1/10/68
Desr Gary,

It was ore in the morning befere I finished writing the letiers snd
memos 1 felt I hed tc befors going to bed. Then I reed the “ifton letters with
yours of 1/7. Then 1 couldn't sleep when 1s; got in bed. The explcnetion reguires
thst 1 get & toco-esrly todsy in crder to get the other things I'd planned done,

As 8 gehersl thing, I wonder whet there is you ecen get from hin thet
can bs worth the converse? I bel eve you ere doing this in pert in the hope of
helping me, bscsuse he has besn running such ¢ cempeligp sgeinst me. I sm not
8t 81l concerned sbout what he cen do tc me. There iz no way of preventing him
from meking thinge up, no wey of snswering meny memufsctures, snd the truth
will not hurt me,for there 1= nothing wrong in sny of it., "hen I was lsst in
California, for the firet time evenm I to-k the initistive in celling him. I &1d
this on Esul's recommendation., “eul wees right. 1 did learn much frem him end,
I think, ebout him se © consecuence. /mong the things I lemrned is thet knowing
the truth will not deter his disseminetion of felsehocd. ¥ith such e man there
can be no genuine communication, regerdless of the cause, L hsppen to think
it is becsuse he is sick.

When I ffet resd his letter glving you his cpinion of Jeffe and his enal-
ysis of Jeffe end the "Farewell superics” film, I wes impresssd by his setite-
ness, at how close he really wes, Then, &8s 1 thought of it, 1 reslize he was
playing gemes with you., “hie, tor reguires explinstion, and becsuse I think I
should =end & copy of this to Teul, I'11 explein that, without coples of wur
lottérs (which I now would like s&s frst es you cesn send them), I cen only sur-
mise from his thet you engaged In ® discussion of whet Jaflfe might hsve déne
send that you opened the yuestinn,

How when [ lesrned o certoin thing I got in touch with Hey Marcus,
whoge intensity and ego hed driven him to some entirely wrons conclusions
sbout mém end his work. 1 belleve you end Hel resd thet file when you were
here. I itnow Hal did. Rey 1 hud three long,long-distence phone conversetions
Wednesdasy. he was sc concarned after I phone bhim and we hed a longz talk thst he
called me back twice. imong the things = lesrned is thet, desplte the concern
I:heve expressed over tho potentisl of thls book snd film sni my esking the
Les Angelas people for ull the x:owledRe they hed, they held the most importsant
single thing out off me., Whet Dave told you mbout the “stsr chrmber" st Hagzleds
ectuslly hsppened, though not ez & stser chember, as he put it. Jeffe wes willing.
lie teped whst he wented snd wes sllowed to lesve of! of tepe whot he diin't
want on tspe. It was for s different resson. Earlier, he hed, indeed, told some-
one whe hes been easily intimideted by Dave and hae gicven Deve things le knew
he should not, knowing Ueve would use them against what we 8ll seek snd mgdinst
one of us, snd knowiny it had been given in trust. When snother person told
Rey or Magrie about thie, they ssked Steve to discuss it with them. In short,
whet I will tell you he hes srid three times in the presence of perh=ps 2 hald-
dozen people.

Enowing Ray, 1f you do, snd krowing thet he hed cset me inte hie limbo
of the loet, aweering he'd t=lk tn me no more, kmowing his own intencity end
gincerity, I think you will understandi that to overcome this feeling, genuine
if besed on fnolishnees and error, he nad to be convinced whet I spoke tc him
ebout ie importent. He celled me b.ck t.ice, st his expensze, deytime.

