
Litters to the editor 	 8/28/94 
The Washington Post 
1i50 15 St., UW 
Washington, DC 20{)71 

Dallas FBI Agdit in Charget/liver "Buck" Revill's  beitfed August 27 "More Un- 
,..„Auguat 7  

rounded Theories About Lee Harvey Oswald" criticism of therThe Fourth Tramp" Outlook 

..c.1>  arti4e It iraa ka Ray and Nary La Fontaine includes some but not all of what I told 

Outlook about that newest or the JEK assassination mythologies in a letter Iwnate 

it the day that article appeared and then within a few days in a lengthy', detailed and 

documented commentary and analysis receipt of which it has not vet acknowledged. 

Whilo Revell's criticism, perhaps assisted by his office's assassination historian, 

Farris Roakstool III, who is well aware of my writing, is justified, in his quiet 

beasting about his and his Pala investigatory derring-do he is throwing stones from 

inaide a. glass house. 

Revell tgeo credit for the exposure of the assassination irrelevance of those so-

called "tramp" pictures after he became Dallas SAC in 'lay 1991. In fact,I forced that 
4.001:a/ 4t 

FBI eapoaure beginning May 3, 19681  byputting the FBI in the position ofoiTfferAgs Da  

to investigate a then new assassination mythology. Dallas then failed to do what it was 

asLed to do, learn the "identity" of those tramps. Instead it content4Lelf with proving 

there was no JFIC assassination connection. If Revell's Dallas office had not failed to 

.:11aL lLaas asked to do in 1")68 all the mythologies attributed to that picture would 

not since they?  have plagued our histhry. As aevell himself says, all the FBI had to do 

in 1968 via;; ask the 1),1111as polica for their names. nom its aen (enclosed) report it did 

not. 	(11.Wa- 

Revell also says that "as a Ilarine officer, I was assigned to assist the FBI while 

it was condu-ting a detailed inquiry into Lee .aarv;y44e Oswald's military backgroomaan 

With tevell's assistance the FBI did not discover and report what I fir;t tragx 

broupht to light in 1967 mad hio asaistant Rookstool knows, that as anarine Oswald 

had CRYPTO and TOP Zerpt secutity clearances. The FBI has yet to acknowledge that even 

thou:all/the Warren Commission testimony that I brought to light in 1965 told it that 
I 

Oswald's clearances had to be at least SECRET. 



If 1101 Revell's Dallas FBI office had done what was asked of it in 1968, all the 

u,~f FYI —  
lamlam exciting and confusing 	"tramp" mytholoaten, from , ''arrisoneito that of the Da 

Pontaincs, would not have existed and the country would have been sTIved that plague at 

least. 



0.1144-jil 	 A.1.•; 
While the proof of thtse high security clearances doqlst exist in 411*,,,aildLs Navy 

nTaonnel records,A i does exist in other Navy records that, not needin8 the FBI's 

generous tax-payer funding I got from the Navy ader date of July 14, 1 977 for 59.65. 
it remajns officially unacknowledged 4"-S: 

---EaVfh6Only °facia1 candidate for Presidential assassin was so trusted in the 

marine; that he had these except;Lonally high security elearanceak_s far from the only ) 	• 	. 
°21/tai 	 t.t4,4t, 

national scandal for which the FBI is renwonsible. 

The now President directed the FBI to make and report on an exhaustive and definit-

ite investigation o;* the assassination. Piat-The FBI neither did nor ever intended 

doing Instead, as I document fully with records I obtained through a dozen FOIA lawsuits 

vYLIJt  
tvaist V7e 	in my coming book, NaVER AGAIN! publication of which is now scheduled 

".- 

forarch, 199!, Director hoover ordained the eLact opposite the evening of th., 

the assassination and nobody in the FBI or elsewhere in the government dared do what 

'looter did not want done. It made a large pretense but it never actually investigated 

he crime ito elf. 

Whea he was intervieied by William Nanchester on June 4,1964, -hoover stated, in the 

, 
word of his note-taker, Cartha ifeheek Lsach, that in "the President's call at 7:25 p.m. 

he gave s,,esific instructions that the FBI do everything possible to thoroughly investi-

gate this case." (FBI File t=T,  Not Recorded, copy on request, 8 pp.) 

