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Y
O

U
 C

A
N

'T
 blam

e them
 for w

anting to 
m

ake a buck. A
nd if it happens to involve 

-P
resident K

ennedy's assassination, so .... 
:w

hat? A
re the financiers, of ."E

xecutive 
:A

ction" any different from
-the N

ew
 Y

ork,. , 
:im

porters w
ho traded in T

aiw
anese m

inia- 
•tures of the T

exas School B
ook D

epository 
• 

Ituilding? - 	
certainly in_so position:" to f" • 

--...!throw
 the first sthrie: som

ew
here in m

y 
:apartm

ent are a dozen N
ov. 23, 1963, new

s-..  
T

apers w
ith

-assassination headlineS.1"ean 
." :rem

em
ber trying to get a D

allas paper, but 
" -"other souvenir hunters beat m

e to it:-Sou-
yenirs? O

f an. assassination? G
od ; 
 

B
ut ``E

xecutive .A
ction"Jivening today' 

11 theaters in the C
hicago area, claim

g 
•:a ptirpose larger than profits, -prom

ises an 
:appeal beyond the m

orbid. B
asedm

n facts - 
••• 

 
rand-  the lack of adequate explanation for 
TI acts, "E

xecutive -A
ction" hypothesizes, in.. 

-the form
 of a conventional thriller m

ixing 
-m

elodram
a and docum

entary film
; that 

:John K
ennedy's assassination w

as :ar. 
ranged by a group of oil barons w

ho be-
lieved that K

ennedy w
as about to; 

i 	
:the black revolution" along w

ith T
he R

eir: 
"M

artin-L
uther K

ing Jr., w
hile selling out 

I 	
. our nation to the C

om
m

unists thru a test- 
ban treaty w

ith the R
ussians and disen- 

• 
gagem

ent from
 V

iet N
am

.. T
he'w

hite -race I 
be finished, argues an oilm

an played'. 
by the late R

obert R
yan. 

 
ACCO.P.D.150.-:Jo :the: D

altoil-T
ctiao: 

"' R
yan [left] and L

ancaster in their roles as principal 
conspirators in "E

xecutive A
ction": A

 hypothesis 
m

ade m
ore com

m
ercial and m

ore credible since 
N

ov: 22,-  1963. 



#attittjarther: -K
ing---Jr.7W

hIle'selling out 
=- 1:ttir nation to the.C

om
m

unists-th
ru

 a test-
harr:treaty w

ith the -  R
ussians and disen-

igagem
ent from

_V
iet N

am
. T

he w
hite race 

r w
ill be finished, argues an oilm

an played 
_iv :  the late R

obert R
yan. 

A
C

C
O

R
D

IN
G

 to th
e D

alton
 T

ru
m

b
o 

iScript, - based 'prim
arily on research con- 

tained in :M
ark :L

ane's "R
ush to Judg- 	

-
 . 

laen
t,"

 th
e assassin

ation
 itself w

as car- 	
heavy-handed in :its portrayal, of the oil. 

 ou
t w

ith
 th

e h
elp

 of d
isaffected

 C
IA

, m
en

, in
 its rep

resen
tation

 o 
,cau

s
a
lit

y
, 

A
gents eager'to destroy K

ennedy, w
ho re- that onem

ight- think it w
as w

ritten by a - 
-itricted

th
eir p

ow
er after th

e B
ay of P

igs "
m

an
 w

ith
' avery sm

all shoulder, under his 
_ 

fiasco. . 

	

	
- 	

, : - 	
chip. A

nd it w
as. D

alton T
rum

bo, a tragic 
 

A
ctien" - "E

urther argues that 
:victim

 :of the M
cC

arthy-led H
ollyw

ood 
"there w

ere three riflem
en shooting at the: 

backlitt, lets his bitterness blunt his:w
rit=: 

: m
g
. H

is erro
rs e 

ars ar elem
entary._ In- 1971-, - 

P
resident -one from

' the sixth floor of the 	
m

g. 
 

and especially in -3 m
ovie -w

ith; subject - 
-

D
epository,

-D
epository, one from

 the roof of the 	
d  

serious as this one; you don't 
!A

djoirang,D
allas C

ount y
 R

ecords 	
'allti, cause a.s

,  
A

nd one from
 behind the picket fence.atop 

	
 

the infam
ous grassy knoll. . 

-L
ed ,H

arvey O
sw

ald w
as-not;' 

O
neilf those riflenien;, he w

as fram
ed thru.'.  

tie 
	pf,a double and a m

ysterious friend- _ 
W

ho m
anipulated G

sw
ald

,intcv- m
aknow

inglY
, 	

-*
*
V

2
 

setting:him
self uplfor arrest. 	

