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December 22, 1972 

Finds Warren Commission Report 

Pathologist finally sees John Kennedy 
Wounds show there had to be more 

JOHN COVERT 
(AFS) — You'd think people would 
listen to a man like Cyril Wecht. 

He's a forensic patholigist — a 
person with degrees in both law and 
medicine. He's Research Professor 
of Law and Director, Institute of 
Forensic Sciences. at Duquesne 
University in Pittsburgh; and a 
Clinical Assistant Professor of 
Pathology at the University of Pitt-
sburgh Medical School. He's also a 
recent past president of both the 
American Academy of Forensic 
Sciences and of the American 
College of Legal Medicine. Besides 
that. he's the Coroner of Allegheny 
County (Pittsburgh). 

But when the discussion turns to 
the charges of Wecht of discrepan-
cies in the Warren Commission 
Report on the assassination of 

President John Kennedy. persistent 
silence is the official response. 

This August, Wecht became the 
second non-governmental medical 
expert allowed to view the items 
from the autopsy of President Ken-
nedy stored at the National Archives 
in Washington. 

in a recent interview, Wecht said 
he questioned the Warren Com-
mission's findings even before his 
two days of research at the Ar-
chives. But when he came out his 
conclusion was that "the Warren 
Commission Report is totally un-
tenable, unacceptable and ab-
solutely incorrect as far as its fin-
dings on Lee Harvey Oswald and the 
sing le assassin theory." 

The Kennedy family turned over 
numerous items from the autopsy to 
the Archives in October, 1966, with 
the stipulation that none of the 
material be released to the public 
during the lifetime of Kennedy family 
members, and that atter five years 
"recognized experts in pathology or 
reiated sciences" be allowed to view 
them. 

The first ",xpert" granted per-
v the items was Dr. 
f New York. Lattimer 

a kidney and blad-
- whose only 

ms to have been 

the Archives, on August 23 and 24, 
he said he discovered a number of 
autopsy items were inexplicably 
missing — most notably the preser-
ved brain of the President and a 
number of microscopic slides of 
tissues removed from the bullet 
wounds. So far, no one has ex-
plained the disappearances. But 
what remained at the Archives was 
enough for Wecht to confirm his 
doubts. 

In our interview. Wecht recreated 
the scene at Dealey Plaza and 
Parkland Hospital in Dallas and at 
the Bethesda Naval Hospital, where 
the autopsy was performed the 
evening of the assassination. 

In Dealey Plaza, the President's 
car "had just made a right hand turn 
and was proceeding to an under-
pass when shots rang out. President 
Kennedy clutched his throat, Gover-
nor John Connally was struck, then 
Kennedy was struck in the head." By 
the time the President was brought 
to Parkland Hospital nearly 30 
minutes later, he was already dead 
with the basics of "life" being 
preserved only by machine. 

"Under Texas law the autopsy 
would have been performed in 
Dallas," said Wecht. "But there was 
much confusion, a lot of shouting 
and ordering going on, and even- 

that he has been a consistent defen-
der of the Commission's findings. 
Lattimer spent just three hours in 
the Archives last January and im-
mediately afterwards released his 
conclusion that the autopsy items 
supported the Warren Commission's 
findings. 

Wecht, then, was the first critic of 
the Warren Commission Report to 
be allowed entrance, and this only 
after he spent nearly a year attemp-
ting to get permission from Burke 
Marshall, a law professor at Yale 
Law School who acts as an official 
representative for the Kennedy 
family. Wecht says he probably 
wouldn't have gotten permission at 
all if Marshall hadn't been prodded 
by others interested in the autopsy 
items. 

When Wecht finally did make it to 





tually through ruse and other tactics 
the body was taken out a private 
door aid put aboard Air Force One 
for the flight to Washington " 

"Now, the autopsy at Bethesda 
Naval hospital Should not have been 
any cause for confusion. Unfor-
tunately, instead of the time lapse 
being used to get the most qualified 
pathologists for the autopsy, the 
situatioo got worse-" 

Wecht said three staff doctors 
were g yen the task, only one of 
whom rad experience with forensic 
palholoey. "It was essentially a 
military' undertaking. Admirals, 
generals, FBI and Secret Service 
personree were present in the room 
to oversee the autopsy. The doctors 
acted a'; military subordinates." 

