
m
Issing link 

B
y R

A
Y

 L
A

F
orrrA

IN
E

 
A

N
D

 M
A

R
Y

 I.A
FoierA

iN
it 

leacrA
t. TO

 Tha H
O

V
ITO

N
 rosT 

D
A

L
L

A
S

 —
 O

 th
e ten

se eve-
n

in
g of N

ov. 23, leaf, th
e 112th

 
A

V
IV

 Intelligence O
roup at F

ort 
U

rn H
ouston transm

itted a con. 
N

eale' p
riority m

essage to th
e 

U
.S

. S
trik

e C
om

m
an

d
 at 

dg's M
cD

lll A
ir F

orce B
ase. 

T
he cable from

 San A
ntonio to 

M
cD

IU
, W

hich rem
ained on R

ed 
A

lert follow
in

g th
at m

orn
in

g's 
an

assin
ation

 In
 D

ata of P
rest. 

dent Jphn F
. K

ennedy, identified 
arrested suspect L

ee H
arvey O

s-
w

ald
 as a "

card
 carryin

g m
ein

-
bar of (the) C

om
m

unist P
arty.r 

W
e w

as n
ot, b

u
t 29 years d

go 
tod

ay O
sw

ald
 w

as carryin
g, a 

card
 th

at su
ggests h

e m
ay In

ve 
been an em

ployee of an organisa-
tion m

uch closer to hom
e, 

F
ound by D

allas police In O
a-

w
eld

's w
allet —

 alon
g w

ith
 a 

photograph of his w
ife, M

artini, 
—

 w
as a U

.S. D
epartm

ent of D
e. 

tense "U
niform

ed Services Idea-
tification and P

rivilege C
ard," or 

m
ore sim

ply, a D
D

 Form
 1174, 

It's a card
 officials tod

ay say 
O

sw
ald should not have had. 

B
ut w

hy he had It and w
hat it 

M
igh

t h
ave m

ean
t is on

e of a 
lengthy list of unansw

ered ques-
tion

s su
rrou

n
d

in
g K

en
n

ed
y's 

death. A
lso in question is w

hetW
r 

O
sw

ald —
 as the W

arren C
ern- 

Fleas* of* 05W
ai.D

. .e..211 

A
von A

-t 

m
ission concluded —

 acted alone 
in 

sh
ootin

g th
e p

resid
en

t th
at 

I'  tear, crisp day in D
allas, or w

as 
h part of any one of several con-
piracies that have been offered 

over the past three decades. 
's , D

D
 1173 bears O

sw
ald's photo, 

h
e circu

lar seal of th
e U

.S. D
e-

p
artm

en
t of D

efen
se, lad

 w
h

at 
hppeare Se he a postm

ark —
 dat-

*
 O

ct. 2
3
, 1

9
6
3
. less th

a
n

 a
 

plonk)! before the assassination. 
O

sw
ald w

as issued the identity 

i
ard by the U

.S. M
arine C

orps on 
epL

 11, 1559, nine days after his 
rin

sed
 fo

r a
 d

ep
en

d
en

cy
 d

is-
f

,m  arge from
 th

e corp
s w

as ap
-

oved. H
is stated reason for the 

n
est w

as to support his m
oth- 

 M
arguerite, then ; hieing

,  In 
ort W

orth. 	
, . 

F
ive w

eeks after receiving the 

F • rd issued at E
l T

oro N
aval A

ir 
lation

, S
an

ta A
n

a, C
alif., O

s-
ald

 crossed
 th

e F
in

n
ish

-S
oviet 

ord
er on

 his w
ay to M

oscow
. 

