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I 
OFFICE OF TIIE DIRECTOR 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

,oa:zto  
/ 9.` 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

WASHINGTON 25, D.C. 

February 27, 1964 

BY COURIER SERVICE 

Honorable J. Lee Rankin 
General Counsel 
The Presidentts Commission 
200 Maryland Avenue, Northeast 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Rankin: 

Enclosed for your information are two copies of 
a self-explanatory communication from our Detroit Office 
dated February 17, 1964, concerning attorney Mark Lane. 
Also enclosed are two copies oflanets Defense Brief for 1 
Oswald'which appeared in the December 19, 1963, issue of 
the "National Guardian." 

• 
The Attorney General is being furnished copies 

of the above Detroit communication, background data on 
Mark Lane similar to that information previously furnished 
vou by this Bureau as well as the brief appearing in the 
'National Guardian." 

The House Committee on Un-American Activities 
- has stated the "National Guardian" has manifested itself 
from the beginning as a virtual official propaganda arm of 
Soviet Russia, although the publication denies having any 
affiliation with the Communist Party. 

Sincerely yours, 

34.44,-Icrv•-6")  

Enclosures (4) 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

In Reply, Please Refer to 

File No. 
Detroit, Michigan 
February 17, 1964 

 

Re: Assassination of-President 
John F. Kennedy, 11/22/63, 
Dallas, Texas 

On February 14, 1964, Mark Lane, who described 

himself as a New York Attorney and the attorney for Mrs. 

Marguerite Oswald, mother of Lee Harvey Oswald, made a 

speech•at the Central Methodist Church, Woodward and 

Adams Streets, Detroit, Michigan. 

During this speech, Lane said that he had 

prepared a brief concerning the Oswald case and that in 

about two weeks he was going to seek to obtain an appointment 

with United States Attorney General Robert Kennedy in order 

to present this brief, as well as other evidence he had 

developed in this matter, to the Attorney General. 
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h
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h
 d
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d
s 

th
at
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v
er
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g
 p

o
ss
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 b
e 

d
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n
e 
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 e
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s 
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 c
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 d
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d
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p
te
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il
l 
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ff
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—
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o
u
n
d
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n
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d
's

 p
o
ss
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n
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h
o
w
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g
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e
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c
e
n
e
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f 
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e
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ss
a
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a
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n
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n
d
 t

h
e
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u
ll

e
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s 
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p
o

se
d
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ra
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ct
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. 
P

e
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se
d
 l

ig
h
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y
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e
 l
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t 
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s 
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p
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u
t 
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p
it

al
 c
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v
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s 
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o
t 

p
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u
se
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 l

ig
h
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y
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s 
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b
-
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 t
o
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b
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g
 c
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x
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n
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y
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n
d
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n
al
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• T
h
e 

m
o
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ti

v
e 
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o
l 
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b
le
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o
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n
y
 d

ef
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an

t,
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o
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-e
x
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in
at

io
n
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o
t 
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O

le
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n
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h
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 c
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e.
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e 
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d
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p
o
n
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o
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s 
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f 
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m
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o
t 

b
y
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n
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s 
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r 

th
e 

d
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en
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, 
n
o
t 

b
y
 t

h
e 

d
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fe
n
d
an

t,
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u
t 

b
y
 t

h
e 

d
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tr
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t 
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, 
p
o
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ce
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ff
ic

er
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F
B

I 
ag

en
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W

it
h

 t
h
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p
p

re
ss

iv
e 

re
st
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ct

io
n
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n

 m
in

d
. 
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e-
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o

v
e 
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n
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o

 a
n
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n
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y
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s 
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e 
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L
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IK
E

L
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D
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A
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 c
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ee
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d
 

d
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o
t 
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at
e 

