Letters to the editor 8/28/94
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Dallag FBI Ag;cﬁ’:.t in Charge Qliver "Buck" Revill's bel?c’éd August 27 "Hore Un-—

August 7

Pounded Theories About Lee llarvey Osuald" critimwhe Fourth Tramp" Outlook
arti%ﬁg iéaﬁggrﬁirﬂay and Mary La Fontaine includes some but not all of what I told
Outlook nbout that newest ol the JIK assassination mythologies in a letter I wiote
it the day that article appeared and then within a few days in a lengthy, detailed and
documented commentnry and analysis receipt of which it has né%-ﬁiﬁ_acknawledged.

Wlile Revell's criticiom, perhaps agsisted by his office's assassination historian,
Farris Foclkstool IIT, who is well aware of my writing, is justitied, in his quiet
bpasting about his ond his FII's investigatory derring—do he is throwing‘;tones from
incide a glass house,

Bevell t%es credit for the ezposure of the assassination irrelevance of those so-—
called "tramp" pictures after he became Dallas SAC in fay 1991, In fact, I forced that
PEI exposure beginming Hay 3, 1968,by putting the I'’I in the position ofcﬁfa;riﬁs Dal%gés
to inveuthgate a then new assassination mythology. Dallas then failed to do what it was
aslied to do, learn the "identity" of theose tremps. Instead it content){‘%self with proving
there was no JFK assasoination comnections If Revell's Dallas office had not failed to
“oovhal A6 vas aslked te do 1o 1968 211 the mythologies attributed to that pictureg would
not sinee they, have plagued our histhry. As Revell himself says, all the FBI had to do
in 1968 was ask the “nllas police for their names. Foom its oen (enclosed) réport it did
ot inseit 14

Revell also says that "ac a “arine officer, I was assigned tomssist the FBI while
it was condu ting a detailed inquiry into lee ﬁarv;y; Oswald's military background."

With “gvell'y esgistance the FBI did not discover and report what .I fi?ft piboira's
browsht to light in 1967 and lic ascistant Roockstool knows, that as a.%rine Oswald
had CRYPTO and 1OP :JECrg[: secubity clearances. The FBI has yet to acknowledge that even
thouzh# the Warren Cumm‘::ns‘;ion tegtimony that I brought to light in 1965 told it that

[
Usuald's clearances had to be at least SECHET,



If el Revell's Dallas FBI office had done what was asked of it in 1968, all the

Wt FYLL. e ¢ ¥4
bkl exeiting and confusing Z=gm "tromp" mythologies, from arrisongto that of the La
Fontaines, would not have existed and the country would have been srved that plague at

least,.
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¥hile the procl of thése lﬁgh@c/urity clearances doe:;‘;{mt exist in ©swaddts Havy

porsomel records, & it does exist in other Navy records that! not needina the I'Bl's

generous  tax—payer funding I got fron the Yavy ukder dnte of July 14, 1977 for a‘}.GJ.
it romning officinlly unacknowled that”
')_h:ai/ e o on_l_,r oificial eandidate for Fresidential assasuin was so trusted in the

ﬂd_'l nes +that he had these exceptnonally high security cloarances}'n.s far from the only
—ﬁ/yf Lewfdq .
national scondal for which the FII is resuons:.ble- QM 7[4” md / L

The new President dirscted the FPBI 4o make and report on an exhaustive and delinif-

ive invectigation ol the assassinatione E-h&t?lm FII neither did nor ever intended

Az
doingd Instead, as I document fully with records I obtained through a dozen FOIA lawsuits
p I,r‘r\rbﬁ .
Fa rivet the FIT in my coming book, NEBVER AGATH! ‘publication of which is now scheduled
L N

b/
for 1"m:;:h, 1999, Diroctor Boover ordained the e:anct opposite the evehing of the day
the assassination and nobody in the FBI or elsewhere in the government dared do what

Uoover did not want done. It made a large pretense but it never actually investigated

the erime itoelf,

Uhe lie was intervieved by William Hanchester on June 4,1964, Hoover stated, in the
wormls of o note-taker, Cartha 'E?@ach, that in "the President's call at 7:25 pem.
he rave svecifie instructions that the FBI do everything possible to thoroughly investi-
gnte this case." (VDI File 62-1090G0 No.t lecorded, copy on re;iuest, 5] pp.)

