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nesses and from an additional and unexpected source as well.
The interservice rivalry between the FBI and Secret Scrvice
was very much in evidence in the hours following the Presi-
dent’s death. FBI agents, in an effort to trace the ‘alleged as-
sassination weapon, arrived at Klein's Sporting Goods in Chi-
cago, conducted their interviews and left before the Secret
Service agents located the store. When the special azents of
the Secret Service called upon Klein's, they were at lirst un-
able to secure any information, for the relevaat witness in-
formed them that he had been instructed by the FBI agents
not to talk to anyone.'® The Secret Service ageuts were cailed
upon to-explajn that they had priority and that the FBI
agents could Tiot have expected their injunction to apply to
Secret-Service interviews. Very few journalists, ¢ven if they
bad wished to pursue the investigation, couid have bren as
persuasive as the somewhat beleaguered investigators from
the Secret Service. )
‘Governmental initiative designed to prevent the puhlication
of a contrary view does not end with an effort to silence wite
. nesses. Indeed, it may begin there, for journalists, being less
naive than most and no more selfless in their dedication to
the truth, are clearly given to understand what is expected of
them by the authorities. To the extraordinary reporter the
. scent of censorship is a challenge, not an obstacle, but by def-
inition he is neither average nor available in large quantities.
A teporter’s courage and initiative do net cuaranice the pubs
Tication of his findings, for the ultimate decison iv pubiish or
mippress is not always his. A number of important stories on
7 the .subject written and. submitted. by a leading New York.
Times reporter were killed, as was- the original New-York®
Times decision to conduct its own investigation. A
*+.-Just prior to the issuance of the Warren Rzpart, Walter
Ctonkite’s news program decided to fitm portions of a lec-']
* ture that L had been-delivering in New York City on a daily
~basis, At the request of ‘the producer; I met with him, the ‘e
" fector and.the- entirg’ camera and sound crew hours before
the Jecture was to. begim. Substantial’ portions of the lecture:
¢ filmed, as were pumerous random interviews with mem-
bers-of the sudience. The following day I was wid by a CBS-
Fpepresentative that it had been reduced: s nine minutes and.
thar it represented “about - the finest nine. minutes of television’
cwing that I have ever seen.™*It will be shown tomorTow
ening of thé-next evening,” he told me. That was three:
ears ag and it has pot yet been televised. . " .|
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