P
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d
en

t 
K

en
n
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y
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N

o
 m
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e 
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m
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en

t 
ca

n
 b

e 
m
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e 
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 r

ef
er

en
ce

 t
o
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h
e 

b
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d
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w

n
 

o
f 
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e 

A
n
g
lo
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o
n
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y
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em
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f 
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ri
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ru
d
en
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A

t 
th

e 
v
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y
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o
u
n
d
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n
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f 
o
u
r 
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d
ic

ia
l 
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at
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n
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s 
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-
st

o
n
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h
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h

e
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n

o
c
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n

t 
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n

d
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u
il
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k

e
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n
st
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u
p
 h

y
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ia

, 
m
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u
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ct
u
re

d
 e

v
id

en
ce

. 
o
v
er

-
ze

al
o
u
s 

la
w

 e
n
fo

rc
em

en
t 

o
ff

ic
ia

ls
, 
in

 s
h
o
rt

, 
ag

ai
n
st

 
th

o
se

 f
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to
rs

 w
h
ic

h
 m

il
it

at
e 

fo
r 

an
 a

u
to

m
at

ed
, 
p
re

-
ju

d
g
e
d
, 
n
e
a
tl

y
 p

a
c
k
a
g
e
d
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e
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t 

o
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u
il
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s 
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sa
cr
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h
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o
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y

 c
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m
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e 
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 t
h
e 

p
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m

p
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o
n
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f 
in
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o
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n
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T

h
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 p
re
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m

p
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n
. 
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a
s 

b
e
e
n
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ri
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e
n
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 c

lo
a
k
 

d
o
n
n
ed
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y
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h
e 
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d
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h
en

 t
h
e 
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ia
l 

ch
ar

g
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 m
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d
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o
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y
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 c

o
n
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o
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s 
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u
g
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u
t 
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 c
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 t
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d
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h
e 
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p
-
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n
it
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 d
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 c
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m
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 c
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 l
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U

n
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 c
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m
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b
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b
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a
s 

b
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n
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il
u
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a
 c

lo
a
k
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o

n
n

e
d

 b
y
 t

h
e

 a
c
c
u

s
e

d
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h
e

n
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h
e
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n

it
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l 
c
h
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d
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, 

a
n
d
 w

o
rn
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y
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im
 c

o
n
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n
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o
u
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s
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h
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u
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h
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• 
o

u
t 
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n
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 c
a
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e
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s
e

n
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d
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a
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t 
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a
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C
ia

o
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• 
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k
e
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h

e
 d

e
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n
d
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n
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U

n
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a
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e
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,a
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w
n
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n

e
s
s
e
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a
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 t
e
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O
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w
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 d
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o
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s
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d
e
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d
, 
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 b
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a
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d
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w
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m
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d
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n
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 c
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ll 
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w
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 U
n
d
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r 
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h
 c
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c
u
m
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 d
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e
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p
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 d
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 d
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n
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r 
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u
c
h
 c
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c
u
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 d
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 d
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h
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 b
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v
e

s
ti
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o
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, 
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o

w
-
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r 
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o
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 m
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v
a
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d
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c
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n
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e
 a
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n
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d
e
q
u
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u
b
-
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 f
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w
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n
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m
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n
v
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g
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e
v
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 c
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m
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T

h
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t 
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 c
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e
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 c
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e
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w
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d
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T
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 b
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n
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e
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a
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 d
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c
e
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, 
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e

v
e

lo
p

e
d

 a
t 

g
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a
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c
o
s
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u
m

a
n
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e
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n
d
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y
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v
e
r 
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e
 y
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. 
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a
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m

o
n
y
 b
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h
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a
v
e

 f
a

c
ts

, 
n

o
t 

h
o

p
e
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o
u

g
h
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p
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p
in

io
n
s
, 
p
re

s
e
n
te

d
. 
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h
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s
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n

d
 t

h
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 t
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, 

p
e
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a

p
s
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o

v
e
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th

e
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h
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 c
o
u
n
s
e
l 
o
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o
n
e
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w

n
 c

h
o
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e
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s
o
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h
a
t 
a
ll 
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e
 

o
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e
r 
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g

h
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 m
a

y
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e
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c
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d
. 
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h
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 d
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O
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w
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h
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s
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e
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e

d
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h
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n

g
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h
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e

