr. Jones 

Author's Version Differs 
Although neither the article nor the 

subsequent investigation touched on pos-
sible voter fraud, Phil Tracy, one of the 
article's co-authors, said in a telephone 
interview yesterday that he had heard al-
legations of such fraud and had passed 
them on to Mr. Freitas in person. 

Mr. Freitas said that he had no recol-
lection of any such conversation with Mr. 
Tracy. 

Although former temple members re-
called that Mr. Jones and his followers 
worked for the election of Mr. Freitas to 
the District Attorney's seat, Mr. Freitas 
said that he had been unaware not only of 
their support but also of the temple's ex-
istence until after his election. 

After he assumed office, however, Mr. 
Freitas was among those who attended a 
testimonial dinner in Mr. Jones's honor 
and last year the People's Temple sent a 
check for 5400, drawn on its own account, 
to an organization calling itself the 
Friends of Freitas. 

The temple is a nonprofit California 
corporation that over the years has 
claimed an exemption from payment of 
Federal taxes on religious grounds, and 
as such it would be prohibited from mak-
ing contributions to political candidates. 

But aides to Mr. Freitas said that the 
money had not been earmarked, for a fu-
ture campaign but had been meant to be 
used by the District Attorney to defray 
expenses related to his job for which he 
was not reimbursed by the city. 

An Election Day Trip 
Former temple members have also 

said that other members living in the San 
Francisco area had been illegally regis-
tered to vote in Ukiaha, the site of the 
Redwood Valley settlement, and then 
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Followers Say Jim Jones 
Directed  Voting  Frauds 

By JOHN M. CREWDSON 
Special to The New York Times 

SAN FRANCISCO. Dec. 16 — Deter-
mined to help elect politicians friendly to-
ward his People's Temple, the Rev. Jim 
Jones ordered what former temple mem-
bers say was an organized campaign of 
fraudulent voting practices that included 
importing busloads of illegal voters to 
cast their ballots in this city's 1975 mu-
nicipal elections. 

Among those named by some of Mr. 
Jones's former followers as recipients of 
his political support were Mayor George 
Moscone and Supervisor Harvey Milk, 

. both of whom were shot and killed in their 
City Hall offices three weeks ago, al-
legedly by an enraged former city offi-
cial. The police have said that the shoot-
ing was unrelated to the People's Tem-
ple. 

The former followers said that Mr. 
Jones had also ardently supported Joseph 
Freitas, the San Francisco District Attor-
ney; Mervyn Dymally„.the Lieutenant 
Governor of California; State Senator 
Milton Marks and Willie Brown Jr., the 
city's State Assemblyman. There is no in-
dication that any of these candidates 
were aware of the alleged illegal assist-
ance from Mr. Jones. 

The alleged voting fraud is now under 
investigation by Mr. Freitas. False voter 
registration in California is perjury, a 
felony punishable by up to four years in 
prison. 
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Survivor Says H
e H

eard 'C
heers' 

A
nd G

unshots A
fter C

ult D
eaths 

A
ssociated P

ress and 'M
e N

ew
 'reclaim

s 
Joseph F

reitas, the San F
rancisco D

istrict A
ttorney, w

as am
ong candidates 

supported by the R
ev. Jim

 Jones. W
anda Johnson, a form

er P
eople's T

em
ple 

m
em

ber, has alleged that follow
ers of M

r. Jones engaged in fraudulent voting 
practices to help elect som

e of the candidates he supported. 

B
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Special to T

he 
M

A
T

T
H

E
W

S R
ID

G
E

, G
uyana, D

ec. 16 
—

 T
hirty to 45 m

inutes after the "revolu-
tion

ary su
icid

e"
 seem

ed
 to h

ave en
d

ed
 

an
d

 silen
ce h

ad
 fallen

 on
 Jon

estow
n

, a 
survivor hiding in the bush heard w

hat he 
says sounded like a chorus of cheers from

 
w

ithin the com
m

une. 
"W

hat I heard, I w
ould say w

as three 
ch

eers,"
 th

e su
rvivor, S

tan
ley C

layton
 

told a coroner's jury here late yesterday. 
"

It sou
n

d
ed

 lik
e a lot of p

eop
le. It w

as 
just a lot of voices." 

T
he jury is conducting the first form

al 
inquiry into the deaths of m

ore than 900 
people in Jonestow

n. 
A

s h
e attem

p
ted

 to re-en
ter th

e com
-

m
une on N

ov. 18 to recover his passport, 
M

r. C
layton said, he heard five gunshots 

being fired and dropped back into the jun-
gle. L

ater, he said, as he pulled the pass-
port from

 an office file, he heard a sixth 
sh

ot, sn
ap

p
ed

 off th
e ligh

t, th
en

 w
aited

 
several m

inutes before slipping out along 
the m

ain dirt road. 
M

r. C
layton, a 35-year-old form

er se-
curity guard and kitchen hand, said he 
saw

 no one else alive in Jonestow
n. B

ut he 
said that as he w

alked to a police outpost 
six m

iles aw
ay, at P

ort K
aitum

a, he m
et 

villagers w
h

o told
 h

im
 th

ey h
ad

 seen
 

others apparently fleeing Jonestow
n. 

