Oswald ID
card may be
missing link
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- DALLAS — On the tense ave-
ning of Nov. 23, 1963, the 113th
Army Intelligence Group at Fort

arrested suspect Lee Harvey Ou
wald as a ..wﬁonn gﬂa mein-.
ber of (the) Communist Party.
" He was not, but 29 years dgo’
today Oswald was carrying a
card that 3?38 he may have
been an employee of an organiza-
tion much cléser to home,
Found by Dallay
wald's et — § witk a
- photograph of his wite, Marina

=~ was 2 U.8. Department of De--
Services Iden-

fense “Unifo
tiflcation and Privilege Card,” or
more simply, a DD Form 1173,

It's a card officlals toda say
Oswald should not have ha

But why he had it and what it
might have meant iy one of a
lengthy list of upanswered ques-
tions syrrounding Kennedy's
death. Also In question is whether
Oswald — as the Warren Com-

Plsase see OSWALD, A-28

n Os- -

OSWALD: Postmark on ID
card creates more speculation

From A-1

ﬁ.ﬂ_o_- concluded — acled alone

n shooting the president that

1, crisp day In Dallas, or was

it part of any one of severzl con-

cles that have been offered
over the past three decades

41 DI} 1173 bears Oswald's pholo,

$he circular seal of the US. De-

ent of Defenve, and what

ra éo be a postmark — dat- -

Ocl. 23, 1963, less than a

tk before the assassinalion.
- Oswald was izsued the identity
rd by ihe U.S. Marine Corps on
t. 11, 1959, nine days after his

feguesi for a dependency dis-

uest was (o support his moth-
, Marguerile, then: living' in

orl Worth, : e
Five weeks afler receiving the
'ard issued at EI Toro Naval Alr
tion, Santa Ana, Calil,, Os-
ald crossed the Fimnish-Soviet
er on his way to Moscow.
weeks laler, he amounced
is intention {o defect {o the Sovi-

{ Unken, :

Oswald's military record notes
he identity card was issued “in
cordance wilth paragraph
3014.5 PRAM (Personnpe] Re-
cords and Accounting Maaval)™
flowever, this paragraph per-
lains only lo the issuance of
USMC member cards and does
nol apply io a DD 1173. The ap-
propriate card for the discharged
Oswald, as siipuiaied by the
PRAM, would have been a 2MC
mzm&. n&_n.._.m:n hizs new stalus

w e Manda.

arge from the corps was ap- |
oved. His stated reasen for the

Lt Kim Miller, a Washington

spokeswomnan for the Marines,
said Dswald could have been is-

sued a DD 12173 for one of two -

reasoms; because of an Injury
while on aclive duty entitling
him to medical privileges, or be-
cause he was a civilian employee
overseas needing a military 1D.

But records do not show an io-
Jury 10 Oswald, and civilian em-
w_aw.:a—_. she adds, “would not

ave beerr anmotsted Lo kis mili-
{ary book.”

A simllar finding was reached
Hy Dennis Velock, reference lis-
Hn_!_ of the US, Army Milltary

istory institute of Carlisle,
Penn. He notes isswance of DD

" 1273 was regulated under De-

{pnse .Departmeni guidellnes at
the time  Oswald received his
card. These guidellnes limited re-
cipients of such cards largely to

military dependents “and civil- .
ipns who require military identl- -

fjeation™" ~ = .,

1 If such a card was Jssued in
érrer, says Vefock, “it wouldn't
__.:_arz._ authorized, and Imme-
dialely upon belng called Lo offl-
cial attentlon would have been
changed o revoked,”

There is no evidence Oswald's
identily card was revoked, even
diter be defected, threatened lo

e milliary secrels le the
snd received an unde-
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_ sirable discharge from the Ma-

rine Corps In 1968, Oswald's card

did nol expire until Dec. 7, 1962,
Oswald’s card was not printed

In the ldence of
fhe Wearen Govanission's repert

on Hemmedy's assassization. Butl
the head-on photegraph.of Os-
wald on DD 1173 is the same a3
iwo other Oswald photes Inclod-

* od in the report. .

One Is Warren ne_sw!ﬂ_g
Exhibit 2892, identified’ by the
FUI as “Photo {aken In Minsk."
(The “Minsk” phelo has a white
cireutar culout in the Jower right
hand corner correspemding 0 the
overlapping posimark on the De-
{ense Department cayd.) = |

‘The Minsk coniradiction — Os-
waki's irip o Russia occurred af-
ter the issuance of the DOD iden-
tity card — was nol evident {0
the commission, apparenily be-
cause the card was nol made
avallable to iis members by the
FBL. -

In December 1966, when the
FBI1 {inally released Oswald’s
Defense Depariment |demlily
‘card to the National Archives, it
arrived “nearly “obliteraled by
FBI {esting,” SQ_E_Hw (o archi-
visl Sue McDonough «f the Civil
Reference Dranch. “The color,
the image, the peiniing, every-
thing is gone,” she said. “'You
coutdn't use it o show anything.”

Chalienging the archivist’s ns-
sertion, ¥1I spokesman BIll Car-’
{er of the Paublic Affalrs Office in
Washington asks, “How does she
(McDonough) know It was lested
by the FBIT Does she have a re-'
port?™ .
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