
W
hy A

nother A
ssassination Inquiry? 

B
y D

A
V

ID
 B

IN
D

E
R

 

W
A

S
H

IN
G

T
O

N
—

O
n

 th
e eve of th

e 13th
. an

n
iver-

sary of th
e assassin

ation
 of P

resid
en

t Joh
n

 F
. K

en
n

e-
d

y, su
b

p
oen

as h
ave b

een
 sen

t ou
t in

 search
 of n

ew
 

in
form

ation
 ab

ou
t h

is m
u

rd
er an

d
 th

at of th
e R

ev. 
D

r. M
a
rtin

 L
u

th
er K

in
g
 J

r. T
h

e In
v
estig

a
tio

n
 

lau
n

ch
ed

 b
y th

e n
ew

ly estab
lish

ed
 H

ou
se S

elect C
om

-
m

ittee on
 A

ssa.ssin
ation

s is th
e sixth

 to b
e- con

d
u

cted
 

on
 a large scale b

y G
overn

m
en

t* officials sin
ce th

e 
35th

 P
resid

en
t w

as k
illed

 N
ov. 22, 1963. 

W
h

y an
oth

er in
q

u
iry? Its origin

s ap
p

ear to . lie 
in

 fou
r q

u
arters: a C

on
gressm

an
 w

h
o is a self-styled

 
"student 

of 
p

olitical assassin
ation

s,"
 an

oth
er w

h
o 

gen
u

in
ely b

elieves in
 a con

sp
iracy th

eory, a grou
p

 
o
f b

la
ck

 C
o
n

g
ressm

en
 w

h
o
 feel th

e K
in

g
 m

u
rd

er 
in

vestigation
 w

as a cover-u
p

 an
d

, fin
ally, som

e C
ap

i-
tol H

ill in
vestigators w

h
o feel th

ere are still u
n

p
u

r-
su

ed
 trails. B

eyon
d

 th
ese m

otives is a lin
gerin

g su
sp

i-
cion

 on
 th

e
.  H

ill th
at even

 if th
e C

en
tral In

telligen
ce 

A
gen

cy's p
ast m

isd
eed

s h
ave b

een
 largely exp

osed
, 

p
arallel m

isd
eed

s of th
e F

ed
eral B

u
reau

 of In
vestiga-

tion
 an

d
 its lon

g-tim
e ch

ief, J. E
d

gar H
oover, rem

ain
 

largely unexam
ined. 

C
on

gressm
an

 H
en

ry B
. G

on
zalez, th

e p
rom

oter of 
th

e n
ew

 H
ou

se in
q

u
iry in

to th
e. K

en
n

ed
y an

d
 K

in
g 

m
u

rd
ers, said

 it w
as "

th
e su

m
m

er of 1973—
W

ater-
gate—

w
h

en
 I b

ecam
e in

w
ard

ly very d
istu

rb
ed

, th
at 

certain
 q

u
estion

s b
ecam

e very p
oign

an
t, th

at th
e 

F
.B

.I. w
ou

ld
 d

estroy d
ocu

m
en

ts, an
d

 th
at th

e C
.I.A

. 
w

as corru
p

tib
le."

 M
r. G

on
zalez, tau

th
or of th

e reso-
lu

tion
 on

 F
eb

. 19, 1975, th
at even

tu
ally gave b

irth
 

to
 th

e n
ew

 co
m

m
ittee, sa

id
 "

W
a
terg

a
te ra

ised
 to

 
a seriou

s level q
u

estion
s I h

ad
 su

p
p

ressed
 b

efore."
 

T
h

e T
ex

a
s D

em
o
cra

t, b
y
 h

is o
w

n
 a

cco
u

n
t, h

a
s 

b
een

 in
terested

 in
 th

e K
en

n
ed

y assassin
ation

 ever 
sin

ce th
at d

ay in
 D

allas w
h

en
 h

e rod
e in

 th
e m

otor-
ca

d
e th

a
t ca

rried
 th

e P
resid

en
t to

 h
is d

ea
th

. M
r. 