But lio,ver did not await -a 'phone call.: "The Director tol Manchester that the FBI 
/bP4d.  ci  

immediately entered th_f case des-„it; non-juriddiction.his is to say illegally, and to 

be able to cdnitrol the cpe, which is what the FBI did beginning then. 

hoover also made it cl ar to.ganchester that he knew immediately, before going "all 

Out" i,i response to Johnson's directive that Omiald was the 	lone assassin. 

This cdftainty,_ without spy investigation, so pIrmeated the FBI that as Revell will 
f - y3- e(L.-ei-/ it/ 

find in his own )8.1.1.as i ale when Dal las Eastman Kodak showed two of the then i)allas 
ptc4141. 2e5( 

agents amateur mimits of the President actually being killed ("did dept the Ores- 

ident's car at the precise time shots were fired"), those agents not only declined 

ia0-74/14 - 
free copies of those iloviea-rit did not even notify Headquarters of their existence. 



■ 
p0A hey remained a secret until I foressed their disgorging in C.A. 76-03220  

As I wrote and the Post published during the controversy about the °liver Stone ilia 

movie, JFK, I am "the lonely man in th! middle" with conspir-,cy theories oh one side of 

me and non-conspiracies on thJ other side. 

In deploring "More Unfounded Tories About Lee Harvey 	 veil fails to 

acknowledge the fact that the very first theory, of Oswald as the lone assassin, was 

made up by his own FBI before it made what it calls an investigation, which it never was. 

That "all out" rr:port the FBI prepared at the new President's order is no more than 
k±11 five are %Di" in the Commission's f es.) 

a fomr-volume diatribe against Oswld.71-Laeis on ack u y. The FijI'd 
this 

own index of it makes II, clear and that it was labelling him "red" despite his clear 

r.-:cord I have from the FBI's own files that he/(as strongly anti-Communiast and daring 

of fool hay enough to be that within the USSR. 

While this report oozes with such political poison, it doe?inot, unbelievable as it 

maysecm, even accpunt fo-rhe shots that were figd in th
1  
4rime and in all those pages a--  

does not even Give the Cause of death! 

In all four volume-;]- 	bus bur two sentences on the shooting. I reproduced them in 

fps facsimile in my first book (Whitewash: The Report o the Warren Re t, p. 194) 
r 

Priot to ;ublication I took copier. of those pages to Al Fr9361fily and Ben Bradlee. 

Thlrofessed excitement and seemed to be impress but the Post did not publish it. 

- with the 	pows..in8 Q. 

;  others and f 411 -ides of this lingering contr-ert9, to start to try to be honest first 
--- 

ulth-"tr,em6-61 es ass 

In the most important job it nver had the FBI failed and it failed because it was 

its own directordec!ision to wipe the case out by making 	safely-dead Oswald the 

lone assassin before anything like an investigation could have been or was made. 

By its leaking of the first of those five volumes the FBI boxed the Warren Commission 

in. It dared not confront Hoover, knowing full well that nobody ever did and survived 

that politically. As it confessed in its emergency executive session of January 22,1964, 

ard and no 

longer able to bani3 eCi=agetis to Butte, it is past 	e for the FBI, among 

n e peop_e. 



2SXIeica pictures 

	

The reason for noT.accepting free copies di" 	of the President being 

killed 1J  is they could "note. be used for identification purpose." That is, they did not 

shoe Ofluold with a smoIdng, gun. They could be used for identifying at least 50 wit- 

nesses to the assassinatio x..7 1 	 , , . , ;.&, • 

Simi3Arly, when. a nearby police department phoned th,;! Dallas FBI the afternoon 

of the assassination, before that Office bad Oswald's name, and suggested that the. FBI 

consider a man who, along with the groups of which he was part, had often threatened the 

PresiOcnt, thefBI supervisor wrote on this lead sheet - which also was not sent to 

Headquarters - p."ot necessary to cover as true subject located." (894 43-84) 

2 -- 

who are quite clean in them. 

They also had th- great importance in any real investigation of elearl shouing the 

positions and the aLtitudes of the bodiegWes all in the Pivsidential limousine 

at precise and identifiable inotants during the assassination. 



a;,wit4,  I aif creET 

chat I also rescued from oblivion via FOIA, the Commission understood, in the words of 
ee  

its =1(coumel, J. Leo Rankin, "They would like to have us fold up and (=lit." 

