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M
ark L

ane's case for an official inquiry into 
the assassination in M

em
phis 

"A
 few

 m
onths ago, w

hen for the;first tim
e 

those w
ho had been close to D

r. K
ing 

b
egan

 to en
cou

rage a seriou
s 

investigation into the facts, I w
ent to 

M
em

phis'again. W
hat I discovered there 

should, and I think w
ill, result in a serious 

in
vestigation

 b
y C

on
gress in

to th
e 

con
sp

iracy to k
illD

r. K
in

gan
d

 th
e p

ecu
liar 

role played by the F
B

I in the events 
surrounding that'crim

e." 



7 

Steps an 
Assass toination 
TH

E FBI 
AND TH

E 
M

URDER OF 
LUTHER h

ave con
d

u
cted

 
 and I  
cagciu

 cted
 

an intensive 
in

vestigation
 

K
 

 
into th

e m
u

rd
er of D

r. M
artin

 
L

uther 
	 Jr. W

hile that 

an
d

 p
en

d
in

g a fu
ll rep

ort to 
th

e relevan
t m

em
b

ers of th
e C

on
gress, certain

 
in

form
ation

 sh
ou

ld
 n

ot b
e sh

ared
. H

ow
ever, I b

elieve 
th

at th
ere is su

fficien
t in

form
ation

 n
ow

 availab
le to 

p
rove b

eyon
d

 d
ou

b
t, th

at D
r. K

in
g's assassin

ation
 

w
as th

e resu
lt of a con

sp
iracy; th

at p
erson

s associat-
ed

 w
ith

 th
e F

B
I took

 d
ecisive action

s before th
e 

M
ARTIN  by M

ark L
ane 

D
uring the last 

w
eek

s, A
b

b
y 

• 
•
 	

•
 



LU
TH

E 
L

IC
1
1
1
1
1
 sA

ars. 

h
ave con

d
u

cted
 

an
 in

ten
sive 

in
vestigation

 

K
I 
	 in

to th
e m

u
rd

er of D
r. M

artin
 

L
uther K

ing, Jr. W
hile that 

in
vestigation

 con
tin

u
es 

an
d

 p
en

d
in

g ,a fu
ll rep

ort to 
th

e relevan
t m

em
b

ers of th
e C

on
gress, certain

 
in

form
ation

 sh
ou

ld
 n

ot b
e sh

ared
. H

ow
ever, I b

elieve 
th

at th
ere is su

fficien
t in

form
ation

 n
ow

 availab
le to 

p
rove b

eyon
d

 d
ou

b
t, th

at D
r. K

in
g's assassin

ation
 

w
as th

e resu
lt of a con

sp
iracy; th

at p
erson

s associat-
ed

 w
ith

 th
e F

B
I took

 d
ecisive action

s before th
e 

m
u

rd
er, w

h
ich

 h
ad

 th
e effect of p

erm
ittin

g th
e 

assassin
, after h

e k
illed

 D
r. K

in
g, to leave th

e scen
e 

u
n

d
etected

; an
d

 th
at th

ose in
 th

e F
B

I w
h

o h
ad

 said
 

th
at th

ey w
an

ted
 D

r. K
in

g to d
ie w

ere ch
arged

 b
y th

e 
U

n
ited

 S
tates govern

m
en

t w
ith

 con
d

u
ctin

g th
e en

tire 
in

vestigation
 in

to h
is d

eath
. 

y concern w
ith the m

urder 
o
f , D

r. K
in

g
 w

as im
m

e-
d
iate. W

ith
in

 d
ay

s after h
e 

w
as killed on A

pril 4, 1968, 
I tra

v
e
le

d
 to

 M
e
m

p
h
is, 

T
en

n
essee, to

 in
terv

iew
 

w
itn

esses. I sp
en

t co
n

sid
erab

le tim
e w

ith
 

C
h
arles Q

. S
tep

h
en

s, th
e o

n
e p

erso
n
 th

e 
D

epartm
ent of Justice later developed as the 

key w
itness of substance against Jam

es E
arl 

R
ay. W

hen I saw
 S

tephens, the federal and 
local police w

ere allegedly searching only for 
E

ric G
alt (their initial suspect), so that I could 

not ask S
tephens if the m

an he saw
 fleeing 

from
 the scene w

ith a rifle in his hand w
as in 

fact Jam
es E

arl R
ay. Y

et the description that 
S

tephens gave m
e precluded the possibility 

th
at h

e h
ad

 seen
 R

ay
. L

ater S
tep

h
en

s w
as 

jailed as a m
aterial w

itness. 
T

h
e w

o
m

an
 w

h
o
 o

p
erated

 th
e b

o
ard

in
g
 

house from
 w

hich the shot w
as allegedly fired 

and w
ho had rented a room

 to the presum
ed 

C
opyright o

  1976, M
ark L

ane  

riflem
an never identified R

ay as the m
an w

ho 
had rented the room

. M
y concern turned to 

suspicion regarding the case against R
ay as the 

lone killer, as the evidence seem
ed to indicate 

the unlikelihood of that proposition; particu-
larly as R

ay him
self, in open court, announced 

that there had been a conspiracy to kill D
r. 