Jehh§en's,

But loover did not await thet phone call:"The Director tw Hanchester that the FUI
[nphyss od )

juriddiction. '(?his is to say illegally, and to

immediately entersd th case despits non—
be able to céntreol the c .ﬁe, whicli is what the TBI did beginning then.

Uyover also made it cloar fo P{anchester that he knew immediately, before going "all
out" in response to Yohnson's directiven that Csuald was the 'p;ldone assassin.

This céftainty, without investigation, so permeated the FBI that as Revell will
A Y3~-Y 2 nnfsr &

ind im lus own ~allas iTe “hen Dallas Eastman Kodak showed two of the then Yallas
‘;-n efuizes” .
agents muateur mewken of the President actually being killed ("did depﬁt the Bres-

ident's car at the prer*ise time shote were fired"), those agents not only declined
i .
I'ree copiec of these ms/?.‘u did not even notify Headquarters of their existence.

A
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a@d%e:; remained a secret until I foremed their disgorging in C.A. 78-0322.

As 1 1-;1‘oté and the Post published during the controversy about the Viiver Stone go
movie, JFX, I am "the lonely man in the middle" with conspirncy theories oh one side of

-
me and non-conspiracies‘on the other side.
)

In deploring "More Unfounded Tohories About Lee Harvey OBa-Jaldf?Reva]J. fails to

acknovledze th fact that the very first theory, of Oswald as the lone assassin, was

made up by his own FBI before it made what it calls an investigation, which it never was.

hat "all out" report th: FBI prepared at the new President's order is no more than

A1l five are "CD1" in the Commiss:.on s files.)
a Toyr-volume diatribe against Umlledm is on Yack &y The Ful'd

thu
own index of it makes / lear and that it was labelling him "red" despite his clear

rocord I have Trom the FBI's oun files that hefes strongly anti-CommuninBt and daring
of foolha.é_,r enouch to be that within the USSR.

While this report ocozes with such political poison, it doegnot, unbelievable as it
way ceom, even accgunt fm%he shots that were I‘i%d in thebrime and in all those pages .LT_

/

does not even give the Cause of death!
FB
In all four volumes ¥ hus buf two sentences on the shooting. I reppoduced them in

fase {acsimile in my first book (Whitewash: The Report on the Warren r_pm‘t, De 194)
Rl /] /76
Priot to rublication I tock copics of thoge pages to Al and Ben Bradl —%\.

Theg#xrofessed excitement nnd seemed o be impres%ut the Post did not publish it.

“ With thepasoing of —then30-yee i b HeoTerBo ward and no

longer able to ba/nﬁhs (ial agertts to Butte, it is past timé for the FBI, among

others an’cll/n_’;ll—siﬂa: of this lingey jr, to start to try to be honest first

with Tt Jar-xllselvmw The people.
1 the most important job it over had the FBI failed and it failed because it was
its own directox‘ﬁﬁe'::ision to wipe the case out by maid_ng. the safely-dead Oswald the
lone assassin before anything like an investigation could have Ueen or was made.
By its leakdng of the first of those five volumes the FBI boxed the Warren Commission
ine It dared not confront Hoover, knowing full well that nobody ever did and survived

that politieally. As it confessed in its emergency executive session of January 22,1964,



\_clear leica pictures
The rooson for not &@=p accepting free copies of mmxtﬁi?ﬁ?%ﬁg)President being
t

<
killed :fa they could "noty be used for identification purpose." That is, they did not

shou Onvunld with a smoldng gun. They could be used for identifying at least 50 wit-