Commdssion ilember Hale Boggs than interjected, "This closes tWease, you see, deln't you?" 

Commiseiccer and former CIA flirector Allen Dullee acPouledged, "Yes, I see that." 

Rankie thenerapped it up in these words, "They found the man. There is nothing for 

sel* to do. The Commission supports their conclusion, and we can go home and that is the 

end of it." 

Although the Commission hal decided that it would pi serve a stenographic transcipt 

of all its secret seossioae for poeterity, that that one, on Dulles' motion, thet 

decided to destroy it. (Eae Post tIortem, pnges 475ff) 
The s4notypiot's tape was overlooked. 
1;!hon  I loonto4-444-.Rediaa4=peye4 er.teen4ypi.o.tie-4aps I compelled its ttanscription and 

disclosure to me. Denths before I published iti;i4yaalfEE75>I gave copies to the 
1../4/ 

press. Bill Ve/ibeame of the Post did write a story about 1and since then it has all 

been forgoten, 

pith the passing of more than 30 years, with licover long gone to his reward and no 

longer able to banish his rigents to Butte, with more than enough biome to go aro ud 

on all sides of this lingering uontrove that is so peinful to za -ao many people and 

rel eine such a cause for diselfcharitThment with the government, it is well past the time 

for the beginning of an effort to be honest, with themselves for the parties involved and 

with the people for all parties. 
et-ed, 

criticism of the mythologic ssame like the 4onteines is more than juetified, 

and L  beat Revell to that and did it in much more detail, Revell and his FBI have earned 
its / 

vnore d criticism than all other official agencies combined. From''Vfer/relativele minor 
.a.er 

fiilurc to learn who those irrelevant taamps were and instead 	' that he exposed 

that fiction 25 years after I compelled that, to never investigating the crime itself, 
w,  't.t 

as among thouzends of illustration4refusal to eacept free pictures of the President-4r  
El 

Acting killed, Reveille office, as the "office of origin" le office in immediate charge 

of the investigation, faiied more than all others outside of FBI headquarters. 

nen he Criticizes others for their failures, which he is entitled to do, he doe1 



not do that with clmn hands without full and public admissions of his own and h is 

office's failures. 

414110 La Fontaine fiction from overactive imaginations that typify the minds 
o4144.4e4;,0A44,  

and anproaches of those ti 	who theorizerepndPiracies without provina themb is to 

be n book, Oswald Toaked,\--sys all that need be said about the greed of publis 

overcoming their common sense and the responsibilities of those who undertake to 

give  the people what they claim is not - ic ion, as the t t uth about this most terrible 

of crimes and its investigations. 

Also typical of Vlis dominating greed in the current paperback republication of 

titszsest what 1  described as the most intendedly diahaest of all the assassination 

works of sycophoncy, Gerald Posnqr's knowingly mistitledamtOloseg,. 

lore thin four months befpe,re this reprint appeared in my case Win, which has yet 
-4„ 

to be mentioned by or reviewed in the pappTs, including the Post, I refer to Posnnr, 

u ing his own publisher's, Random House's, definitions of the words, as a "shyster," 

as a * "plagiarizer," as a determined "liar" who has "whe,bes trouble telling the 

tur truth even by acsjient" and with many other of the most serious and forthright 

Cain 
crticiismijall documented. Ta thir day he has not v Led any aiiaplaint or denial and, 

given the opportunity, indeed, the need in a lawsuit against It litenrmy book was the 

basis of an affidavit, Random House remains mute. 

That this happens in ou4country disgraces as all. 

It is, I believe, wellpast the time for all expliitations and commercialisations 

of al sid,/to end, for some concern for honesty to manifest itself so that we can recover 

some of th- self-respect we all lost andIkegin to m.lamine the failures so. that, the 

raison for the title of my lokc-delayed book, in this country it can happen AILNER AGAIN! 



M
ore U

nfounded T
heories A

bout L
ee H

arvey O
sw

ald lb 
w

ith guns. T
he inm

ate in the jail hallw
ay w

as that m
an. 

E
kod also vaguely recalled the cellm

ate m
entioning, som

e-
tim

e during their tim
e together, that one of the m

en at the 
m

otel m
eeting w

as Jack R
uby. B

ut he couldn't identify his 
cellm

ate, and he told F
B

I agents he couldn't rem
em

ber 
m

uch because of his excessive use of alcohol. M
iraculously, 

30 years later, he now
 can identify his m

ystery cell hate as 
L

ee H
arvey O

sw
ald. 

