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Baitor, Outlook
The ilashington Post
1150 15 St., W
Vaghingtonm DC 20071

Doar lg, “llen, .

For many resesons I am sorry that you did not use the oproztunity I offered you
and notificd Outlock immediately was coming to corvect the Post's, to the E@kst of my
recollection, only adventure into assassination mythology- other than in support of the
official mytholozy - before Puck Revell had the chance to embarrass gou and the Post.

I cnclose what began as an intended letter to the editor and grew into what is too
long for an oped piece. L'11 nonotheless send Stephen Rosenfeld a copys It was he who
did his usual fine job in editing and condensing what I refer to and appeared under
as I revall "The Ignely llan in the Middle" in the Poste

I aw sorry thet at 81 and mwell my typing canndt be any better and “that with
fhe 110 1e time that remains for me I do not take tbme from other work to edi%, to do any
morn than road md correct. However, T have no objections at all and would welcome editing,

if you'd like, that does not Xax alter meoningsa

I eharging others ith their responsibilitics I assume mine to the degree now
pogsible for ne,

I realize how this can seem, bul th~ Tact is that in one of my FOIA lawsuits
the ﬁupartmcnt oi Justice told that court that i know more about the JFK adsassination
and its investirations thon anyone employed by the FBI,

So uhii;e L cen I am trying to get all possible for me on paper for the future,
réj% our se terriblyg corrupted history of this awful eveéﬁt and what followed it that
I Telioved twrned the country around anﬂ.ﬂthc world with it.

) rely -
Gruridcstoy
Harold Veisberg

copies of all I refer 4o and do not ehclose

on requeste Other than CD1. That is too big
a copying job for us mow. But all I have is always freely available to all working in
the field, as lardner, il he is back, or Anne Fisele, who has been here, can tell you.



Letters to the editor 8/28/94
The Waghington Poat
1150 15 8t., IW
Hashington, DC 20071
a
Dnlles FBI Agetht in Charge Jliver “Buck" Revill's belfed August 27 "Hore Un-
August 7
Pounded Theories About Lee larvey Qsuald" eriticism of they "Tye Fourth Tramp" Outlock
. Py
artilbﬁg o!l “the Im lay and Hary La Fontaine includes some but not all of what I told
Untlook about that newest of the JIK assassination mythologies in a letter I wrote
it the day that article appeared and then within a few days in a lengthy, detailed and
documentod commentory and analysis receipt of which ER has not Fet aclknowledged.

ile Revell's criticism, perhaps assisted by his office's assassination historian,

=y

arris Hockstool III, who is well aware of my writing, is justified, in his quiet
boasting about his and his MBI's investigatory derring-do he is throwing stones from
inuvide a glass house.

Revell tﬁ{es credit for the exposure of the assassination irrelevance of those so-
called "tramp" pictures after he became Dallas SAC in fay 1991, In fact, I forced that
'L exposure beginning May 3, 1968’ by putiing the I'EI in the position of(di“iter:iﬁ Dall@as
to investhzate a then new assassination mythology. Dallas then failed to do what it was
asced to do, learn the "identity" of those tromps. Instead it contenb‘{,fcself with proving
there was no JFK assassination comnection, If Revell's Dallas office had not failed to

1

vovthen 36 vas asked te do din 1968 all the mythologies atiributed to that pictureg would
not ginee they have plagued our histiry. as Hevell himself says, all the FBI had to do
in 1968 was ask the Yallas police for their namess Foom its oen (enclosed) réport it did
note ST IA
Revell also soys that "as a “arine officer, I was assigned tosmsmsist the FBI while
it was condu ting a detailed inguiry into Lee Harv;:i; Oswald's military background,"
Uith Yevell's assistance the FBI did not discover and report what T fjlft RoemEm
brought to light in 1967 and his ascistant Rookstool kmows, that as a .%rine Oswald
had CRIPTO and 10P .JECT-E{: secukity clearances, The FII has yet to acknowledge that cven
though¥ the Warren Commisgion testimony that I brought to light in 1965 told it that

