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FEDERAL IBUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

April 26, 1968

Date

Revevepa SavoRl b, ¥YIES) ni
Morumental Lapeizt Mot Parkway Eist, who
resides 21 HRRSEEN : i Mopphig, Tennessee, on
interview advi~+d 24 [ollos o

Renepend EVLRE, w' nad tased 1, Memphas for
approX¥izately Lhe pilos elgh! aozi=, s 0 tht Executive
Foarg of ithe NMemphis, Tear=-<«-+ Loanch of the ¥ataonal
Azsociztion 10 the Advapcs et ol inlarva People (NAACP)
apd is aleo 3 mweabter of ths Saatner s (o %taap leadership
Conference (SCLCY, obhe rnatilea) keasggua-bers of which is
Atlanta, Georgila, 273 Lo Pt oo wbich, up untal
April 4, 1968, was D, RAHIAN 1V R Klvg, 4R,

Reyepend KYLES +20r--8 Lriat 4 =3ariistion workers!'
strike hegan in Mewophas, Tenr- i ve | bebruary 12, 1968, and
that shortly afier 1ts £.9¢l 3 proeap of Negro mirasters in
Memphis, including hie<elf ) Passdes copgether to form 2 group
which adopiead the rame of Coeranily on fhe Mones for Equality
(COME), rai<ing fund= fcr (e wapit:ulry Ssirikess and
gs<1sting thep in O21iv mi. A~ - = ap ! ovller styiki_<upport
activiiy, H- stitned that 3¢ 4 «rly a5 Varen IR, 1968, he,
along with =om: of 1% olk- ¢ (OVE L. ade-rs, arair~d Dr, MARTIN
LUTHER KINi: JR,, %o eoqs Lo Wephie whors  or the night of
MBrCH_]B. IWER, b gaye G5 U sDaDapg L1Ek Al Raﬁnn Temple
to approxamstely 10,000 e 27, 00l people, urging Lhe Negro
community ! Memphis Lo wyuits te-ta § nle rar i1lat1len workers,

EftES 2rd sSomE @1 the htep (MVYE ]1eah s also
Lnduceg Dr, KNG 1o mataon Lo ¥epphas on Lhe maroing of
Mayen 28, 1068, to lead & ma--1v- Jes2own parch 1n support
of thke s3patatucn workesrs,

Corsidirebls boe-Ying of dowrdlown wardows 3nd looting
resul.sd durang this patar, 2% « re 201t of which KYLES stated
the sipavation striks p=rsned pai10rs 3 punlicaty, 2nd
Dr, XlINg &gresd Lo reforn to M ephas, 3ioag with other SCLC staff
TedtFTA, 1 early Apral, TuE®) e oot fuppovi on behalf of
Lthe =sz2nttaiiea wirk.ers,
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Reveraad EVIDS =eci1i¢d <n31 Dr, KING sctually
returped to Memphis ci Wedpenrait mording, Apr:l 3, 1868,
with several of his siafil ascoz atsa ncludlirg the Vice
President of SCLC, Rewerani PA D, AETRNAIHY, and his
3dm-ﬂlbtratlvf assiirent PERSAET] LLE. Ity 31- rhecked into
tue Lorraine Hotel axd Motel, 406 M.}?ﬁ:fy Svre=y, Mewphis,
and sctually KYLES zad rented "ooms fod arez of tre SCLC
stsff members usder his naim~. He puintnd out that actually
ke was registered in Roor 3‘“ nf th+ Lezrzine Motel as of
April 3, 1968, although be I, nut phyzically occupy this
room and did not now r=cail thr fxwct SLC individual who
occupisd Room 3)2 He reczi—1 thst Dy, KINu occopied
Room 306, as did Rﬂv*re—ﬂ RALPF D, ABERNATHY,

He recalled that D, XING and his staff rema ined

in Mempbis on the night of Aprv) 3, 1948, znd Alsa remained
in Memphis on 4pril 4, 1963, {1 axdition, he pointed out
that there had been widesprbaw patitcaty 10 not only the
Mzmphis news media, iaclndi.g e twr da:ly white pcwspapers,
put also en virtuslly 211 of the ralio 2nd ie¢l-wision stations
concerning the presesce ot Do, XING 2nd ~3a zr2ff in Memphis

