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The . ' Defense Department
opened a televised counter:.
oﬁ'ensrve against. opponents-of_
the Sentinel today by. assert- o
ing that a missile defense. wag-7-
necessary to prevent the Sovist.
Union from acquiring the abil-> -
ity to destroy the United States i
with a surprise nuclear,'re

In a day- long appearance be-
fore the Senate Armed Services
Committee, Defense: Secremry"

mation to paint a foreboding
picture of -the Soviet nuclear -
threat. It was a picture  far
grimmer’ ‘than the  ‘assessment. -
offered two months ‘ago by his’
predecessor, Clark M. Clifford.

Mr; Clifford used, the

suggested t.hat the Soviet
‘was {ntent on achievin
strike : capability’ “agains
United, States—the- ability. to"
make: an. attack so. . destructive’
that this country would not be
ahle._to. petaliate,

Velopment would uj
ance ‘in" nuclear deterrence ‘of
the last decade‘

fwith" 2 25:megaton

R

hinted  that the Soviet’ Ypon-
'might already be orbiting §
weapons equipped with mrcleer
warheads, and noted thlr it
was deploying missﬂe,equi’ﬁped b
atomlc submarines at &

developments, Mr; Lairds lz
dicted’ that - the Soviet ;Uhi

twould acquire a; ﬁrst-strikcm'
pability ‘by ‘the mid- nindgeen
seventies’ if -the United ' Stites
did not take steps now tapr

with an antimissile sym
-To. highlight ' his “caseM
Laitd at times used previpsly

of Soviet missiles, t.he
which ' the -Soviet - Uni

tumlng out missile

and how the United St

detected the firing of ‘an%
proved :antimissile systerm{;
Soviet test génter, - - ¥zsd
. The result:of the’ ]
timony was to ‘impress

ne. £ Ol eric
kngow more. tonighcqabout‘the
kind of werld we're living- 4n”’

. In  reorienting ‘ the’ “Sentinel
entmrssrle systemy. first ordered
by President. Johnson. in. Sept:

Ahas, redirected- what ‘President
Niron calls the “Safeguard’
‘fsystemso_as to. provide pro-
tection. - ofr. Minutemen,- bases.
The systemhas: now: been
ficially renamed Safeguard. . .,
| “Under the . “phased deplct)}:‘r-v

geterrent force: Mr..Laird car-
S&: tﬂat*‘:rgmhent 2 step’ fur-
- ither. today by emphasizing - th

threat presented by the bpild-,
jup ‘of‘Soviet offenswe strategic
forces:” :
With the Lalrd testimony.
the bng-simmerlng battle : be-|:
tween . the 'Armed Semces :
‘Committee and the Forel ;
lations Committee,. over an- |
timissile issue in pertlcular and|
‘military poliey- in general. Was i

publicly joined.. 2
:|. The Foreign. Relatlons Com--
' mittee won the first round. byl
{forcing the normally secretive
Armed Services Committee in-
to an’.open,: televlsed hearmg
But in doing "so,” the: Forei
Relations Commiittes’ permxtted
the Defense Department, to-get
in the first°blow before d sym-
pathetic forum, thus putting the
jopposition” in. the Senate. even
more on the, defensive.’ i

. The ' Foreign Relations:’
armament Subcommittee, which
represents ‘the; hard: core of the
lantimissile opposmon, ‘will-hold
ia - televised - hearifig * tomor-
irow with-Mr, Laird once :again
'the witness. ¢ i

'That ‘the: hearlng toda;
dlrected as'a retaliatory blow
{against. the opposrtmn ;bepame

evident :from - the “:‘opening;

statements of * Senator: - John|
Stennis;... Democrat. of - ‘Missis-|
sippi,. the committee chairman.|
It.. became mcreesm;ly Lob-|
vious as Mr. Laird; in’ & "25-
mlnute opemng statement. con-

Y DﬁVld “Pack-

ard, the- Deputy  Defense’ Sec-

retary: Gen;: Eidrle' G. Wheeler;

chairman of the the Joint Chiefs

of Staff, and Dr.. fohn S. Foster,
£

» sent a bling block‘ -tof
‘ms eontrol nego-

thus:: becomm“ ‘réminiscent .off

gl:g gn: thgt regecrin the: Sen-
ecade ove

the‘ Ly sage T whether
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N
t'he opuuonﬂt of someﬂ
current - Soviet bulld-up in
fensive missiles.’