" Iy
Uswald's clearances had tc be at least SECRET,



If el Revell's Dallas FBI office had done what was asked of it in 1968, all the
ot F\!L’E—_,— = — . )
bod¥ exciting and conTusing.Zegn "tramp" mythologies, from “arrisongto that of the la

Fontaines, would not have existed and the country would have been saved that plague at

leasts



{jnw:%’
Wlile the proof of thise L:Lgh@ﬁurltj clearances doeuhot exigt in Oswotdts Havy
poreonnel mcordi;, ,t it do

fenerous

wist in other Havy records thatﬁ not needing the F'BI's
ax~payer funding I got from the Yavy ubder date of July 14, 1977 for
it remaing officially unacknowled hat”

T 1at§/ the onlj oificiol candidate for Presidential assasnin was so trusted in the
marine: ;

$94065.

lie had these exc,ep’cuonallj high security clearance s for from the only

¢ WWM (4
national sepndal for which the FEI is rﬂsuonslble. QM )ﬂw " / b
The new Pregident dire

he new Presgident directed the FBI +o make and report on an exhaustive and defini
A4 Wdp
doing

ive investigation ol the assasgsination. E&a&t?,ﬁc FBI neither did nor ever intended
Instead, as L document fully with records I oblained through a dozen FOIA lawsvits
vvwﬁ .

f\r-,_i . L l A

PIT in wy coming book, NEVER AG ,QQI' publ:l.ca‘blon of which is now scheduled
the

for “argh, 199 ) Divoctor Hoover ordained the e-act opposite the evehing of the day %

tho crime itoelf.

aspassination and nobody in the FBI or elgewhere in the government dared do what
Ugover did not want done. It made a large pretense but it never actually investigated

Uhen he was intervieved by William Manchester on June 4,1964, Hoover stated, in the
i 3
o y

vords of hin note-taker, Cartha mach, that in "the President's call at T7:25 p.m.

Tehh§en's,

he save srocific instructions that the FBI do everything possible to thoroughly investi-
il " 1s 6
But Mo ver did not aweit shet- phone call:"The Director t

gnta thls case." (FBI File b2——‘|09060 lot Recorded, copy on request, & pp. )

imnediately entered th

c}j Hanchester that the FBI
/’E**ﬁkﬁd{a eddid)

case despitc non—juriddicti on.“(?his is to say illegally, and to
be able to cintrol the cﬁe, which is what the FFUI did beginning then.

Hoover also made it cloar ﬁo!’[anchester that he lnow immediately, before goin
out" in response to
This céftainty,

g lla]]

S5 93- 983 i d/ )

P
Johnson's directiven that Usuald was the ; @8 lone assassin,
without
nd in h:L oun ~allas

v investigation, so psrmeated the FBI that as Revell will
jat cfures ’

when Dallag Eastman Kodak showed two of the then Yallas
agents anateur mewkes of the President actually being killed ("did depdit the Pres—

ident's car at the precise time Jlota were fired"), thoce agents not only declined
bl -
A

free copies of those howies; it did not even notify Headquarters of their existence.



tews22.) hore.

Ao I urote and the Post published during the confroversy about the Yliver Stone B

ep&%ey romained a secret wntil I foreged their disgorging in C.A.

movie, JFK, I am "the lonely man in th: middle" with conspir:cy theories oh one side of
me and non—conspiraci%c other side. ,

. In deploring "Hore Unfounded T\(j{l\ories &boﬁt Lee Harvey OSa'rald“J ell fails to
acknovwledge the fact that the very first theory, of Oswald as the lone assassin, was
made up by his own FBI before it made what it calls an investigation, which it never was.

hat "all out" roport the FBL prepared at the new President's order is no more than

A1l five are "CD1" in the Commission's files,)
a Foyr—volume diatribe against Os"mld.*tmfwm is on Yack The FHI'E

this
oun index of it makes I#clear and that it was labelling him "red" despite his clear

record L have from the FBI's owm files that he:'/t»as gtrongly anti—-Conununjas\i': and daring

of foo]_ha_éy enouch to be that within the USSR.

