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BO0K ON KENNEDY
"SHES A WIDE PLOT

Origin of Fronch Bestsaller|
Remains a Mystery

Dy JONN L. HESS
? Rpwal 1o The New Tock Vnee

;7 PARIS, Dec. A1—A book of,

© mysterious oripin accusing the,
enlire American power Stries
tire of complicity in the as-i
«assination of John F. Kenncdy
has  spreead  through Western |
Furope and is now crossing the:
Atlantic. !

The hook, called "I':'rt‘\\‘clliroportcd as

America™ in ite Fnglish-lan-
puape edition and I Amdrique
Brile” - ("America Burns") im
French, savs several dozen per-
sons participated directly in the;
plot and many more, including
+the Federal Burcau of Investi-
antinn, knew about it before
the evenlt.

“parewell  Ameriea”  was
printed in Delzium for a com-
pany chartered in Livchtensteln,
apparently for that purpose, It

roduct, and is now being of-
ered Lo Amerivuns outside reg-
wlar trade book channcls by a
Montreal concern.

The author is listed as James
Hepburn, He is described in
publicity for the hook as an
American, hut a bingraphy on

was marketed in France, with|turned up only one who could

considerable success, by a new recall  hav
company that has no  other L Amerigue

Fnglish  edition had been
printed, , .
An apparent reaon for ita
refection by Amerlean publish-
ers was the fear vl 1ibel avtion.
A number of prominent citizens

are accused in the ook, eitherh

directly or by implication, ©
Baving had guilty knowledge of
the plot ta Xl the President.

The heok is writlen in ay

clear, cduciated [rose. heavily

stildiel with citations  fromy.

hoth historie and revent socio-

economie sources, The authors)’

are critical of leaders of laber,
Negroes and liverals, and of
the public in general. But they
say the President s actually
was contdemned” by a "Com-
mitteet of Texas and L ouyisiana
notahles, The erime jteclf is
having heen com-
mitted by 2 wand of profes-
sionais direet'y auled hy the

pallag police,

No new evidence je offered
to supprrt  the allegations.
which are generally conclu-
sions or auppositions  drawn
from previously published ma-
terial.

New Interest Reported Here

A check of major New York
pook  puhlishers vesterday

ing  been affered
frale™ in its Oflgs
inal Enplish version,

That publisher was Farrer,
Straus & Giroux. Ruoger Straus:
Ir., president of the company.
gaid that he had been offercd
an outline of the bopk, then
called “The Plat.” mare than
a year npo. and had rejected

the cover flap says he was bornijt as, containing nothing new

ahrogd 34 years ago. werk 1o
the London School of Feonom-
jes, was gradiated from the
“institute of Politival Studies”
In Paris, met Jacgqueline Bou-

jon the assassination of Presi-
‘dent Kennedy,

put several pubtishers here
were reported to 1o reconsids
tering their interest In the book,

vier In 1031, first visited e epieh was displaved 1ast fall
United States in 1960 and twice ::J‘:;‘: l-‘r:;nkmrrhr:\:i fair.

met AMr. Kenncdy that year,
‘Pretty Much a Pscudonym’

In fact, Read Lamarré, head
of .Editions Nouvelles ¥ron-
titres, the Freach company
marketing the book, affirmed
in an Interview that “James
Hephurn' was actually “pretiy
much a p.toudonym." represent-

ing a “group of European and

American rescarchers.”

This is sapported by author's
acknowledsments in the boak,
in which 16 collaboraters in

“the French edition and 11 in
the English are thanked. Only

{irst pames are given for mast

of those thanked, who are list-
ed ms living in 5ix ecountries,
including the United States.

Mr. Lamarré said the manu-

seript had been otfered to and
rejected by spracticaily  all”
American {rade publizhers be-
fore it appeared in West Ger-
many and France last summer.
1t has been an evident best-
seller here; Mr. Lamarrd put
French sales at G000 =0 far.
1o said 30,000 copics of the

Pookshops in New York said
they were not now  handling
»Farewell Ameriea,” the title
fandter which “L' Amérigue
lm—u:o_“ wonld mprsrtedw,b(
distributed here.
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