
Ls. Jodi Gillen 
	 c/28/94 

ditor, Outlook 
The lashington Post 
1150 15 t., N1 
Waehingtonm DC 20071 

Dear Le. "lien, 

For many reasons I am sorry that you did not use the opportunity I offered you 
rid. notified Outlook immediately was coming to correct the Post's, to the best of my 
recollection, only alventure into assassination mythology- other than in support of the 
official mytholocy - before Duck Revell had the chance to embarrass you and the Post. 

I enclose what began as an intended letter to the editor and grew into what is too 
long for an oped piece. I'll nonetheless send Stephen Rosenfeld a copy. It was ho who 
did hie usual fine job in editing and condensing what I refer to and appeared under 
as I rceall "The Lonely 'ilan in the Middle" in the Post. 

I all! sorry that at 01 and unwell my typing cannbt be any better and 'that eith 
time that remains for me I do not take tome from other work to edit, to do any 

more than real and correct. Ilonever, f have no objections at e11  and would welcome editing, 
if you'd like, that does not lark alter meanings. 

In charging others ,eith their responsibilities I assume mine to the degree now 
pooeible for me. 

I realize ho; this can seem, but the fact is that in one of my FOIA lawsuits 
the Department of Justice told that court that I know more about the ail: alkassination 
and its inveetigatione than anyone employed by the FBI. 

3̀0 while I can I am trying to get all possible for me on paper for the future, 

q# our co terribly corrupted history of this awful event and what followed it that 

I believed teamed the country around and tithe world with it. 

Sig erely 

otel," ..ile*,1467 

Harold Weisberg 

copier of all I refer to and do not enclose 
on request. Other than CD1. That is too big 

a copying job for us how. But all I have is always freely available to all working in 
the field, as Lardner, if he is back, or Anne Eieele, who has been here, can tell you. 



Letters to the editor 	 8/28/94 
The Washington Post 
1150 15 St., IN1 
Washington, DC 20071 

a. 
Dallas FBI Agefit in Charge aliver "Duck" Revill's be76-ed Augest 27 "More Un- 

August 7  
rounded Theories About Lee ..:arvey Oswald" criticism of- th4"The Fourth Tramp" Outlook 

arti4e41-1;i* is Ray and Fiery La Fontaine includes some bet not all of what I told 

Outlook about that newest of the JFK assassination mythologies in a letter I wrote 

it the day that article appeared and then within a few days in a lengthy, detailed and 

documented commentery and analysis receipt of which It has n61 ;jet acknowledged. 

While Revell's criticism, perhaps assisted by his office's assassination historian, 

Farris Rokstool III, who is well aware of my writing, is justified, in his quiet 

boasting about his and his 2BI's investigatory derring-do he is throwing stones from 

ineide -a glass house. 

Revell Iles credit for the exposure of the assassination irrelevance of those so- 

called "teamp" pictures after he became Dallas SAC in Flay 1991. In fact6I forced that 
l 

FBI eepoeure beginning, May 3, 1963 b•putting the FBI in the position of(zMerilfig Dallflas 

to inveetigate a then new assassination mythology. Dallas then failed to do what it was 

noLo0 to do, learn the "identity" of those tramps. Instead it contentiliteelf with proving 

there was no JFK assassination connection. If Revell's Dallas office had not failed to 

It vas ariked to do ie 1960 all the mythologies attributed to that picture0 would 

not since tho,).)  have plagued our histrbry. As Revell himself says, all the FBI had to do 

in V.)68 way ask the l'allas police for their names. from its min (enclosed) report it did 

not.I?Siti1
/14  

Revell also says that "as a 'larine officer, I was assigned toeasist the FBI while 

it was condu-ting a detailed inquiry into Lee Ilarellim Oswald's military background." 

With .4evell's assistance the FBI did not discover and report what I firt kaligx 
A 

brought to light in 1967 and his assistant Rookstool knows, that as a tIhrine Oswald 

had CRYPTO and TOP SECret secutity clearances. The FBI has yet to acknowledge that oven 

though 'the Warren Commission testimony that I brought to light in 1965 told it that 
I 	 I I 

Ouvrald's clearances bad to be at least SECIET. 