Wnile this report oozes with such political poison, it doegnot, unbelievable as it
may secm, even accgunt for| hJa shota that were figed in thg?érime and in all those pages LT"
does not even give the Cause of death!

1k FB
In all four volumes ¥ han buf~ two sentences on the shootings. I repooduced them in

faxs facsimile in my first boolk (Uhitewashs The Report on the Wa;rr,_e_n_ [_Egr__-l;, De 194)
L
Friot to sublication I tock copiec of those pages to Al Fz;gﬂ,gifﬂy and Ben ﬁram.

Th.e‘}&)rof essed excitement and seemed to be impress but the Post did not publish ite

longer able to banigh Bpedi : i, it is past timé for the FBI, zmong

others and op)
."_F/V/

with " hemselves ans them With the peoplte

es of this lingering contri v, to start to try to be honest first

Ln the most igportant job it ever had the FBI failed and it failed because it was
1ts own dirr»zctox‘i?éacision to wipe the case out by mam_ng. the safely-dead Oswald the
lone agsassin before anything like an investigation could have bveen or was made,

By its leaking of the first of those five volumes the FBI boxed the Varren Commissicn
in, It dared not confront Hoover, knowing full well that nobody ever did and survived

that pelitically. As it confessed in its emergency executive session of January 22 1964,



\

N,

™~

\qlgakln;‘ica pictures
The roason for not &y accepting free copies o mﬂﬁﬁ_{h/e President being
f

g
kKHlled :iu they could "not be used for identification purpose." That is, they did not
show Onwold with a smoldng gun. They could be used for identifying at least 50 wit-

7 1 i ; v TN ok b aby Al
nesses to the assasginationg,' 7 « <+ v - Sk i

Siudilarly, when a nearby police department phoned th: Pallas FBI the afternoon
of the assassination, before that office had Uswald's name, and suggested that the FBI
consider a man who, along with the groups of which he was part, had often threatensd the
President, the ﬁl}I supervisor wrote on this lead sheet - which also Waé not sent to

e
Hondquarters - "ot necessary o cover as true subject located." (89— 45-84)

v

-

who are quite clea® in thom,
They also had tho groat iuportance in any real investigetion of clea,r]a shouing the

positions and the attitudes of the bodies A olg all in the Presidential limousine

atb ,)recise and identifiable instants during the assassination,



,M{LV'IM’JEC{BETLQCTJ'

r’(,//—’/ |
¢fhat I also rescued frown oblivion via ICIA, the Commission understood, in the words of

ge—rﬁl commsel, Jo Lee Ranlcin, "They would like to have us fold up and q%l.t."
Compission Hember Hale Bogas then interjocted, "This closes thecase, you see, don't you?"

Commignioner and former CIA director Allen Dulles aciﬁov:ledged, "Yes, I see that."

Rankin then'rapped it up in these words, "They found the man. There is nothing for
;ft to doe The Commission supports their conclusion, and we can go home and that is the
end of it."

Although the Commisscion had decided that it wou:id prgésewe a stenographic transcipt
of all its secret seé\ssions for posterity, timt that one, on Dulles' motion, 'l:hea,_
decided to destroy #t. (Bse Post Hortem, pages 475ff )

111c, signotypist's tape was overlooked.
s d—tho-undestroved-sioentypiaslo—beme I compelled its ttanscription and