* w
eek

s later, h
e an

n
ou

n
ced

 
is intention to defect to the Sw

a- 
t U

nion. 	
• 

O
sw

ald's m
ilitary record notes 

be identity card w
an issued "in 

cco
rd

a
n

ce w
ith

 p
a
ra

g
ra

p
h

 
3914.5 P

R
A

M
 (P

erson
n

el R
e-

cords and A
ccounting M

anual)." 
H

ow
ever, 

th
is 

p
aragrap

h
 p

er- 
ta

in
s o

n
ly

 to
 th

e issu
a
n

ce o
f 

C
ale m

em
b

er card
s an

d
 d

oes 
not apply to a D

D
 1173. T

he ap- 
propriate card ter the discharged 
O

sw
a

ld
, a

s stip
u

la
ted

 b
y

 th
e 

P
R

A
M

, w
ould have been a 2M

C
 

(R
E

S), reflecting h
is n

ew
 statu

s 

K
in M

iller, a W
ashington 

spokezw
ornan 

for the M
arines, 

raid O
sw

ald could have been is-
su

ed
 a D

D
 1173 for on

e of tw
o 

reason
,: b

ecau
se of as in

ju
ry 

w
h

ile on
 active d

u
ty en

tailin
g 

him
 to m

edical privdeges, or be-
cause he w

as a civilian em
ployee 

overseas needing a m
ilitary ID

. 
B

ut records do not show
 an in-

jury to O
sw

ald, and civilian em
-

p
loym

en
t, sh

e ad
d

s, "w
ou

ld
 n

ot 
base been annotated to his m

itt- 
lary 

A
 sim

ilar finding w
as reached 

B
y D

ennis V
etock, reference his. 

tprlan of the U
S

, A
rm

y M
ilitary 

H
isto

ry
 in

stitu
te o

f C
a

rlisle, 
P

en
n

. H
e n

otes issu
an

ce of D
l) 

073 w
as regu

lated
 u

n
d

er D
e- 

D
ep

artm
en

i gu
id

elin
es at 

th
e ,tim

e.  O
sw

ald 
received

 h
is 

card. T
hese guidelines lim

ited re-
cip

ien
ts of loch

 card
s largely to 

m
ilitary d

ep
en

d
en

ts "
an

d
 civil- 

irs w
h

o req
u

ire m
i litary identl-

I cation
.' 

If eu
eli_a card

 w
as issu

ed
 in

 
e
a
r,

"says -V
etock, "It w

ouldn't 
have been authorized, and im

m
e-

diately upon being called to offi-
cial atten

tion
 w

ou
ld

 h
ave b

een
 

changed or revoked." 
T

here is no evidence O
sw

ald's 
identity card w

as revoked, even 
eR

er h
e d

efected
, th

reaten
ed

 to 
p

rovid
e m

ilitary secrets to th
e 

R
ussians and received an uncle- 

H
O

U
S

T
O

N
 P

O
S

T
 

2- 
W

O
V

 
Q

z 
P

. 19.1 

sirab
le d

isch
arge from

 th
e M

a-
rine C

orps is 1960. O
sw

alt%
 card 

did not expire until D
ec. 7, 1962. 

O
sw

ald's card w
as not printed 

in the photographic evidence of 
the W

arren C
eram

ists,' k report 
on

 K
en

n
ed

y's Islam
ization

. B
u

t 
th

e h
ead

-on
 p

h
otograp

h
, of O

s-
w

ald on D
i) 1173 Is the m

ane JO
 

tw
o other O

sw
ald phobia Includ-

ed In the report. 
O

n
e Is W

arren
 C

om
m

ission
 

raW
b

it 2812, id
en

tified
' b

y th
e 

F
IB

 as "P
h

oto tak
en

 h
i M

in
sk

!' 
(T

he "M
insk" photo has a w

hite 
cireutar cutout is the hinny right 
hand corner ecerespondizg to the 
overlapping postm

ark on the D
e-, 

tense D
epartm

ent card.) 
T

he M
insk contradicllon —

O
s! 

