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Year Jeffl,

asy gou may not recell, I told you and J:;‘ra.rﬂc when you were here that with what
time remains for me 1'm seeldns to perfect the record for history to the degree possible
Tor me, That accounts for the long an mu-ewsrifd comrentary on The Fourth Pramp you
resented so nuch. I put a copy of your letter to fu.e dated only 25 dugust aside I am
com‘iA.cnt for writing you about in the future and 3%51 do that now. I read the#e La (1’
Fontaine bog' when * was liospitalized for two weeks. 4nd, frankl ’I was surprised to
see your dyat-—aackvt promo aftér you learned what you did from what + wrote. That was
lgs: than you could "mve. Lou could also have learned from the failure of the Ig I‘tmdta:mes
dF'r write me a word. mu sb‘puld recall that when you asked if you could send it to them
I encaébiged you and said I'd respond in writing to enything they wrote. (The second
graf of your letter aaid, "I leave it to the La “onatines to respond in detail.#" You
could-and should-have learMed from their silence,)

ig you should hu¥e learned in your reporting, there are some stories that cannot
handled with abrupt brevity and without regard for hackground not in the story. Any
writing about tle ssgassination is of this nature. It is not of the flat workd and those
who do not intend literary whoring require at least basic krowledge of what they will
be writing about. The La Fonatines do not vet have that and from their cun accpunt
in their bock never intended tugequire ik,

Tou said that + treated them an you as " idiots." While 1 did not, the case of
you as an idiot could be stronger becguse vou should have lmown to ask the questions
you did not ask. I regurd them as dishonest, arrogant, subjec?r-mattar ignoramudes after
they fiuished their book, ond as commmercializers and exploiters of that great tragedy.
Tho.se, moye than ones

They build cenjec ﬁurru‘-’on conjeeture when there is no basis for any of their con—
gectures, The dd lie and %hat is also basif for them. Without their lies they'd have
had no bouka They—iﬁﬂi& indulge in an assortment of other dishonesties. Thﬁjpumted%
omlt the trenscript ol their concept of the best ol journalism, Uard “ ‘opy, and quote
not a Word from it. ‘ou should have resd ite Blrod refused to\('dy a single word they
atiribute to him and again wilhout which they'd have had no book.

I do not "diamiss the possibilzt'-ty that Elrod's story could be true." I diamiss
that what they giveds Elred's story. I fot all those great 'Eiiwcoveries"of 8411 Adams
in PUIA litigotion of the T0s. Elrod insisted to +the FBI ﬁqat he lnei nothing =bout
the assassination mcl hie d_LdnA change when they had him on camera and had some 35 Yeta




roels bugide what they used on it schowe What it may be interproted as "matching"
has no rolevince, not that stm*y anil not that alleged Ellsworth natch.
I do not remeber uwhat + wrote so long ago but ¥ do ses what vow said, that
T "fopliuhly impute to the lq ‘ﬁ)nt-zinps the view that i Hove 18,196% gun deal
was .,unnly:..n;_,q weppons ior the 2d invasion of Cuba something they never said and
doALL/{ beliebbs " That is not the iupression 4 have from having read their bock. But
it is foolish to give that any assassination rolevence and with more than four
hudred pages they did note. They cannote Yeriods There is and there could be Hone. &nd
nobody did any checking to see if that was possible Not that their entire treatment =
of thal second invasion was not puerile. Silly at bestaRidiculous!Very ignorant, tooe
Iou accused me of not offering constructive criticism, of o torrvent of azbuse
that L&decl to the "already terribly difficult tagk md;}m:{mﬂx of conv:.nca.ng the papu,rs
timid leadership that the assassination pust be properly 1'me5tlgat
Wlth ch ildish crap that has nothing at all to do with the assascination?
Liow much of that does it take for a "timid leadership", not to be convinced
it was righl all along?
How fan there be any‘constructivedcriticim of what is not possible?
dnd how aboub a pep‘ti‘ls and a reporter's obligation not gp deceive and mislead
Phe people? o
You say that YraMk, Loardner, Hoch and Newmen "read" the piece “and did not
objuet to its appeagapcu.’ Thal is not what L heard about bavdner, Yhat makes Frank
and Yewnin experts on the subject? and did lloch reconmend it? (The qufontaines added
nobhiig to his 1974 word on thet “oD cerd and as I recall oudtted some of ;that is key. )
lleemant's book dees .ot connuctﬁl Uguald and the CIA and has much that is
vc‘:la’;:m. th it, some less than honest, gome i slorant and basic and it has nn obvious
and baseless przjudice.
I dipreg to tell you a little about experts. J_n even the field of their expertise.
Tou nay remenber I wgs vuas iupresse by “euman's Canyers presentation and got
in bt ueh with hinm through you. We invited ldn fEE Tharnlcagiving dinner that year. They
game and he just sat and pave me the eye yotil after we ate, I did not mind, was a
bit amuced and dgnorod it. @ tor e ate + dold him of a few things T had that he
might be able to use.l?ne wag the actunl alleged Uswald nwiber the Lommission suppresseds
It lkmew that ponuie Mudlcing had made that 8199 or S172 numbor up. It arranged to hear
the Yexans in private and with onlsz Warren and Haonkin speslcing to thems Carr or lidde
told them the correct numbev 110669, Runldn ingored that thereffter but did include
it in a mewmo. liy copy ol th:.u memo hod been stoley for Lifton by the Baltimore cop
who worlked for Lvingntone and doubled with ddffon. I told IeWman how to get it. He