K
ing. A

t that tim
e I w

as still probing the facts 
su

rro
u
n
d
in

g
 th

e assassin
atio

n
 o

f P
resid

en
t 

K
en

n
ed

y
 an

d
 w

as an
x
io

u
s to

 av
o
id

 th
e 

discrediting prefix,_assassination buff, w
hich 

b
y
 th

en
 h

ad
 b

eg
u
n
 to

 p
reced

e m
y
 n

am
e 

w
henever it appeared. I confess I w

as guided 
far to

o
 m

u
ch

 b
y

 im
ag

e an
d

 to
o

 little b
y

 
p
rin

cip
led

 co
m

m
itm

en
t as I d

ecid
ed

 th
at 

so
m

eo
n
e else w

o
u
ld

 su
rely

 ex
am

in
e an

d
 

analyze the facts. 
A

 few
 m

onths ago, w
hen for the first tim

e 
those w

ho had been close to D
r. K

ing began to 
en

co
u
rag

e a serio
u

s in
v

estig
atio

n
 in

to
 th

e 
facts, I w

en
t to

 M
em

p
h

is ag
ain

. W
h

at I 
discovered there should, and I think probably 
w

ill, result in an investigation by C
ongress  

into the conspiracy to kill D
r. K

ing and the 
peculiar role played by the F

B
I in the events 

surrounding that crim
e. 

W
hy the T

im
e Is R

ight for a 
N

ew
 Investigation 

A
lthough m

ore than 100 m
em

bers of the 
H

o
u
se o

f R
ep

resen
tativ

es h
av

e sp
o

n
so

red
 

resolutions calling for an investigation by a 
S

elect C
om

m
ittee into the assassination of 

P
resident K

ennedy, a few
 leaders, including 

P
hillip B

urton (D
.-C

alif.), R
ichard B

olling 
(D

.-M
o
.), an

d
 T

h
o
m

as P
. O

'N
eil, Jr. (D

.- 
M

ass.), speaking, they say, on behalf of the 
K

ennedy fam
ily, have prevented the C

ongress 
from

 voting on the question. P
resum

ably w
e 

w
ould know

 m
uch less about W

atergate had 
R

ich
ard

 N
ix

o
n

's fam
ily

 su
g

g
ested

 to
 th

e 
S

enate that they w
ould be discom

forted by 
that investigation. 

C
an

 o
n
e th

en
 lo

o
k
 to

w
ard

 th
e C

o
n
g
ress  

w
ith optim

ism
 regarding an investigation into 

the m
urder of D

r. K
ing and the F

B
I cover-up 

of that crim
e? I think that an analysis reveals a 

changing set of circum
stances. T

he pow
er in 

th
e C

o
n
g
ress h

as sh
ifted

 fro
m

 th
o
se w

h
o
 

obsequiously sought to be solicitous of S
en. 

K
en

n
ed

y
's co

n
cern

, reg
ard

less o
f th

e ex
-

pressed w
ishes of their ow

n constituents. T
he 

w
ish to be close to the throne is no longer 

operating to the detrim
ent of an open and 

public investigation, since the N
ew

 Y
ork C

ity 
convention dem

onstrated that S
en. K

ennedy 
w

ill not occupy that position. T
he pow

er base 
in the C

ongress has m
oved, as the prom

inent 
m

em
bers in the H

ouse m
aneuver-for leader-

ship positions, to those w
ho have supported 

and w
ho are relied upon by Jim

m
y C

arter. 
P

erhaps even m
ore im

portant than this shift 
and com

plim
entary to it is the fact that there is 

the B
lack C

aucus, an organized and effective 
fo

rce in
 th

e H
o

u
se th

at m
ay

 d
em

an
d

 an
 

investigation into the m
urder of D

r. K
ing now

 
as the facts are developed. 

W
ashington N

ew
sw

orks A
ugust 26-S

eptem
ber I 



Steps to K
ing's A

ssassination 

1. W
itn

ess S
trip

p
in

g 
O

n A
pril 3, 1968, an observer could have 

safely, although as it turned out, erroneously, 
predicted that during the follow

ing day four 
black m

en, em
ployed by the city of M

em
phis, 

w
ould have been present near the L

orraine 

M
otel. 
F

loyd N
ew

sum
, a M

em
phis firem

an, had 

b
een

 assig
n
ed

 to
 a fire co

m
p
an

y
 at F

ire 

S
tatio

n
 T

w
o
, ju

st a few
 y

ard
s fro

m
 th

e 

L
orraine M

otel balcony on w
hich D

r. K
ing 

w
as m

urdered. N
ew

sum
 w

as a vigorous and 

co
n
sisten

t su
p
p
o
rter o

f th
e stru

g
g
le o

f th
e 

R
edditt recalled th

e scen
e of th

eir 
arrival. "

W
e w

ere sittin
g th

ere in
 

th
e car w

ith
 th

e radio on
. S

ittin
g 

righ
t in

 fron
t of m

y h
ou

se. I w
as 

w
ondering w

hat this w
as all about 

an
d w

h
at w

as h
appen

in
g at th

e 
L

o
rra

in
e M

o
tel in

 m
y a

b
sen

ce 
w

h
en

 an
 an

n
ou

n
cer in

terru
pted 

th
e broadcast to an

n
ou

n
ce th

at 
D

r. K
in

g h
ad ju

st been
 sh

ot."
 

sanitation w
orkers on w

hose behalf D
r. K

ing 

had returned to M
em

phis. N
ew

sum
 attended 

th
e m

eetin
g
 at th

e M
aso

n
 T

em
p
le o

n
 th

e 
evening of A

pril 3, heard D
r. K

ing's fam
ous 

and prophetic last speech, and returned hom
e 

at approxim
ately eleven o'clock that:night to 

le
a
rn

 th
a
t a

n
 u

rg
e
n
t c

a
ll fro

m
 th

e
 F

ire
 

D
ep

artm
en

t to
 _

h
is h

o
m

e d
em

an
d
ed

 an
 

im
m

ediate response. W
hen he called back, he 

w
as ordered not to report to F

ire S
tation T

w
o, 

but to report to another station m
any m

iles 
aw

ay. H
e asked w

hy, but w
as given no reason 

for the "tem
porary transfer." 

