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i; .. 	.... A federal court ruling yesterday nar- 

rowed the scope of James Earl Ray's 

1 . 	,.evidentlary hearing to two major con- 

j. . I stitutional issues and restricted subpe-

na power to a 100-mile territorial limit. 

!.. T h e ruling, issued by U.S. Dist. 

1 

	' Judge Robert M. McRae Jr., said the 

,rses

. 	t hearing, expected to be sometime in 

ues: 

ptember, would decide two major, 

i' i•■  . March 10. 1969, to the slaying of Dr. 
• . 	 • 

I 

, 	
•

' • , '_ . ' " 

• . Whether Ray's guilty plea on 

. 	. 

Martin Luther King Jr. was made 

"Intelligently and voluntarily." 

r:  • Whether Ray had the "effective 

assistance of counsel"  when facing the 
• 

murder charge in Shelby County Crimi-

nal Court. 

• McRae's ruling, made after a pre-

- liminary hearing Friday, stated that 

t h e • first • issue refers to coercion, 

'threats and promises of Ray's attor-

. 
• neys before he pleaded guilty. 

Ray must prove that his constitution-

ii rights were • violated before he can 

withdraw his guilty plea and stand trial 

• for murder, McRae said. .• 

i 	. 

1"  At Friday's p ur teriinary hearing, 

0 

Ray's present attorneys, Bernard Fens-

terwaid and James H. Lesar of Wash-

ington and Robert Livingston of Mem-

phis, claimed that literary royalties 

created a conflict of interest for law-

yers representing Ray in 1009. 

Ray was originally represented by 

Birmingham attorney Arthur Hanes but 

fired him four months before pleading 

guilty. Ray claims Hanes promised to 

represent him in exchange for 40 per 

cent of all royalty rights to William 

Bradford Huie's book "He Slew the 

Dreamer."  

Alabama author Huie paid Ray S35,003 

for exclusive rights to information 

about the slaying and for biographical 

material used in magazine articles. 

When Hanes was fired, Ray hired 

Houston attorney Percy Foreman and 

agreed to give him 60 per cent of the 

book royalties, attorneys for Ray 

said, 

The conflict-oNnterest charges that 

Ray's 1969 attorneys did not properly 

investigate the case were outlined in 

nine "most pertinent"  points by the 

U.S. Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals. 

The Cincinnati appellate court granted 

the request for an evidentiary hearing 

on Jan. 29. 

Ray's present attorneys had asked 

McRae's court for power to subpena 

Hanes, Huie, Foreman and pnsiibly 

several others to testify at the eviden-

tiary hearing. Hanes. Huie and Fore-
man all live more than 100 miles from 

Memphis. 

However, despite the 105-mile ter-

ritorial limit in yesterday's ruling. 

Hanes has notified the court that he 

will appear at the hearing, sad a depo-

sition has been taken from Foreman. 
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jznies 	f Ray tcstifir.d 
today in iedr!rcil ccalrt that 
te.  Irtid his 31'.erneys 1L> 
not Mil i)r. N$rirtiri tria.er 
Kin; Jr. hu: was "ni.triru• 
%Trod" into pleaciini: gt:!!Ey 
by his v.toviwy, 'Percy Fate-
man of l'ourcon. '1:•,:z'. 

: 
• en:,• 	tr-rtiewo. 

dcittialy 
Disrict 	10!:.,:r.t 
Mcf;.-hi Jr., wirs a..41•eit by 
James 1.c4ar, eLe of itay 
attorneys. 

"Did Mr. (Arthur) Bar:7. 
(11:•,y's first lawyrul 05k you 
if )00 %% 1) 	cr; the 
warder of LA.. ;1% lar:Iu Luaxr 
1:10:;?" 

'I 	 him, 'NO,' " 
answfrcd 

	

"Did .V.r. Frir.7m...-„It 	\ 
ask you?" itt•Itid Lesar. 

9141 neYer as:4d no  ia- 
reuly." replied Ray. Sot.ir• 

Fctu 
(r.;71 he a ,,kint me to wi ,ta 

t! r••••%:. tail:. !if 	1, I ind 

from 	fi11”1 	'',::.pea 
from il;■• Ili 
11,11..Abod 	time 1 WA 
a: ' • :ed. 	' 

fr.v. 

lie.rott 1914141rN 	 '  "1r 

ts• 



area,: 
guilty.. 

Ray 	tastifice that he 

was WIZ • that Foreman 

and Hants had sigart a con-

tract Willi Loak lar.azine 

for articles. but 1:4at the 
apreemert wits r. orainaent 

upon a puilty ph 
Althotath the contract was 

'signed 'March 17. 1. 	Lesar 
contendrd Ct: it vac writ. 

t e n bafare R a y pleaded 

guilty. 

Ray said he was convinccd 
that his -':iii, 	lcaa ars a 

"Icchnical" 	c whieh 

would cnahla_ him in fire 

Foreman. "It was my dis-

iinct intpressioo that t It e 

pica would be frau.: kind of 

technical plea to ae; me out 

of town," he added. 

