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Dear Stave, - -
Meny thenke for teking the time 4o write me on ybuf-card.*(rbf“s}%aiélh\_
yenrs, we Jjust have not tsken the. time for the omenity of eords, much as we want

to, 88 1 hope you'll understend),

¥bile I wolcome your comments, I do not ascept them s completely® ™
candid, 1 do approve snd = rpreciete the epirit I think dietoted them, And I take
the time to go fnto 1t (ea I dig before without response or epprecistion) in the
hope it ean have _2one mesning for you, - e VTR WERTST B

' Unlike Yirice, L have no question about your purpose.°I do bout your
Judgement end performence. I hope you will stop and think sbout it as dispasaionstely
88 1t 1s given mortsl to examine himaslf. S I " Saghee :

Regerdless of intention, I think you have been s disaster to the investi-. ..
gotlon, and I will explain L1t. At the seme time, T tell you I thinik the original
fault is not yours, Briefly, you have bled 1%, led it dowm Wrong pathe snd been
pert of many yet and.alresdy hes come elope %o rulning 1t end ¥4k it 11 E0 meny’

of us have suffered and sacrificed so much for. As thebyesrs grow on youi.j:hi}'s is
ong of the thinge you will have %o live with, - Pl aidds 1508 0 i

It is notwonly understandable, 1t is right thet young men want _to,mﬁke
cut, meke nemes end reputetions. for themeelves; I do not‘criticiza‘you"to';_"thi‘q; i
Dot 8 bit. How you did seme of 1t 1s dublous. “ou may recall thet on your fquu_t_“':,_.k
I did derend you, Iy to eese things for you, Ao 2R A S

L 3 4 it @

. Hor i 1% culpable to.be 1nc‘§perianadd; %o 'all beagin ‘thet wsy snd none
of us éver has enough or ever profits a® much ss ha should (and should went to)
from his own mistekes snd thecoe of othera. "None", plesse r.aa__liza,_'_ipq_lnd"qggg,‘,i,';-1

bro i , : st % e e SN

I will not go into the entire Rose bit with you, T remind you only thet
when I hed resson to have doubts sbout him, I ssked you to get mé & pieture snd to.
seyxnothing sbout 1t. You d1d not getitha. Pleture, you never d14 respena, ‘end you,
first of all told him ebout it, Row there wos resl necd for thst pleoture, .8nd there
¥as endls resson to heve doubts sbout him, He hes acknowledgod to me thit there  °
were dublous things about himself that he held eut. Onee I discovered ‘them, he & e
took the initiative in confessing .them, meking thome to 'whem he- 8poke. believe 11:;;_,-;.
61l origineted with him, The cost and effect of his work hes’ yet'to' __ﬁpté’;;nii_nod'ﬁw
but if he ceme up with e single thing of eny-volue, 1t is unknown to me. He aga
come up with eny number of things thatiwould have wrecked ‘everything had'Jim usad
them, It 18 in no way his feultx they were not uged. :

0 out there.. .
Fasciets? Sure, you've £ot losds of: them, and“they are ten__'iblé"iée'qpls.'@lﬁ I have

vet to hear of s single one in .eny a0lid wey'connected with the essasaingtion or -
the investigetion Yim should heve ‘been @ pdueting, 48 '8 'résult, he was kept golng.
in cir les and the wrong gircles. When he was doing nothing in Hew Orleans, where
he is about to face his ent of truth, he wnu.la"vnhing& the money required for

it and ke time he owed {¥ on nonsense and worse. (ther things that went elong ...
with this I will apere you. Now he 1s sbout to go to ’c‘nurt_lnotiir_aphnqd, 1ot hev ing
conducted the investigstions he should have, end with e world mitlir_lk“for tilp,‘
reveletlons he cannot lend will not mske because theyb sre’ ii'ralcnnt.:_ra:id.'!’a_l_lt‘!' in . .
2ny event. lobody. can possibly:1ive up to the sdvence billing., If 1t does not have, .
a prodictsble sponteneous effect .on the Jury, 1s it'aaki’ng'toi?'mch to try end.. ey

imagine whet defense counsel may be able to do with {7

Nor do L know of s single vAdble thing sny of ‘you 'worksd on out
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Thoee very few things I suoked of you, you never dld. The one important
sewer pleture, the one I ssked of you, you did not mokes Instead you msda 'pictures
that sre utterly immaterial, ms the mos% mdimntury !mealodga ‘of "the’ entobllstmd
faet of the asaassinaﬁ.on would heve told you, The result was effedtive- pro'pa- ¥
gands, only becsuse Jim is luckier than most ‘but we msy yat hsve to fsce it in
courts the ruln of whet could have been sn importsnt part of the untold utcry, and
a number of very decent paopla sm! ntalmart worlcnra on our aido q_uit. PRl

-'T"‘u‘x,.