If 45e01 Rovall's Dallas FBI office had done what was asked of it in 1968, all the 

evuu., 
4e4i1-exeting and confusing -gmop "tamp" mythologies, from Garrison /to that of the le 

Poutoinos, would not have existed and the country would have been s,ved that plague at 

lenot. 



au-ad 
While the proof of tlise high security clearances doesilot exist in ,errefutid-Ls Navy 

p.7rsonnel records, AZ 	does exist in other Navy records that not needin8 the FBI's 

generous tax-payer funding I got from the Davy Wider date of July 14, 1977 for 9.65. 
it rema:Ins officially unacknowled 
The:WM/ OnlY-T5YriEni-C-andidate for Presidential assassin was so trusted in the 

marine:; tha he had these exceptionally high security clearancess for from the only , 

national scrudal for which the FBI in resuonsible. 

'_:he new President directed the FBI to make and report on an exhaustive and definit-

ite investigation °I' the assassination. ghat-fho FBI neither did nor ever intended 

doing Instead, as I document fully with records I obtained through a dozen FOIA lawsuits 

1.0.4:51  
a: •a 	.fte Fla in my coming book, NEVER AGAIN! publication of which is now scheduled .. 

for "arrh, 199), Director 'leaver ordained the exact opposite the evening of the day 

the assassination and nobody in the FBI or elsewhere in the government dared do what 

hoover did not want done. It made a large pretense but it never actually investigated 

CriMe itself. 

4hen he ups intervic;:ed by William !Manchester on June 4,1964, Hoover stated, in the 

eord of Ids note-taker, Carta old 	that in "the President's call at 7:25 p.m. 

he gave s-ceific instructions that the FBI do everything possible to thoroughly investi-

gat71 this case." (FBI Filo 62-109060 Not Recorded, copy on request, 8 pp.) 

But Ho-ver did not await is 	call: "The Director toll.,Aanchester that the FBI 
AE,A,fikydo  cted..e.t/ 

immediately entered th case deouit..: non-juriddiction.his is to say illegally, and to 

be able to etntrol the c4e, which is what the FBI did beginning then. 

hcover also made it cl.,ar toRanchenter that he knew immediately, before going "all 

out" in response to Johnson's directivelp that Oswald was the 40 lone assassin. 

This cdftaint, without any investigation, so permeated the FBI that as Revell will 
. 6.  y / 3- cr 1 ake17,1) 

find in hisc---YafiTh—r.asies4hen Dallas Eastman Kodak showed two of the then Dallas 

agents amateur sicaApie of the President actually being killed ("did dept the Dit'es-

ident's car at the precise time shots uere fired"), thoL-,e agents not only declined 

f.11/1-7,14277 - 
free copies of those illoviesl-it did not even notify headquarters of their existence 



they remained a secret until I forezed their disgorging in C.A. 78-0322. 

Ac I wrote and the Post published during the controversy about the uliver Stone igia 

movie, JFK, I am "the lonely man in the middle" with eonspirecy theories oh one side of 

me and noneconspiracieseon the other side. 

In  deploring "More Unfounded Tc Iiories About Lee Harvey Osealdreevell fails to 

acknowledge th fact that the very first theory, of Oswald as the lone assassin, was 

made up by his own FBI before it made what it calls an investigation, which it never was. 

That "all out" report the FBI prepared at the new President's order is no more than 
All five are "CD1" in the Commission's f' es ) 

a foyer-volume diatribe against Oswald. is 
this 	

o lime is on ask 	. The FiJI'd 

oen index of it makes .5:04-lear and that it was labelling him "red" despite his clear 

record I have from the FBI's own filee that he 	strongly anti-OommunneI and daring 

of foo 	enough to be that within the USSR. 

While this report oozes with such political poison, it doe?Inot, unbelievable as it 

mayseam, even account for,  he shots that were dgd in thtime and in all those pages e7"-  

does not even. give the Cause of death! 
FY 

In all four volumes 	has bur two sentences on the shooting. I reproduced them in 

fa.a.e facsimile in my first book (t'thitewash: T c Re o t 	the WarraRAmut, p. 1.94) 
/ Gi,  

Priot to eublication I tack cople of those pages to Al Frekiflay and Ben cradle 

They jprofessed. excitement and seemed to be impress` but the Post did not publish it. 

longer able to ban 1i ,,  dal era's to Butte, it is past 

others and ope) 	.es of this lingering contri 	y, to start to try to be honest first 
--e 

itn the people. 