'It Is N
othing B

ut Sleep' 
M

r. C
layton said he had not run into the 

bush until all but 100 to 200 persons had 
d

ied
. W

h
en

 m
a
n

y
 m

en
 a

n
d

 w
o
m

en
 

seem
ed

 relu
ctan

t to join
 in

 th
e d

eath
 

cerem
on

y, h
e said

, th
e R

ev. Jim
 Jon

es, 
beseeching and cajoling through a m

icro-
phone, cam

e dow
n from

 the stage w
ith a 

p
h

alan
x of secu

rity gu
ard

s an
d

 b
egan

 
"pulling people up from

 their seats say-
ing they m

ust go." 
M

r. C
layton recalled: "H

e kept telling 
them

, 'I love you. I love you. It is nothing 
but a deep sleep. It w

on't hurt you. It's 
ju

st lik
e closin

g you
r eyes an

d
 d

riftin
g, 

into a deep sleep.' " 
T

h
e p

rosecu
tin

g attorn
ey, th

e m
agis- 

d
riven

 th
ere b

y M
r. S

ly an
d

 oth
ers on

 
election day. 

W
anda-  Joh

n
son

, w
h

o took
 a job

 in
 

U
kiah as a registrar of voters, said that 

sh
e h

ad
 sign

ed
 u

p
 ab

ou
t 20 of th

e S
an

 
F

rancisco residents herself. 
S

om
etim

e in
 1977, accord

in
g to M

r. 
F

reitas, the San F
rancisco. district attor-

ney 's office learned of alleged voting ir-
regu

larities in
volvin

g tem
p

le m
em

b
ers 

in U
kiah and passed the inform

ation on to 
authorities there. 

B
u

t D
u

n
can

 Jam
es, th

e M
en

d
ocin

o 
C

ounty D
istrict A

ttorney, said that his of-
fice had never received such inform

ation 
from

 any source. 
B

efore he m
oved to San F

rancisco w
ith 

M
r. Jones and the m

ajority of the tem
-

p
le's m

em
b

ers, T
im

o
th

y
 S

teen
 h

a
d

 
w

orked as an assistant district attorney 
in U

kiah under M
r. Jam

es. 

M
ost Jonestoivn D

eaths 
N

ot Suicide, D
octor Says 

C
H

IC
A

G
O

, D
ec. 16 

(A
P

) 
—

 T
h

e 
G

u
yan

a G
overn

m
en

t's top
 p

ath
ologist 

says h
e b

elieves m
u

rd
er, n

ot su
icid

e, 
claim

ed m
ore than 700 of the 911 persons 

w
h

o d
ied

 at th
e P

eop
le's T

em
p

le com
-

m
une at Jonestow

n, G
uyana. 

"I do not believe there w
ere ever m

ore 
than 200 persons w

ho died voluntarily," 
D

r. C
. L

eslie M
ootoo, chief m

edical ex-
am

iner and the first doctor to reach the 
scene of the N

ov. 18 deaths, said in an in-
terview

 w
ith T

he C
hicago T

ribune. 
T

he pathologist said he suspected, but 
could not prove, that the R

ev. Jim
 Jones, 

the cult's leader, did not kill him
self. H

e 
said he based his conclusions on 70 autop-
sies perform

ed on victim
s, as w

ell as his' 
exam

in
ation

 of oth
er b

od
ies an

d
 an

 in
-

spection of the scene. 

B
. T

R
E

A
ST

E
R

 
N

ew
 Y

ork T
im

es 
trate and the_five locally selected jurors 
did not question M

r. C
layton about uni-

dentified survivors, the gunshots or the 
duressthat he reported. 

A
rthe opening of the inquest three days 

ago, G
uyana's chief crim

inal pathologist 
told the court he had found only tw

o vic-
tim

s of gunshot w
ounds am

ong the Jones-
tow

n bodies: M
r. Jones and A

nnie E
lisa-

b
eth

 M
oore, th

e cu
lt lead

er's p
erson

al 
nurse. E

ach, he said, had been shot once. 
W

itness R
efuses to E

laborate 
O

utside the courtroom
, M

r. C
layton, 

w
h

o h
as rep

orted
ly received

 several 
thousand dollars from

 T
he N

ational In-
quirer for exclusive rights to his story, re-
fused to elaborate on his testim

ony. 
H

e gave a vivid account of m
others and 

nurseslifting cups of cyanide-laced, fruit-
flavored drinks to the lips of babies and of 
som

e w
om

en
 in

jectin
g th

e p
oison

 in
to 

their children. 
"

T
h

ere w
ere m

oth
ers an

d
 p

eop
le 

crying," he said, "and Jim
 cam

e across 
on the speakers telling them

 to 'Shut up. 
D

on
't h

e scarin
g th

e b
ab

ies lik
e th

at 
M

ake them
 feel happy.' H

e w
as saying 

they have to die proud w
ith dignity." 

A
t first, M

r. C
layton

 said
, it seem

ed
 

that m
any in the com

m
une thought they 

w
ere participating in one of the "w

hite 
night" drills that M

r. Jones conducted, 
that they w

ere not actually taking poison. 
"A

fter m
ostly the babies w

ere gone, I 
w

ou
ld

 say, p
eop

le b
egan

 realizin
g th

is 
w

as really taking place," he testified. 
It w

as at this point, he said, that m
any 

m
en and w

om
en seem

ed reluctant to con-
tinue the death cerem

ony and that Jim
 

Jones stepped into the crow
d and began 

guiding them
 tow

ard the poison vat. M
r. 

Jon
es's w

ife, M
arcelin

e, also w
alk

ed
 

am
ong the follow

ers, M
r. C

layton said, 
hugging them

 and saying, "I'll see you in 
your next life." 