‘ ke gy ol S

nesges fo the agsassination, 7 ¢« -« oty s 0 e

Simdlarly, when a nearby police department phoned th: Ballas FBI the aftexnoon
of the assassination, before that oflice had Oswald's name, and suggested that the FBI
consider a man who, along with the groups of which he was part, had often— threatensd the
President, the ']EBI supervisor wrote on this lead sheet - which also Waé not sent to

Headguarters - "ot necessary to cover as true subject located." (89:5‘ 475-84)

e
e

vho are quite clea@ in them.
They also had th' great importance in any real investigation of oleary shouing the
positions and the attitudes of the bodies A oig all in the Presidential limousine

\k at ,.rreciso and identifiable instants during the assassination,
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(that I also rescued from oblivion via FCIA, the Commigsion understood, in the words of

Ty o
ity ¢ elral{ counsel, J. Lec Ranicin, "They would like to have us fold up and q%‘rt."

Comuission llember Hale Bogge then interjocted, "This closes thc#aSE, you see, dom't you?"
Commignioner and former CIA director Allen Dulles ac#ﬁowledged, "es, I see that."
Ranld o thenrapped it up in these words, "They found the man. There is nothing for

-’sLﬁ to do, The Commission supports their conclusion, and we can go home and that is the

end of it."

Although the Commission had decided that it wou.id pI.?{BGI'VB a stenographic transcipt
of all ite secret se@ssions for posterity, i that one, on Dulles' motion, thea,.

decided to destroy #t. (Bae Post liortem, pages 4750f )
The 'qu_mot\rpmt's tape vas ias overlooked.
I

o

< s—undestrored-steentypietle~tape I compelled its tianscription and
disclosure to me. Honths before I published itf.,msali‘@l gave copies to the

Llaj bena) e
presse Bill Vaddbezme of the Post did write a story about ib‘&ﬂ& since then it has all

been forgotiens
Jith the passing of more than 30 years, with Hoover long gone to his reward and no
W,
longer able to banish hic agents to Butte, with more than enousgh blame to go a.rouht{
on all sides of this lingering controve;s'y that is so painful fo mx so many people and
iy s . W .
ropvaing such a cause for dise{fxchant_\ment with the government, it is well past the time
Lor the begimning of an effort to be honest, with themselves for the parties involved and
with the people Tor all parties.
. pad )
Hhile eritiwism of the mythologizssss: like the ontiines ig more than justified,
and L beat Revell to tlhat and did it in muc}; more detaml, Revell and his FBI have earned
its
¥nore & criticism than all other official agencies combined. I‘rom\khe/relafivel minor
o2 casim
failore t¢ learn who those irrelevent Eatamps were and instead \gm.thin%hat he exposed
that fGetion 25 years after I compelled that, to nover investigating the crime itself,
m vlo -
as among thousands of illustrationsy) refusal to afeept free pictures of the President
f
peing killed, Revell's office, as the office of origin! Ae office in immediate charge

of the investigation, Lu}cd more than all others outside of FEI headquarters.

When he Criticizes others for their failures, which he is entitled +o do, he doegy



not de that with elzan hands without full and public admissions of his own and h is
office's Tailures,

That Lhe la Fontaine fiction from overactive‘ imaginations that typify the minds

160 23 pohon
and approaches of those these iho theérize; cpnsSpirvacies without provin:; themg is to
be o boole, Ogald Talked,\Saye 211 that necd be said about the greed of publishgrs
overcoming their common sense and the responsibilities of those who undertake to
wted 5:. rafresent—

3 - - - 1‘——"‘ 3 3
Zve the poople what thoy claim is noﬁ'iEfJi_cﬁ,—G.s the # tﬁuth about this most terrible
of erimer and its inventigations.

AMso typical of tiis dominating greed 1s the current paperback republication of
shezmpat what 1 deseribed ns the most intendedly dishoMest of all the assessination
vorks of sycophsncy, Yerald Posner's knowingly mistitled Case Closed.