In tho most important job it over had the FBI failed and it failed because it was 

its own directozNecision to wipe the case out by math the safely-dead Oswald the 

lone assassin before anything like an investigation could have been or was made. 

By its leaking of the first of those five volumes the FBI boxed the Warren Commission 

in. It dared not confront Hoover, knowing full well that nobody ever did and survived 

that politically. As it confessed in its emergency executive session of January 22,1964, 

for the FBI, among 



‘,,clearbeica pictures 
The reason for no 74 free copies dar. 	of the President being 

is killed is they could "not/' be used for identification purpose." That is, they did not 

show Orild with a smoking gun. They could be used for identifying at least 50 wit-

nesses to the assassination,' ,7.  

Sit iilarly, when a nearby police department phoned th2 Dallas FBI the afternoon 

of the assassination, before that office had Oswald's name, and suggested that the FBI 

conside,  a man who, along with the groups of which he was part, had often threatened the 

President, the BI supervisor wrote on this lead sheet - which also was not sent to 

Headquarters - "-"ot necessary te cover as true subject located." (89-e-  45-84) 

who are quite cleat in than. 

They also had th- grrat importance in any real investigation of deal showing the 

positions and the attitudes of the bodieFois all in the Presidential limousine 

at precise and identifiable instants during the assassination. 

• 



cf,v4i),„roM(YeETLecrat.  

(that I also rescued from oblivion via FOIA, the Commission understood, in the words of 

Vitart 
its ee—vdcounsel, J. Lee Rankin, "They would like to have us fold up and jit." 

Commission Hember /joie Boggs then interjected, "This closes tNelease, you see, dq&t you?" 

Commissioner and former CIA director Allen Dulles acklowledged, "Yes, I see that." 

Rankin thenrapped it up in these words, "They found the man. There is nothing for 

e44* to do. The Commission supports their conclusion, and 1:e can go home and that is the 

end of it." 

hlthough the Commission had decided that it would pi serve a stenographic transcipt 

,, 
of all its secret secssions for poteritY, that that one, on Dulles' motion, thet 

decided to destroy Pc. (Rae Post Mortem, pages 475ff)  ---- 
The stcnotypistss tape was overlooked. 
When T—laga444-44o—t4ndwataaoye4—E4eentypiotle-4afe 1 compelled its ttanscription and 

disclosure to me. nonths before I published itcmystalfgfacsimille)I gave copies to the 
1-141‘OVIn-e. 

press. Bill Areldtelame of the Post did write a story about i'and since then it has all 

been forgoten. 

the passing of more than 30 years, with hoover long gone to his reward and no 

longer able to banish his c_gents to Butte, with more than enough blame to go aro 
,thy 

on all sides of this lingering controvey that is so painful fo ma somany people and 

ralains such a cause for diseitehanl—Ment with the goverment, it is well past the time 

for the beginning of an effort to be honest, with themselves for the parties involved and 

with the people for all parties. 

While 	
A-14 

critiaism of the mythologizarsu like the ontlines is more than justified, 

and 1  beat Revell to that and did it in muc)) more detail, Revell and his FBI have earned 
its / 

More if criticism than all other official agencies combined. PromVve/relativel; minor 
arow 

fAilurD to learn %tho those irrelevant t ramps were and instead Boatlaiae'that lie exposed 

that fiction 25 years after I compelled that, to river investigating the crime itself, 

as among thousands of illustration4 refusal to accept free pictures of the President/ W  
el if 

ining killed, Rola:3111:1 office, as the office of origin„  he office in immediate charge 

of th__ investigation, failed more than all others outside of FBI headquarters. 

When he Criticizes others for their failures, whieh he is entitled to do, he doe?! 



not do that with cl::nn hands without full and public admissions of his own and h is 

office's failures. 

-ThatiThc 1 Pontaine fiction from overactive imaginations that typify the minds 

and apnroaches of those tffmerwho thcorizeopngpiracies without provin them/ is to 

be n book, Oswald  Talked,\says all that need be said about the greed of publishtirs 

overcoming their common sense and the res onsibilities of those who undertake to 
E.:4t.<4 • 	ey ray§ 

give the people what they laaim is not ficelon,as the ftMuth about this most terrible 

of crimes and its invontigations. 