I could go on'at some length, but bacauao my' purposs ia not ’ko berste
you but to open your eyes and mind ond rut you in s pbsition to udderatend the™
possible conssauences of whet you hove been part of ~ and this®you will have to
live with = I think thie 1s encugh. ®sve for one thing: you must learn that the
way to help & man, psrthéalarly an agocentric msn of some ganius, ia not to'''A=
whim snd cater to him end his venity, not to be an epologlst and s 1ickspittle; "
but tb exerciee your own independent judgement, nofgive and tell him what you
know he wants to hesr. lpn telling you this, I went you to know thet 1 have
resd o number of yrur memos, aside from thet swful one on the Za,aruder £ilm '“'-‘f"“*‘
\where, srmed only with the most profound ignorsnece, you undorjbok to axpluin %0 "
bim whet he. did not know -and were ucmpletely urongs R

You kid ymmelt 11 you believe what you esy in’ ﬂaﬂng 't:him"I knewI
pravented » disaster by ‘making sure to see that film ~ becsuse by doing that I°
have prevented the film by hoing shown in the very dsngerous state 1t wes 1n 1’“’ ;
aid thet and cut orf ell aneociation wlth Lumarro o8 Ixhavn pmmiud" R A b

As you know, 1 heve from the first toon ntore than’ skbpticul of thult‘
entire operation, Wamdiscussed thio st some lengthm in charlio Brown's the  end of
October. You yero still sold on it, 1 know the book is a phoney. 1 reed pert of 1%
lest summer., “ou cennot knov angything &t all sbout the abject and trust thh L
book. Could I expect more of the movie? Lapecially when' 1ts’ milure to aptnar T,
eoincidad with other things of which you had no Imowlsdgn? ¥

Recall thet I offered to chsuffeur you and Lamnrra uround. Bsmnhbﬁﬁf
wes 8 bit late? Hememts r I mede bad turns? From this you will certeinly recsll i
thet I got you to the office much too lute to show it and cateh your plsne.. Tour
would not have shown it in sny event, for once I kuew they have the Zapruder film
in 1t {#nd I do net for one minute bedievs the story of how they got 1%), hed I'-
gotten you thers on time the office would have provented its showlng, Without Jim
there, IR doubt sny m F r of the staff would hove sermitted 1t. Are you now'avare

B

of the posesibilitie ‘Just “this: the atolan Zapruder’ ﬁ.lm, of wiich J4im has the icxs
only known tmofficisl /copy, 1s in 1t? How eculd they hevex somn 17 qu LIFE?
PBI? Secrat Service? CNA? Do you think that when LIFE had o year sgo pnid Zepruder
s helf million dollars for the right not to 'show 1t en'yone 1!1 my mapunnihla
position was sning to g!.va 11: ewuy if he hed o t:opy?' : oduportpliiang

The reslity is that you did not prsnnt L ﬂiautcr by making sure- ww
sec the film. It hes yet to be lesrned whether your amsocietion with'itw will yet
be''m dimaster. Mors, there is nothing that esn be done to thet £ilm to muke it
apything but dengerous. I am willing to sssume, from Whet you esy, that you are
responsible for certain chenges in it. Thet cennot possﬂxly be onough I hava“to
be persugded it is lesy " then en enormous tmp fol uu. . "' : ;_Q_G

