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T
he assassination of P

resident John F
. K

ennedy 

has generated countless books, virtually all of 

them
 heavily biased for or against the lone assas-

sin" conclusion of the W
arren C

om
m

ission. N
ow

, 

in the first scholarly treatm
ent of the assassina-

tion, M
ichael K

urtz brings all the skills and objec-

tivity of the professional historian to bear on the 

key question: "W
ho killed P

resident K
ennedy?" 

T
his book 

reco
u
n
ts the tragic events of N

o-

vem
ber 22, 1963, and provides a detailed critical 

analysis of the investigations of the W
arren C

om
-

m
ission and the H

ouse Select C
om

m
ittee on A

s-

sassinations. P
rofessor K

urtz outlines the m
ajor 

areas of controversy about the assassination and 

sifts all the know
n evidence before concluding 

that both official inquiries failed to evaluate the 

considerable evidence of an assassination conspir-

acy. O
perating on the a priori assum

ption that L
ee 

H
arvey O

sw
ald w

as guilty, the C
om

m
ission and 

the C
om

m
ittee both ignored and distorted the 

overw
helm

ing evidence that m
ore than one assas-

sin fired shots at the P
resident. P

rofessor K
u
rtz 

also show
s w

hy the m
ost prevalent conspiracy 

theories fail to fit the facts and concludes by offer-

ing a new
 and m

ore plausible theory of how
 the 

assassination occurred. 

T
horoughly docum

ented and based on the 

m
ost exhaustive research carried out to date on 

John K
ennedy's m

urder, C
rim

e
 o

f th
e
 C

e
n
tu

ry 

draw
s on a variety of prim

ary source m
aterials 

from
 the N

ational A
rchives and the F

B
I's and 

C
IA

's declassified assassination files. It utilizes the 

latest source m
aterials released by the H

ouse Se-

lect C
om

m
ittee's investigation. T

he depth of re-

search, the rigorously objective sifting of evi-

dence, and the incisive critique of official investi-

gative bias m
ake this a book of im

portance not 

only to students of the K
ennedy assassination in 

particular, but also to scholars of governm
ent re-

sponse to political violence in general. 
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C

rim
e of the C

entury 
C

H
A

P
T

E
R

 4 
th

at th
e frag

m
en

ts co
u
ld

 h
av

e b
een

 p
lan

ted
 in

 th
e lim

o
u
sin

e, 
th

e stran
g

e m
ark

in
g

s o
n

 case 5
4

4
, in

d
icatin

g
 th

at it, to
o

, h
ad

 
been previously loaded and ejected from

 another rifle, and the 
co

n
fu

sio
n
 as to

 w
h
ich

 o
f th

e th
ree cartrid

g
e cases w

as fo
u
n
d
 

w
est o

f th
e w

in
d
o
w

 g
iv

e rise to
 serio

u
s d

o
u
b
ts as to

 w
h
eth

er 
such a speculation is valid. 

T
hus, there is strong and com

pelling evidence that only one 
o

f th
e th

ree cartrid
g

e cases, C
o

m
m

issio
n

 E
x

h
ib

it 5
4

4
, co

u
ld

 
possibly have played a role in the assassination. B

oth C
ase 543 

and C
ase 545 could not have done so, for reasons cited above. 

T
his substantiates the fact that only one of the three cases w

as 
d
isco

v
ered

 in
 a lo

catio
n
 co

n
sisten

t w
ith

 th
esjscp i pattern of 

O
sw

ald 
 's rifle. C

o
m

m
issio

n
 E

x
h
ib

its 5
4
3
 an

d
 5

4
5
 m

u
st, th

ere-
fo

re, h
av

e b
een

 p
laced

 th
ere b

y
 so

m
eo

n
e. N

o
n

e o
f th

e th
ree 

cases bore fingerprints of any kind, indicating that O
sw

ald m
ay 

n
o
t h

av
e h

an
d
led

 th
em

 (O
sw

ald
 left m

an
y
 o

th
er p

rin
ts else- 

w
h

ere). S
in

ce an
 ab

so
lu

te n
il • 	

of tw
o shots w

ere fired, 
m

o
st p

ro
b
ab

ly
 fo

u
r o

r fiv
e, an

d
 sin

ce o
n
ly

 o
n
e o

 t et ree car-
trid

g
es co

u
ld

 p
o
ssib

ly
 h

av
e fig

u
red

 in
 th

e assassin
atio

n
, sh

o
ts 

m
ust have been fired from

 elsew
here. 