w
eld's trip to R

ussia occurred af-
ter the Issuance of the D

O
D

 iden-
tity card

 —
 w

as n
ot evid

en
t to 

th
e com

m
ission

, ap
p

aren
tly b

e-
cau

se th
e card

 w
as riot m

ad
e 

available to M
s m

em
bers ley the 

F
B

I. D
ecem

b
er 1955, w

h
en

 th
e 

F
B

I fin
ally released

 O
sw

ald
's 

D
efen

se D
ep

artm
en

t id
eality 

C
ard to the N

ational A
rchives, it 

arrived "nearly - obliterated 
b
y 

F
B

I testing," according to archi-
vist Sue M

cD
onough *I the C

ivil 
R

eferen
ce M

aack
 `T

h
e color, 

th
e im

age, th
e p

rin
tin

g, every-
th

in
g is gon

e,"
 sh

e said
. "

Y
ou

 
couldn't use it to show

 anything." 
C

hallenging the archivist's as- 
sertion, F

B
I spokesm

an B
ill C

ar-
ter of the P

atine A
ffairs O

ffice In 
W

ashington asks, "H
ow

 does she 
(M

cD
onough) know

 It w
as tested 

by the F
B

I? D
oes she have a re- ' 

port?* 

O
sw

ald ID
 	

O
SW

A
L

D
: Postm

ark on ID
 

card m
ay be 	

card creates m
ore s 
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S
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o

. 

/O
K

I 	
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:
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1
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we/. Awn. 
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• 11.1m

a• a.* • P
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01..11 memos 
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.74
9
1
.15f1

r
77

—
 I 	

h
ie 

been clm
ilbod in C

logs 
	

O
n

u
s
 
	

 

	
) b

y
 	

0
 L

o
c
a
l s

o
o

t 	
0
 A

p
p

e
a
l 

try so
le o

f 
	

co 	
0
 M

aks. 

.. 	
“poll 	

•• ■ •• ..801 

'1 1 

IN, • A
P

O
. . 

G
sviski .1.41,01 

iniskr*„ 

I lse*, dr* 

.
I 

 1
II 

 ' 11 ):. 

O
fenstoǹ

Pest 

"
W

h
o d

oe b
u

t th
e F

IR
 cou

ld
 

h
ave d

on
e lit"

 M
cD

on
ou

gh
 re-

:p
on

d
s. S

h
e ad

d
s th

at th
ere are 

ao pictures of the card in its en-

obliterated state at the archives. 

A
ccord

in
g to assassin

ation
 

w
riter D

avid U
nion, there Is 110 

m
ention of D

I) 1173 In any F
B

I 

testing reports he has review
ed. 

T
h

ese in
clu

d
e n

on
-p

ab
ilsb

ed
 

com
m

ission doesunents„ F
B

I D
al-

las field
 office rep

orts an
d

 F
B

I 

sinornary reports to the W
arren 

C
om

m
ission. 

T
he sam

e photo of O
sw

ald es 

D
D

 
1173 also ap

p
eared

 to th
e 

W
arren R

eport (C
adicas 10driW

t 

15) on a phony Selective Service 

classification
 card

 b
ared

 h
i O

s-

w
ald's posse:W

ei w
ith the nam

e 

A
lek

 Jam
es H

id
e, th

e sam
e h

e 

supposedly and to purchase the 

assassim
ition rifle by m

ail order. 

It w
as the 112th A

rm
y Intelli-

gence C
roup at F

art Sam
 H

ous-

ton that notified the F
R

I that he 

w
as carrying a fraaddient SeSec 

tire S
ervice can

t. 11011, the 

tin
y k

n
ew

 th
is h

as n
ever b

een
 

explained. 
T

he !U
dell card, w

ith its phote-

graph el O
sw

ald, w
as one of tw

o 

m
ajor links betw

een O
sw

ald m
id 

th
e assassin

ation
 w

eap
on

. T
b

e 

other is a photograph —
 know

n 

by its com
m

ission ilesigm
ition of 

IJM
 —

 alleged
ly tak

en
 of O

s- 

SU
N

D
A

Y
, N

ovem
ber 22, 1992 

w
ald brandishing the w

eapon is 

th
e b

ack
 yard

 of a h
om

e is th
e 

O
ak C

liff area of D
allas. 