”ﬂore thrn Tour months befé_}c this reprint appeare)d in my Case Open, which has yet
to be mentioned by or reviewed in the pap rs, including the Post, I refer o Posn~r,
1 “ng hie oun publisher's, Random House's, definitions of the words, as a "shyster,"

as a @ "plagiarizer," as a determined "liar" who has "whe—kas trouble telling the
twr truth even by acr:jléui:" and with many other of the most serious and forthright

com
crticiismy, all documented. T8 thic day he has not vg.fi.xed any eiaplaint or denial and,
given the cpportunity, indeed, ithe need in a lawsuit against it my book was the
bagsis of an affidavi.t, Sandom louse remains mute.

That this happens in owh country disgmaces us all.

¥
It isy T believe, we];{lpach the time for all e}:pliitations and commercializations
s
of 21l sirl.c; to end, for some concern for honesty to manifest itself so that we can recover
aome of the self-veepect we all lost and»étegin to exzamine the failures so.fhat, the

regoon for the title of my lojg—delayed book, in this country it can happren “NLVER AGATIH!



More Unfounded Theories About Lee Harvey Oswald [/ i G)o7) 74

After reading your Aug. 7 article “The Fourth Tramp:
Oswald's Lost Cellmate and the Gunrunners of Dallas”
[Outlook], in which my name is mentioned, I found it to be
a case of deja vu. I have been involved in the Kennedy
assassination investigation since its inception. First, as a
Marine officer, I was assigned to assist the FBI while it
was conducting a detailed inquiry into Lee Harvey Os-
wald's military background at the Marine Corps Air
Facility, New River, N.C,

Many years later, as FBI assistant director in charge of
criminal investigations, it was my responsibility to follow
up and take appropriate action on the findings and
recommendations of the House Select Committee on
Assassinations. I recommended to then-Director William
Webster and the Department of Justice that we seek a
third opinion from the National Academy of Sciences
regarding the disputed acoustical evidence of an alleged
fourth shot. The National Academy of Sciences' study
concurred with the findings of the FBI's technical staff

' that there was no fourth shot recorded in the questioned

Dallas Police Department radio tape. ;

Since May 1991, I have been the special agent in
charge of the FBI's Dallas division, and it has been my
responsibility to conduct any additional investigation war-
ranted in the Kennedy case, as alleged evidence or new
documents have been brought to light. For instance, when
the Dallas Police Department records were moved from
police headquarters to the Dallas City Archives, arrest
records on “the three tramps” were discovered. | ordered
a search for these three individuals. We found and
interviewed two of the men and verified the death of the
third. Our investigation showed no link between “the three
tramps” and the Kennedy assassination. We also inter-

viewed . Dr. Charles Crenshaw, co-author of the book
“‘JFE—Conspiracy of Silence,” published in 1992, and
found that he had a minuscule role in the treatment of
President Kennedy at Parkland Hospital and had no
pertinent facts to add in the case.

Much of what Ray and Mary La Fontaine report never
occurred, A review of public documents easily refutes
many key aspects of their story.

The La Fontaines quote John Elrod in their article as
saying he had a brief conversation with Lee Harvey
Oswald in the Dallas City Jail late on the afternoon of Nov.
22, 1963. According to the La Fontaines, Elrod told the
same story to the FBI 30 years ago, in August 1964.

But it was a different story he told the FBI eight
months after the Kennedy assassination. At the time Elrod
was incarcerated in a Tennessee jail; a sergeant in the
Memphis sheriff’s office wrote the FBI that Elrod had
come to his office claiming that he had information about
the assassination, but when the FBI interviewed Elrod, his
story was vague and contradictory.