52d of the fac% that they we-ov =fiving 3o the Lorraine Motel,
He ststed he could pot resall the Spredfic riolo broadcast
but there was at least ons Lrisdcast, pos=ibkly more, which
even give the rosm numter, nimely Roon 306, in whnich Dr KING
%26 stiaying 1n Mexphis nﬁn thit thas ]B{OTW#FLOE %35 readlly
available to anyone wba tended to poend Lbe nEs3piper or took
he tims to li<esen 1c the 1adis news Lo el Aasts, In other
words; he satd it w2s po secrer 53 re whers Dr, KING was
; F?’..ay lhg I

Reverend KYLES wecallied tnsu ne persenally went
+o0 the Lorrainc Motel at spproximetsly 213G p.m. on April 4,
1968, and recalled that the O;&rariou Prexclrsker band,
A si: ging group cf the SCLL, we- rehe3vsiig in one ot the
rocms in the morel, th:is 5;rup L+ i3g 2¢9 by EEN BRANCH,a
{former masic t%ach@r o1 Memphas, wearesece, KYLES joined
this group 2nd they all #2og v erioue hinos arnd SCLC songs
art il spplexiritely & p.r, & this poin:, Rever-nd KYLES
2e0t &0 Room 306 of the Lorreine Mol 9 visit with
Dr. MARIIN LUTHER KING, JR,, ~@ Hoveusos BAIPH D, ALERNATHY,
He: pﬂl"‘d cut thzt re h21d <o }55“ Rl e J 1* KING 2nd
Rovrteod APLENATHY to his bono - &iBRTTE k20 SHR for
3 “:01) diuner™ on the eve€niia u1 Lpa b4 4, :9&3, pointing out
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thit Dr, KING and Keverers AELEN %IFI totn sivores "soul food,
which would normally PJWb.F‘ nf neck botes, chitierlings,

turnip greens and black—<yed peis, 374 trat his wife had
corsented to cook such & di- -r tor Dv, XING and his group,
He pointed out that beth KIN, asa AYERNATHY hed been reminded
by him earlier %that dinuer w3 Lo %7 &1 spprouxim-tely 6 p,m,

He recalled that cdaraing Lue azpproximite period from
5:30 p.m, to 5:55 p,m,, Aprii 4, 1948, that Dr, KING,
Reverend ABERNATHY 222 Reyzren) KYLES st znd talked in
Room 306 as Dr, KING apd ABERNATEY dressed in preparation
for the dinper appointment, -Ah & fimi ¢ &limAted by KYLES
as kbeing 5:55 p,m,, or ther.:boots, Dr, KING walked out of
Room 306 of the Lo-rgzine Motal, the Jdoor of which faces
west and overlooks a swimmirg pool and pirking area onto
Mulberry Street, which is a z:-row noyth.south street in
Memphis, Dr, KING's room, 306, was oa the second floor and
as one walks out of the roco vl ¢ 15 2 balcony and walkway
#rea, the balcony having an iroir 1411 approximaiely three
feet high to keep one from {5 ling off the balcony, Dr, KING,
KYLES recalled, stood or thes hiicuny 2od w2s Speaking with
varinus people <taudlng ir fre p>rkirg a3rea of the motel
directly beneath nim, Osne of the persons with whom Dr, KING
was speaking was Reverend JESWE JACXSON, ar SCLC staff member
from Chicage, Illinois, KYLLS reczlied leaving Room 306 and
goirg out 2nd talkisg-with Dr, KING, telling him not to
bring too many peoplée to his nouywe ov therve would not be
encugh food to s3tisfy all of frem, KVL.ES also reca2lled
that SOLOMON JONES, a local Megrc who works for onc of the
fuperzl home's, Lad Leen Dr, K[ﬁG'ﬁ chavifeur while in Memphis
and 1hat KING may have made zome compent to JONES about getting
the car ready for their trip Lo the RYLES residerce,

Reverepd KYLES 3150 r=ca2lled that at about this
period of time Reverend APEYNITHY kad applied shiving cream
to his face preparing to taks 5 quilck =have cfore departing
to dinrer and that KYLES and EING were stizpding side by
«ide on the balcony ard he alin recxlied that KING spoke
+0o CHAUNCEY LSKRIDGE who is av atlorpey for SCLC and who
was in Memphis with the SCLC --tz3ffi,
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Others recalled ty KVLESR te£irg on the ground
level withip viewing and iisz-rirg distance of Dr, KING
were Reverend JAMES L, FEVEL, als€s of the SCLC staff and
who has recently beer living ir Chicage, and several
young Negroes, names not recilled, who had been hanging
arcund and supporting the ss.ication workers strike,