T
he 26-volum

e W
arren C

om
-

m
ission

 p
u

b
lication

 ack
n

ow
-

ledged the existence of the D
O

D
 

identity card In only tw
o places: 

O
sw

ald's m
ilitary record and the 

rep
ort of F

lit agen
t M

an
n

in
g 

C
lem

ents, w
ho listed the vastest: 

of O
sw

ald's w
allet on the night of 

N
ov. 22, 1963, after the A

rm
y in-

tetilgen
ce tip

. C
lem

en
ts cited

 

both the D
O

D
 identity card and 

the B
iddi card. 

C
lem

ents' repert, how
ever, did 

net reveal that the tw
o cards bad 

th
e sam

ep
k

tu
re —

 or th
at th

e 

D
O

D
 identity card had a photo at 

all. 'T
he O

ct. 23, M
S, postm

ark en 

O
sw

eld's D
O

D
 Identity card is a 

farther enigm
a. "If found, drop 

in
 an

y m
ailb

ox," th
e card

": re-

verse sid
e helm

ets.' It then tells 
the P

eurlm
arateit."Iletorn to D

e-

partm
ent of D

efam
e, W

ashington 

23i R
C

"
 

R
each

ed
 at N

otre D
am

e U
n

i-

versity w
h

ere h
e n

ow
 teaeh

es 

kw
. R

obert B
lakey, form

er gen-

eral com
m

el to the H
ouse Select 

C
om

m
ittee on

 'A
ssassin

ation
s, 

con
sid

ered
 th

e p
ossib

ility th
at 

the card w
as lost, dropped

, in
 a 

m
ailbox, postm

arked and deliv-

ered to lhe D
eleon D

eparhm
ent. 

"
In

 d
ia

l ea
se' a

sp
 B

la
k

ey
, 

"D
efence 'ff01ld

 have had to have 

given It hackie O
sw

ald. Interest-

in
g:' 
W

.J. L
ieb

eler, an
 associate 

counsel to O
w

 W
arren C

om
m

is-

sion, expresses sim
ilar surprise 

at th
e C

00 V
 011itiO

R
S of (Jsw

ahrs 

m
ysteriou

s ID
 card

. . 
"

T
h

is is all n
ew

. is m
e,"

 h
e 

says. 	
thkgs teem

 odd. T
he 

picture ideatilled as O
sw

ald In 

M
insk, and the postm

ark an the 

defense card. T
he postm

ark im
-

plies the D
efense D

epartm
ent et-

S
h

er m
ailed

 It b
ack

 to h
im

 or 

gave It to him
 at som

e tim
e." • 

11 ea, th
at w

ou
ld

 h
ave h

ap
-. 

posed less than a m
onth before 

liennedes assasvinaliaa. W
as, as 

som
e con

sp
iracy th

eorists su
g-

gest, O
sw

ald w
orm

s for the U
.S. 

governm
ent at the Ihne? 

R
en

ow
n

ed
 atiassin

atioe re-

searcher P
aul H

och' of B
erkeley, 

C
alif.. attem

pted to discover the 

signifies nce  of O
sw

 a id's . :D
D

 

F
orm

 1173 as early-as'1974. 

T
od

ay. h
e says: "

T
h

e H
S

C
A

 

the H
ouse assissioatioe com

m
it-

tee) attem
p

ted
 to d

eal w
ith

 th
e 

possibility that O
sw

ald had been 

• 

 

w
ork

in
g w

ith
 th

e U
.S

. govern
-

m
en

t after h
e tel th

e M
arin

es. 

B
ut as 

far as w
e k

n
ow

, th
ey 

(tid
al deal w

ith O
di card. It m

ay 

have been the m
ining elem

ent." 

0 Int. r*H
•tital sem
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