Elrod, a self-professed alcoholic, told the FBI that he had
been troubled by the events that occurred after the
Kennedy assassination. Elrod recounted being arrested hy
the Dallas Police Department shortly after the assassination
and placed in cell 10 in the Dallas City Jail with a cellmate
whose name he could not recall. Elrod told the agents that
his cellmate saw and recognized another inmate in the jail
hallway. The inmate whom Elrod’s cellmate recognized was
someone the cellmate had met at a meeting at a motel,
According to Elrod's 1964 account, his cellmate had wit-
nessed, at that motel meeting, several men receiving
money, and one of the men was driving a Thunderbird filled

with guns. The inmate in the jail hallway was that man.
Elrod also vaguely recalled the cellmate mentioning, some- ,
time during their time together, that one of the men at the |
motel meeting was Jack Ruby. But he couldn’t identify his
cellmate, and he told FBI agents he couldn't remember

much because of his excessive use of alcohol. Miraculously, .

30 years later, he now can identify his mystery cellmate as
Lee Harvey Qswald.

The new Elrod story, as told by the La Fontaines, is
inaccurate. Had the La Fontaines examined public docu-
ments, they would have found that Oswald was never placed -,

in the general jail population. Oswald was placed in cell | |

number F-2, one of three maximum security cells, at
approximately 12:20 a.m. on Nov. 23, 1963. More impor-
tant, one of Oswald’s ever-present police escorts while in
the Dallas City Jail has recently confirmed that he was under
strict orders to see that Oswald was never placed in a cell .

with any other prisoners. Prisoner telephone records during . |

Oswald's stay in the Dallas City Jail also confirm F-2 as
Oswald’s cell. Therefore, it is clear that Elrod, in cell 10, .
was not in a cell with Oswald and certainly not on the
afternoon of Nov. 22, 1963, |

Most misleading is the La Fontaines' question, “Is it
possible that Lee Oswald was the informant who tipped off
the FBI about the gun deal on Nov. 18, 1963?" There is no
evidence that Lee Harvey Oswald was an informant for the
FBI, nor is there any evidence that Oswald knew anything
about a gunrunning operation in Dallas during that time,

—Oliver “Buck” Revell

The writer is special agent in charge of the Dallas
Division of the FBI.
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TO: SAC, DALLAS |
FROMs 8AC, BALTIMORE (H4-669) “* . Lo R
SUBJECT: MURKIN 3

L]

Enclosed for Dali&s is photo of neuSpaper‘artlst's
sketch of KING's assassin and photo of UNSUB lookalike.

The enclosed photographs were obtained from ROBERT -7 %
HARPER, City Editor, Frederick Post and had been given to him: '«
by HAROLD WEISBERG, Route 8, 0ld Recelver Road, Frederlck, = . ' -
Maryland. '

Mr. WEISBERG in discussing the above phot ographs
stated that the photo of the sketch appeared in the newspaper

and allegedly represents a composlite sketch of the assassin B
of MARTIN LUTHER KING. He said the photo of the other v, G
indlvidual was taken from a group photograph of individuals )
% who were waiting by a police car after the assagsination of /% . %
President JOHN F. KENNEDY.1in Dallas aniwas apparently the oS el e

photograph of a group of persons being taken into custody by = i
the Dallas, Texas PD for questioning Just after the assassina- L
tion of the President occurred. The group photo from which
the indlvidual blow-up was taken, was allegedly made by
WILLIAM ALLEN, a photographer for one of the Dallas ncwspapers.

It 18 to be noted that HAROLD WEISBERG 1is the author
of the books, "Whitewash"™ and "Whitewash Number 2" which are
eritical of the Warren Commission Report and of the
{nveatigatlion conducted into the agsassination of Preslident
KENNEDY.
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8AC, BALTIMORE (44-868) _ 8/21/68
SAC, DALLAS (44-2649) (RUC)

MURKIN
00: MEMPHIS
BEe Baltimore airtel to Dallas dated 5/3/68,

Knclomsed herewith for Memphis and Baltimore is one
copy of Dallas teletype to Oklahoma City dated 4/24/68.