T
he new

 E
lrod story, as told by the L

a F
ontaines, is 

inaccurate. H
ad the L

a F
ontaines exam

ined public docu-
m

ents, they w
ould have found that O

sw
ald w

as never placed 
in the general jail population. O

sw
ald w

as placed in cell 
n
u
m

b
er F

-2
, o

n
e o

f th
ree m

ax
im

u
m

 secu
rity

 cells, at 
approxim

ately 12:20 a.m
. on N

ov. 23, 1963. M
ore im

por-
tant, one of O

sw
ald's ever-present police escorts w

hile in 
the D

allas C
ity Jail has recently confirm

ed that he w
as under 

strict orders to see that O
sw

ald w
as never placed in a cell 

w
ith any other prisoners. Prisoner telephone records during 

O
sw

ald's stay in the D
allas C

ity Jail also confirm
 F

-2 as 
O

sw
ald's celL

 T
herefore, it is clear that E

lrod, in cell 10, . 
w

as not in a cell w
ith O

sw
ald and certainly not on the 

afternoon of N
ov. 22, 1963. 

M
ost m

isleading is the L
a F

ontaines' question, is it 
possible that L

ee O
sw

ald w
as the inform

ant w
ho tipped off 

the F
B

I about the gun deal on N
ov. 18, 1963?" T

here is no 
evidence that L

ee H
arvey O

sw
ald w

as an inform
ant for the 

F
B

I, nor is there any evidence that O
sw

ald knew
 anything 

about a gunrunning operation in D
allas during that tim

e. 

—
O

liver "B
uck" R

evell 
77w

 w
riter is special agent in charge of the D

allas 
D

ivision of the F
B

I. 

A
fter reading your A

ug. 7 article "T
he F

ourth T
ram

p: 
O

sw
ald's L

ost C
ellm

ate and the G
unrunners of D

allas" 
(O

utlook!, in w
hich m

y nam
e is m

entioned, I found it to be 
a case of deja vu. I have been involved in the K

ennedy 
assassination investigation since its inception. F

irst, as a 
M

arine officer, I w
as assigned to assist the F

B
I w

hile it 
w

as conducting a detailed inquiry into L
ee H

arvey O
s-

w
ald

's m
ilitary

 b
ack

g
ro

u
n
d
 at th

e M
arin

e C
o
rp

s A
ir 

F
acility, N

ew
 R

iver, N
.C

. 
M

any years later, as F
B

I assistant director in charge of 
crim

inal investigations, it w
as m

y responsibility to follow
 

u
p
 an

d
 tak

e ap
p
ro

p
riate actio

n
 o

n
 th

e fin
d
in

g
s an

d
 

reco
m

m
en

d
atio

n
s o

f th
e H

o
u

se S
elect C

o
m

m
ittee o

n
 

A
ssassinations. I recom

m
ended to then-D

irector W
illiam

 
W

eb
ster an

d
 th

e D
ep

artm
en

t o
f Ju

stice th
at w

e seek
 a 

th
ird

 o
p
in

io
n
 fro

m
 th

e N
atio

n
al A

cad
em

y
 o

f S
cien

ces 
regarding the disputed acoustical evidence of an alleged 
fourth shot. T

he N
ational A

cadem
y of S

ciences' study 
concurred w

ith the findings of the F
B

I's technical staff 
that there w

as no fourth shot recorded in the questioned 
D

allas P
olice D

epartm
ent radio tape. 

S
in

ce M
ay

 1
9

9
1

, 1
 h

av
e b

een
 th

e sp
ecial ag

en
t in

 
charge of the F

B
I's D

allas division, and it has been m
y 

responsibility to conduct any additional investigation w
ar-

ranted in the K
ennedy case, as alleged evidence or new

 
docum

ents have been brought to light. F
or instance, w

hen 
the D

allas P
olice D

epartm
ent records w

ere m
oved from

 
police headquarters to the D

allas C
ity A

rchives, arrest 
records on "the three tram

ps" w
ere discovered. I ordered 

a search
 fo

r th
ese th

ree in
d
iv

id
u

als. W
e fo

u
n

d
 an

d
 

interview
ed tw

o of the m
en and verified the death of the 

third. O
ur investigation show

ed no link betw
een "the three 

tram
ps" and the K

ennedy assassination. W
e also inter- 

view
ed . D

r. C
harles C

renshaw
, co-author of the book 

'1F
K

—
C

onspiracy of S
ilence,' published in 1992, and 

found that he had a m
inuscule role in the treatm

ent of 
P

resid
en

t K
en

n
ed

y
 at P

ark
lan

d
 H

o
sp

ital an
d

 h
ad

 n
o

 
pertinent facts to add in the case. 