T
he only other black firem

an assigned to 
F

ire S
tation T

w
o, at the scene of the m

urder, 
w

as also transferred out the night before the 
m

urder. B
oth m

en w
ere surplus em

ployees at 
their new

 assignm
ents and both m

en left their 
co

m
p
an

ies at F
ire S

tatio
n
 T

w
o
 so

 u
n
d
er-

m
anned that the fire equipm

ent could not be 

dispatched until w
hite firem

en w
ere sent in to 

fill the vacancies. T
he tw

o firem
en, N

ew
sum

 
and N

.E
. W

allace, had been the only blacks at 
F

ire S
tation T

w
o. A

fter D
r. K

ing w
as killed, 

N
ew

sum
, w

ho suspected that his transfer m
ay 

D
r. K

ing speaking at C
ardoza H

igh School in 1967. 

w
hose hom

e D
r. K

ing w
as to have dinner that 

night, had called the police and asked that 
R

ed
d
itt b

e assig
n
ed

 to
 p

ro
v
id

e secu
rity

. 
R

ed
d
itt w

as k
n
o
w

n
 to

 th
e m

o
v
em

en
t in

 
M

em
p
h
is an

d
 tru

st,..1
 as a co

m
p
eten

t an
d
 

thorough officer. R
edditt w

as surprised that 
his entire detail consisted of one assistant, and 
frankly suspicious that R

ichm
ond had been 

assigned m
ore to spy on him

 for the police 
than to assist him

 in protecting D
r. K

ing. 

2. S
ecu

rity S
trip

p
in

g 
A

t approxim
ately four o'clock in the after-

noon, L
i. A

rkin, the head of the M
em

phis 
intelligence office, arrived at the firehouse and 
told R

edditt to accom
pany him

 to the office of 
_ F

rank H
ollom

an, the D
irector of the P

olice 
and F

ire D
epartm

ents in M
em

phis. R
edditt 

explained that he could not leave his post, but 
did so w

hen A
rkin told him

 that H
ollom

an 
had ordered him

 to his office. W
hen R

edditt 
arrived, H

ollom
an introduced him

 to a m
an 

he described as a "S
ecret S

ervice agent w
ho 

h
as ju

st flo
w

n
 in

 h
ere fro

m
 W

ash
in

g
to

n
." 

1
-1

..1
1
r.rn

a
n

 o
v
n

la
 ;n

o
e
l th

a
t th

e
 T

n
itP

ti.c
ra

te
s
 

R
edditt in custody by car to his hom

e. R
edditt 

recalled the scene of their arrival at his house. 
"W

e w
ere sitting there in the car w

ith the radio 
on. S

itting right in front of m
y house. I w

as 

w
ondering w

hat this w
as all about and w

hat 
w

as happening at the L
orraine M

otel in m
y 

absence w
hen an announcer interrupted the 

broadcast to announce that D
r. K

ing had just 
been shot." 

T
he police officers rem

ained in R
edditt's 

house for tw
o days. "T

hey w
ere w

atching m
e," 

he said. "T
hey provided no surveillance, no 

stakeouts outside the house. If som
eone threw

 
a bom

b in the w
indow

, they w
ould have been 

tw
o m

ore casualties." 
T

w
o
 d

ay
s later, said

 R
ed

d
itt, "1

 g
o
t th

e 
w

o
rd

 to
 g

o
 b

ack
 to

 w
o
rk

. W
h
at ab

o
u
t th

e 
contract on m

y life?. . .1 never heard another 
e 

w
ord about that during the last eight years." 
T

his strange series of events presum
ably left .1 

o
n
ly

 P
atro

lm
an

 R
ich

m
o
n
d
 o

n
 th

e scen
e. 

H
ow

ever, he told m
e recently that he w

as in 
e
 

the police station, far from
 the scene, w

hen D
r. 

e
 

K
ing w

as shot. R
ichm

ond, w
ho still w

orks for 
th

e p
o
lice, refu

sed
 to

 tell m
e 

u
n
d
er w

h
a
t 



at approxim
ately eleven o m

om
( m

at nignt to 
learn

 th
at an

 u
rg

en
t call fro

m
 th

e F
ire 

D
ep

artm
en

t to
 h

is h
o
m

e d
em

an
d
ed

 an
 

im
m

ediate response. W
hen he called back, he 

w
as ordered not to report to F

ire S
tation T

w
o, 

but to report to another station m
any m

iles 
aw

ay. H
e asked w

hy, but w
as given no reason 

for the "tem
porary transfer." 