G
on

zalez, w
h

o w
as 47 years old

 at th
e tim

e, b
egan

  

collectin
g a p

rivate file on
 th

e m
u

rd
er. H

e h
as re-

m
ain

ed
 a "

stu
d

en
t of p

olitical assassin
ation

s"
 ever 

sin
ce, ad

d
in

g th
e K

in
g m

u
rd

er, th
e k

illin
g of R

ob
ert 

F
. K

en
n

ed
y an

d
 th

e attem
p

t on
 th

e life of
, A

labam
a's 

G
ov. G

eorge W
allace to his interests. 	

-
 

E
arlier th

is year h
e fou

n
d

 an
 ally in

 T
h

om
as N

. 
D

ow
n

in
g, D

em
ocrat of V

irgin
ia, w

h
o, after view

in
g 

an
 am

ateu
r film

 of th
e K

en
n

ed
y assassin

ation
, con

-
ch

id
ed

 th
at th

e sh
ootin

g w
as n

ot th
e w

ork
 of L

ee 
H

arvey O
sw

ald
 b

u
t of a con

sp
iracy. T

h
e tw

o R
ep

re-
sen

tatives w
ere im

p
ressed

 b
y th

e w
ork

 of th
e S

en
ate 

S
elect C

om
m

ittee on
 In

telligen
te, w

h
ich

 h
ad

 exh
au

s-
tively stu

d
ied

 th
e p

ossib
le relation

sh
ip

 b
etw

een
 th

e 
k

illin
g of P

resid
en

t K
en

n
ed

y an
d

 th
e C

.I.A
.'s p

lots 
to assassin

ate C
u

b
a's P

rem
ier F

id
el C

astro. T
h

at, 
stu

d
y b

egan
 w

ith
 S

en
ator R

ich
ard

 S
. S

ch
w

eik
cr's 

statem
en

t th
at th

e 1964 W
arren

 C
om

m
ission

 rep
ort 

w
o
u

ld
 "

co
lla

p
se lik

e a
 h

o
u

se o
f ca

rd
s"

 w
h

en
 a

ll 
th

e evid
en

ce w
as in

 an
d

 en
d

ed
 last Ju

n
e w

ith
 th

e 
less co

n
fid

en
t co

n
clu

sio
n

 th
a
t th

ere w
ere still 

"prom
ising leads" to be explored. 

R
ep

resen
tatives D

ow
n

in
g an

d
 G

on
zalez fou

gh
t to 

get an investigation of their ow
n approved. T

he R
ules 

C
O

m
m

ittee w
as even

ly sp
lit for a tim

e. A
 stau

n
ch

 
op

p
on

en
t w

as B
.F

. S
isk

, th
e C

aliforn
ia D

em
ocrat, 

w
h

o d
eclared

 on
 th

e H
ou

se floor on
 S

ep
t. 17: "

L
et 

m
e u

rge m
y colleagu

es, for gosh
 sak

es, if th
ey h

ave 
a
n

y
 resp

ect, a
s I'm

 su
re th

ey
 d

o
, fo

r th
e d

o
lla

rs 
of ou

r taxp
ayers, let u

s vote th
is resolu

tion
 d

ow
n

."
 

'H
e sp

ok
e of "

w
itch

 h
u

n
ters"

 w
ith

 "
som

e k
in

d
 of 

A
 m

elod
ram

atic d
esire for th

e m
orb

id
"

 an
d

 ob
served

: 
"

I th
o
u

g
h

t w
e p

u
t th

is tin
g
 to

 b
ed

 a
 lo

n
g
 tim

e 
a

g
o

, b
u

t it seem
s to

 ev
er ra

ise its h
ea

d
."

 E
u

n
ice 

S
h

riv
er, sister o

f th
e K

en
 ed

y
s w

a
s a

m
o

n
g

 th
o

se 
con

d
em

n
in

g th
e p

rop
osal as a p

u
b

licity-seek
in

g ac- 
tion. 	