In the course of al} of this, how much orﬁ‘.oo money ' dld you -spend? ‘What
18 thers to show for 1t thet "im cen teka to court, now that' he will beZZ theregs
2% long lest? Not a single thing. Now ssk youmelf what could have been done! with
just the money slone that you so happlly pissed sway. Suppose some of that could
heve been spent in Yew Urleens(es 100% of it should have been)? Can you begin to
imapine what the resulte could be? Heve you the remotest cunuewt of the work yet. -
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eould not posmibly bear frult, 1 wes golng deeper in debt to try and do esome of
this work, abandoning my own work in order to be able to, eml even peying my own
expenses. #hile you were living it up I epent %wo weoke in New Urleans, with so
1ittle money that in this period I hed but four meals, esch as » guest. 1 begen
the day with a glesz af powdered skim milk, had a 19¢ hemburger for the evening
meal, end rerely hsd more, Therew was a bonus. I loa‘f,'lﬁ poundsI had to. But
this ie only » 'semple of what you have cost, That money spent In “ew Orlesns .
fould have yiolded rsueh of tha stlll—misaing 1nformatisn. The lesds.are riahlu,,’
meny, if not moet, slready developed nnl authenticsted, snd no one to do it end
no money to pay for L1tk And dld you get good movie footage you esn use for your
own purpoaoa? Ynu hrought nothing back but e potentisl dilantu.. : _,,,‘-; peis

Here pgain I do not oxhaust the posni'bilitins. FOr ulmplu, I couM
go into how you spent your time in Delles, snd what it cost, sand what could havo"
been dono tharo. Homver, my purpoee is not to abuaa you. ao I do not.

This ea:mot be plessont for you, It iz not for nae I~ eould J.ct ib go,,

1 could send you s politwe thanks for the card, And I have othar things to do with™
the time, = wmany things I do not hove time for, eside from & few moments for a
personsl 1ife. "hy, then,.do I take the time for what .asnnot be plessent for bqth
of ua? Simply because you 2re not, in my bellef, whet Vince accused you or. f.iu
¥now snd underatand considersbly lean then you think, but I do not: aanaléor you
this or o efook. I think you sre e nice guy who is simplyiover;his depth. Homﬂr,
yeu sre not e completexfool, I em patisfied you slao want the $ruth, and, :pu aru
going to hnve this history to live #ith snd survive, Therefore, I write you so
you can begin to be honest. with yourseld, not hslf-honest, ss you were in this
cerd. You muet begin by facing the reality of this awful period smi. wur pert in
it. If what can evenbtusts does, you will be better sblas to ‘fgce it end lir with
yourself. Bven 4if it does not, as you grow older, unless you sre corrupt snd I =
neither think this ner imply 4t) vou will have the greatest dirf:lculty ratibnalizing
this record. Fsae it nowk try enl understsnd 1%, snd do whet you still can to
unde what masy be undone. Tne Warren “ommiseionk had no monopoly on. error, I am not
snd heve not baen imuns, However, 1 Had gertain sdventsges you did: not- moro "years
from which to profit snd v background from which to bensfit.-Nonetheless, . X .elko

heve erred, es who eanoot and heg nqt"

"But you ahou.ld know the Ihola ator, harere you Judge", :ou Gonclud!.

Ii‘ thare is nnything I ahould know and do not, on,couxage ybu. tq 'p,n.t
‘1t 6ll on paper, and immediately. Forgdt about ‘gself-justifiestion..That. i mnningluﬂ
end self-pitying., It sometimes comforts, but éhe confort is indiced, .and un,rul.
“{ve ‘me what fact you can. About Lamsrre snd his associstes, :get 1t.sll domn, in
the most elaborate detsil poesible, ¥hp, "here, Assume nothing to.be 1nnocant
end let $hw checking out determine. Please leéve nothimg-out. Giw vwhat doqcripﬂ.m
whers possible, -snd dn not ;oad it, Uo not ssy how extremely importsni. thinga Bre,
just say whot the things sre....l think you owe this. I think we need it immed-
istely %o prepars for emything that migh's roquiro preparation. 1 also think yuu
vary mueh owe 1% to yourself. | ‘ . P Whaparg

+

' Stave, I have not cu.ahlnne.i thin ow muuh Bs. ptrhapu you'a l,ik'a, _“bu:t

' 11‘ I 41 I'd not be honest snd 1'd not be acting in your interest as I see it, I
" reelly do think you have to fmge those many things that should not have bean (here
I remind you of Broshears) snd what may flow frow ‘them. Imagine what .qan he done
in court with some of these things sml y-u earrying Garrison's oredentisls. Flease ..,,,.
do 1t, immedistely, thoroughly, end accurataly, without the. seles stuff you..
gave Jims Let me remind you, if 1t hes not dawned on youy that in th:.nkine, arﬁ
writing this way you also conditinn yoursdlf and your.own thinking...As 8o Dldﬂ‘

" men' who hes too=olten eveded, I tell you thera 1e but one propu way of. add‘rauing
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