T
he only other black firem

an assigned to 
F

ire S
tation T

w
o, at the scene of the m

urder, 
w

as also transferred out the night before the 
m

urder. B
oth m

en w
ere surplus em

ployees at 
their new

 assignm
ents and both m

en left their 
co

m
p

an
ies at F

ire S
tatio

n
 T

w
o

 so
 u

n
d

er-
m

anned that the fire equipm
ent could not be 

dispatched until w
hite firem

en w
ere sent in to 

fill the vacancies. T
he tw

o firem
en, N

ew
sum

 
and N

.E
. W

allace, had been the only blacks at 
F

ire S
tation T

w
o. A

fter D
r. K

ing w
as killed, 

N
ew

sum
, w

ho suspected that his transfer m
ay 

have been related to the m
urder, resigned in 

protest. 
T

he D
eputy C

hief of the F
ire D

epartm
ent 

to
ld

 N
ew

su
m

 th
at h

is an
g
er sh

o
u
ld

 n
o
t b

e 
directed at the F

ire D
epartm

ent because the 
order to transfer him

 had originated w
ith the 

P
olice. D

epartm
ent. T

his latest inform
ation 

did little to allay N
ew

sum
's suspicions that the 

tran
sfer o

f th
e tw

o
 b

lack
 firem

en
 w

as a 
deliberate effort at "w

itness stripping." 
T

he F
ire S

tation w
as used on A

pril 3 and 
A

pril 4 as the com
m

and post for the M
em

phis 
police stationary security for D

r. K
ing. D

r. 
K

ing had returned to M
em

phis because a non-
violent m

arch that he had previously led had 
becom

e violent. T
hose w

ho precipitated the 
violence w

ere evidently F
B

I-related provoca-
teu

rs p
lay

in
g

 th
e ro

le o
f m

ilitan
t activ

ists 
w

ith
in

 th
e ran

k
s o

f th
e su

p
p
o
rt g

ro
u
p
. A

 
lengthy and cruel attack upon the dem

onstra-
tion by the police had follow

ed the w
indow

-
breaking violence of the provocateurs. 

D
r. K

ing's return to M
em

phis w
as greeted 

w
ith

 n
u

m
ero

u
s th

reats, in
clu

d
in

g
 d

eath
 

threats. T
he M

em
phis police responded to this 

v
o
latile situ

atio
n

 b
y

 red
u

cin
g

 D
r. K

in
g

's 
statio

n
ary

 secu
rity

 (as d
istin

g
u

ish
ed

 fro
m

 
p
o
lice o

fficers d
riv

in
g
 aro

u
n
d
 in

 v
eh

icles) 
from

 ten to tw
o officers. 

T
h
e tw

o
 p

o
lice o

fficers w
h
o
 to

o
k
 u

p
 

positions at the fire station w
ere D

etective E
d 

R
edditt and P

atrolm
an W

.B
. R

ichm
ond. R

ev. 
B

illy
 K

y
les, a b

lack
 M

em
p
h
is m

in
ister at  

thorough officer. R
edditt w

as surprised that 
his entire detail consisted of one assistant, and 
frankly suspicious that R

ichm
ond had been 

assigned m
ore to spy on him

 for the police 
than to assist him

 in protecting D
r. K

ing. 

2. S
ecu

rity S
trip

p
in

g 
A

t approxim
ately four o'clock in the after-

noon, L
t. A

rkin, the head of the M
em

phis 
intelligence office, arrived at the firehouse and 
told R

edditt to accom
pany him

 to the office of 
- F

rank H
ollom

an, the D
irector of the P

olice 
and F

ire D
epartm

ents in M
em

phis. R
edditt 

explained that he could not leave his post, but 
did so w

hen A
rkin told him

 that H
ollom

an 
had ordered him

 to his office. W
hen R

edditt 
arrived, H

ollom
an introduced him

 to a m
in 

he described 	
"S

ecret S
ervice agent w

ho 
h
as ju

st flo
w

n
 in

 h
ere fro

m
 W

ash
in

g
to

n
." 

H
ollom

an explained that the U
nited S

tates 
S

ecret S
erv

ice h
ad

 learn
ed

 th
ro

u
g

h
 th

e 
M

ississippi S
tate H

ighw
ay P

atrol that a group 
in M

ississippi had decided to kill R
edditt and 

th
at in

 fu
rth

eran
ce o

f th
at o

b
jectiv

e, th
e 

M
issiisippi group had let out a contract to a 

hit m
an in S

t. L
ouis, M

issouri, to travel to 
M

em
phis, T

ennessee, to kill him
—

a previous-
ly unknow

n local M
em

phis police officer. 
R

edditt w
as incredulous. W

as the S
ecret 

Service extending its excellent security beyond 
the P

resident and the V
ice-P

resident and their 
fam

ilies to encom
pass local detectives every-

w
here? If the hit m

an w
as even at that m

om
ent 

tracking R
edditt dow

n, w
hy did the S

ecret 
S

erv
ice ag

en
t sp

en
d
 h

o
u
rs to

 fly
 in

 fro
m

 
W

ashington w
ith the new

s, w
hen a telephone 

call m
ight have saved R

edditt's life? 
T

he story appeared on its face to be flaw
ed. 

H
o
llo

m
an

 w
as ad

am
an

t. R
ed

d
itt w

as to
 

report at once w
ith his fam

ily to the H
oliday 

In
n
 an

d
 to

 rem
ain

 th
ere in

 h
id

in
g
 u

n
til 

H
ollom

an told him
 he could leave. R

edditt 
p
ro

tested
 th

at h
e h

ad
 an

 im
p
o
rtan

t assig
n
-

m
ent at the L

orraine M
otel and that his w

ife's 
m

other lived w
ith him

 and w
as too ill to be 

m
oved. H

ollom
an then ordered R

edditt to go 
h

o
m

e an
d

 rem
ain

 th
ere w

ith
 h

is fam
ily

. 
R

edditt explained that if a hit m
an w

as intent 
upon killing him

, then he W
ould rather be on 

th
e street th

an
 at h

o
m

e jeo
p
ard

izin
g
 h

is 
fam

ily. A
t that point H

ollom
an called in tw

o 
arm

ed police officers w
ho, in a sense, took  w

as happening at the L
orraine M

otel in m
 

absence w
hen an announcer interrupted tt 

broadcast to announce that D
r. K

ing had ju 
been shot." 