There wes one plus in Lifton's letter. e did eome cloce to isoluting
the one in tie group out there who hes be n breifinz him on what goes on. 1 will
pes: that “lons to Lingzie (sbout his dispute with her he geve you en entirely
distorted account). What he g-.ve you »s o>njecture, with enoush error in it to



fiske 1t seem like he wes guessing, wes not, for he knew. You ses, I lesrned from
Bey on Hednesdsy, one of the things he cslled me beck to tell me, thet Jeffe

hed said thst he had glven Lamsrre the Z film. “he, the morning 1 wae driving
him end Lemsrre eround, end knowing thst they hed the 2 film in F2, I begun to
reslly worry becsuse 1 knew 9im had it from LIFE, %2 soon 88 I could I ssked
Tou if it were poreible thet they nsd gotten accese to this copy. He sssured

me they eould nct. 1 know he would not coneciouely lie to me, I heve & very
hirh opinicn of *ou, ss you know., I =leo know he is humen a&nd een be wrongz, So,
I then end =til] regerd it nas posszible thet vhen he wes out of town cr# for
nther ressones it wss neéesssary for others to hve sccess to his locked matsriels,
it might hesve happened,

There is no doubt sbout cne thing: Jefie =214 ne did it. Tuke it
either wey, he lied or he did. Lither way, with what the film ssys sbout Shew
snd with Steve given film credits for nothing - end with his heving Garrison
credentisls = you hsve the beels for & possible mistriel. It is, perhops, worse
if Jeffe lied. /s soon ss + lesrned thet they hesd the Z film, with Lemsrre out
of the cer, end for other reasons, 1 persusded Jafie it war pecessary for him
to surrender his credentisls. “e had egreecd to belore Vince crested tnat de-
plorable scens. v

As soon s 1 lesrned what Kay told me, I phoned Iouis. He ssid he
consigora it impossible., I 4o not, for * know that things L hsve seni him got
into im'e hends and jmme-ietely end forever disspresred. Isu camnot eay no to
the bées. “ouis seid Jim never ssked for this. I discuseed this with XKoo= sbout
midnight. “e is of thd seme opinion, ilso thet it is worse if § 1ied. Remember,
big Mr., Bigweuth anuounced to- the world thst he had had sn e exchenge with
this so-celled friendly country's irtelligence (which nsppenca to be & federsl
erime). Cen you imagine what Shew'e lewyers might be eble % do with this- the
mejor seneétion even sn unsuccessful effort would csuse?

So far se I am concerned, Lifton's intentions are mot mesningful.
¥het he does 18, His Thornley effilivtion snd dedicstion mskes him, to me, psrt
of the other side. I regerd it #c hazardous to tell him =nything you do not%
congider 1t to our adventege for him to know. Becsuse he is bright, the heszard
is grester. If he wa: not putting you on in the letters, you slerted him to
that of which he had no previous knowledge. I regerd thls ss & seriocus misteke
in judgement on your part, end it mekes me worry about some of the thinge I
have shered with you that I went ho one to know except s few on out side I do
trust, “hile, grnerally, there is little I will not put inxletters or on the
vhone, on this there sre somei® thinge the other silde does not xrow I know.
If the Lamarre effort was not steged by the cther side for entrapment end other
purpoees, it now makes no di fference, for it now cen still be nmed for this. You
now see my concern about what I regerd e your indiscretion., I am confident
Lifton will be telling them if he has not elresdy. I sm deeply concerned sbout
thie entire métter and heve been outting wuch time in on it when there are oths r
things ‘xx must do end & not hsve time for.

48 I write this, slthough I inteded writing Meggle enywey, I think I'11
send her a copy of this, too. I feel we must essume we wil! heve teo fece motions
for a mistrisl, thast this is one of those possible, pearticulsrly if it ie not
used todey in the srguments for & chsnge of venue which I em convineea the other
aide does not remlly went. There is ro advontege to their getting & rednecked
snti-Garrieon judge in the =ticks where they will get » jury thet will not have
to lesvs tha box to heng » homo., ‘hie ig whet they will grt in rursl ILs,



