Desr Jin, Comsittes/Ray situation 3/5/T1

From your voice last night I kuow what was in your mind ani emotions. From long
and disagraeable years of having the same thoughts and feelings I offier sowe advice.

First you have to decide for yours:lf what is moat important to you. Then what to
do or not to do. If you believe you should make effcrts of some kind then you decide
what efforts and how to go about them, Whatever you decide, remember that this is not
the end of everything and that with what yiu or or no dot do you will have to live for
a long tise, This means do not do what seems to be expedient at this woment. Do what
you believe is right and necessary, howuver, you evaluate necessary. That is and nmust
be a persocaal decision.

Theese terrible people doing terrible things will not go ewey. My beliaf is that
ve should confront them. “t is also that we may not be entirely alone in it when we
do it. The opportunity for confrontations is not just in the immediate. The tmuediate
ia only the present problom.

While I have not had time to think it through carefully I have given it a little
thought. Ky belief about what to do come .from long experience of which you are aware
onough. It begins with the certainty of being right and ijtendéng to do right. You
will find that in time of adversity and particularly when facing sesningly overwhleming
odds this mesns much, This includes en important emotional consideration - there is no i
defeat, no failure in not succeeding. '

What I think you should do will nrot require a great amount of tine or a great
amount of thought. This is not a time for elaborate legnl briefings. It is 2 time for
the stating of aimple facts and basic beliefs. Tou need research neither,

Firat I think you sheuld postpone the depositions in 1448, If you do not you will
now go futo toem wnprepared. We have waited this long s couple of weeks more will meke
no -real differcnce, I suggeat you meck to set them fer -the week aftor the Willisms date,

You may want to cunsider us both apasicing to Preyer or your speaking to Ma yourself,
If you decide that it would bo better for me to be with you then I suggest conaidering
asking two membors of the steff to be with ua, perhaps & thdrd. If you do I think 1%
must be done by Preyer asking them to be pree:nt, not us. In order, Brooten, Cay and
Walsh. These three I believe will be homest. From those of the press I have spaken to
I gather that Freyer is longest of the Members om prinociple. ‘

1 have no reading on ony othsr Hember sufficient to permit a recosmendstion. I do
belisve that it would be embarrassing to some to be included, particularly Fauntroy.
Ho seems to have a good delationshiy with Dodd. I might talk to him. Boliing also seeme
to be of serious mind but I do not kmow,.

& Aside from this there are other statements you should be prepuring. We talked about

one, going into federal court with sn injunetion. If you do this there are some pijnts
you shoul ' not omit. Une is that “ongress does not have the right to investigate the

. murder except in pursusnce of a legislative need. This comcditiee hus made clear that

3 it regards its function &s solving both crimes. This is not a leglislative purpose. We

1 can both supply affidavits on this going back to the swwmer of 1975. inother is that

N the committee has not even begun to establish the body of the crime and is engaging

in a desparate media event to save iiself from the consequences of its own wrongful

act, that with a half year in which to do s0 it has not begin serious work, has

degenerated into a national disgrace with its petty blokering and commercializations

of these great i ragedies, and now seeks to save itself by further denying the rights

of a man whose legal remedies are not exhausted.l would add at a time when hia defense

is close to not the nebulous "threahold" the comauittee peates to the preca but definitive

and irrefutable snsers. Here you can make a general refersnce to your prior luotter to Bell,

(Here I suggest that you temper your Deeyfus reference by making it clear that Jimmy
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is a petty criminal but that our system of justice is beases upon the indivieibility
of justice, that the righta of all are established by the preservation and defemse of
the rights of the least of us.)

I think it would not be a bad idea to include a direct charge that in addition to
saving itself some of the Members of this ¢comrdtiee are in xka cahoots with a notorious
cormercialigzer who without your permission and by subterfuges demeaning to the bar if
not prohibited to it has obiained access to your client and tricked him in various wayse
To help with tids I am sending you a copy of the PW add for Lene's dook. “ou already
have the promotional piece from an sarlier edition in which they say April publication.
So these people have to continue the comauittee to kesp from msicing themselves lock
Toolish in the book that is part of a ruported six-~-figure couwercialization. The language
of the adi my source unfortunately amnotate lends itself to this as does tha promotion
I sent you. ",,,have already sparked the formmticn of a new Congressicnal comrdittoo. see
cartain to capture ths fuagibation of anyons interested in conspiracyees”