T
he police officers rem

ained in R
edditt 

house for tw
o days. "T

hey w
ere w

atching m
e 

he said. "T
hey provided no surveillance, n 

stakeouts outside the house. If som
eone thre 

a bom
b in the w

indow
, they w

ould have bee 
tw

o m
ore casualties." 

T
w

o
 d

ay
s later, said

 R
ed

d
itt, "I g

o
t tY

 
w

o
rd

 to
 g

o
 b

ack
 to

 w
o
rk

. W
h
at ab

o
u
t ti 

contract on m
y life?. . .I never heard anottu 

w
ord about that during the last eight years 
T

his strange series of events presum
ably le 

o
n
ly

 P
atro

lm
an

 R
ich

m
o
n
d
 o

n
 th

e seen
 

H
ow

ever, he told m
e recently that he w

as: 
 

the police station, far from
 the scene, w

hen D
 

K
ing w

as shot. R
ichm

cind, w
ho still w

orks fi 
th

e p
o

lice, refu
sed

 to
 tell m

e u
n

d
er w

h
. 

circum
stances he w

as rem
oved from

 his po 
just before the shot w

as fired. 

H
aving secured this and other inform

atl 
d

irectly
 fro

m
 th

e p
articip

an
ts; I m

et w
i 

F
rank H

ollom
an, the only m

an in the histo 
of M

em
phis to have been the director of tl 

P
olice and F

ire D
epartm

ents, a position I 
had occupied for just a few

 w
eeks before tl 

assassin
atio

n
. H

o
llo

m
an

 said
 th

at h
e w

 
concerned about threats against D

r. K
ing b 

ag
reed

 th
at h

e h
ad

 red
u
ced

 th
e statio

n
a 

security to tw
o m

en. H
e did call R

edditt c 
and he did not even consider replacing hi 
w

ith another officer. H
e never thought it oc 

that a Federal agency sent an agent by plane 
M

em
phis from

 W
ashington to w

arn him
 of 

threat. H
e never even considered the possibi 

ty that the effort to rem
ove R

edditt, the he; 
of the security for D

r. K
ing, m

ight have be ,  
part of an effort to assault or kill D

r. K
ing. 

one gets the im
pression that H

ollom
an w

as 
u

n
sch

o
o

led
 an

d
 in

ex
p

erien
ced

 lo
cal b

. 
prom

oted to a position too exacting and ti 
d
em

an
d
in

g
 fo

r h
is ab

ilities, o
n
e g

ets ; 
incorrect im

pression. 

3. F
B

I's Illegal T
actics 

T
o understand M

r. H
ollom

an, one shot 
understand the attitude of the F

B
I, particull 

ly the attitude of its director, J. E
dgar H

oov. 
tow

ard D
r. K

ing. D
uring H

oover's reign, 1 

W
ashington N

ew
sw

orks A
ugust 26-S

eptem
ber I 
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interview
ed A

rth
u
r M

u
rta

g
h
, a fo

rm
er F

B
I 

ag
en

t w
h

o
 h

ad
 serv

ed
 w

ith
 th

e B
u

reau
 fo

r 
m

o
re th

an
 2

0
 y

ears. H
e retired

 in
 g

o
o

d
 

standing and is now
 practicing law

 in N
ew

 
Y

ork S
tate. F

or m
any of those years he served 

in the A
tlanta office of the F

B
I. H

e told m
e 

that the num
ber-tw

o desk in that office, the 
in

tellig
en

ce sq
u
ad

, w
as ch

arg
ed

 w
ith

 th
e 

responsibility of destroying D
r. K

ing. T
here 

w
ere eight m

en on that squad and their "total 
objective in life w

as to som
ehow

 or other get 
K

ing, to bring him
 dow

n, break him
 or destroy 

him
," he told m

e. It w
as the A

tlanta-based 
intelligence squad that arranged for the illegal 
w

iretaps, that "sterilized" tapes so that they 
co

u
ld

 n
o

t b
e traced

 to
 th

e b
u

reau
, an

d
 th

at 
su

g
g
ested

 D
r. K

in
g
 sh

o
u
ld

 k
ill h

im
self. 

A
ccording to M

urtagh, the intelligence squad 
"v

iew
ed

 K
in

g
 as m

u
ch

 an
 en

em
y
 o

f th
e 

co
u

n
try

 as th
ey

 v
iew

ed
 K

h
ru

sh
ch

ev
." H

e ,  g
 

added, "this group in the bureau w
as out to get to 

K
ing and there w

as great cam
araderie am

ong 
th

em
. T

h
ey

 said
 to

 m
e m

an
y

, m
an

y
, m

an
y

 ; D
r. K

ing w
ith C

ongressm
an A

ndrew
 Y

oung of G
eorgia, w

ho is now
 an avid C

arter supporter. 

ffice w
as officially designated by the FB

I as 
he S.O

.G
. —

the Seat of G
overnm

ent. H
oover 

iew
ed A

m
erican P

residents as transients w
ho 

assed through his adm
inistration and he w

as 
iclined to easy outrage w

hen criticized even 
sildly, and especially w

hen the criticism
 w

as 
ustifiable. W

hen D
r. K

ing dared to criticize 
he F

B
I, H

oover reacted w
ith alacrity. 