The following investigation was conducted by SA
BARDWELL D. OULUNM:

AT DALIAS, TEXASB

On 5/14/68, FELIX MC KNIG]T[TZ) co-publisber ©of "The
Dallas Times Herald", X aVIBed That It appeared to him that
the alleged pewspaper artist's sketch appeared to have been
wade by someone who was looking at the photo of the unknown
lookalike, both photos furnisbed by the Baltimore office
of the ¥FBl., He advised that BILL ALLEN 48 now employed by
the API at Little Rock, Arkansas, He produced the
negative from which the close-up was taken, It shows a
Dallas Police Officer leading three wen followéd by another
Police Officer away Iro-dho front of the Texas 8chool Book
bopository.

On 5/15/68, BILL BASS, ldentification Division,
Dallag PD, identified the officer leading these three men
as himself, and stated that on 11/22/63, the date the photo
wan taken, be, ROY VAUGHN, and MARVIN WISE had found three
men in m boxcar About a mile from the Texas School Book
Depository down the railroad tracks. They brought them to
the Dallas County 80 and turned them over to an unknown

Deputy Bheriff. MHe did not know the names of these individuals

and did not know if they were booked,

On 5/15/68, officers MARYIN WIBE and ROY VAUGHN
andvised that they could add nothing to the information

furnisbed by BASS, confirmod what be had furnished and advised

oS4 ST M ey |

2 - Baltimore (Enc. 1) (nu) Y-

$ ~ Memphis (44-19887) (Enc. 1) (RM)

3 - Dallas (1 - 44-2648) (1 - 105-815)
(1 - BP-43)
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DL 44-2649

they did not know the identity of the Deputy Bheriff or
the threoe men they brought im,

On 5/16/68, JAMES D. KITCHING, Dallas County 80,
advised that be im in charge of the Identification Division,
and that be had personally looked up the jacket and photo
of each person booked on 11/22/63, and did not find anyone
who bears a resemblance to the persons appearing in the photo
with Dallas policeman BILL BABS., He advised that this indicates
that these persons were mot booked but thsy may have been
interviewed, He advised that m mort of screening office wans
oporated by the Dallas County 80 on 11/22/63, and numerous
persons were Anterviewed. He advised that without the names
of the persons it would be alwost impossible to develop the
nape of the persons in the photo.

On 5/17/68, Sheriff BILL DECKER, Dallas County,
advised that he does not know who the men lm in the.photo
taken by BILL ALLEN, but that recently this sawe photo had
been shown to him by someone representing JIM AGARRISON,
DA, New Orleans, Louisiana, He stated be did not know the
significance.

On 5/17/68, ¥YELIX MC KNIGHT advised that he had
received a telephonic inquiry from the head of the Associated
Press in Rew York, Rew York, apparently inquiring about this
same photo. The AP information had originated from a press
release by TRENT GOUGH, s Canadian sctor who says he is con-
nocted with the Cltiunu Committee of Inquiry and the Kennedy
Aanlasiution Inquiry Committee, 243 West O4th Street, New York.

‘r 2
J
X/
B
2

For the information of Memphis and Baltimore, a
photo of the mawe close-up as that submitted by Baltimore
wag furnished to BA CHARLES A. BLOSSFIELD on 4/23/68, by AL
CHAPNAN, member of the Ku Klux Klan, Dallas, Texas., He
declined to may where be got this photo. (See enclosed _
teletype,) 25

Rt

L

Memphis mote that imstant photo has been given ‘
considorable widespread distribution., MNo further investigation
im being conducted re samwe, in absence of specific instructions
from 0O,

‘fﬁv&;‘

RARSIE v Liks b g

% ",l‘ 147, VB
3

A, i FCS Mot
H . Y , 1 .
i Ak " i'-. P et
R hu sfh'hh ‘;‘tl’é\‘w‘i'.}"-rh; R0 e AT LB o WD e 81 S T St 0 L



