
warn Dear Paul, 

Prom accounts reaching no it appear* that the Rpuse assassins have come upon the crisis that was inevitable. I presume this will also mean varying degrees of personal diatrwse within tho critical community, with a few, vary fee exceptions. 
The time has coos,  when many if not most of you Will be hoping for its rapid dsmise. 
I have several purposes in writing you about this now. I have a few moments before I get into my daily routine of the winter season, mercycling to 	excuse the expression the morning TV news. Boring as it is with it the exeroyclies is lose boring. I suppose that besinning with a confession will not hurt. I regret my ieehdlity to meaner* of you young fogies with what to me was not merely a certain analysis of the con ittee and its prospects and direction - it was, to tall, an absolute certainty. Pram t 0 beginning I was of the belief that the Downing effort was a loser. but when I was asked to consult, that I did. I took Jim uith me. ?o ether we made an effort to straighten the resolution and the thinking out. I spent time with Tiny =lack. They came here several times. I did my beat. The day the rendition passed the Rules oomcdttee Rick asked for another position paper and I did it off the top of the head. "Then Bud asked for one and eosin I dropped everything and did what I could. by certainty that this would not and could mot, almost should not succeed did not prevent a real effort. 
Then Sprague asked me ia. I went, spent the morning with hie and others and the arter- ial/nil with sees of those them present and others. Donovan Bay 114.0 at both sessions. "i 

Mill, I as sure, tell you that I laid oat, to Sprague exactly what the Crape were anon 
what could not work together with what could and would and how it could be done with no messy and very little effort - how they could get off to a start that would mean success if they were able to proceed from an initial suocessfUl effort. Earlier I bad even per. seeded hoi of this and Bud Ammo* almost anything I susseot, norsally. y then he was aloe. to desperate, as be was aers2a3, time later. 

I believe that you sent as your position paper and I made ocersint an it, probably comment that was unweloice. Please now learn from these experiences. 
There come a ties when Donovan phoned me and said, to paraphrase, that I am lerlin, the mambo renesubers the future. They got into real trouble and he phoned just to say that he remembered clearly how i had spelled it all out to itinesee that first' morning. (I took 'aim with as the second time and 	sure fie will tell you that we left with the certainty that under Sprague the committee would .root .uccedd and *mad probably be very hurtful to the acceptance of truth. 
Donovan phoned me spilt. after I bed refused two requests to attend tae brainstorang session all the rest of you attended. One of his MUMS was that he feared the consequences of all the theorising ana vented a devil's advocate. (I had learned that this does not work free Schweiker. If X forget to return to this and you ar) interested, ask se. I'll tell you that AAA esti bud will confirm what I'll soy.) I told Donovan that if I seat there would be hassles and this also would be counteeproductim - that if he found that the 

committee latched onto some nut theory I would help his afterward. 
Now Donovan is fired, as sevin was in effect fired, although I supAse the record 

shows both resigned. I have less concern for the departure of the Tannenbaum and 
labners, who were unspited to begun with and did bad things. The last rumor is that 
Penton is gene. Be should not have been there to begin with. 

It was sliver fees the first that the committee even to the minor staff level knee 
the JPIC and was reserved for "ark, who has yet to to a wortbmbile thin in its unless MY memory fails se. But I saes a very strong effort to help it with t e aingeed. I gave it 
to begin with enough to break the case. Yea can believe me or not, and Bud even did, I 
*sold have gotten thee off with a total destruction of both offinial solutions. There came a time, l's told, when Bud was pressing them, in their great distress, to do what I 
had repeatedly proposed. 

My work in both eases has survived the most rigorous possible testing, in court, with unlimited resources an the other side. 'ea have no idea what it survived in **spas. 
over * two week period. lou also have no way of realising that I kidnapped, so to speak, most of the state's rebuttal witnesses as rapidly as they were pulled by surprise, by 



enabling what to a remarkable degree, lama the hard conditions, Zed and tine did. 
la the middle of our t ird meriting' of pat tine on our case `srtinweldreq came up to 

me as said :fiat you old bastard, ain't you wheezed of yourself? I &eked 	a said 
for fucker' ue the YAM, the state of Tennessee and the County of Shelby. 