T
he S

enate Intelligence C
om

m
ittee chaired 

iy S
en. F

rank C
hurch found earlier this year 

hat the "substantial use" of illegal tactics "by 
he F

B
I in an attem

pt to destroy D
r. M

artin 
.u

th
e
r K

in
g

, Jr., v
io

la
te

d
 th

e
 la

w
 a

n
d

 
undam

ental hum
an decency." H

oover, w
hen 

earning that D
r. K

ing had been nam
ed T

im
e 

aagazine's "M
an of the Y

ear," w
rote, "T

hey 
ad to dig deep in the garbage to com

e up w
ith 

his one." H
oover branded D

r. K
ing "the m

ost 
io

to
rio

u
s liar in

 th
e co

u
n

try
" an

d
 ev

en
 

arranged for a "sterilized" tape to be sent to 
D

r. K
ing just before he received the N

obel 
Peace Prize w

ith an unsigned letter urging D
r.  

tim
es that they w

ould
,  get K

ing." 
L

ate in
 th

e aftern
o
o
n
 o

n
 A

p
ril 4

, 1
9
6
8
, 

M
urtagh w

as checking out of the office for the 
day. W

ith him
 w

as an F
B

I S
pecial A

gent w
ho 

w
as the assistant supervisor for the Intelli-

gence S
quad. T

ogether they heard the radio 
announcem

ent that D
r. K

ing had been shot. 
T

he agent told m
e that the F

B
I Intelligence 

S
quad officer said, "I hope the son of a bitch 

dies." W
hile they w

ere still putting in their 
salm

on-colored cards to check out, the radio 
announcem

ent w
as m

ade that D
r. K

ing had 
died. T

he Intelligence S
quad agent "literally 

ju
m

p
ed

 fo
r jo

y
" an

d
 th

eir -said, "T
hey got 

Z
orro, the son of a bitch. T

hey finally got the 
bastard." Z

orro w
as the code nam

e that the 
F

B
I intelligence squad had assigned to D

r. 
K

ing. 

6. T
h

e S
u

sp
ects In

vestigate 
L

ater that day, w
hile they w

alked to the free 
F

B
I p

ark
in

g
 lo

t ap
p
ro

x
im

ately
 tw

o
 b

lo
ck

s 
aw

ay, the intelligence squad assistant supervi-
sor defended all of the m

ethods em
ployed to 

destroy D
r. K

ing and explained, "Y
ou had to 

stop the com
m

ie son of a bitch." 
F

ollow
ing the m

urder of D
r. K

ing and the 
w

id
esp

read
 resp

o
n

se to
 th

at m
u
rd

er, th
ere 

w
ere dem

ands that the D
epartm

ent of Justice 
investigate the crim

e. H
oover w

as given that  

n
o

t g
u

ilty and to be tried for the crim
e. T

he 
trial judge, Judge B

attle, died before he could 
rule on that application. H

is fam
ily has said 

th
at th

e p
ressu

re h
e w

as u
n

d
er cau

sed
 h

is 
d
eath

. U
n
d
er th

e law
s o

f T
en

n
essee, an

 
application for a new

 trial is autom
atically 

granted if the trial judge should die w
hile the 

application is pending before him
. B

ut not in 
this case, the new

 judge ruled, in announcing 
new

 law
. 

R
ay's w

itting or unw
itting participation in 

the crim
e is of less m

om
ent to m

ost than the 
d
isco

v
ery

 o
f all th

e facts, b
u
t th

ro
u
g
h
 an

 
exam

ination of R
ay's role one m

ay reach the 
essentials. T

he W
arren R

eport, w
idely disbe-

lieved, w
as at least the result of an investiga-

tion, how
ever flaw

ed. B
ut in the case of the 

m
urder of D

r. K
ing w

e are presented w
ith no 

facts by the governm
ent. A

ll that is offered in 
this case is a coerced plea, entered by a m

an 
w

ho insisted at the tim
e and insists still that 

th
ere w

as a co
n
sp

iracy
; a p

lea w
h
ich

 w
as 

quickly w
ithdraw

n, follow
ed by an "investiga-

tion" by m
em

bers of the intelligence squad 
w

ho in any other circum
stances w

ould have 
been view

ed by honest investigators as the 
p

o
ssib

le p
rim

e su
sp

ects. T
h

ey
 w

an
ted

 D
r. 

K
ing dead, and, follow

ing the unexplained 
clearin

g
 o

f w
itn

esses an
d

 secu
rity

, h
e w

as 
dead.  

by Y
vonne B

urke, together w
ith their col-

leagues of good w
ill, can illum

inate the dark 
corners of this m

ystery. A
m

ong the m
em

bers 
of the caucus are som

e of those w
ho served 

valiantly and selflessly w
ith D

r. K
ing, includ-

ing A
ndrew

 Y
oung and W

alter F
auntroy. It is 

fitting that the com
m

itm
ent to m

orality, truth 
an

d
 fu

n
d

am
en

tal h
u

m
an

 d
ecen

cy
 th

at D
r. 