. 
B

u
t n

ew
 d

isclosu
res of F

.B
.I. coveru

p
s in

 th
e in

ves-
tigation

 o M
artin

 L
u

th
er K

in
g's d

eath
 b

reath
ed

 n
ew

 
life in

to th
e cau

se ch
am

p
ion

ed
 b

y R
ep

resen
tatives 

' sin
ce, ad

d
in

g th
e K

in
g m

u
rd

er, th
e k

illin
g of R

ob
ert 

j  
tan

t m
em

b
ers of th

e C
on

glession
al b

lack
 cau

cu
s,) 

including W
alter F

auntroy, delegate from
 the D

istrict 
of C

olu
m

b
ia, an

d
 R

on
ald

 V
. D

ellu
m

s, D
em

ocrat o 
C

alifornia.. 	
. 

 
M

r. G
on

zalez w
as also p

ersu
asive am

on
g R

ep
u

b
li-

can
s, in

clu
d

in
g th

e in
flu

en
tial Joh

n
 A

n
d

erson
 of Illi- 

n
ois, argu

in
g th

at it w
as tim

e for a d
isp

assion
ate 

C
on

gresson
al stu

d
y of p

olitical assassin
ation

s in
 th

is 
cou

n
try. "

E
n

ou
gh

 tim
e h

as elap
sed

 to get an
 ob

jec 
tive an

d
 u

n
im

p
assion

ed
 view

 of th
e 'facts,"

 h
e said

. 
In

 th
e en

d
, h

e an
d

 M
r. D

ow
n

in
g h

ad
 80 co-sp

on
sors. 

A
 d

istin
ctive featu

re of th
e n

ew
 In

vestigation
 is 

th
at it w

ill b
e con

d
u

cted
 b

y a p
rofession

al in
vestiga- ' 

tive attorney, R
ichard A

. Sprague, w
ho handled m

ore 
th

an
 60' first-d

egree m
u

rd
er cases as a p

rosecu
tor 

in
 P

en
n

sylvan
ia. P

reviou
s in

vestigation
s h

ad
 p

olice-
m

en
 an

d
 law

yers as staff aid
es, M

r. G
on

zalez said
, 

but never a professional prosecutor. 
Is th

ere, in
 fact, m

ore to b
e learn

ed
 ab

ou
t su

ch
 

m
u

ch
-d

iscu
ssed

 an
d

 lon
g p

ast even
ts as th

e K
en

n
ed

y 
an

d
 K

in
g m

u
rd

ers? A
 C

ap
itol H

ill official fam
iliar 

w
ith

 th
e* S

en
ate in

vestigation
 th

at en
d

ed
 last Ju

n
e 

said last w
eek that "som

e things are w
orth pursuing" 

an
d

 th
at th

e S
en

ate com
m

ittee h
ad

 "
p

ok
ed

' a p
retty 

good
 h

ole in
 th

e W
arren

 C
om

m
ission

 rep
ort."

 . 
T

h
e official w

as referrin
g p

rin
cip

ally to still in
con

-
clu

sive F
.B

.I. rep
orts ab

ou
t a C

u
b

an
 agen

t n
am

ed
 

R
olan

d
o C

u
lelo w

h
o ap

p
aren

tly w
ork

ed
 b

oth
 fin

 th
e 

C
.I.A

. an
d

 M
r. C

astro, an
d

 ab
ou

t m
ysteriou

s figu
res 

w
h

o slip
p

ed
 ou

t of th
e U

n
ited

 S
tates an

d
 in

to C
u

b
a 

sh
ortly after th

e assassin
ation

 13 years ago.`` `,, 
T

h
e latest "

n
ew

"
 p

iece of evid
en

ce, in
d

icatin
g th

at 
L

ee H
a
rv

ey
 O

sw
a
ld

 w
a
s k

n
o
w

n
 to

 h
a
v
e to

ld
 th

e 
C

astro governm
ent 'of his m

urder plan, is a m
em

oran-
d

u
m

 b
y J. E

d
gar H

oover to th
e W

arren
 C

om
m

ission
. 

It h
as b

een
 d

ism
issed

 b
y C

on
gression

al in
vestigators 

as "insignificant." 

D
avid B

in
der is a reporter in

 th
e W

ash
in

gton
 bu

-
reau

 of T
h

e N
ew

 Y
ork T

im
es. 



S
u

spicion
s of . B

u
n

glin
g an

d .C
over. u

p S
till L

in
ger 

A
ssociated P

ress 
President and M

rs. K
ennedy, w

ith John C
onnally, shortly before the President w

as shot in D
allas.. 