According to records made at 
Parkland Hospital, Wecht said, doc-
tors there noted two wounds: one, a 
huge gaping hole, on the right side 
of Kennedy's head, and the other a 
round circular hole in the middle 
front of his throat. 

Doctors performing the autopsy in 
Washington, however, noted these 
wounds: the huge gaping hole in his 
head, a smaller-  hole in the upper 
back of nis head, and a hole in his 
back sit inches below shoulder 
level. Th s latter wound was puzzling 
because no exit wound was found 
for It, yet the bullet was not in the 
body. 

"They concluded," said Wecht, 
"that the bullet which had entered 
his back fell out of the same hale 
onto a stretcher when doctors at 
Parkland administered pressure to 
the President's chest to revive his 
heart." And, indeed, a bullet had 
been found on a stretcher by a 
janitor Et: Parkland during the early 
evening..of the twenty-Second. 

The wound in the throat was not 
even exa,mined at Parkland because-
doctors fled. in their haste, teseelekbe,, 

ere — 
aevice me the President's_ throe... 

cue. the oetnescla physicians noted 
only "an itcision" in their report.. 
"No one there had enough forensic 
experience to realize the incision 
was actuary a bullet wound," said 
Wecht. 

And so, Wecht went on, the doc-
tors at Bethesda released the body 
for burial and gave their results: 
Kennedy had been hit twice, once in 
the back 	bullet of which fell out 
later from Me same hole), and once 
in the head (the bullet of which 
fragmented' Nothing was said about 
the smaller Nound on the head: and, 
of course, iothing was said about 
the throat wound. 

Wecht sad the embarrassing part 
of the autopsy came the next day — 
after the body was already gone -
When the doctors learned for the 
first time that there had also been a 

wound in the throat. Rather than ad-
mit their rr ireake and re-examine the 
body, Wech. said the doctors made 
a "despicab,e" choice and "chose to 
be quiet about it." 

The easiest way out was to 
match up he wound six inches 
below the shoulders in his back and 
the wound in his throat. (Editor's 
Note: this would have meant that 
President Keonedy was shot from the 
front, from the grassy knoll, while 
Oswald was in the book depository 
at Kennedy's rear). "But you couldn't 
very well hare a bullet entering his 
back six inches below the neck, then 
make a sudden U-turn and exit out 
the throat," said Wecht. "So they 
simply altered the sketches that had 
pinpointed t- e wounds. I've seen the 
first sketchee made of the wounds 
and they strceed a wound six inches 
below the shoulders. I've also seen 
the holes in Kennedy's shirt and 
jacket and everything matches up. 
But in their te.stimony for the Warren 
Commission the doctors simply 
moved the hole up several Inches" 
to make everything' plausible. 
"Nobody challenged them. They said 
they hadn't drawn the first sketches 
to scale but soi.v they could remem-
ber where the wound was. Every 
other hold, scar, incision and mark 
was drawn in exactly. Only this hole 
was several inches oft" 

Wecht said that in December, 
t966, he was allowed to view the 
Zapruder film of the assassination, 

which he did over 100 times in ad-
dition to examining blow-ups of each 
frame. He said that using this film, the 
FBI was able to gauge the length of 
time between the first and last times 
the President was struck, which 
turned out to be about six seconds. 
They also test-fired Lee Harvey 
Oswald's rifle (a single-shot, bolt. 
action Manticher Carcano) and found 
that the quickest it could be loaded 
and fired — never mind aimed — was 
2.3 seconds. This presented a bit of a 
problem in that four bullets apparent-
ly were fired, and the length of time 
between them purportedly was six 
Seconds. Yet it would take nearly 
seven seconds just to get off that 
many shots. 

The results indicated it was "ar, 
impossibility that one person could 
have done all the shooting." Wecie 
said it was this contradiction that 
led to the Commission's "single" or 
"magic" bullet theory — which affir-
med that one bullet "entered John 
Kennedy's back and exited through 
his neck, went into Governor Con-
nally's right back (breaking a rib), 
exited from his right chest into his 
right wrist where it shattered a large 
bone, then went into his right thigh, 
only to be found later on the stret-
cher at Parkland Hospital." 