N

disclosurc to mes Honths before L published lt(m@%l gave copies to the

LGt bevn e
press. Hill Vedibezme of the Post did write a story about 11;;&1&1 since then it has all

been forgotien.
~ith the passing of more than 30 years, with Hoover long gone to his reward and no
N
longer able to banish his ngents to Butte, with more than enough blame to go arouhﬁ/
on all sides of this lingering cmltrove;;'y that is so painful fo mx so many people and
~ ,, ‘ . W .
rouains such p cause for dise;‘ifchantﬁment with the government, it is well past the time
for the begimming of an effort to be honest, with themselves for the parties involved and
with the people for all pertiec.
2.2 ; .
Widle critiwism of the mythologizsess like the ontiines is more than justified,
and I beat Revell to that and did it in muc{) more detail, Ravell and his FBI have earned
its /
yhore & criticism than all other official agencies combineds I‘rom\the? relafivel. minor
oastmi_
failure to learn vho those irrelevant t wonps vere and instead goa:hh:i.sé/tlmt he exposed
that fietion 25 years after I compelled thet, to nover investigating the crime itself,
wn Ul -
as among thousanda of illustrations;) refusal to afcept free pictures of the President
f
heing killed, Revell's office, as the office of origin" /415 office in immediate charge
of the investigation, fai ,’erl more than all others outside of FBI headquarterse

Wher he Criticizes others for their failures, which he is entitled to do, he deegad



not do that with eloan hadds without full and public sdmissions of his own and h is
office's failures.
EM’T‘I(‘ La Yontaine fiction from ovemct:n.ve imaginations that typify the minds
s v eohen

and approaches of those these who thcomzelcg?n.,plracies without proving themyp is to

be o book, Ogisld Tallked,N\Saye all that need be said about the greed of publislﬁ'rs

overcoming their common sense and the responsibilities of those who undertake to
whed 3? ra{fdf! =
give the people what they claim is n‘oﬁﬁfg—cﬁms the # tﬁu’ch about this most terrible
of erimes and its investigations. |
Also typical of {'ids dominating greed is the current paperback republication of
#hzzmopt what 1 described ns the most intendedly dishoMest of all the assassination
works of sycophancy, Yerald Posner's knowingly mistitled Usse Closed.
f)"fiore than Tour months bel Q_f‘z"c this reprint appea:re% in my Ligs;g Cpen, which has yet
to be mentioned by or reviewed in the pap rs, including the Post, I refer to Posnnr,
w irg his own publisher's, Random House's, definitions of the words, as a “shys-ter,"
as a @ "plagiarizer," os a determined "liar" who has "whe—kes trouble telling the
tur truth even by acr::‘:éui” and with many other of the most serious and forthright
erticiisny, all documented. T@ this day he has not vzg.,.ad any a;.npla:mt or denial and,
given the opportunity, indeed, the need in a lawsuit against Jt\% book was the
bagis of an affidavil, Landom House remains mute.
That this hoppens in owh country disgmaces us all.
it isy I believe, wellms‘a the time for all e:’p]}:,itatlons and commercialiszations
of 211 si /S:co end, for some concern for honesty to manmifest itself so that we can recover
aame of the self-rospect we all lost and-élegin to exzamine the failures soithat, the

regqson Lfor the title of my lojig—-delayed book, in this country it can happen ~NLVER AGATN!



More Unfounded Theories About Lee Harvey Oswald

After reading your Aug. 7 article “The Fourth Tramp: viewed.Dr. Charles Crenshaw, co-author of the book
Oswald's Lost Cellmate and the Guorunners of Dallas” “JFK—Conspiracy of Silence,” published in 1992, and
_ [Outlook], in which my name is mentioned, I found ittobe  found that he had a minuscule role in the treatment of
mﬂmn&muwﬂrnwﬂmgg?&w.ﬁnnﬂs&w President Kennedy at Parkland Hospital and had no
assassination investigation since its inception, First, as a pertinent facts to add in the case.

Marine officer,  was assigned to assist the FBI while it Much of what Ray and Mary La Fontaine report never

was conducting a detailed inquiry into Lee Harvey Os  occurred. A review of public documents easily refutes

wald's military background at the Marine Corps Air  many key aspects of their story.

Facility, New River, N.C. o . The La Fontaines quote John Elrod in their article as
zﬁﬁﬁﬂﬂﬂﬂﬁ%ﬂgﬁeﬂﬁmﬂ saying he had a_brief conversation with Lee mwm&

criminal imvestl responsi ov.