He poirnted out thkat le would pat theze folks in the
category of "hero worshipers' ®ho 1ihed (0 be arvound KING
and other important PETSoOnage -,

At this point, KYiF3 ~stimated the time as
being approximately 6 o'clock p.m,, and stated that he,
KYLES, started to walk portr aa the balecony walkway toward
the old Lorraine Hotel poritios of the establishment for
the purpese of getting his c3ir, which w3s pirked on the
parking lot, He recalleqd Ia=king down apd saying something
to CHAUNCEY ESKRIDGE who w:s staniing oa the ground and
estimaled that he had walked 2pproximataly four door lengths
north of Room 306 when he, KyLES, leard a loud but possibly
muffled sound, At first he thought it was a npoise from
the immediate area possibly cavscd by the back{iring of
an automobile or possibly even a loud firecracker which
had exploded in the immediate vicinaity,

He w%as pext conscicus of seeing Reverend JAMES L.
BEVEL ‘who had been standing oo the ground porth of Room 306
Tunning to the motel urea ouirnsibly fur cover and recalled
some unknowgy indiv idusl yelling in 3 loud voice, "They've
shot MARTIN|" At this point k= turned around ard looked
back south toward the eatrance of Room 206 and ¥a3 next
conscious of sceing Dr, KING's proue body, KING was resting
op the balcony floor with his bick to the floor, his face
facing upward, his feet partially protrudirg through the

grill work of the iron raile3dy, ard his hzad hesded in a south-

easterly direction toward the pA3sigZw2y just south of Room
306,

KYLES continusd 1hal 42 took s guick glance at
KING's prope body afier reaching same snd =3aw 3 piping hole
in what he recallsd to he ihe raghkt =ide of KING's face

in the are» of his cksek boar ard protruding downward into
his peck 3rea, He st:ted 4r:d ke wes not fimilisr with
guins or gur wounds but ke ' cunticini=ly 1231ized that the

40
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noise which he hid hweird bad ocdautiedly heen that of a
gunshot wh.oh rad vou-fed Do, RING, He pointed out that
KIN;'s eyes zppeired to b ez-n 50d that he personslly
felt KING may st1ll have besr alaee, EHe wad rot conscious
of anyone f1s5€ re=T Ki%o's by b This tig: a~nd pointed
out that hr wewni anto & gea oo of nhock snc ran >3ither
hystericelly irte Roos 3CE we- pe ke attenptesd to usce a
telephone for the puipass nf r:iling an amiulance. In
the meaniime, ABERNATAY nad van ~,1 of Room 30f with
shaving cream still on Riz fe¢r in an effort To s2€ what
had happensd %o Dr, XINZ, KA ILS pointed out that in his
confusion he was unable to piek up tne phone properly to
c211 the motel cwitchlonre to sk for &n amtuliance and
recalled ARERNATHY runsing Lick 1aio the room and telling
him to settle down a5d g#1h his conpCFure as everything
would be all right,

X

P

KYLES cams back wui of {te toom to vhe vicinity of
KING's body and wif pext COF - canus i Sfeing seyeral uniformed
Memphis Pellce cffloers vun Lig o focd towird the vicinity of
KING's body avd roraiied =ome of LhEe gelling, "What happened?"
He siated thal he recallind yeling &L SowE of the police
officers Lo call an ambulomnces , BE WES sext conscious of
Revereao ABERNATHY leawing oxe? KING' & prwne body attempting
to talk with KING or to get soome Ied 0nse from him and could
rec2ll hearing ABEBNATRY &3y, “NARTIN, c3n yon hear me? "

Feverssd KYLES rec.lled yanaing into koom 306 and
grabbing up 3 tedspresd of1l ons of ihe bads which he brought
out to use to Covelr KING's %wiy, fe rvczlied that a white
male employee of the United States Justige De partment, name
not recalled, wto haa twen stzying 2t the motel brought a towel
which scpeone held over the large gaping sound on the right
side of KING's faze,

Within 2 fex mogent= A% aproalance zrrived to take
KING'S body 1O & hoipitsl anxi he yoen)led that a JOSEPH
LOUW, an Afxicsn wpo 3% a photogripher 1nd who wis staying
at the motei, took som- pict xei an $he imwediste vicinity
and that m2oy of U5€ people »h0 P eriw 4 ig~ hxd come to the
bxlcony seem d 10 polidt xeFEsJ uhe wnwt madr of Malberry
where trere is 3 tnicket o oooke s oard s oply 1264 burdered
further on the sest.by the 1ok sil of woa ©ld twe-story
brick builgings spict 18 ™ vy o Suiee-i 2nA iadicated in
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their poiating Aand coma=nis Lhial T:ic shot probably came
from that geneéral direction, In olier words, the shot
came from the west toward the esst,

