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90 honored on Wilmington 
By JIM PARKS 

Special to The News Journal 

WILMINGTON — More than a 
generation has passed since Wilm-
ington High School's stately brick 
buildings on Delaware Avenue 
were torn down. The school itself 
is now being phased out. But Peter 
Grandell is determined that 125 
years of' Wilmington High tradi-
tion shall not die. 

Grandell, a 1938 graduate who 
returned to spend 48 years there as 
a teacher, counselor and coach be-
fore retiring in 1995, said it will 
survive in the accomplishments of 
the men and women whose lives 
were true to its motto, "Enter to 
learn; go forth to serve." 

"Before the school goes down 
the tubes, we want to make sure we 
never lose sight of the contribu-
tion it has made to society through 
those who were educated there 
and did go out to serve in conspic-
uous ways," he said. 

On Friday, Grandell helped pre-
side over the induction of 90 Wilm- 

\ 

	

	ington High graduates who have 
left their marks to the school's 
Wall of Fame. The free-standing 
display of photographs and bio-
graphical texts is intended to be a 

Special to The News Joumalalli Humes 
Inductees and guests admire the Wall of Fame in the lobby of the school at 
Lancaster Avenue and DuPont Road. 

permanent feature in the lobby of High's fifth home, the building 
the building at Lancaster Avenue now houses the Charter School of 
and DuPont Road. 	 Wilmington and the Cab Calloway 

Opened in 1960 as Wilmington School of the Performing Arts as 



High's Wall of Fame 

John Plner, of the class of 1969, 
looks at old photographs before the 
ceremonies Friday. 

well as the last two Wilmington 
High classes. Wilmington High 
was founded in 1872 in separate 
buildings for boys and girls at 
Sixth and French streets and 

Third and Washington streets. 
They were consolidated at Eighth 
and Adams streets before moving 
to Delaware Avenue and Adams in 
1899. 

Chase Manhattan Bank, whose 
office building now occupies the 
Delaware Avenue site, contributed 
about $16,000 for the Wall of Fame. 

"I'don't oppose change or the 
concept of a school within a 
school, but I hope, at least, this ed-
ifice [the Lancaster Avenue build-
ing] will forever be recognized as 
the Wilmington High building no 
matter what's inside it," Grandell 
said. 

"I also hope someone will come 
along to add more deserving peo-
ple to the Wall of Fame in the 
years to come," he said. 

Grandell's sentiments were 
shared by a clear majority of the 
nearly 200 honorees, family and in-
vited guests who spent Friday 
evening reminiscing at the recep-
tion. 

"Wilmington High gave me the 
greatest foundation anybody could 
have," said William Ott, class of 
'27, who earned his law degree 
through correspondence school 
and, although deemed unqualified 
to practice, went on to teach and  

write several business law text-
books. 

Demetrio Ortega, '72, a Wilm! 
ington City Councilman, recalled 
that he went there to learn English 
after coming from Peruto Rico. 

"This is a wonderful idea. It's a 
great to have such a cross-section 
of graduates represented," said 
William Kapa, '48, retired Wilm-
ington and New Castle County 
parks and recreation director. 

United Methodist Bishop 
Ernest Lyght, whose 1961 class 
was the first to graduate from the,  
Lancaster Avenue building, said 
his inclusion in the exhibit was 
"fulfilling." 

"This is great, but I wish the 
school would come back," said Rita 
Crowley, '71, a Wilmington police 
captain. 

Charles Burns, '43, a sports il-
lustrator and gymnastics coach, 
who worked with Grandell to orga-
nize the exhibit, recalled that he, 
met his wife, Jackie, when they 
had side-by-side lockers as stu-
dents. 
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