. 
T

h
e
 r
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a
d
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n
u
n
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t 
th
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w
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n

d
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w
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p

a
p

e
r 

h
o

u
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 d
e

v
o

te
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 t
o

 p
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v
-

in
g

 t
h

e
 g

u
ilt
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f 

th
e

 a
c
c
u

s
e

d
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n
d

 m
u

c
h
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d

d
it
io

n
a

l 
"e

v
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d
e

n
c
e

" 
s
in

c
e

 t
h

e
n

, 
c
a

n
n

o
t 

n
o

w
 e

x
a

m
in

e
 t

h
is

 c
a

s
e

 w
it
h
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. 
o
u
t 
b
ri
n
g
in

g
 t
o
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t 
c
e
rt

a
in

 p
re

c
o
n
c
e
iv

e
d
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d
e
a
s
. 
W

e
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s
k
, 

in
s
te

a
d
, 
o
n
ly

 f
o
r 

a
 t
e
m

p
o
ra

ry
 s

u
s
p
e
n
s
io

n
 o

f 
c
e
rt

a
in

ty
. 
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 d
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 c
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o
u
s
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c
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d

 c
o

n
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d
e

d
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h
a
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O

s
w
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a
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w
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u
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a
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o

u
b

t 
th

e
 k
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e

r.
" 

O
n

 S
a
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rd
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y
, 

th
e

 p
re

s
s
 w

a
s
 i
n

fo
rm

e
d

 
th

a
t 
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b
s
o
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te
 c

o
n
fi
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ti
o
n
 a

s
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o
 O

s
w

a
ld
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 g

u
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" 
h
a
d
 

ju
s
t 
a
rr

iv
e
d
 b

u
t 
th

a
t 
th

e
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s
ta
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lin

g
 e

v
id

e
n
c
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" 

c
o
u
ld

 n
o
t 

th
e

n
 b

e
 r

e
le

a
s
e

d
 t

o
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h
e

 p
re

s
s
. 

Im
m

e
d
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ly
 a
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e
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O

s
w

a
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a

s
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in

, 
th

e
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a
lla

s
 d
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-

tr
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t 
a
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o
rn

e
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, 
H

e
n
ry

 W
a
d
e
, 
a
n
n
o
u
n
c
e
d
 t
h
a
t 
th

e
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O
s
-

'W
a

ld
 c

a
s
e
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a

s
 c

lo
s
e

d
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 D
e

s
p

it
e

 t
h

e
 d

e
e

p
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e
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f 
th

a
t 

p
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-
N
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d
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h
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u
g
h
o
u
t 
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e
 U
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w
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ld
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o
u
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a
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e

d
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h
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u
g
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o

u
t 

E
u
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p

e
 e

s
c
a
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te

d
 w

it
h

 O
s
w

a
ld
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 m

u
r-

d
e
r 

in
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 a
lm

o
s
t 
a
b
s
o
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te
 r

e
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c
ti
o
n
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f 
th

e
 p

ro
s
e
c
u
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o
n
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T
h
e
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c
e
 D

e
p
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m
e
n
t 
th

e
n
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n
n
o
u
n
c
e
d
 t
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 c
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 c
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h
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d
is

tr
ic

t 
a

tt
o

r-
ri
n
e
y
in

 D
a
ll
a
s
 1

3
 y

e
a
rs

. 
H

e
 h

a
s
 
a
 
s
ta

ff
 o

f 
8
0
, 
a
n
d
 a

n
 

L
E

E
 H

A
R

V
E

Y
 O

S
W

A
L

D
 A

N
D

 T
H

E
 D

A
L

L
A

S
 P

O
L

IC
E

 
H
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h
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 b
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h
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h
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 

Detroit, Michigan 
February 17, 1964 

   

Re: Assassination of-President 
John F. Kennedy, 11/22/63, 
Dallas, Texas 

On February 14, 1964, Mark Lane, who described 
himself as a New York Attorney and the attorney for Mrs. 
Marguerite Oswald, mother of Lee Harvey Oswald, made a 
speech'at the Central Methodist Church, Woodward and 
Adams Streets, Detroit, Michigan. 

During this speech, Lane said that he had 
prepared a brief concerning the Oswald case and that in 
about two weeks he was going to seek to obtain an appointment 
with United States Attorney General Robert Kennedy in order 
to present this brief, as well as other evidence he had 
developed in this matter, to the Attorney General. 
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