4y spologies for the tor-pale ribbon. + have been deleying chenging
it becsuse < new one will dry out while I em gone, But 1 will before Iwrite you
8geine +hile I sm doing others tuige efter che ewakens I'11l heve 141 chenge
this. by fingere gre +oo lurge for the spsce in this old machine, 1t is awkeard
for me, hence I do rot do it now. Sometimes I cemact, end then 1'd not be =bls
to type. Thie reminde me, MeUs Los cpparently chenged itz mind sbout my get-
ting down there befors the trisl. The went tleir entire cese put together
irst, which ie wood, dsve thet perhaeps by then there will not be ancugh time
for me to devile-sdvocate =11 of it, to eceteh all the poesible error or pit~
falls, Also, Bud insiete I be here for the pleturee snd X-reys srgument in
eourt in Weshineton, which is scheduled for 1/17. Know ng they had wanted me
down there even beiore now (snd knowing it 1e not posaible for m2 to cateh sll
ths poseible troubles snyway), 1 hed plan® d on the tentative date we hrg aet
vhen I was there, 1/15, I got my thcket yesterday (without paying for 14-1I heve
& vonderful travel egent!), and now I1'11 hove to change it. There ers come bepe-
fits to the delsy, aind, frankly, I do mot looy forward to thig trip. Tiers is
so much I went to do, =0 many other things L gor heve I ront to wogkn over, :pd
+ do wsnt to put the finlshing touches on the two writter books. Loywey, es
of this minute, my travel plsne ere in the eir. I'1] keep you posted. Bud is
convineeed they ere using the wrong legel approech, 1 hope he is right, for
I believe the ehoice between thelr winoing snd losing, baeed on whst I know of
the fect, makes & louss mors of sn advintage. Eowever, I eent » memo on including
the sutopsy notes, whieh wers not destroyed, as I have proved, snd Moo told me
they look with fsvor on this, Thare we are on solid ground, ond wiile 1% will
serlously dsm.ge the groat cost * have in FOST XOITHES, I feel 1% wiil sleo Le &
ereot plus, generally. ‘ou seo, with the notes and the doctor on ths stend
teztifying to them, thers 1s less hezsrd in misropresentotion, lees a2hanece of
i1t, for ha will hevs to worry about perjury.

"ynsgworth and Gurvich seem to hove 8 list of *hs probable witnesses
and to be geing sround interviewing them before the offlco sees them, There are
# number of obvious poseibilities about the sourcs. It hae 4n be from tte 4inside.

Until I zot your lettsr I hsd bhored %o be in s position, by trisl time,
to heve their use of Lemerra sgreat boomersng for them, something with wich we
could reully clobter thuem. 1 sm not not confident, Ferhups this maker no dif- ,
ference. 1 do not hide my concern over what I regord sg your errar. I think you
should knowk off your sttempt et & dislogue with Lifton 1f you csunot restrict
it entirely to the innocuous. ia this cese, 1 duggest that you simply tell nim
you consider it imposelble from whét you hove been told, (Vince, who 15 & xpx
peregnold about sgsnts, mede o resl bomer to confirm to ~1fton thet Y4m had 4ie
film phyeicelly in his pesition, Vhen Lifton did rnot sp>rd the money te phone
you end did to phone Vince, do you seo the poeeible significence?) Tell him the
truth, tuet Louils has hed thieg snd other key or secret things entirely end
exclueively under nis contrel, #nd ysu een suy 1t is one of the things I wented
to setlsfy myself sbout ond did. I think there is no harm in telling him that
&8 soon o8 I heard L hed the Z f1lm in kis I checked on thie and was ascsured it
hed never Wen out of ¥ouls's custody, Lifton cert-inly krows better then to
sugrest Jelffe coul: have had 1t long enough teo ieke it 1o Europe - or thet Jim
wouldk hsve csred risking 1t ihrough customs inc-ection 2nd interception,

F,EASE be morc csreful. iuet get to other thirges.

Sincerely,

Herold "eisterg