" ke u_a& m_ﬁmw&a_ o the findings and Oswald in the Dallas City Jail late on the afternoon o

recommendations e House Select Commitiee on  game story to the FBI 30 years ago, in August 1964.

i en %ﬂmaeﬁamaﬂmﬁumwns Willam gyt it was a different story he tod the FBI cight

. o Department A0 we seek 8 oo ofter the Kennedy assassination. At the time Elrod
%&gg@nzuaﬁﬁ_bﬂg_‘&g& !umgoﬂmﬁnimﬂmgﬁmnguwwﬁmgunsﬁm
%%ﬁmsﬁ%%%ﬁﬁ Memphis sheriff’s office wrote the FBI that Elrod had
concurred with the findings of the FBI's technical el come to his office claiming that he had information et
that there was no fourth shot recorded in the questioned the assassination, but when the FBlinterviewed Elrod, his

Dallas Police Department radio tape. story was vague and contradictory.
i Since May 1991, I have been the special agent in Elrod, a self-professed alcoholic, told the FBI that he had

" charge of the FBI's Dallas division, and it has been my been troubled by the events that occurred after the
\ responsibility to conduct any additional investigation war- Kennedy assassination. Elrod recounted being arrested by

ranted in the Kennedy case, as alleged evidence or new the Dallas Police Department shortly after the assassination
| documents have been brought to light. For instance, when and placed in cell 10 in the Dallas City Jail with a cellmate
the Dallas Police Department records were moved from ~ Whose name he could not nn&__. Elrod told the agents that
police headquarters to the Dallas City Archives, arrest his cellmate saw and recognized another inmate in the jail
records on “the three tramps” were discovered. I ordered hallway. The inmate whom Elrod's cellmate recognized was
a search for these three individuals. We found and someone the cellmate had met at a meeting at a motel.
interviewed two of the men and verified the death of the  According to Elrod's 1964 account, his cellmate had wit-
third. Our investigation showed no link between “the three  nessed, at that motel meeting, several men Teceiving
tramps™ and the Kennedy assassination. We also inter-  money, and one of the men was driving 2 Thunderbird filled

22, 1963. According to the La Fontaines, Elrod told the

Ve
(B ]
r

i um 4 9 \vq.ﬁ._..:wﬁ

i?wcnm.daﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁ.mwu%wsﬁzﬁg
Elrod also vaguely recalled the celimate mentioning, some-». .
time during their time together, that one of the men at the ;..
motel meeting was Jack Ruby. But he couldn’t identify his ¢ |
celimate, and he told FBI agents he couldn’t remember ;..
much because of his excessive use of alcohol. Miraculously, .-,
30 years later, he now can identify his mystery cellmate as .,
Lee Harvey Oswald. e
The new Elrod story, as told by the La Fontaines, is ..
inaccurate, Had the La Fontaines examined public docu- r.,
ments, they would have found that Oswald was never placed--
in the general jail population. Oswald was placed in cell.y o
number F-2, one of three maximum security cells, at, v} .
approximately 12:20 am. on Nov. 23, 1963, More impor-:
tant, one of Oswald's ever-present police escorts while in ...,
aﬁ?ﬁmoﬁuggg&ﬁﬁaﬁg_ﬁﬂﬁﬁanﬁn 5
strict orders to see that Oswald was never placed in a cell
with any other prisoners. Prisoner telephone records durifig e
Oswald's stay in the Dallas City Jail also confirm F-2 as =~ |
Oswald's cell. Therefore, it is clear that Elrod, in cell 10, .4
was not in a cell with Oswald and certainly not on the
afternoon of Nov. 22, 1963. crm—rh
Most misleading is the La Fontaines’ question, “Is it
E&Enguhnoms&néﬁmgog%m%&am,
the FBI about the gun deal an Nov. 18, 19637 There is no.
evidence that Lee Harvey Oswald was an informant for the
FBI, nor is there any evidence that Oswald knew anything
about a gunrunning operation in Dallas during that time. |

—Oliver “Buck” Revell
The writer is special agent in charge of the Dallas
Division of the FBL @




