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er K

ing A
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and for R
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JA
M

E
S E

A
R

L
 R

A
Y

 
M

ay H
ave D

efen
se 

F
ro

m
 W

ire R
p

o
o

rts 

M
E

M
P

H
IS, T

enn. —
 A

 for-
m

er aid
e to th

e late D
r. M

ar-
tin

 L
u

th
er K

in
g Jr. join

ed
 16 

oth
er religiou

s lead
ers T

u
es-

d
a
y
 to

 d
em

a
n

d
 a

 tria
l fo

r 
K

in
g
's co

n
fessed

 a
ssa

ssin
, 

Jam
es E

arl R
ay. 

T
h

e R
ev. Jesse Jack

son
 of 

C
h

icago said
 th

e grou
p

. has 
n

ew
 ev

id
en

ce th
a
t sh

o
w

s 
"

R
ay w

as coerced
 in

to p
lead

-
in

g
 g

u
ilty

 a
n

d
 m

a
y
 h

a
v
e a

 
valid

 d
efen

se to th
e ch

arge."
 

In a statem
ent issued on the 

10th. an
n

iversary of th
e K

in
g 

assassin
ation

, Jack
son

 said
 h

e 
an

d
 lead

ers of several faith
s 

fro
m

 a
ro

u
n

d
 th

e co
u

n
try

 
w

ould dem
and a trial for R

ay. 
T

h
e grou

p
 said

 it w
an

ts a  

w
om

an
, a p

ossib
le w

itn
ess in

 
th

e
 

ca
se, relea

sed
 fro

m
 a

 
W

est T
en

n
essee m

en
tal in

sti-
tu

tion
. G

race W
ald

en
 rep

ort-
ed

ly
 cla

im
s sh

e sa
w

 K
in

g
's 

assassin
 flee from

 a room
in

g 
house near the L

orraine M
otel 

after th
e fatal rifle sh

ot' w
as 

fired. 
T

h
e 17 m

in
isters su

ggested
 

th
at sh

e w
as h

osp
italized

 b
e-

cau
se sh

e refu
sed

 to id
en

tify a 
p

h
oto of Jam

es E
arl R

ay as 
th

e m
a

n
 sh

e sa
w

 lea
v

in
g

 a
 

b
ath

room
 w

h
ere th

e fatal sh
ot 

w
as fired

. R
ay p

lead
ed

 gu
ilty 

to
 th

e K
in

g
 sla

y
in

g
 in

 1
9
6
9
 

a
n

d
 is se

r
v
in

g
 a

 9
9
-y

e
a
r
 

p
rison

 sen
ten

ce, alth
ou

gh
 h

e 
h

as attem
p

ted
 to retract h

is 
p

le
a

 a
n

d
 is a

- k
in

g
 a

 fu
ll  

trial. 
D

r. M
aurice C

ohen, superin-
ten

d
en

t o
f W

est T
en

n
essee 

M
en

ta
l H

ea
lth

 In
stitu

te a
t 

B
o

liv
a

r, sa
l M

rs. W
a

ld
en

 is 
su

fferin
g fr:m

 "
ch

ron
ic b

rain
 

sy
n

d
ro

m
e, I su

sp
ect d

u
e to

 
ab

u
se of alcoh

ol."
 H

e said
 sh

e 
is a

lso
 su

fferin
g

 fro
m

 d
ia

-
b

etes. 
C

o
h

en
 sa

zd
 sh

e h
a
s b

een
 

in
terview

ed
 b

y in
vestigators 

for th
e H

ou
se A

ssassin
ation

s 
C

om
m

ittee, w
h

ich
 is look

in
g 

in
to th

e slayin
gs of P

resid
en

t 
Joh

n
 F

. K
en

n
ed

y, S
en

. R
ob

ert 
F

. K
ennedy and K

ing. 
H

e sa
id

 sh
e h

a
s a

lso
 b

een
 

in
terview

ed
 b

y n
ew

sp
ap

er an
d

 
telev

isio
n

 rep
o
rters a

n
d

 b
y
 

la
w

y
er-a

u
th

o
r M

a
rk

 L
a
n

e,  

w
h

o
se b

o
o
k

 "
C

o
d

e N
a
m

e 
Z

orro"
 alleges th

at K
in

g w
as 

assassin
ated

 as p
art of a con

-
sp

iracy in
 w

h
ich

 R
ay w

as set 
u

p
 to tak

e th
e b

lam
e. L

an
e is 

now
 representing R

ay. 
C

o
h

en
 sa

id
 th

e co
n

g
res-

sion
al in

vestigators talk
ed

 to 
M

rs. W
ald

en
 last su

m
m

er for 
a
lm

o
st fo

u
r h

o
u

rs. H
e sa

id
 

L
an

e in
terview

ed
 h

er S
u

n
d

ay 
w

ith a nurse in the room
. 

"
W

h
en

 sh
e is in

terview
ed

, 
sh

e h
as a vivid

 p
ictu

re in
 h

er 
m

in
d

 o
f th

e m
a

n
 sh

e sa
w

 
leavin

g th
e b

ath
room

, b
u

t sh
e 

can
't say h

ow
 lon

g sh
e's b

een
 

hospitalized," C
ohen said. 

Jack
son

, n
ation

al d
irector 

of O
p

eration
 P

U
S

H
 (P

eop
le 

U
n

ited
 to

 S
a

v
e H

u
m

a
n

ity
),  

also said
 a rein

vestigation
 of 

th
e slayin

g m
u

st exam
in

e th
e 

"relationship" of the M
em

phis 
p

o
lice d

ep
a

rtm
en

t a
n

d
 th

e 
F

B
I to the death. 

"
W

e com
m

it ou
rselves to a 

cam
p

aign
 to agitate, organ

ize 
an

d
 stru

ggle u
n

til th
e tru

th
 

regard
in

g th
e m

u
rd

er of D
r. 

K
in

g
 is k

n
o

w
n

,"
 th

e g
ro

u
p

 
said. 

"
Jam

es E
arl R

ay w
as con

-
fin

ed
 in

 a M
em

p
h

is jail w
ith

 
lights focused upon him

 for 24 
h

o
u

rs ea
ch

 d
a
y
 fo

r a
lm

o
st 

eight m
onths before he agreed 

to an
sw

er a gu
ilty p

lea. 
A

t a K
in

g m
em

orial service 
T

u
esd

a
y

, a
 w

h
ite M

em
p

h
is 

lab
or lead

er also called
 for a 

trial for R
ay. T

om
m

y P
ow

eU
,  

p
resid

en
t o

f 
th

e
 

M
em

phis 
A

F
L

-C
IO

 L
ab

or C
ou

n
cil, w

as 
given

 a stan
d

in
g ovation

 w
h

en
 

h
e sa

id
 R

a
y

 d
eserv

ed
 to

 b
e 

heard. 
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