• "E
X

E
C

U
T

IV
E

 A
C

T
IO

N
" 

H
ier: Jack R

uby's -m
urder of O

tw
ald: 

 
D

irected by G
aN

d M
iller, screenplay by D

alton Tre .rnba_ 
W

ao0.1S 0
 arranged by the oilm

en. 	
. :M

itt"
 61 story  b

ysTglagirrrengitm
hym

enliatdr": 
w

an, 
:P

todoced by E
dw

ard Lew
is, D

an B
essie, and G

ary-  tid
o

- 
 „ 	

w
itzr 

a N
ational G

eneral release at, indebbO
rbbel theaters:"" 

T
H

E
 

, 	
argu

tn
en

ts h
aV

e b
een

 	
tinted r+

 	
T

H
E

 B
A

ST
 

reeent■events. T
he w

hite,supreinacy angle 	
;o

sier 	

• 
y Bert Lane-ester 
,,- ;R

ebut R
yan 

m
ade m

ore com
m

ercial an
d

 d
d

ib
le'-'b

y--::-.FriiiisiC11-  

shoilld'Ihiterett=- th
e n

ew
 flock

 ter.  black:
 : p

earygr
:
 	

G
ilbert G

reen 
• 

W
ill G

ovt..," 
film

goers.; the W
atergate. scandal has re. 	

,Ja
O

sw
ald 	

f,
  'John A

nderson 

N
a
irtg

fdil
 

V
ealed-: all m

an
n

er of d
ou

b
le-d

ealin
g in

.  Jack R
uby • 

	

lo*riu
n

en
t; an

d
 th

e en
ergy 

crisis h
as, 
	

 
=

Ilia&
 the off: baron a perfect 

patsy 
fo

r 	
F 

• :jestabout every 'calam
ity, except the 19731'.3 have Srich:ollm

an; 	
very m

iich--  
ad

fagoB
ears: • 	

lik
e a- enister-C

ol;B
andersi-sit in-front of 

M
xecutive A

ction" should be judged on ,' a television set, see K
ennedy m

ake:a. cou-
first as a thriller; second as.a_ • ple of predictable speeches, and only then .1  

hi.stitical argum
ent. T

he tw
o are directly , ' agee to_join the cronspiracy",T

hat's corn-, 
:connected in-that the film

's quality as a 	
is-book causality, 	

Y
 	

' 
thriller is the m

ajor-. determ
inant -o

f its 	
T

here 
ere are other question's raised by the 

	

to reopen debate on the W
arren 	

script: 
-C

om
m

ission's investigation. F
or exam

ple: ' 	

R
yan 	

-
's p

lan
? It ap

- - 
W

ho is this evil m
an, and w

hy is he so 
• a`Z

" w
as successful-  as an

 in
d

ictm
en

t of 	
- 

the,thilitary regim
e in G

reece becauSe the 	
necessary to'R

obert 
ears he is needed to finance the opera- 

	

' audience becam
e involved in its fiction-fact 	

pears 
 lion. -B

ut R
yan has a private railw

ay car, 
itory, because its appeal as a thriller at- 	

-B
and he is able to retain B

urt L
ancaster as 

tracted
 to th

e th
eater p

erS
on

s b
esid

es 	
an

 execu
tive h

it-m
an

; on
e w

ou
ld

 th
in

k
 

those already disposed to hate the junta. 	
-.that m

oney w
ould be no problem

..., 

	

IT
 IS precisely on this,  point, as a 	

.. W
ho, for that m

atter, is the'-m
ysterious 

onventional m
ovie, that "E

xecutive A
c- 	

siranger,..neyer identified in any; w
ay, so 

--icitfi...stiim
b

les b
ad

ly. T
h

e scrip
t is so 	

close to.. O
sw

ald as to m
ake; O

sw
ald do. 

;T
R

IB
U

N
E

' M
IN

IR
E

V
IE

W
 

ilunfed instr5m
enf:

  

R
y
a
n

 [left) a
rid

 L
a
n

ca
ster in

 th
eir ro

les a
s "

p
rin

cip
a
l 

co
n

sp
ira

to
rs in

 "
E

x
ecu

tiv
e A

ctio
n

"
: A

 h
y
p

o
th

esis 
m

ad
e m

ore com
m

ercial an
d

 m
ore cred

ib
le sin

ce 
N

o
v
. 2

2
, 1

9
6
3
. 

is, to som
e, the olune of this century. _-  

- M
ore's the pity, then, that it's packaged 

too- poorly to deserve the w
ide dissem

ina-
tion its authors m

ay haV
e- hoped for, .both 

as profit-takers 'and at linleancists. M
kt-

, that's w
hY

 I are= giV
ing the film

 a: m
ixed 

- rating. "E
xecutive A

ction" is a below
-av-, 

erage realization of an im
portant argil- 

T
he argum

ent; by:the w
ay, is presented-

w
ith. m

uch . m
ore force in an eight-page 

flier th
at to b

e h
an

d
ed

 ou
t to p

erson
s 

w
ho •see the film

. It reveals.that P
resident 

Johnson: him
self had - doubts about the-

W
arren C

om
m

ission report, a.fact,that 
film

 m
entions only. brieflyinIta.titles;-- 

IF
 T

H
IS L

A
ST

 point seem
s a slight ob-

jection, one should realize that m
any of 

the sam
e technical problem

s w
ere m

as- 
books are not closed on the assassinations, 

tered earlier this year by F
red Z

innem
ann 

or the attem
pts, of the past 10 years. T

he 
in "T

he D
ay of the Jackal."

