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WASHINGTON Twd nationally known government critics claimed Tuesday that the BI "should be consid- ered the prime suspect" in 	' ling of, civil rights ;., leader Martin Luther Xing r. 
Mark Lane, an assassinations researcher, and Gregory, a -• --r-- • an t :01P1211r ac ivist 

tne allegations a a news conference • pu, ft* 
new bobk, ''Code Name 'Zorro'—the Murder of Martin Luther King Jr.",  . 	• 	• 	, 	•, 	• , 	•• '' They based their claim on a pattern of evidence either . already on the public record or found through additional resea . • • . .; say indicates the 	late FBI director, J'.'. 	r HoOver, 	ed King deati. 	. 	• . 	... 

said the bureau would have "no comment" on the allegation that it c 	to have 

/of-  T „!.._, 
..*hpe-  . .S ars:, King killed. 

day of the assassination in a lot that involved city and 
• • Dr. King's police prot ion; wiast-4movdd on the ' . 

THE BOOK alleges tha 'Acl4f"" .) I'• 

f 	authorities. 	• • ,- 	.''. 	L 	• 	.. ...'3.'''.  

• . 	 t hi the Atlanta office which was referred to as the "destnry King squad" investigated and cov-ered up the death of King, a Nobel Prize winner. 

iraLso says [a 21-year FBI veteran, Arthur Miir-tagh, recalls 'that when King was shot in Memphis, • 

ZORRO, LANE Said, was the FBI's code name for 

%asp the anti-King Atlanta unit expressed delight 

icial reacted. "They filially got the —." 
got 'Zorro' the —," Lane said of how one to 2 

-news Conference, :Lane and .Gregory alsof showed parts of a taped interview, with Ray, who main- tained his innocence. • 	I • ' 	- InterViewed in his prison cell in Tennessee by Lane,) 
said he was coerced into pleading guilty by statt an• federal authorities who threatened to harm his brothers if he did otherwise. 	• • 	• 

That assertion was supported by Jerry Ray, the con-.victed killer's brother, who said a third brother, John Ray, is serving an 18-year sentence for a "bank robbery 

	

" 	' 
regozy book comes at a time at which the 

eaguired House Committee on ArisassinationS 'ap-
rs to have overcome all congressional obstacles in drive to determine who killed King and former Presi- 

	

John Kennedy. 	 ' - 

	

assassinations 	by internal bicker- 
ing aiili--difr-arigmsional opposition, secured a $2.5 million budget last week after trimming its initial re- , est by $4 million. 

a new staff 'recto 

• King's convicted assassin, James Earl R.*, who pleaded guilty to the murder before publicly recanting the confession, was set up as a patsy by unnamed indi-- 'duals. - 	 • e thelossk covers considerable material included the Senate Select Committee on Intelligence's report year, it apparently includes some nevefindingi." 
book depicts a "cozy" relationship between the: phis police department and the FRI, including the' that 'a top • police Official was a good eqd and er colleague of Hoove 	j/orla Pt") 

COMMITTEE la 
while it shops am 
Richard Sprague, the co 
gun on ,the eve of an important reconstitution vote in 
March.  

One staffer said the current co 
without a rudder sailing sm — 4.. 	e .0vY 	 haugAl., 
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brother of James 

where Martin Luther King was 


