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Introduction: DR. CORLISS LAMONT

We are gathered here this afternoon to pay tribute to
the life and work of Helen Boyden Lamb Lamont. This is
a celebration, in which we rejoice that such a beautiful,
talented and compassionate woman as Helen Lamont could
and did exist—and for full 69 years. Her life was a blessing
for everyone who knew her.

I want to introduce to you the Chairman of this as-
sembly, a good friend of Helen’s and a former Professor of
Economics at Fairleigh Dickinson and Rutgers Universities,
Robert S. Browne. He is at present Executive Director of
the Black Economic Research Center and President of the
Twenty-First Century Foundation.




PROFESSOR ROBERT BROWNE

I knew Helen by reputation long before I had the op-
portunity to know her as a person. Exactly 20 years ago in
the Summer of 1955, I accepted a job in what was then still
called Indochina. In attempting to prepare myself for this
adventure I discovered writings in English about contem-
porary Indochina by only two writers—one of whom was
Helen Lamb.

Seven years were to pass before I met her, however,
and once again it was her interest in Indochina which
brought us together. Seeing a letter of mine in The New
York Times (this is now 1962) in which I raised critical
issues about U.S. policy in Vietnam, she sent me a note and
invited me to have lunch with her—an invitation which I
accepted readily both because I had for seven years wanted
to meet her and thank her for the helpful insights which
her writings had provided me—and also because I was at
that moment eager to talk with anyone who was concerned
about Vietnam (and there were few such persons at that
time ).

Needless to say, I fell immediately under Helen's magic
spell and we had many pleasant and rewarding discussions
thereafter, for she maintained regular contact with the
Vietnamese intellectual community in Paris and elsewhere;
and through her contacts, her insights, and her efforts, she
accomplished much toward bringing some light and truth
to the confusion and dishonesty which characterized official
information and policy through this difficult period of our
history. The world may never realize the full extent of her
contribution during this dreary period of American history.
We are all beneficiaries of her tireless efforts.

Our first speaker today is Dr. Paul Sweezy, Co-Editor
of Monthly Review and a founder of that magazine in 1949.
He is also co-editor of Monthly Review Eress, which in 1972
published Helen Lamont’s most importdnt book, Vietnam’s
Will to Live, under her pen name, Helen B. Lamb. Dr.
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