Janes Lepburn; rLerve lamarre; fhillippe; 1/g/e2
Topaz

1 ssk thoze of you to whom I =end this memcrandum to plesse kecp 1t
entirely to yoursclves unlese, sepsrsiely, 1 sugpset cthers #ith wem I rould
like you te conguit. I «hy of ¥y u reepond, 1 woulu zpuraciate & carton te me
e/o “cule Ivon, for it is possible that 1 mey go to liew Orleens next week. I do
conglder it not beyend poecsibility thet this metter mey srmrise in gurprising
form there snd I woullt4% be ea prepered for thet cventuslity ss vogsiltle.

Teking the Lepburn sbery literclly, we h:ive these tlivermutivas:

At & tiuwe wheo Freneh poliey io not congenisl tn that of the “nited
Ftetes (remember the gold crisis?) we have French ilitelligence egents cpercting
openly (st isast Laomerre, ant he did heve s nuwh » of Jmorican rsascirtes),
with ne orficisl ifiterferencu. “letler or not the fmerican eltizens actuslly
vicleted thc low, Where iz 6 Dorelgn-apeats registration act, and it could
resdily heve been invoked. If woe not. From this I aconclude thst sither those
procleiming themselves Yrench intel.lgence sre not or they were sagsged in
activities not unw#eleome to IO invelligenes. 1 sugeest we besr in mind thet,
rather than nlding & foreign-intelligence invelvement, there people msde it
explicit virtuslly from tos first, VWich theis knosledss of imericen lew, 1 be-
liove tois is ool inuocent, se is bheir feilurs to olsrt thosc yoang zné in-
experienced smerictns of tne pelential cof collatorstion. Znother zlternctive
is thet, whether or not of sericue purpos:s, the US goverbment msy yet sct,
possiblyg soou and not unconsscted with the pendlog New Urlcens trisl. They
enn [ile & genersl charge, get the publicity end eollisteral benafits, =nd
leter drop the charges. I tlhink, wers * cme of those invelved, I weculd consult
councel - sherc 1 1live, I we teke the doetrinz ond propegsnds of the baok
add theée movie &l fsce velue, {bey 2rs in viclent oppositicn to the officisl
and resclutely=-held positicn «F te UZ govermront. I 4o not for one minute
belicve ihie i: ihe pulpose, ior 1 do believe the operation masy well be CI.,
However, tis feilure of the US egencles t¢ do enything when 1t was go rcssible
6nd could be a9 burtful, unless they cre ewsiting whet they regerd sg » more
propitious moment, does require tlought. I think the probetility they cre in
sceord with tie purpeszexof thia operstliosn is high, =x¢ ic their involvement.

Une ol those credited in tle bock(s) 1s Yhilliype, identified by
some of you whe Deve met hinm se the foruer kesd of Irench intelligence in the
U.8. 1 have besn sblz to check with 2n old snd trusted Fremch friend. It is
his recollecticn thet, in fect, this ia se, that the men "Philiippe" was
actuelly steiioned in veshington under the cover or sn embassy shteche. I
expect to hesr further frex him, with the reml pume cf ihis mEn,

This mekesbhe luck of snyk officisl US =ction more suspset - unless
there 1s & ressen fol i, Heving confiymed the posd bilidy tbat the identifices-
tien of “nil ippe ls dependeble, 4 give that some thought end coneluded thet
he might heve been in setu lity or in apirlt » deuble agent, officlally that
of “rense but spivituelly tost of the "1libersl" part of CI.i. One candidete
comoe immedistoly to mind: the cenrtel charactar of Topaz, the leon Uris
nisreprasentation of ihe Cubin Miasle Urisis. Thet work is ghtirely conaistent
with “Is interaent, “y reccliection of whnt character, as portrayed in that
book, mokes nin councistent with the peemlng desceriptlione und prerequisites.
“earing sleo on this is tae informatiocn I have picked up {end I esnnct
vouelh Tor it) thut thece men wre " former" French intelligence.




Ky recollection of Topaz msy te undependnble bresuse 1 wos not
inpreesed by it, breause 1 concidersd it not less tian seml- offlelel &nd
quite peeeibly dnsplbed CI: propogenda, end becouss tiie represantztion of
Taci 18 wronge I roesll Tindlog the resson tie herc hed such a rough time
back in France pnot reslly creudible. It is wy recol.iectizn Urls ssys they
were pro-Russian, . =ide from the leck of sny reason to believe it, the
historr end tredition of tho sgency is contrery. This spuricus explenstion
would not only be an excéllent cover for official cuspiclion he wes CIL
( which is eoneietent with the admieeicnz of cther mrits of the boolk),
1t nlez served to rremete 014 belisfs 2od interests.

In eny event, the normsl embellichments of & movel considered,
1 believe it is certs-inly tenwble to hypothesize thet "Phillipe" is the
bhern of "lopez", thst if this is the cuee, there ie en entirely §ifferont
perenective to "Ferewell i rics” in ite verious forms, snd thot it weoulca
ba foolhzrdy %o sesume we heve besrd the end ol it. Its by-isr worst
potentisal remeine, I thorefor would enecurege those of you who mey heve
cither luovledge or suspielons te comruricats them io me ss expeditiously
vg poseibls. I have meked sone of you who heve met him for e descripiion,
Terhepe there ar. things e swid that mey besr on the sbtove theory. In that
event, 1 would spyracicte them. 1 swyeet thet if my euepiclon is correct,
tothing 1o loet 1f yeur lotter or cell is intercepted, for thet will not be
unvledge to the laterceptor. There moy be much wo bo geined by my heving
thet I'nowledge, for* the nossibility of ¢ dremuatic eonfrontotion with thie
opervtirn doep exist, znd if we connot meect it the rowult wey e rulnous.

Those of you who bhrve had s very high security cansclousness might,
1 believe, el yeuraclves i 4t iam poceibls for ue to leern enything the
cther side dees not slrendy kmowm. If not, we hurt only ourzelves by not
shering 1t, o if they lesrn it they lecrn ncthing vheress if we do not,
ene ol moro of us, we wey losge much. Their knowledgs of our kuouledge dces
net outwelgh the adventage of our sharing it.

Sincerely,

Harold Teisberg
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