-  
truth is 

th finally com
ing out."- 

S
o all th

ese th
in

gs, an
d

 oth
ers, h

u
rt.' 	

. G
ene Siskel 

anything he or she w
ants? .It appears that • "E

xecutive A
ction" as a thriller. B

ut w
hat, 

' T
rum

bo or L
ane ,has invented'. a d

e=
 	

ab
ou

t it as an
 argan

ien
t? T

h
e th

esis of 
m

achine to close A
,num

ber of loopholes m
 -'this film

 is a. strong one it raised doubt; -
the argulT•10

1.,. 
`, its theory- is plausible, W

hat it deals w
ith 

. terialA
nside a; ,television•-'tcreeni and the 

effect- 	
to em

p
h

asize 	
clichotom

y:4%
. , P

E
R

SO
N

S still troubled by the. thought 
B

lack-and-w
hite footage m

eans .  th
e real ' th

at w
e n

ever W
ere told

 th
e tru

th
 ab

ou
t 

`.w
orld,-  color pictures m

ean M
ake-belleY

e,: the assassination of , Jolar'K
ennedy.77and, 

-4 A
n all black-and-w

hite m
ovie: w

ould have :for that' m
atter, the'assassinations of R

ob-• 
been startling end, because it deals w

ith a 	
ert, K

en
n

ed
y an

d
 th

e R
ey. M

r.. K
in

g,  • 
10-year-old event, psychologically valid. • • 

''w
ould -do -w

ell to, read B
ernard; F

enster-
A

nother'problem
: A

t the film
's.clim

ax--': _ w
eld Jr.'s article, in the N

ovem
ber...Issue: 

the firing of the fatal bullets—
director 7 of_E

scitlire, in w
hich he m

unraarizes the 
M

iller recreates the K
ennedy lim

ousine - unexplained m
ysteries surrounding each 

and
 its occupants as seen  u

rn
, the  th

ree 	
of ,those. crim

es as,w
ell as the attem

pt on 
.:riflem

en's sights. T
his is done to re-info- ie

.- 71 ;the life of  
the, "three-gunn;ien theory," but unfortu-,-- 

;''Fen.sterw
ald's —

article • raftes,--; •serious 
.nately the doubles for the P

resident and •-.'questions, bid it also contains a piece of 
M

rs. K
ennedy are anything but realistic. 	

hopeful inform
ation: "T

w
o crucial `free- 

It breaks; the m
ovie's spell. A

nd so does 	
(km

- of inform
ation' cases," 

he w
rites, 

th
e clear p

h
otograp

h
y th

ru
 th

e rifle 	
"are being heard by the U

. S. C
ourt of- 

sights; it doesn't m
esh w

ell w
ith the actu- 	

A
ppeals . . . . one bearing on evidence in 

al footage, blurred and panicky, that pre- 	
the m

urder of President K
ennedy, the oth- 

cedes and follow
s it. 	

- 	
er on evidence in the m

urder of his broth- 
er. . . T

h
o 'th

e p
u

b
lic it gen

erally u
n

a-
w

are of th
ese latest d

evelop
m

en
ts, 

the 

• 
T

H
E

R
E

 A
R

E
 M

O
R

E
 q

u
estion

s: far 
, 

D
avid M

iller, the film
's director:: 

- 
If your goal, as you':sA

id 3n '7a-  recent 
interview

, w
as toliave the fictional M

ate-
rial and

- stock new
sreel footage ireach a 

certain point w
here you forget it's fiction 

and stock footage and -think that it's -  all 
real," w

hy,photopaphthe fictional m
ate-

, rial in
-color and have the. new

sreel filth in • 
black-and-w

hite? W
hy not m

ake the w
hole ,  

thing black-ant-w
hite? D

irector 'M
iller al. 

w
ays introduces :the.. - actual 'K

eim
edy foot-. 

▪
 age by having O

ne 	
charac- 

-leis see 'it on' teleV
isictr. U

nfortunately, 
M

ill 	
Its tO

 fr 	
th

e h
istori 1 

er neg er 	
am

o 	
ca m

a- 


