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Dear %, Yeyeldn, . in saying

Your excsllent aditorial "Fact/Ficﬁ.on '$n Telovision" aska/"#hy anyone thought sach
tinkering with the story of Rev, Finy wes needsd Ls beyond us.” f

axmong the ruaspne obvious to & subject expert is to say other than the facts say,
which is trus of “the three so-cslied "iocu-drmap® doaling with the political assassine
tions. 411 say what is not true and comld not be ssid in & straight documentary. It ie
t+ his Orwellisn, regardless of vhat may have boan in the comrercislizing minds.

In the Abby Mann rewriting of history his sources are 83 apparsnt as are those
characters who epposed kis aprroache Those to whom Yann ls indebted appear larger than
their tall statures in real life. Those who opposed him are writien down and out.
undorstand that arter a dispute wieh Rev. Ralph Abernathy Mann thraatmad to eliminate
that rart entirely.)

Without tids Fonn would have been reduced to repeating the work of others. Without
perimeicn and crediting that is plagiariam. ¥ith crediting the sannia who know better
than the truth bave ego problems with themselves. achieved

In revising the actunlities of the “ing assussination Hann/a totality of imperfection
that is not explained by his ripping off of long=time friend and associste, like-minded
Kark Lane, In laene's commercialization ripping off 6id not meet hio ego needs., He had to
Anprove upon truth,Thus a new and thanka to Hapn and REC more widely diaseminated fabri-
cation, thattihe FBI assassinated Ur. King.Mann'a “improvesent” of Lane's "faot" oxtundod
mtothaamoofthscﬁu,loule and characters alike.

The Y¥ann/NC infidelity 1s not accidental, Both ware fa*wamd Haithsr bothorad
to lecam tha tmth. :

Tais gets back to why tmm vao "ti.nkanne with tho story of Rov. Bage"

If one is 1imited to feot and reason one has no basis for even suspecting that the

FXI killed or was responsibdle for lliny Dr. Kinge. The FII's failures and coffenses lie
in other Jirections,

But with a six-Tigure advunce for the Lane booi and $5,000,000 in the ienn "Coot
drams,” who can say that fooling Hother Truth does not pay?

Sincerely,

Y ;.
i ;

h Three comterciel TV networks, three i ‘»
"doou-dramas”, thres rewritings S ;
- of history end fact. Harold Welsberg