. The:; case - 6f “the Oé)poslx‘gilgn"
evolving|

was: more and’ more
into: demonstrating, if it could;

that the Defense:. Department S

'was overestimating’
tentions and capabilities. -

pringipal - cntic. 'attemptm to
‘demonstrate ‘that ‘the Defense
Secrétary ' was. using' informa-

‘tion- about. Soviet developments|ed
‘that was. either unfounded orf

ad: been kn

ning, S
Mr. ymmgton_ 5
produced - the:. only:

on
confroni
tion for ‘Mr. Laird before

otherwise sympathetit: commits
tee. The Senatpr succeeded inf

Jbtaining some modifications | ) ‘}

past ,statements by Mr; . Ldird,
and otl{e;; de!ense ofﬂcxala
[ « Laird’ ckno

own fqr several| ‘as.
years ' and - had - already.; been}f¢
consndered in. strateglc- plam

£But: he said that, because f
“new. t!ungs ‘that havetdkeniwas recent. deployment of SS-9,

** 'he_seriously questloned which they described as a Iatge, :
3. Polaris fleat would;acourate

. free from a!

G ¥
ymitigton five multiple warheads. ...
~ Nt%ting that the SS:9. tepre Wi
2d “a very dm&erous weap- (X

A Ry

.{to imit the strategxc arms race.

7€ showed. ;

'orces;: Mr:: Packard. de-
Min: scﬂbew How the 'Soviet. Union
jtih already:achieved near-{- o
y . Iand-based intercon-

1974 it should haye parity|",
the: number. of submarme-
missiles. ~ i

rticularly - stressed - by
both Mr. Packard and Mr. Laird

ck”sile. capabl -of carrying a 25
megaton ; warhead ot four or

: ttacking ‘Minuteman

mhxev so!nethmg approachmg Pentagon analysxs Ied ‘to
nuclear ¥‘parity’l with the Unit-)conclusion that the Sovxel: n-
ed States: Now that it is reach-(iom-has - the: capability:’ db-'3 g
ing this “status;. he contended:
: The Soviet. Umon has the op- utemen in hardened silos if they . 1
;;|tion of: enteringsinto an under- chose to::do "$0.” ; !
standing with the United States| -

; was talking in terms of
uuterargument viet : Union's . acquiring - sich ‘a

b;rd'p potential’ first-strike : .capability
£ He|Wash that . tl;?gngozlfet slg;lig; in the mid-nineteen-severties:

an- ) Cliff vioug De-
tts build-up-bf offensive forces - Mr. ord, the § preﬁ rCuSs
or] with the appﬁnt objectlve of fense Sectetaxy in sing

2 issreasonable to conclude’ tHiit,
*|leven: if the Sovieta-atterhpt’ to

otiet: development that e

ntercontinental’/mis-|2

stroy essentially -alFof’ thg?Min- -

“TUnder questxo i
made it clear thatt he Pentagon
e SO

in_January the: implications: of
*|the Soviet buildup, had said;; “It

match: us-in numbers: of. strate- ..
gic 'missiles;"we shall continue
to have, as-far into the’ futuve -
ag we can now discern,”a very -
substantial qualitative lead and .
-distinct - superiority“in-<the
numbers ‘of deliverable weapons....;
and the= o;rer-all»eomtg.t effég-

.'d
from a. sub;nerged su
unched»-todayt ftom & pa.d
as;the fo

Mr. Parkard said that]sile
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