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M
ark L

ane, attorney and author w
ho en-. 

tered P
robate C

ourt to answ
er a contem

pt ' 
citation for his association w

ith a w
ard of 

the court, w
alked out as co-guardian-of the 

w
ard —

 a w
om

an w
ho claim

s she saw
 the 

assassin of D
r. M

artin L
uther K

ing. 
• T

he appointm
ent yesterday by Judge Jo-

sep
h

 E
van

s cap
p

ed
 a d

ay-lon
g h

earin
g 

w
hich at tim

es bordered on the hysterical 
A

fter E
van

s h
ad

 p
u

t off ru
lin

g on
 th

e 
contem

pt charge, L
ane said: "I can't be-

lieve it." E
arlier, L

ane had sw
orn he w

ould 
not forcibly return the w

om
an to M

em
phis 

even if "I had to spend the rest of m
y life 

in jail in M
em

phis." 

Jan
e w

as in
 cou

rt to an
sw

er a p
etition

 
for a citation contem

pt. H
e w

as accused of 
spiriting G

race W
alden —

 the assassina-
tion w

itness —
 out of a boarding house in 

M
em

phis and onto a plane for L
os A

ngeles. 
A

ttorney L
arry N

ance —
 appointed M

rs. 
W

ald
en

's gu
ard

ian
 b

y E
van

s w
h

en
 th

e 

judge declared her incom
petent last m

onth 
—

 filed the petition. H
e claim

s L
ane took 

M
rs. W

alden out of Shelby C
ounty w

ithout 
the know

ledge or consent of her guardian 
or of th

e cou
rt. 

L
ane has w

ritten several books on assas-
sinations and currently represents Jam

es 
E

arl R
ay, convicted assassin of K

ing. H
e 

said he m
et M

rs. W
alden last fall at W

est-
ern State M

ental Institution near B
olivar, 

'T
enn., w

here the w
om

an w
as confined for 

110 years until her release last m
onth. H

e 
1described the w

om
an as a "political pris-

oner" in T
ennessee, having been locked up 

because she w
as the only person w

ho saw
 

w
ho killed K

ing. 
L

ane said M
rs. W

alden is currently liv-
ing w

ith his fam
ily in L

os A
ngeles. 

H
ow

ever, N
ance's dism

issal yesterday 
as M

rs. W
alden's guardian actually gained 

his consent. B
y the end of the protracted 

hearing —
 w

hich included considerable ar-
gu

m
en

t an
d

 sh
ou

tin
g —

 N
an

ce said
 h

e 
w

ould agree to "w
hatever the court sug-

gests." 
E

vans told L
ane and another attorney, 

A
lleged. W

itness in K
ing C

ase G
ets N

ew
 G

uardian 
. 	

. 
D

uncan R
agsdale of M

em
phis, to draw

 up E
vans: "D

id you hear w
hat he said? I de-

orders for their appointm
ent as guardian m

and an apology or I w
ill protect m

yself." .  

of M
rs. W

alden. 	
T

h
e ju

d
ge ad

m
on

ish
ed

 N
an

ce, . w
h

o 
apologized 

T
h

e ju
d

ge also told
 L

an
e to con

tact th
e ' L

an
e called

 th
ree m

em
b

ers of th
e p

ress 
court later this w

eek to schedule a com
pe- to corroborate his testim

ony that on the 
tency hearing for M

rs. W
alden, w

ho L
ane 'day he took M

rs. W
alden to C

alifornia he 
said is in "superior" m

ental health. E
vans ,spoke to E

vans and advised him
 of the ac-

said
 h

e w
ill ru

le on
 L

an
e's con

tem
p

t cita- tion
. L

an
e con

ten
d

ed
 th

e, ju
d

ge h
ad

 told
 

tion follow
ing the com

petency hearing. 	
him

 there apparently w
as no violation of 

L
ane contended throughout the hearing the law

 in M
rs. W

alden's taking the trip. 
th

at M
rs. W

ald
en

's com
m

itm
en

t to th
e -2 A

ll th
ree m

ed
ia rep

resen
tatives —

 a re-
! m

en
tal h

osp
ital in

 1968 an
d

 th
e cou

rt's p
orter an

d
 cam

eram
an

 from
 W

R
E

G
-T

V
 

judgm
ent of her incom

petency last m
onth and an A

ssociated P
ress correspondent —

 
rep

resen
ted

 "
a frau

d
 p

erp
etrated

 on
 th

is d
eclin

ed
 to testify, claim

in
g p

rotection
 

court. 	
through the so-called "shield Jaw

" w
hich 

H
e said that M

rs. W
alden w

as not repre- protects new
sm

en and their sources. 
sented by counsel as required by law

, and 	
T

h
en

, L
an

e attem
p

ted
 to h

ave E
van

s 
that hospital officials refused to allow

 an take the stand to testify about the conver-
outside psychiatrist to interview

 the w
orn- sation. H

ow
ever, the judge refused, saying 

an before the hearing. 	
he w

ould have recused him
self and testi- 

, L
ane said the w

om
an needs no guardian , fied had L

ane given him
 advance notice of 

because her com
m

itm
ent w

as illegal and 
his  intention. 	

—
 

because she w
as fraudulently declared in-  

com
petent. 	

E
vans, in directing L

ane to schedule a 
D

u
rin

g th
e len

gth
y h

earin
g L

an
e an

d
 tim

e for M
rs. W

ald
en

's com
p

eten
cy h

ear-
,N

an
ce freq

u
en

tly in
terru

p
ted

 each
 oth

er in
g, told

 th
e attorn

ey of a cou
rt ru

le th
at 

an
d

 often
 ap

p
eared

 to b
e tryin

g to sh
ou

t 'th
e su

b
ject m

u
st b

e p
resen

t d
u

rin
g all 

each other dow
n.. 	

such hearings. 	
1 

L
an

e said
 afterw

ard
s, h

ow
ever, th

at 
A

t one point, L
ane took the stand to tea- ' .M

rs. W
alden w

ill not return to M
em

phis 
tify for him

self. U
nder cross-exam

ination until she is declared com
petent, w

hich he 
by N

ance, L
ane accused his adversary of said w

ill be accom
plished through m

edical 
"b

ein
g p

art of th
e coercion

 of M
rs 	

testim
ony- 

 
den. 	

W
hen M

rs. W
idden does return to M

em
- 

•
"Y

ou're a liar," shouted N
ance, at w

hich plus, L
ane said, "she w

ill file m
assive law

-
point L

ane bounded from
 the w

itness box: ;suits against those responsible for her II. 
an

d
, ru

sh
in

g over tow
ard

 N
an

ce, said
 to legal inC

arcecatinm
" 
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