Thereaiter, sccordirg to Ravert¢and KYLES, an
ambulance crow ftook Dy, KING's buily <o the S+, Joseph
Hozpital,

Reverend KYLES lcukesd a% & series of photographs
which appeared in'Ljfe Magezir~," issue of April 12, 1968,
sore of which were {iken imnediately zfter the shooting of
Dr, KING and prior to fhe arrivil of the ambulance and which
depict Dr, KING'S prons body lving face up on the concrete
walkway on the second flioor bt.icony eof the Lorrsine Motel
3nd tzkes by Photographer JOSEPII LOUW, He stited that the
only pcople that he could idzrtify by nime in the early
photographs prior to the arrivil of the 2atulance were
Reverepd ANDREW YOUNG of the 30LC shaff ard some local
unidentified Negroes who were zpparently azsisting in an
effort to render imucdiate fi-st aia 40 Dr, KING. Reverend
KYLES poinrted out thiat these. phelograph® must have been taken
almost immediately feliowing tre shuating of Dr, KING because
they Jdo not show the badspir =d over KING's bady,

He stated that very I7w peoople sciuslly were
cognizant of the fact that Dv, KINT w33 to be 3 dinner guest
2t his home on the evening of April 4, 1368; 1hat among the
guests who h3d been invited to his recollection were Dr., KING,
his brother,‘ﬁeverend A, D, WILLIAMS KING, and two of the
latter's companions, Mrs, LUK!E WAPD and Mrs, GEORGJA M, DAVIS,
Loth of Louisville, Kepntucky; aad that Reverend ARERNATHY
wig 0 have bren there, as wi., CHAUNCEY ESKRIDSE, He stated
that Reverend ANDREW YOUN: and HOSEA WILLTAVMS, Loth of the
SCLC st2ff, were 3lso to e ra1¢ dinner guestis or that
evening,

He stated that fc Lhis recnlléciion there Lad been
no publicity conceraing the fics L3t KING and his =zmall
perty were Lo bs his dinner gueests s that it spprared to
o8 3 mére coincidzpe2 that Dy, XINL w:1ked out in front ot
the doorway of Room 3C6 393 =fo:d there some four to five
minutes prior to the tim: th:t ne wis shot,
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Reveread KYLES stst:3d tba* M had searched his
memory during the intervening tim: =ubszquert 1o Dr, KING's
teing shot and that &t vwo tir- couid bh? recall cz2eing
apyone to the vest or porthe-z from shich direction he
is now convinced the sho: c¢+4x:, He 2:% ro one looking out
arny of the windows i3 the buildirgs facing Miin Btreet,
the rear entracces of wnich would kizve faced tne Motel;
and he saw no one on the grour? h=low, ,

LW

Ee s:ated that he < ilked with CHAUNCEY ESKRIDGE
shortly after %he shio*irg =»n1 ili-% ESKRIDGE wvho was on the
ground level in the parkiasg =2ria in front of the Motel
stated that after tkes shot he, ESKRIDCE, had run west
from the Motel to tha middle ! Muiberry Street but that
he did not s¢e anyone with ary firesrm either on the ground
or in any of the buildings, Meyizerd KYLES recceslled that
SOLOMON JONES b3zs beep reported Lo b2yve stated that he saw
someone pessibly with a2 white headpiece in the ground area
just west of the west side of Maul%<1iry Street behind the
bushcs and possibly saw scacont Jdrop something in that
area,

. Reverend KYLES sfafsd that in {fdirness to JONES,
JONES could not have szen the ground ixea which he had
origin®lly describnd because of the fact that there is a
brick retaipning wall whichk sarrouprds the swimming pool and
that JONES would hk3ve beepn hehied this wall when KINC was
shot and could not have seen Lehind the buches on the

west side of Mulberxy Street 2.5 this will is about eight feet
tall,

Reverend KYLES concluded thit rouse of his
acquaintances in the SCLC or other scyuwaintznces ia Memphis
who hzve teen close to the Negro movemsnt cap réc2ll anything
concerping 3ny suspicious moveménts in 1he vicipity of the.
Lorraine Moiel immedistely preceding or during the time that
Dr, KING was shot,