Alter 1 hat made it possible for Bud to utterly' destroy ano then turn around the 
States publishing *items, a former US Attorney and hentaa's vice peesideat and general 
counsel, en authentic exeert in publishimg and publishing law, the State. asked for a 
recess to lecide as 	it would net on sey move rebuttal witnessee. (It diAn't.) 
fat thmt break 40 usee up again and said, 241 you old bastard, don't you know what over 
kill 10 

These are the realities. But we meld to eotbieg ahoat a phoaet liberal judge who 
bed been naiad. 1 an now onto tee be was probably reached. I hope before too many months 
hove passed to establish what now have room to believe. 

'Jut Lane owned the committee, which ma* almost oertaia net to *nosed if this had 
not been the ease. 

Its offenses against law and dec ones' were ouch that i Jed to meek with it. I said 
I would get Spregue and I vas at least a ma4or contribution to that. ‘t had to be. Lane 
an Wool is nationalising sheathe claim the CIA die it. I was the soaves of all those 
stories except than Star's end I took the init3.ave with all or then. Those stories were 
secorate, too. 

Wren them long an:, painful se:parlance* and having adapted to the fact that i have 
two illeesees either of which can be fatal I have aobieved what may perhaps be called a 
state of tranquility in all of this. I do not gpt upset about those develosetents seY 
ewe. What appears to have come to peso is only what I expected. It ire perhaps better that 
it comets about as it has, with a fame aimed at Blagey rather time the subjeot. If the 
oemmittes continues its victim will be tee subject. The auhjeat has been vioteeised less 
than it can be, less that I believe it will be if the aoleittee does not wreck itself 
over the Blakey diacention. 

aerk, meanwhile, in loudly storing arouna resin, teat t eel, with the cheap shot by 
tOm Flynt opeeation. One belief is that Gregory wac the inspiration for that. But do you 
need more then the experts to know it is, if we are lucky, only unreal? 

I meriting to seek what information jos maw be able to peovide, your own inform:Aeon 
end reports that reach you, about both the committee anti ''ark's present operations. I have 
two purposes, one certain and the other pcnibbe. 

Per sure I want a record for bistovical purposes. I will weer write about this and 
can't find ties for the writing I want to do. The other is to be able to try to guide 
developments in this disaster. As you met  tave been able to observe, ' bare not done this 
often, only 	believed it necessary. ou clan loak beak for yourself and decide 
whether or not I ahould have awl *other tii; not I was right. 

it appears that one of the major tezesedie is over Mk and YAI staff claerences. Merlin 
saw this and very strand,* warned Seraeno abut it and. at the dome time showed him a path 
around this-in eotober 1966, which was longs-v. As he be Rick and Tine and Dud. It was not 
necessary and it was fighting on the among turfs 

I have Won initiatives hawing nothing to do with the committee that may -enable us 
to de soma good things in the feature. Me time to go into were than one news I have applied 
fbrlient's reward, en you know from what I'v' cent you. You nay not oft what this can 
make possible bat there is a possibility in it. 
4 now also perhaps rya can mos sow values in what I believe you recognise as 

ateesealebsents in court. They are not yet a dramatic breakthrough but free long and costly 
and difficult effort I think ha sae I have mode very real progress and have resoled some 
people who in time may coart. I have ruched one of viva you have no lakling, *overate 
frog saythingk in this letter or from enything I've ever told yon, (If I own make it pose 
eible for Howard to one to this area whan his olerksbip ends it can make every important 
difterenne. 	making vbet effort I can alone this Untie) I hews picked ay bettleerounde  

their strength, and with 4in's wonderful ha filing an vdeueLeg consistently and effectively, 
as long as you do not evaluate as movies *es present realities. 

Wek both have too much to do. if I did not think being informed could be important I 
would not be aakiag this now. hope you villeklest wishes, 