M
uch of w

hat R
ay and M

ary L
a F

ontaine report never 
occurred. A

 review
 of public docum

ents easily refutes 
m

any key aspects of their story. 
T

he L
a F

ontaines quote John E
lrod in their article as 

say
in

g
 h

e h
ad

 a b
rief co

n
v
ersatio

n
 w

ith
 L

ee H
arv

ey
 

O
sw

ald in the D
allas C

ity Jail late on the afternoon of N
ov. 

22, 1963. A
ccording to the L

a F
ontaines, E

lrod told the 
sam

e story to the F
B

I 30 years ago, in A
ugust 1964. 

B
u
t it w

as a d
ifferen

t sto
ry

 h
e to

ld
 th

e F
B

I eig
h
t 

m
onths after the K

ennedy assassination. A
t the tim

e E
lrod 

w
as incarcerated in a T

ennessee jail; a sergeant in the 
M

em
phis sheriff's office w

rote the F
B

I that E
lrod had 

com
e to his office claim

ing that he had inform
ation about 

the assassination, but w
hen the F

B
I interview

ed E
lrod, his 

story w
as vague and contradictory. 

E
lrod, a self-professed alcoholic, told the FB

I that he had 
b
een

 tro
u
b
led

 b
y
 th

e ev
en

ts th
at o

ccu
rred

 after th
e 

K
ennedy assassination. E

lrod recounted being arrested by 
the D

allas Police D
epartm

ent shortly after the assassination 
and placed in cell 10 in the D

allas C
ity Jail w

ith a cellm
ate 

w
hose nam

e he could not recall. E
lrod told the agents that 

his cellm
ate saw

 and recognized another inm
ate in the jail 

hallw
ay. T

he inm
ate w

hom
 E

lrod's cellm
ate recognized w

as 
som

eone the cellm
ate had m

et at a m
eeting at a m

otel. 
A

ccording to E
lrod's 1964 account, his cellm

ate had w
it-

n
essed

, at th
at m

o
tel m

eetin
g

, sev
eral m

en
 receiv

in
g

 
m

oney, and one of the m
en w

as driving a T
hunderbird filled 



7'44,1 Iro44;evoi:.; 

5/3/68 

A 1RTEL 

TO SAC, DALLAS 

FROM: SAC, BALTIMORE (44-669) 

SUBJECT: MURKIN 

Enclosed for Dallas is photo of newspaper artist's 
sketch of KING's assassin and photo of UNSUB lookalike. 

The enclosed photographs were obtained from ROBERT 
HARPER, City Editor,Yrederick Post and had been given to him' 
by HAROLD WEISBERG  /Route 5, Old Receiver Road, Frederick, 
Maryland. 

Mr. WEISBERG in discussing the above photographs 
stated that the photo of the sketch appeared in the newspaper 

and allegedly represents a composite sketch of the assassin 
of MARTIN LUTHER KING. He said the photo of the other 
individual was taken from a group photograph of individuals 

who were waiting by a police car after the assassination of 
President JOHN F. KENNEDY, in Dallas aril was apparently the • 

photograph of a group of persons being taken into custody by 

the Dallas, Texas PD for questioning just after the assassina- 

tion of the President occurred. 	The group photo from which 
the individual blow-up was taken, was allegedly made by 
WILLIAM ALLEN, a photographer for one of the Dallas newspapers. 

It is to b9 noted that HAROLD WEISBERG is the author 

of the books, "Whitewash" and "Whitewash Number 2" which are 

critical of the Warren Commission Report and of the 

investigation conducted into the assassination of President 
KENNEDY. 