I think you should also write O'leill, with a copy of your reguest for an injunction
if you file one, earlier if nacessary with the promise of sending it. You should tell
hin that from your yezra-lonz representation of Ray and other work it is appareat that
in the timec of these groat tragedies and thevwafter the failure of all of societlss
institutions, all responding to oxternal preasures, perpetuated the trauma and led to -
the ourrent fallure of the logislative branch of government. Whay iz involved is not
merely internal bickering, it is 2 medis ovent in which thare hns been no serious work
from the outset and in fzet the ensctment of the resultion wa= procured on the dasis of
disinformation fabricated by two of the most notorious commercialicers of theez tragedies,
While you write him bacauss of your lawyer's obligation you want him to be aware of the
disrepute all of this is brioging upon the Congresz. Tiis mill decore more maledorous
if the comuttes, in im despsration, seaks the chesp sensation of pewEwmkkepxmyzitayx
taking testimony from any Zay, particularly at this Juncture, when thers is nobody on
the committee or itm ataff in 2 position %0 question hiz about fact, not tha fabircations
of Maric bane and Dick Gregpry. (Give him copies of both PW cheap chots by P-H.) Tell
hin $hat at the putset Ray s defense offered the ccamittae all the help possible and
that what the conmititee hal wae only that which ocould be forced upon it and having it
then procecded to ignore it as part of the lane commercialiration You really have to
£0 after Lane now and now the time is right for it. Tell him that jmmediately the com-
mittee sought to violaete RBay s righis sven when no purpose waa served by 1% exvept
porpetunting the official explunation of the crime, that oftcr vigovous protest Oprague
wrote and apologized and in Writdng and in personsl mectings continued to agsure the
preservation of Ray's rights. That you had nevor opposed Rayls mppesrence before the
committes if the preservation of his rights werc assured, That it has to beobvious that
if the comzittee believes “ay has lmowledge of the orime itself even though he has
already sworn he was not at the scene and did npot comrdt the crime the committes has to
egtabliish the body of the crime prior to boing shle te take meaningful) testimony from hime
There is no way of not jeopardizing Ray's rights if he is now called and gquestionad by
those not knowing what to question Mim aboul end not having any basie £ea for either
guestioning hm or really knowing anything about the crime. Tell him also that in ite
report, based on no inveatigntion st sll, and :!.n pany irrespensible public statemunts
menbers of the comudttee have already ordained “ay the assasein, leaving open only the
question of comspiracy. This in itself precludes any possibility of Rayls appearing
before the comrmdttee without irreparsble damage %o his unexhausted legal righta.

Add that all of this will be magnified 1f the committee hears him in executive
sassion froc which prejudicial selection can then be made. Extend this to Jerry, who

can be relevent only with the preconception of “Yimmy's guilt.

Offer the opion that there should be a Congresaionsl investigation of Loth crimes
t not as murders, that you favor such an investigution and will help it in any proper
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way. floke that wes Say that doing this properly not only preserves Ray's rights but
enables the establishing of truth s a proper vart of a proper lesislative function.
Hare 1'd@ quote from two court records, the DJ's certification of my eredentisls and
the C.is on "nation’s interest." You might want to tell him that I offered to Sprague,
and I'm sure Brooten will resember it, to Join him in all wy suits to save him time if
he was reiused what I seck m€xtkz by the executive agencies gnu that I offered the
coumlttee &ll of my worke I tidnk that with the present situation Deonovan Gay will
probably be truthful and say he had plsnned to cowe hore with his own xerox machine

to copy ny files aud that as part of his function on an earlier committee ho had
knowledged of their definitiveness and authentieity.

After you tell hix there is no posaible way in which this commiiteo can succeed or
now gan fail to bring more disrepute upon the fouse thot wo ds favol his antablishing
of a nev comitiee in which its legislative respansibilities sre sot forth explicitly
and it is limited to what will avpld media events and fishinz expeditions sgrinal those
agencies that wust be looked at in connection with both erimes - that there simply is
Bo vay of avoidjng them,

484 that you represent me in this as in thoss litigations by which I have obtained
some of the records 1 have and that from your ewn kuowledge I can provide any proper
commi ttee with the basls of both investigntions Af the Congrass will but begin with what
is required by logml consicderations, establishing the body of both crimes. This will
save great suns of money, enprmous amounts of time, limit what the coumittee can feel -
called upon to look into - and say spocdificelly that as ono exampls thero is no
gquestion but that the FBI did not kill Dr. - ing, the ouly possible mearing of the mip=
information that turned the black causcu on. Id go farthur and say thati while there
has been serious fallings in these sponeles they 442 not comdd orlglnal sin znd mm
there must be an end to ikixs the irresponsible blawving of them for svery imaginary
fault - that if they are hsld to account what what they actually did tids will stremgthen
not-weaken them and at the sawe tire avpid Uongressiogal irreaponsibility which has
tainted all on tikis subject going buck fo the beginnings of the recolutions of 1975.

Tell hin that if he hes any question we will satify ldm is coulidsnce through
enyone of his slecticn, that if he wanis testismony in suppert of such a new reaolution
ve will provide it and that if he Joes net ugrec and slects to coatiuue this vounlitee
we ask to b2 heed by the Rules committec in opposition to it. He will kmow thainwe
can approach thos: pembers of Bulse who are opposed and that tuis can wake quitc;
stink, one of the rzasons for the snclosures on Lane,

Tsk kic to ask himeelf where you use the cort quotes why the comuitiee nsver asked
se for any of this material even after I offered it and afier itas research director
bad sald 3o Qotober that he wao coulng up for what he kaew 1 had and all else I ecould
give hin when tiasse are 312 formorly sup ressed ofiicail records. He’lli know that those
opposad, especislly Hepublicens, will clubber him and the Vemocrate in Rules and on the
floor for thia nlons on a nurber of correct iassues including cost. If you say this is
up to 20 filee cabinets of matordal Lt 451l get thrwugh 4o him haxder. lou can add that
it 42 311 2lrveady comaltted to the public through a walvsraity systew so there is no
possible comrorcialization ani that vesidss, the requsst was from the resesrch director,

hisg initiative, not nmine.

Somowhers include that although Sprague knew you had spent seven long ycars om
tis came he never asked you a aingle question about the crime iiself and told us that
when Ms staff had failed to pick up the bruifings of both sidez in ihe litightion he
said he hed ordered them not $o rovad the bricfings of both sides on the spardous ground
that this would prejudice lawyers. isit what kind of lawycrs ke hirved!

The right l:otter to O'Heill can turn ihia arcund nows Lo it in haste to get it done
and toll hinm that you have to hasten to prevent another national disgvace ani the per-
petuation of those great traume and in the interest of the Lougress and porular atiitudoo
towsrd 1t. I ihink even Bud would help now snd cane e went iuzto this without kunowing

wint was nfoot yesterday. Souf luck!