&i s° typical of tiin dominating greed is the current paperback republication of 

thezmost what I described as the most intendedly dishogest of all the assassination 

uorks of sycophmoy, Uerald Posner's knowingly mistitled Lase qosed.  

more than four months before this reprint appeared in my ease Open, which has yet 

to be mentioned by or reviewed in the papas, including the Post, I refer to Posner, 

u ing his own publisher's, Random House's, definitions of the words, as a "shyster," 

as a 	"plagiarizer," as a determined "liar" who has "mss trouble telling the 

tur truth even by accjient" and with many other of the most serious and forthright 

complaint or denial and, 

i111\t"1-4---  t 	my book was the 

basis of an affirim 	Random Rouse remains mute. 

That this happens in ou4country disgraces us all. 

It is, I believe, wellpast the time for all expltitations and commercislizntions 

of all sirs_ to end, for some concern for honesty to manifest itself so that we can recover 

noire of th' self-respect we all  lost andAegin to e: -:amine the failures so, that, the 

reason for the title of my loNg-delnyed book, in this country it can happen -WINER AGAIN! 

crticiisni4, all documented. PG this day he has not vilLed any 

given the opportunity, indeed, the need in a lawsuit against 



view
ed . D

r. C
harles C

renshaw
, co-author of the book 

'IF
K

—
C

onspiracy of S
ilence," published in 1992, and 

found that he had a m
inuscule role in the treatm

ent of 

P
resid

en
t K

en
n
ed

y
 at P

ark
lan

d
 H

o
sp

ital an
d
 h

ad
 n

o
 

pertinent facts to add in the case. 

M
uch ot w

hat R
ay and M

ary L
a F

ontaine report never 

occurred. A
 review

 of public docum
ents easily refutes 

m
any key aspects of their story. 

T
he L

a F
ontaines quote John E

lrod in their article as 

say
in

g
 h

e h
ad

 a b
rief co

n
v
ersatio

n
 w

ith
 L

ee H
arv

ey
 

O
sw

ald in the D
allas C

ity Jail late on the afternoon of N
ov. 

22, 1963. A
ccording to the L

a F
ontaines, E

lrod told the 

sam
e story to the F

B
I 30 years ago, in A

ugust 1964. 

B
u
t it w

as a d
ifferen

t sto
ry

 h
e to

ld
 th

e F
B

I eig
h
t 

m
onths after the K

ennedy assassination. A
t the tim

e E
lrod 

w
as in

carcerated
 in

 a T
en

n
essee jail; a serg

ean
t in

 th
e 

M
em

p
h
is sh

eriffs o
ffice w

ro
te th

e F
B

I th
at E

lro
d
 h

ad
 

com
e to his office claim

ing that he had inform
ation about 

the assassination, but w
hen the F

B
I interview

ed E
lrod, his 

story w
as vague and contradictory. 

E
lrod, a self-professed alcoholic, told the FB

I that he had 

b
een

 tro
u
b
led

 b
y
 th

e ev
en

ts th
at o

ccu
rred

 after th
e 

K
ennedy assassination. E

lrod recounted being arrested by 

the D
allas P

olice D
epartm

ent shortly after the assassination 

and placed in cell 10 in the D
allas C

ity Jail w
ith a cellm

ate 

w
hose nam

e he could not recall. E
lrod told the agents that 

his cellm
ate saw

 and recognized another inm
ate in the jail 

hallw
ay. T

he inm
ate w

hom
 E

lrod's cellm
ate recognized w

as 

som
eone the cellm

ate had m
et at a m

eeting at a m
otel. 

A
ccording to E

lrod's 1964 account. his cellm
ate had w

it-

n
essed

, at th
at m

o
tel m

eetin
g
, sev

eral m
en

 receiv
in

g
 

m
oney, and one of the m

en w
as driving a T

hunderbird filled 

w
ith guns. T

he inm
ate in the jail hallw

ay w
as that m

an. 