/,,:y.i. 
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311 44-669 

The Dallas Office w
ill, through inquir

y at the 

nallkan, Texas PD, a
ttempt to ascertain 

the identity of the 

Individual who was 
allegedly photograp

hed in Dallas on 

the date of KENNEDY
's assassination. " 	• 

• 

I 

Tr 

• 

r. 



MC, BALTIMORE (44-669) 

MC, DALLAS (44-2649) (auC) 

IMMIX 

B/21/68 

00: MEMPHIS 

Re Baltimore airtel to Dallas dated 5/3/68. 

Itnelosed herewith for Memphis and Baltimore is one 
copy of Dallas teletype to Oklahoma City dated 4/24/68. 

The following investigation was conducted by SA 
BARDWILL D. OUUM: 

AT DALLAS, TEXAS 

On 5/14/68, FELIX  MC KNIGg  ca publisher of "The 
Dallas Times Herald",`A(rvieed that it appeared to him that 
the alleged newspaper artist's 'ketch appeared to have been 
made by someone who was looking at the photo of the unknown 
lookalike, both photos furnished by the Baltimore office 
of the FBI. He advised that BILL ALLEXAs now employed by 
the API at Little Rock, Arkansas. He produced the 
negative from which the close-up was taken. It shows a 
Dallas Police Officer leading three men followed by another 
Police Officer away fromithe front of the Texas School Book 
Depository. 

On 5/15/88, BILL BASS, Identification Division, 
Vallee PD, identified the officer leading these three nee 
as himself, and stated that on 11/22/63, the date the photo 
wan taken, be, ROY VAUGIU, and MARVIN WISE had found three 
men in a boxcar about a mile from the Texas School Book 
Depository down the railroad tracks. They brought then to 
the Dallas County SO and turned them over to an unknown 
Deputy Sheriff. He did not know the names of theme individuals 
and did not know if they were booked. 

On 5/15/68, officers MARVIN WISE and ROY VAUGIIN 
advised that they could add nothing to the information 
furnished by BASS, confirmed whet be had furnished and advised 

1/4/-/17-4/ 

ic\ 

2 - Baltimore 	(Enc., 1)(1114) 
- Memphis (44-1987)(Enc. 1) (ER) 

3 - Dallas (1 - 44-2648) (1 - 105-615) 
(1 - 89-43) 

BDO:Jed 
(1) 

t ,"" 	'••••••••  

• 
•  



DL 44-2640 

they did not know the identity of the Deputy Sheriff or 
the three men they brought in. 

Ou 5/16/68, JAMES D. KITCSING, Dalian County SO, 
advised that be is in charge of the Identification Division, 
and that be bad personally looked up the Jacket and photo 
of each person booked on 11/22/63, and did not find anyone 
who bears a resemblance to the persona appearing in the photo 
with Dallas policeman BILL BASS. Se advised that this indicates 
that these persona were not booked but they may have been 
interviewed. He advised that a aort of screening office was 
operated by the Dallas County 60 on 11/22/63, and numerous 
persona were interviewed. Be advised that without the names 
of the persona it would be almost impossible to develop the 
name of the persona in the photo. 

Du 5/17/68, Sheriff BILL DECKER, Dallas County, 
advised that he does not know who the men are in the.photo 
taken by BILL ALLEN, but that recently this same photo had 
been shown to him by someone representing JIM /GARRISON, 
DA, Mew Orleans, Louisiana. Do stated be did not know the 
significance. 

Oo 5/17/68, SEMI MC KNIGHT advised that he had 
received a telephonic inquiry from the head of the Associated 
Press in Sow York, New York, apparently inquiring about this 
mama photo. The AP information had originated from a press 
release by TRENT GOUGH, a Canadian actor who says he - is con-
nected with the Citizens Committee of Inquiry and the Kennedy 
Assassination Inquiry Committee, 243 West 54th Street, New Turk. 

For the information of Memphis and Baltimore, a 
photo of the PIANO close-up an that submitted by Baltimore 
was furnished to SA CHARLXS A. DLOGSFIELD on 4/23/68, by AL 
CHAPMAN, member of the to Klux Ilan, Dalian, Texas. Be 
declined to say where he got this photo. (See enclosed 
taletype.)  

Memphis mote that instant photo has been given 
considerable widespread distribution. No further investigation 
im being conducted re same, in absence of specific instructions 
from 00. 
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