Ray said Fore .Ianfirst 
mentinned the idea of plaad-

ing guilty in a he's. 13. 111.19. 
teller. In the letter. Foreman 
wrote: 

"I have spent several 

Reeks reviewing the nature 

of the  case the state of 

Tennessee has against yeti. I 
have surveyed airy senti-

ment in this county and jury 

verdicts in eithca recent 
eases. 

"In my opinion. there k 

little more than a .1 per cent 

chance of :our us-a:vim: the 

death panalty verdict If you 

go to trial. Furthermore, 

.there is IVO per rent chaotic 

Of a guilty verdict. Keno. I 

raw any other tawycr can 

change t h e overwheimina, 

evidence that It II been 

assembled against you." 

Ray said in earlier conver-

sations with Forentaa. "I 
told him it - silts' plea/ was 

ridif .'late' was 

It i 	on mostly cirVinl- 

IL 4  I avidence. The wrist 
ate could ;rat ins' one  

ding and al:Cuing." 
• •  

Ray aairayorampn ' -tried 

rite me iar• in)F0' .frin" 

lilt' far!: wnahl he clr,cked 

V,•:111 blacks awl "r ha .ailar of 

cranairrce types." 1-011'man 

had earlier told him that he 

"could prove 1 wasn't the 
fluritcr," said Ray. "I had 

the lamina this was land of a 

blaz or, his part." 

Ray said on Feb. lc, lava, 

hr' silisrai a lal•rr draftarl by 

Faralaan.aarcaina to alaral 

guilty. He aaid thin %CIA I'M 

indicatinn on the bitcr that 

ForC11211 had .Wraten 
Wati tirintOc rn 

"once  Frit cri,•,n  

trl.,1. 	Fats he  aaread to 

naraf•ana 1.3; Iiirtara (-an-

tra( I with Fr reraan. lie aaii 

Farrn-on aired to smile fa... 

S1113.0q if a 	MO Wont 

entared. An earlier ;mini-( 

ratified Foreman all royal-

del. brim notion pictures 

and bocaa. 
Ray said he har:al that by 

Modifyina the contract. hr 
would later have anaatzh 

11:n.ltw 	hire ar.e:ac-,• lava 

yer. Ray said the 	area 

tract contained a praviaon 
that Ray votaa raa craate 

any "embtrrapang (a-al-in-

stances" in court. 

Rat-said lie felt he could 
not lire Foreman helare taa 

haariaa breause t it e 13IC 

Criminal Coart Judza Pres-

ton Battle had wanted 
;against another change of 

atroraeys. 
Ray tesaalad tam tae darn 

after pinaciaa guilty on 

`larch in. 	:vrote let- 

ters rapuaratina :he plea and 

stiaaaslina !Pali; "could he 
Involved ini11•:.• Wre of 
crime and not ha aware of 

it." 
"I suppose the pertple who 

maradactured the rah:- cotad 

to form. CI:Cit: he 'held re. 
sponSibli. althinialt ilia:. did-
n' have dircct involve-

mut," he said. 
' "Did you assume the rifle 

. fauna . on South alai, was 
used to Kill King!" asaaa 
Lesar. 

"I didn't Inaba no strong  
assumption In tlaa area," 
said Ray. 	r 

.:aidnra.nf the letters 

ha w. pie. tar."-"Tas after his 
.4 A In 

aa;tlaial. Ea:Miss. - He 

aaia 	tcari 17a4tiand: "I 
shaat Dr. 

alariat CUL:■1:: Kira, hal I 

Laliave : au: tea l'• Iestaaal-

ble for hi.: acath." 
Ray said. hosever. recall. 

Ira.; :he clay in rnairtavhen-tre 
pi, ad:a. aaaay. lira he 'nal 

Ghia:tad 19 a arernanaaftatt• 

manic to I it c jury that 

inipbad taare aa no con- 

splracy :n 	Klac 
Ray aald it scarn d tal hint 

that Trearaan wa, apacerara 

• with then aaa aitta. Lien. 

Itarn.ev 	Ld tI 1,1,e 

r N l duartor J. Edgar 

Waive,. that 	w s the 

it!:' " wrap Liaaa Kam, 

Ric , 	.•. 

..‘7•4 a:a-T.: "a I. 

trouhle" alth hi, cvaaiata 

:he that' n7 la:. Slasame  6. 

Ur. Kiaa.• ..nr: taal ti is 

weak: as'. aa'a in his aafar.at 
if he gots a n7v.. trial. Tat,  

sta:e rarec-ris •that Ktra 

was sact :ran' a- ci.stanLe 

aaaa. 	!aa• 
atay aa.d 	aft r. 	c-• 

r apt- fro: taa alaa 
had hit ryes 

chcchad by a ar!atr.... in P in- 

ia...harn. and w a = at+ en 

r.IILSFe; 	to 	'wear .  