"Whatever needed to be done to 
correct their inconsistencies was 
done," Wecht charged, "because no 
one else knew what was going. on 
and it was not until years later that 
private investigators . had a chance 
to see the evidence_" 

Warren Commission exhibit num-
ber 399 is the bullet that was fotind 
on the stretcher at Parkland 
Hospital. Wecht says his 
examination of the Archive x-rays 
shows particles of metal in Ken-
nedy's chest and also in Connally's 
chest — traces of the bullet that 
passed thiough them. This - same 
bullet, according to the Warren 
Commission, was also_ supposed to 
have broken one of Connalty's ribs 
and Shattered a bone in his wrist. 
The bullet is a 6_5 mm. shelf with an 
original -weight of .161 grams. Two-
more inconsistencies presented 
themselves. said Wecht, because the 
bullet found at Parkland has a-
weight of 159-grams: 

1) According to the Commissiov's 
report, the.butiet lost only two grams 
of weight in passing through both 
Kennedy and Connally and leaving 
traces behind in both: 

2) and after dieing all this damage 
-to both men; the bullet has "rue 



Doctor's findings 
(continued from page 4) 

deformities in its upper two-thirds at 
all and the bottom one-third shows 
only very minimal flattening with no 
loss of substance." 

In addition, one small section of 
the base of the bullet was removed 
by the FBI for examination, which 
brings up the question of how the 
bullet could have lost any substance 
in passing through the two men and 
still weigh 159 grams after the FBI 
sample was removed. 

Still another impossible con-
sequence of the Commission's Fin-
dings was that the bullet was moving 
from right to left as it passed 
through Kennedy. then had to turn 
abruptly in mid-air and go into Con-
nally's right back (Connally was 
seated directly in front of Kennedy 
at the time). "Bullets only do that in 
comic books," said Wecht. 

"There is not one forensic 
pathologist I have talked to who 
believes the Warren Comrniss:on fin-
dings,-  Wecht said "And without the 
single-bullet theory, the Warren 
Commission conclusion of 3 lone 
assassin is destroyed. The evidence 
clearly indicates that at leas! more 
than one person was involved in the 
shooting." 	. • 

Wecht claimed no' special 
'nation about who the other 
assassin(s) might be, but implicated 
Dallas PatrnIman J.D. Tippet as part 
of the conspiracy. According to 
Wecht, 45 minutes after the 
assassination Tippet,. "who was in a 
place he had no business being" 
(since all police had been ordered to 
Dealey Plaza), spotted Oswald 
walking down a street. "decided that 
he was the assassin," and went after 
him — only to be himself 

"JD. Tippet was there to doa job 
that because of his failure, Jack 
Ruby had to complete. two days 
later," Wecht said. 
-By . legal- definition _we're ,dea ling 

with a conspiracy," he said. And 
who is behind it all? Wecht points to 
members of the CIA. He said it is a 
well-known fact in Washington that 
Oswald had been on the payroll of 
the CIA up to the time of the 
assassination. "The CIA has pulled 
bloody, cut-throat operations all 
around the world," he said, "yet no 
one wants to believe that it could 
happen here." 

Wecht's conclusions as limited as 
they are, parallel former New 
Orleans District Attorney Jim 
Garrison's conclusions. Garrison 
(with whom Wecht has conferred on 
the assassination investigation) 
claims that a group of right-wing 
CIA members along with members 
of the Cuban exile community and 
others plotted and carried out the 
assassination, believing that 
President Kennedy was beginning a 
leftward drift that threatened 
national security, and was also con-
sidering an easing of relations with 
Fidel Castro. 

Lee Harvey Oswald lived for 36 
hours after the aseeesination. All 
that time he was being interrogated 
by federal, state, and local 
authorities. Yet, said Wecht, we are 
told that not one note, tape recor-
ding, or transcript was made in all 
that 36 hours of interrogation. 

Yet the Dallas police force was 
reputed at the time to be one of the 
most experienced in handling 
homocide cases. 

"Yet who listens to all this? com-
plained Cyril Wecht. His visit to the 
National Archives and his important 
findings resulted in a brief flurry of 
headlines around the country and 
little else. No one has come forth to 
challenge anything he has said, 
even his most damning indictments 
of the Warren Commission findings. 
Government policy seems to be to 
ignore the critics and hope they 
eventually go away. -  

the central core of the United States 
government, had lc be protected by a 
carefully selectee Commission of 
men, pre-dissosed by their 
backgrounds to be more concerned 
with preserving Ma interests of the 
government complex than with 
seeking and communicating the truth 
to the people at la.-ge. 

