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EYEWITNESSES TO PRESIDENT KENNEDY'S ASSASSINATION  

'APPEAR FOR THE FIRST TIME IN DOCUMENTARY FILM MADE BY EMILE  

de ANTONIO, AND MARK LANE, AUTHOR OF "RUSH TO JUDGMENT” 

The premiere of "Rush to Judgment, " the only film dealing with the 

assassination of President Kennedy and the murder of Dallas police officer 

J. D. Tippit, based on the taped and filmed reports of eyewitness accounts, 

has been set for mid-September. Emile deAntonio and Mark Lane are 

the collaborators on the making of the film. Lane has recently completed 

a book, the first based on a thorough examination of the complete 26 vol-

umes of the Warren Commission Report, titled, like the film, RUSH TO 

JUDGMENT. It will be published by Holt, Rinehart and Winston on 

August 15. Research of more than two and one-half years went into the 

writing of the book. The film was made on location in Dallas with a west 

coast production crew. 

deAntonio is the film maker who directed "Point of Order, " the award-

winning documentary on the Army-McCarthy Hearings, and who last year 

directed a political documentary about urban affairs in New York for the 

BBC. 

Lane, a New York lawyer and former member of the State Legislature, 

twice testified before the Warren Commission. His book, which has an 

introduction by Hugh Trevor-Roper (author of The Last Days of Hitler), 

will be a Special Offering of the Book-of-the-Month-Club and has also been 

selected by the Mid-Century Book Club for September. 

Lane believes that all sides have not truly been heard, and his book 

and the film inquire: 
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Did President Kennedy and Officer Tippit die in the 

manner stated in the Warren Commission Report, 

or does the evidence point in another direction? 

How was it possible for Jack Ruby to have been able 

so easily to kill Lee Harvey Oswald? 

Did the Warren Commission fulfill its task with 

thoroughness and impartiality? 

About the film, Lane and de Antonio said today: 

"There has never been a film quite like it. 'Rush to Judgment' con-

trasts that which is generally accepted--the Warren Commission Report 

with the facts--the words from the witnesses to the events. If the basic 

presumptions upon which the Warren Report rests are devastated by the 

film--and they most assuredly are--it is the eyewitnesses who are respon-

sible. Some witnesses who did not see what the Commission evidently 

preferred to believe were just never called to testify despite the fact 

that they gave televised accounts of their observations from the scene on 

November 22. They are present in our film together with their original 

televised statements. Other witnesses who did testify complained on 

camera that the Warren Commission distorted the meaning of their words 

or deleted material elements of their testimony from the published tran-

scripts. Others complain in the film, that FBI agents or Dallas police 

officers sought to have them change their testimony." 

deAntotho and Lane have worked on the project for more than :wo 

years. They lived in Dallas for a month locating and interviewing wit-

nesses there. They said: 

"Despite some harassment by the Dallas police we encountered 

little difficulty and substantial cooperation from the witnesses. At first, 

we suspected that Dallas might be the villain of the piece but we soon 
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discovered a genuine desire there, although somewhat coated with appre-

hension, to let the facts be known. The most startling fact is that almost 

none of the witnesses believe the Warren Report since it presents as 'fact' 

that which they know to be untrue. They are now willing to say so. In a 

sense, then, the Dallas citizenry, at least some of them, are the heroes 

of the film.. They cannot understand why the rest of the country is so 

naive and uncritical in accepting the Warren Report." 

The producers revealed the film's cast: 

"Among those who appear in the film are a former Dallas police officer 

who saw Ruby enter the guarded police basement moments before he killed 

Oswald. He explains exactly how it was done. Also in the film are rail-

road employees (including a former deputy sheriff) who saw the assassina-

tion from the railroad overpass just above and in front of the presidential 

limousine when the shots were fired, the Roman Catholic priest who admin-

istered the last rites to the President and who observed a bullet wound 

where the Commission said there was no wound, the closest spectator to 

the limousine when the shots were fired (he was never called as a witness 

by the Commission), a Dallas resident who tells of the close relationship 

between Tippit and Ruby and a former bar maid at Ruby's night club who 

details Ruby's relationship with Tippit and with many other Dallas police 

officers and city officials." 

Lane and deAntonio further state: 

"Crucial photographs, never before published, which themselves pre-

sent a serious challenge to the government's version of the case are seen 

for the first time." Some of the witnesses they discovered had never been 

interviewed before, according to Lane and deAntonio. Says Lane, "I also 

utilized the transcripts in the preparation of my book." 
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