K
ing shared w

ith his colleagues m
ay yet bring 

us from
 the night of horrors into the land of 

w
hich D

r. K
ing dream

ed.N
W
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la
 

view
er A

m
erican rresiaents as transients w

in, 
passed through his adm

inistration and he w
as 

inclined to easy outrage w
hen criticized even 

m
ildly, and especially w

hen the criticism
 w

as 
justifiable. W

hen D
r. K

ing dared to criticize 
the F

B
I, H

oover reacted w
ith alacrity. 

T
he S

enate Intelligence C
om

m
ittee chaired 

by S
en. F

rank C
hurch found earlier this year 

that the "substantial use" of illegal tactics "by 
the F

B
I in an attem

pt to destroy D
r. M

artin 
L

u
th

er K
in

g
, Jr., v

io
lated

 th
e law

 an
d

 
fundam

ental hum
an decency." H

oover, w
hen 

learning that D
r. K

ing had been nam
ed T

im
e 

m
agazine's "M

an of the Y
ear," w

rote, "T
hey 

had to dig deep in the garbage to com
e up w

ith 
this one." H

oover branded D
r. K

ing "the m
ost 

n
o
to

rio
u
s liar in

 th
e co

u
n
try

" an
d
 ev

en
 

arranged for a "sterilized" tape to be sent to 
D

r. K
ing just before he received the N

obel 
P

eace P
rize w

ith an unsigned letter urging D
r. 

K
ing to com

m
it suicide because "your end is 

approaching. . .you are finished." 

4. 
H

ollom
an

 an
d

 th
e F

B
I 

F
rank H

ollom
an had served in high places 

w
ith the F

B
I for 25 years before becom

ing 
D

irector of the P
olice and F

ire D
epartm

ents 
in M

em
phis. H

e had been the Special A
gent in 

C
harge (S

A
C

) of the F
B

I office in Jackson, 
M

ississippi, during the trouble there. H
e had 

o
p
erated

 as th
e S

A
C

 in
 th

e A
tlan

ta F
B

I 
office—

the city w
here D

r. K
ing lived w

ith his 
fam

ily
 an

d
 w

h
ere h

is ch
u
rch

 w
as lo

cated
. 

H
ollom

an had also been the S
A

C
 for the F

B
I 

in M
em

phis. 
F

or eight years H
ollom

an served J. E
dgar 

H
oover in a m

ore personal m
anner. H

ollom
an 

w
as the F

B
I Inspector in charge of H

oover's 
personal office in W

ashington. H
ollom

an told 
m

e that he had m
et w

ith H
oover every day 

during that eight-year period. 
H

o
llo

m
an

 to
ld

 m
e, "I h

av
e ab

so
lu

tely
 

nothing to apologize for regarding anything 
the F

B
I and M

r. H
oover did for all the years 

that I w
as there." Y

et it w
as during those years 

that H
oover developed and dem

onstrated the 
pathological obsession to destroy D

r. K
ing 

th
at led

 th
e U

S
 S

en
ate to

 co
n
clu

d
e th

at 
H

o
o

v
er's m

eth
o

d
s "v

io
lated

 th
e law

 an
d

 
fundam

ental hum
an decency." 

5. 
T

he D
estroy-K

ing Squad 

In
 an

 effo
rt to

 learn
 ab

o
u
t th

e m
en

 w
h
o
 

o
p
erated

 th
e sq

u
ad

 to
 d

estro
y

 D
r. K

in
g
, I  

died. T
he Intelligence S

quad agent "literally 
ju

m
p
ed

 fo
r jo

y
" an

d
 th

en
 said

, "T
h
ey

 g
o
t 

Z
orro, the son of a bitch. T

hey finally got the 
bastard." Z

o
rro

 w
as the code nam

e that the 
F

B
I intelligence squad had assigned to D

r. 
K

ing. 

6. 
T

he Suspects Investigate 
L

ater that day, w
hile they w

alked to the free 
F

B
I p

ark
in

g
 lo

t ap
p

ro
x

im
ately

 tw
o

 b
lo

ck
s 

aw
ay, the intelligence squad assistant supervi-

sor defended all of the m
ethods em

ployed to 
destroy D

r. K
ing and explained, "Y

ou had to 
stop the com

m
ie son of a bitch." 

F
ollow

ing the m
urder of D

r. K
ing and the 

w
id

esp
read

 resp
o
n
se to

 th
at m

u
rd

er, th
ere 

w
ere dem

ands that the D
epartm

ent of Justice 
investigate the crim

e. H
oover w

as given that 
responsibility. H

oover assigned the A
tlanta-

based F
B

I intelligence squad to conduct the 
in

v
estig

atio
n

. T
h

u
s th

e m
en

 w
h

o
 h

ad
 ex

-
pressed the hope that D

r. K
ing w

ould die, w
ho 

had actively sought to convince him
 to kill 

him
self, w

ho considered him
 to be as m

uch an 
en

em
y
 o

f th
e co

u
n
try

 as th
ey

 co
n
sid

ered
 

K
h

ru
sh

ch
ev

 to
 b

e, w
ere g

iv
en

 th
e en

tire 
responsibility for finding out w

ho killed him
. 

T
hey never did crack the case, and they w

ere 
ab

le u
n
til n

o
w

 to
 su

p
p
ress th

e essen
tial 

e
v
id

e
n
c
e
 th

a
t o

n
e
 o

f th
e
ir o

w
n
, F

ra
n
k
 

H
o
llo

m
an

, h
ad

 b
een

 en
g
ag

ed
 in

 strip
p
in

g
 

black w
itnesses and police security from

 the 
scene just before the killing. 