President Kernedy's murder was 
instigated by the powerful military 
chieftains of the F entagon, with the 
notable exceptio,1 of the Marine 
Commandant, General David Shoup, 
who remained loya, to him, In concert 
with dominant elements of the Cen-
tral intelligence .4i:gency. 

By 1963, the thrast of the Pentagon 
and the C.I.A. toward deep involve-
ment in the Vic Nam War had 
become irresistible. Nevertheless, by 
1963 President Ktinedy had begun 
to resist this thrust, and had changed 
his earlier decisioas, recommended 
to him by the military, permitting the 
U.S. to have limited involvement in 
Viet Nam. 

In early June of 1963, having begun 
to encounter increasing resistance 
from his own meitary leaders, he 
required Secretary of Defense 
MacNamara and Chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Sta6 Maxwell Taylor to 
announce from the White House 
steps that all American forces were 
going to be withcliswn from Viet Nam 
by 1965. 

President Kennedy had become 
convinced by 'he advice of Senator 
Mike Mansfield, eel most particularly 
by warnings to him by retired General 
of the Armies Deuglas MacArthur, 
against allowing American troops to 
become involved in a land war in 
Asia. By the summer of 1963, he had 
made his final decision against in-
volvement in Azl^ and ordered total 
withdrawal of all U.S. forces from 
Southeast Asia. This decision was his 
undoing because the thrust of the 
American warfare machine toward 
involvement in Southeast Asia now 
had too much momentum to be 
reversed. Nevertheless, one of Presi-
deet Kennedy's last orders to the 
military .was to have the first 1,000 



new President, Lyndon Johnson, 
completely reversed President 
Kennedy's new foreign policy with 
regard to Southeast Asia. 
Immediately after the eulogy for 
President Kennedy was conducted at 
the Rotunda of the nation's Capitol. 
Johnson met with the U.S. Am-
bassador to Viet Nam. Henry Cabot 
Lodge. and instructed him to return 
to Vlet Nam and Inform the Saigon 
government that we now were going 
to give South Vietnam strong military 
support. Within months after Presi-
dent Kennedy's death, the secret 
build-up In Vietnam of what was to 
become more than half a million 
American troops, was underway. 

The rest is history: the 55,000 
American dead, the 300,000 
American wounded, and the con-

. tinuing guile and deception by the 
federal government concerning the 
real reasons for John Kennedy's 
assassination and the real reasons for 
our capricious and unnecessary 
plunge into disaster in Vietnam. Nor 
can we forget the many American 
prisoners of war who are still suffering 
in Vietnam as hostages to the 
catastrophic adventure — which 
began with the assassination of a 
President of the United States by his 
own government. 

When it became apparent to me 
that there was more to the President's 
assassination than had been revealed 
to the public, and that some of the 
preliminary activities had taken place 
in New Orleans, within the jurisdiction 
of my office, I decided to act. not in 
the interest of publicity but because it 
was clearly my duty as District At-
torney elected by the people of my 
city In fact, rather than publicize our 
inquiry into the assassination I sought 
to keep it secret until the news media 
stumbled across il and spread it to 
the four winds. 

After the Federal government's 
deep involvement in the President's 
murder became apparent, and this 
developed at an early stage in our 
inquiry, it was quite clear to me mat I 
had nothing to gain and everything to 
lose by continuing to press ahead. 

In the face of a possible cease-fire in 
Vietnam, President Nguyen Van 
Thieu has reportedly stepped up a 
campaign to halt all resistance to his 
government in Saigon. 

Although the Thieu government 
claims to have imprisoned only 30,-
000 peonte on political charges, other 
Informed sources place the number 
as high as half-a-million. 

According to a report In the Mor-
ning Sear News, a British daily, 
Thieu's police forces mounted a 
grand total of 7,200 raids early this 
month, during which may 
assassinated 172 people. In Rath Gla 
province in the Mekong Delta. four 
villages in one district were raided 
and 100 families were arrested on 
charges of having (quote) 'relations 
with the revolution." 

And according to letters smuggled 
out of the Chi Hoa jail in Saigon, 
students have undergone torture 
such as beatings, forced drinking of 
lime-based poisonous drinks and 
electric tortures. Reports claim. that 
Thieu is hoping to break the spirit of 
the people he has jailed so they will 
not be a threat to him if they are 
released in accordance with the 
peace proposals between Hanoi and 
the U.S. 