“terapnrarily." 
Spaaaing 	OA -passibility 	• 

of a am trial. Ray said 

there was onto. d 
hetwcan Rav and 113r.ca taat 

"the coma:Iota a; ray aeycs 

would he i-elevara." 

v, a.: said he 
ernra;:a. in h',C 	

. 

while stanaina aa 	laaa.^. 

nv of the Li;-rattle 	.a.sa 

that cho aims was tired from 

a ha:hraotri w'indoa, at ill: 

hat:: of 	coa.aaaa Lapse, 

overinotaraa. tit: rarac.i. 
Izay ,;is'. ar.a elaha.•-•ae on 

his cyca.raiast 
:%Iennwil',:. in 

LI1••• 	-•  
:,ectect 	

I. 

i'• 	aiiva n: ay..icit 

taa. ca.... al evia..aaary 

hcanaa, fur aay,, 

• i.ay, %vita. is aervina a Sr-  

Ypelaa-r, 	
1\1:: 1 	yf!  

1'331 
coital praat from a I.e.att 

abnut- 
said a lit .1 a'•-. 	'• •\ • 

pupa: ire'; 	a • 

atm,  the ri•••• re..' • • 

"I wrottaaaruct-ything up 

until the time I gat atreated 

in Fig:land. I • 	.0 vamad 

he read 	 ',dad 

"ain't 	that particular 
that I was not 

s' 	4.1, 	• 	•• 

- •-• . • 
.0 

•, 

• aar le -1:113 /rot- 
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Alter the 6th 11  5. Circtir 

Court of Appeals ordered the 

current hearing into Ray's 

charge s. Jude McRae 

grante,  n 	 tin; into 

court 	o-cat deal of evi- 

dent• 	Wiling correspond- 

ence 	Foreman and Wil- 

liam = afford Hine, author 

of the colt, "He Slew the 

Dreamer." 
The state asked the Su-

preme Court to vacate 

hicRac's orders on t h e 

ground that they are 

"unwarranted kW:I:wets of 

individual a n ri carpoiate 

privacy." 

Ray was in his Frond (Iry 

on the stand today in the 

second .scel; 	tee riv:e17a- 

tiary hearinz la:fere itirl:e 

McRae, and he ‘‘'.as sift] 

being rea ini mid hy Les r 

Ray started [citifying Fri-

day. 
As he did Friday. Fay trio-

Sinned his discussion of th.e: 

events that prce..Atcl kr 

guilty pica. 
Ray fired Hanes and Fore• 

man 	ever Cot rasp cn 
Nov. l2. Mc, Ray shit hr 

only saw Enrcrriari "Carer or 

four times" 1+,-.0...1'enn Nn• ens 
bet and January, but wha-

t:lined thait Via:alive. as 'Ate 

as February, Jr.r".. was cliff 
readying r o r trl,11 of the 

Case. 

Ray said that :round Jan. 

3, he read an artitir in a 

hternehis newspar:r 
irT., that the po.,-ir”Fty a A 

guilty plea was being 

discussed. 
• 'I aslo3 Mr. Fotemen 

about R. I thetip.h:t the Flory 

protiab!y came ir.arr. t h e 

state, and Mr. 	eteitn slid 
to forrrt it. it Oliln't mean 

anything." said Ray. 

Shelby Chanty Atty. Gm. 

Hui-J.1 Stanton Jr., irriatriy 

assistant tandiy, • defender.  

v.rin aIrorr. 	 1:111or. 

:Zt 	0.'3A api,)srlIvd 

Jildrte nartle ro wrist 

Fn rclnan la prepara-

tion of the Rau case. testi-

fied last week that his lather 

had first clis,...ussrd the pcssi• 

bility of a poilty plea %%hit 

tormcr Atty. C.', n 110 

Canals in 1)ec,:iriber. 

2.0 l'eliruar;.. Roy 
Fc.reman vir.ited h i m at 

Shelby COUT'y ..11.•,..1 a n d 

fl-„vv..,d him "abetit In re- 12 

pictures" 'Kat he %;anted 

Roy in identlfy. 

Ray's attorneys 	enu- 

terrlcrl IlAr 1; a y dal nor 

kAr.iy he IV 3 5 co:r.iiir. to 

mpzopliiir. to pi 	in a 
htit ir.;,i 

he IYit 	re !o 
lc, hy 
kis.ar...1 in thorn 

cnly :.s "Itat,u1." 

- 	Roy say.! hr "gel ihe im- 

peession" thar For.cman 

uar.icit Min In se 	11:C. 
rie ro.tt y..-!•1:11:,  — 

"the mapc•ity of ih: 
%v.:re ol 

acid 	 f•,r the 

"I glut the lt: ■ !.rr.!,1.:11 

AaiatN1 31ie to 	r.ar.of 

those iadielii,ols 	the ;ler- 

silo who shat 	ma Luther 

Kin; 	i to1,1 

clan). for cm 7r.13 
want to :iv; 

in OM ttr of {aeration. 

They wouIrt put n-f 	a 

state's a% itneitt 

Ray. 
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