E
lrod also vaguely recalled the cellm

ate m
entioning, som

e,,. 

tim
e during their tim

e together, that one of the m
en at the 

m
otel m

eeting w
as Jack R

uby. B
ut he couldn't identify his 

m
ilt-nate, and he told F

B
I agents he couldn't rem

em
ber ,.•, 

 

m
uch because of his excessive use of alcohol. M

iraculously,w
., 

30 years later, he now
 can identify his m

ystery cellm
ate as 

L
ee H

arvey O
sw

ald. 
T

he new
 E

lrod story, as told by the L
a F

ontaines, is 

inaccurate. H
ad the L

a F
ontaines exam

ined public docu 

m
ents, they w

ould have found that O
sw

ald w
as never placed-1,-. _. 

in the general jail population. O
sw

ald w
as placed in cell 

n
u
m

b
er F

-2
, o

n
e o

f th
ree m

ax
im

u
m

 secu
rity

 cells, at..., r 

approxim
ately 12:20 a.m

. on N
ov. 23, 1963. M

ore im
por-

tant, one of O
sw

ald's ever-present police escorts w
hile in 

the D
allas C

ity Jail has recently confirm
ed that he w

as under.  

strict orders to see that O
sw

ald w
as never placed in a, cell (,; 

w
ith any other prisoners. Prisoner telephone records during 

O
sw

ald's stay in the D
allas C

ity Jail also confirm
 F

-2 as • 

O
sw

ald's cell. T
herefore, it is dear that E

lrod, in cell 10, 

w
as not in a cell w

ith O
sw

ald and certainly not on the 

afternoon of N
ov. 22, 1963. 

M
ost m

isleading is the L
a F

ontaines' question, "Is it 

possible that L
ee O

sw
ald w

as the inform
ant w

ho tipped off 

the F
B

I about the gun deal on N
ov. 18, 1963?" T

here is no 

evidence that L
ee H

arvey O
sw

ald w
as an inform

ant for the 

FB
I, nor is there any evidence that O

sw
ald knew

 anything 

about a gunrunning operation in D
allas during that tim

e. 

—
O

liver "B
uck" R

evell 
T

he w
riter is special agent in charge of the D

allas 
D

ivision of the F
E

lL 

M
ore U

nfounded T
heories A

bout L
ee H

arvey O
sw

ald 
A

fter reading your A
ug. 7 article "T

he F
ourth T

ram
p: 

O
sw

ald's L
ost C

ellm
ate and the G

unrunners of D
allas" 

[O
utlook], in w

hich m
y nam

e is m
entioned, I found it to be 

a case of deja vu. I have been involved in the K
ennedy 

assassination investigation since its inception. F
irst, as a 

M
arine officer, I w

as assigned to assist the F
B

I w
hile it 

w
as conducting a detailed inquiry into L

ee H
arvey O

s-

w
ald

's m
ilitary

 b
ack

g
ro

u
n
d
 at th

e M
arin

e C
o
rp

s A
ir 

F
acility. N

ew
 R

iver, N
.C

. 

M
any years later, as F

B
I assistant director in charge of 

crim
inal investigations, it w

as m
y responsibility to follow

 

u
p
 an

d
 tak

e ap
p
ro

p
riate actio

n
 o

n
 th

e fin
d
in

g
s an

d
 

reco
m

m
en

d
atio

n
s o

f th
e H

o
u
se S

elect C
o
m

m
ittee o

n
 

A
ssassinations. I recom

m
ended to then-D

irector W
illiam

 

W
eb

ster an
d
 th

e D
ep

artm
en

t o
f Ju

stice th
at w

e seek
 a 

th
ird

 o
p
in

io
n
 fro

m
 th

e N
atio

n
al A

cad
em

y
 o

f S
cien

ces 

regarding the disputed acoustical evidence of an alleged 

fourth shot_ T
he N

ational A
cadem

y of S
ciences' study 

concurred w
ith the findings of the F

B
I's technical staff 

that there w
as no fourth shot recorded in the questioned 

D
allas P

olice D
epartm

ent radio tape. 

S
in

ce M
ay

 1
9
9
1
, I h

av
e b

een
 th

e sp
ecial ag

en
t in

 

charge of the F
B

I's D
allas division, and it has been m

y 

responsibility to conduct any additional investigation w
ar-

ranted in the K
ennedy case, as alleged evidence or new

 

docum
ents have been brought to light. F

or instance, w
hen 

the D
allas P

olice D
epartm

ent records w
ere m

oved from
 

police headquarters to the D
allas C

ity A
rchives, arrest 

records on "the three tram
ps" w

ere discovered. I ordered 

a search
 fo

r th
ese th

ree in
d
iv

id
u
als. W

e fo
u
n
d
 an

d
 

interview
ed tw

o of the m
en and verified the death of the 

third. O
ur investigation show

ed no link betw
een "the three 

tram
ps" and the K

ennedy assassination. W
e also inter- 