phon f,l me exikitedly from the Archi’b’e:s , having found it :xactly wl'ier!‘I'd told him I
a,‘ot\#{ in 1966, He had promised me a copye After six months of effort h e sent me not
that one, from the Yommis iou:,:: files, but a carbon from the CIA's, which made it lock
lilee he wap informdn: me. But he did not use that in his book! It is a Cla-type num’q@r,
not FBI. I also sheved him my vproof that Osvald had the CRYPD clearance I said he had
in 1967, in my Uswald in lew Orleans., I started to make a copy for him and he told me
nﬁ to, tlat he'd ot his own copy. line wag from the lavy but I told him it was in
the Vomrmission's files and that is vhere he scid he'd get ite 1t is not in his book
nor is there any mention of tha' high elearunce tha‘]' hag TOP SECIET as a prerequisite.

The liexico Uity CI4 records he used make it clear that it was not Kostikov to
whom Uswald ppolke in seeldng a visa but Yatskove Mot din lis bouks Kostikov of the
alleged wet joba only is. The Commission's files also hold the GLA wemo Lelling them
this but as the Yommission ignored it, tiut was fine for Hewman to do, tove

411 of those remurkable "discoveries" of their Silicon Valley cavalry vere

in the publie domuin, in the F3I1's public reading room as the result of my getting

them in several lawsuits. They vers ignoved because they have no mu;;.m.ng other than in
the debunidng of the tramps myth, which L had been doing begin ing §- in 1967 and did
to the ¥BI the next ,f(ﬁl , forcing an FBL investigation that confirmed the debunlding and
vas disclosed to ue J’fn CA's T5-1996 and T78-0%22, I uced zome of it to prevent the
Garvison atrocity he'd planned for late 1968 that {ardner used in the stoty on the
)i one novie.
- Iou say that uha.t”:,fou refer to as  "constructive criticism could help then and
me im advence this stury.® That you were determined to do regarless of fact or truth.
But is that not true in general of any criticiam? If it is not ignored? Did you pay
any attention to auy of it before your glowing endoursement of what should shame a
competent cub? Did you ask me about a word in that book? Did they?

burcu! they nade an "adjustment" to bypass their lie abou® the overhearing
a.llbged and the gighting also alleged when you sent them the chart 3- im Zeqvelle had
sLm, ..hed for me. But you did not pay any atiention to their basing what is so important
Gin wnat they made up (and maldng things up is not, your d"gfda,\"good reporters like the
la qua@i_ues.“)‘

Tou suid you'd reread what I sent the Post and then would "try to provide" me
"more information ‘;‘l:]'lat did not_ap‘;_.eear in the story that indicates just how fruitful the
La Fonatine's work is." iou didﬁvand it is not in their book, which is more of an

atrocity than their ar‘l:i-c:le. 1

Iou say your objective waa cunv:.nce the paper's leadsbip that "the assassination
mugt be properly inves :J.Bated." I'ci 101:0 to know how that is possible u:.th;{{:he income-




and dishonest writing of those subjecl-matter ignoramuses who saw the chance for

commpreializing a scandal with the Rickey White be.s. amd spent six months trying to

validate it and who then spent a yesr and a half drying to lccatcg oﬁ the tramps,
e 7| /

Harola Doyle and who to this day are @ ignorant about eh: assasaination itself?