7. 
Jam

es E
arl R

ay 
W

h
en

 Jam
es E

arl R
ay

 w
as cap

tu
red

, h
e 

insisted that he w
as innocent of the m

urder, 
an

d
 h

e h
as stead

fastly
 m

ain
tain

ed
 th

at 
position since. H

e w
as coerced into pleading 

guilty by his attorney upon prom
ise of alm

ost 
certain

 d
eath

 if h
e d

id
 n

o
t. H

is atto
rn

ey
 

offered him
 huge sum

s of m
oney to enter that 

plea and to create no em
barrassing situatiotyn 

court. N
evertheless, w

hen R
ay pleaded guilty, 

h
e said

 in
 o

p
en

 co
u
rt th

at th
ere h

ad
 b

een
 a 

conspiracy to kill D
r. K

ing. 
T

h
e b

u
llet tak

en
 fro

m
 D

r. K
in

g
's b

o
d
y
 

could not be m
atched to R

ay's rifle, the F
B

I 
conceded, and the w

itnesses at the room
ing 

house from
 w

hich the shot w
as allegedly fired 

could not identify R
ay as having been there. 

R
ay

 ask
ed

 th
e co

u
rt fo

r p
erm

issio
n
 to

 
w

ithdraw
 the plea of g

u
ilty, to enter the plea of 

_ 	
-

o
r
 

the crim
e is of less m

om
ent to m

ost than the 
d
isco

v
ery

 o
f all th

e facts, b
u
t th

ro
u
g
h
 an

 
exam

ination of R
ay's role one m

ay reach the 
essentials. T

he W
arren R

eport, w
idely disbe-

lieved, w
as at least the result of an investiga-

tion, how
ever flaw

ed. B
ut in the case of the 

m
urder of D

r. K
ing w

e are presented w
ith no 

facts by the governm
ent. A

ll that is offered in 
this case is a coerced plea, entered by a m

an 
w

ho insisted at the tim
e and insists still that 

th
ere w

as a co
n
sp

iracy
; a p

lea w
h
ich

 w
as 

quickly w
ithdraw

n, follow
ed by an "investiga-

tion" by m
em

bers of the intelligence squad 
w

ho in any other circum
stances w

ould have 
been view

ed by honest investigators as the 
p
o
ssib

le p
rim

e su
sp

ects. T
h
ey

 w
an

ted
 D

r. 
K

ing dead, and, follow
ing the unexplained 

clearing of w
itnesses and–security, he w

as 
dead. 

C
onclusion 
I had until recently held to the belief that the 

long-  night w
hich began for A

m
ericans in the 

bright sunlight of a D
allas street m

ore than a 
decade ago w

ould end only w
hen the C

ongress 
h
eld

 o
p
en

 an
d
 p

u
b
lic h

earin
g
s ab

o
u
t th

e 
m

urder of P
resident K

ennedy. T
hat the night 

w
o

u
ld

 en
d

 o
n

ly
 w

h
en

 w
e realized

 th
at an

 
ex

am
in

atio
n
 o

f th
e tip

 o
f th

e W
aterg

ate 
iceberg w

as valuable if w
e understood w

hat it 
said about w

hat rem
ained beneath the surface, 

subverting our dem
ocratic pretensions, rend-

ering hopeless our dem
ocratic aspirations. 

T
he still-unexplained death of the P

resident 
tro

u
b
les u

s, ran
k
les o

u
r sp

irit, m
ak

es u
s 

uneasy. F
or w

e all rem
em

ber w
here w

e w
ere 

that day, even those of us w
ho have forgotten 

w
here w

e spent our first w
edding anniversary 

or our tw
enty-first birthday. T

o rem
em

ber 
th

at m
o

m
en

t o
n

 N
o

v
em

b
er 2

2
, 1

9
6

3
 is an

 
A

m
erican

 n
atio

n
al ch

aracteristic. W
e are 

unified in the incom
pleteness of that horror, 

never having determ
ined w

hy the P
resident 

w
as killed or w

ho killed him
. 

I think now
 that the road back to m

orality 
m

ay begin w
ith an effort by the good m

en and 
w

om
en in governm

ent to restore som
e of the 

trust of the people in som
e of the institutions 

of governm
ent by exam

ining in the open the 
circum

stances under w
hich D

r. M
artin L

uther 
K

ing, Jr., w
as m

urdered. T
he circum

stances 
have conspired to bring us to this m

om
ent in 

h
isto

ry
, w

h
en

 th
e m

em
b

ers o
f th

e B
lack

 
C

aucus in the H
ouse of R

epreientatives, led 

R
I:v. M

A
R

T
IN

 L
U

T
H

E
R

 
K

IN
G

. 
• 

192, 	
0

6
,5 

1•R
tE

 N
T

 1. \S
T

 !P
i E

. 
ctIA

N
N

 
L

itil) 
N

 14.11: 	
t 

A
uthor's note: A

bby M
ann, w

ho w
rote Judgm

ent at 
N

urem
berg an

d
 m

an
y
 o

th
er ex

trem
ely

 im
p
o
rtan

t 
w

o
rk

s, h
ad

 u
n

d
ertak

en
 th

e task
 o

f research
in

g
 an

d
 

w
ritin

g
 a m

ajo
r w

o
rk

 o
n
 th
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