Hou you could be party to a cheap trick that says they lhave no ”agenféia“
and no thoories uhen they begin saying they assune Oswald Guilt, rather much of an
agenda, ado do nothing but theori@gat thedr i:est end not orfe with [iL legitinatc basis
for ;’r They aloo lic, 4s in inisting that Hooty hade made perscnal contact i
with Uswald, to mole smnag: ﬁ?f hinme In saying that detlohrenschildt worked for the
CI4 without apy proof or cven basis for a reasonable suspicion and without mention of
Ihs sworn testimony that lie was never an agent of any kind for any government otherg
thm as a geologist for the ICA, Not mentioning that in honest? Can irmorance justify
117 O~ Ml népdam :wf .’i:?)(%{,; Fealvm on 7 n _@Wf‘_,\)

Did they have o be ignorvant? Showld they hvave been o wirdite such an article
of such a boolk?

Their d:lshonestj}i_s permeating. Take that “auser story for one example, They
égect gone incorrazctl rc'z:orts but iznore the sworn tcsf’i%ny and {the pictures, con-
‘tre\mporaneoun picturog,.

When they use some of thelr sourdes it wax with handouts, not from having read
those scoeurdes themselves, I they read the citations and direct quote.‘}-‘:l have in Uswal{/
in New Urleans they are rleliberatel‘j_dishone:?t in :\:hat they ‘rignore and *+ am ta}k;‘slg‘
avout the directly quoted sworn testimony. '}"“1 Wiy W//wffww WL‘J‘f'ﬂ / A v bf( -

I do not rogard them as If'\lar.diots." I regard that as praise for them considering
vhat they have dono and how they have done ite.

j‘:' igs unpleasent even to think of it but 1'll justify your sllegation that I
vag insulting, I'1l say that they engagedjin litérary whoring and I could go farthur.
dith one of the most wrgent natiers of their and your lifetimes.It has turned the world
arowd. That was possible because of the abdication of all of bthe major medla. Each
one of us who cogmriﬂutus tp that boars a heavy responsibility. rhose ofvus who wirite
have in a society like ours a very hecavy responsibility. If reorescntative society is
to work the people nust ne accurately iuformed on major issues. I am net saying that
there is never an accasion on which conejetturing is uot justifieds I am saying that
eonjecturing, oven with what the La Yontaines did not have, a rqasonablle basis for it,
and presentige that as fact is its cwun kind of subversion. lo lﬂ‘ze to the pecople about

ydhat has the cffeft of a coup d'etat regardless of intent is a sreat subversion. It
has the effect of va.lidaﬁ.ng of Justifying a coup d'etat.

YWhat will those s'me Post editora think the:; next time they are offered a
legitinate asvassination story? ‘-‘fon,}% this ezperieonce Jjustify their declining it




and not paying any attention to vhat it in it?

You knev that I take all the time people want and give any writing in the
field anrtling and cverrthing I have. For the Post's 30th anniversary series dune
Eisele spent a day here copying anything she wantoed. I asked nothing for that. (But I
surs as hell have trouble getting even a copy of v story the Post pr:'.ntedl) Did it not
Séﬁrr +0 you after what I cent the Post that belore endosing their enlargement of it
that you should, in the interest of yoﬁr own reputation, ask a single questiop about
it?

Tou reler o their siclk stuff as aboui the assass sination. What is there in it
that is about the ssascination itsclf that is not corruptedz Like thei bit on the
Mayser when the evidence is that therc is no question about the da identification
of the rifle found on the gifth floer? It was in the tesfimny ‘t:hey jgnore guarded by
thoze who found it witil the pictures were taken of it in place and it was then identi-
fied.

The Post has a policy on the ssassination and it is not going to change. Ly

not on.Jp( decliied to puhli.;ll & veview oh the first book on the Warren Yommission, it

its own rr-vn.euerf- faEyorable review of it. 14 has not reviewed a m smgle
ong of my mUr boohsb:_nc‘a then and I do not have to compare thal with what they have
revicied. u Lcrms cf neus,too, not just of bocks, And to this day + have yet to get

a letter or a call from any of these of whom I have ukitten so eritically @ saying
that + wag unfair or inaccurate ix#nythiuj I wrote about them.
You should see wy mail befause L reiuse to theorize and do no conjecturing.
The people have a Lellyfull of the slop you helped along and In’m sure the sale

of tle promoted books of that ZePr garbage reflect it.

Lools at the Post's rev:.m of that sick stuff of Hailer' SEAnd the sales despite

the extraordinery efforts 't:uSell it

I'ms sorry rou did u‘m.t you did to your reputation and about how you did it.

Sin:ffprﬁly‘,_
e

,#Larold Wzisberg
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