F
rom

 the foregoing exam
ples, it should be clear that the W

ar-
ren C

om
m

ission failed properly to evaluate the evidence before 
it. T

he com
m

ission assum
ed that L

ee H
arvey O

sw
ald fired the 

shots from
 the sixth-floor southeast w

indow
 of the B

ook D
eposi-

to
ry

 b
u

ild
in

g
. It u

sed
 ev

id
en

ce th
at su

p
p

o
rted

 th
is co

n
clu

sio
n

 
an

d
 rejected

 th
at w

h
ich

 refu
ted

 it. W
h
ile th

ere w
as, in

d
eed

, 
hard physical, ballistics, and eyew

itness evidence to substanti-
ate th

e co
m

m
issio

n
's co

n
clu

sio
n

s in
 p

art, th
e h

isto
rian

 can
n

o
t 

accept them
 as definitive. O

ther evidence clearly points to other 
places in D

ealey P
laza as possible sources of the gunfire. 
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T
h
e n

atu
re o

f th
e b

u
llet w

o
u
n
d
s su

ffered
 b

y
 P

resid
en

t K
en

n
ed

y
 

an
d

 G
o

v
ern

o
r C

o
n

n
ally

 an
d

 th
e lo

catio
n

 o
f th

e car at th
e tim

e o
f th

e 
sh

o
ts estab

lish
 th

at th
e b

u
llets w

ere fired
 fro

m
 ab

o
v
e an

d
 b

eh
in

d
 th

e 
P

resid
en

tial lim
o

u
sin

e, strik
in

g
 th

e P
resid

en
t an

d
 th

e G
o

v
ern

o
r as 

follow
s: 

(I) P
resid

en
t K

en
n

ed
y

 w
as F

irst stru
ck

 b
y

 a b
u

llet w
h

ich
 en

tered
 at 

the back of his neck  an
d
 ex

ited
 th

ro
u
g
h
 th

e lo
w

er fro
n
t p

o
rtio

n
 o

f h
is 

n
eck

, cau
sin

g
 a w

o
u
n
d
 w

h
ich

 w
o
u
ld

 n
o
t n

ecessarily
 h

av
e b

een
 leth

al. 
T

h
e P

resid
en

t w
as stru

ck
 a seco

n
d

 tim
e b

y
 a b

u
llet w

h
ich

 en
tered

 th
e 

rig
h
t-rear p

o
rtio

n
 o

f h
is h

ead
, cau

sin
g
 a m

assiv
e an

d
 fatal w

o
u
n
d
. 

(2
) G

o
v

ern
o

r C
o

n
n

ally
 w

as stru
ck

 b
y

 a b
u

llet w
h

ich
 en

tered
 o

n
 th

e 
rig

h
t sid

e o
f h

is b
ack

 an
d

 trav
eled

 d
o

w
n

w
ard

 th
ro

u
g

h
 th

e rig
h

t sid
e 

o
f h

is ch
est, ex

itin
g
 b

elo
w

 h
is rig

h
t n

ip
p
le. T

h
is b

u
llet th

en
 p

assed
 

through his right w
rist and entered his left thigh, w

here it caused a su-
p

erficial w
o

u
n

d
.' 
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R
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R
S

Y
 su

rro
u

n
d

in
g

 th
e W

arren
 

C
o

m
m

issio
n

 an
d

 its co
n

clu
sio

n
s, n

o
n

e h
as g

en
erated

 m
o

re 
h
eated

 d
eb

ate th
an

 th
at co

n
cern

in
g
 th

e m
ed

ical ev
id

en
ce. T

h
e 

ab
o

v
e statem

en
ts fo

rm
 th

e 
W

arren R
eport's 

sy
n
o
p
sis o

f th
e 

w
ounds inflicted on P

resident K
ennedy and G

overnor C
onnally. 

T
hey are cited in the R

eport's conclusions as part of the evidence 
fo

r th
e assertio

n
 th

at all sh
o
ts w

ere fired
 fro

m
 th

e six
th

-flo
o
r 

southeast corner w
indow

 of the T
exas S

chool B
ook D

epository 
building. 

:p
lc b

ases fo
r th

e co
m

m
issio

n
's 	

cical_
ex

id
en

cey
s

_
z
e
_

th
e
 

testim
ony and m

edical-sorts of the D
allas doctors w

ho treated 
th

e p
resid

en
t an

d
 o

f th
e au

to
p

sy
 su

rg
eo

n
s, th

e p
resid

en
t's an

d
 

g
o

v
ern

o
r's clo

th
in

g
, film

s o
f th

e assassin
atio

n
, trajecto

ry
 tests 

conducted by the F
B

I, and w
ounds ballistics tests conducted by 

1
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C

rim
e of the C

errito) ,  

th
e A

rm
y

. C
o

n
sid

erin
g

 th
e testim

o
n

y
 an

d
 ev

id
en

ce b
efo

re it, 
the com

m
ission arrived at a reasonable conclusion. A

s w
e shall 

see, how
ever, m

uch of the m
edical evidence w

as never show
n to 

the com
m

ission, and the panel w
as given m

isleading inform
a-

tion by A
rlen S

pecter, the legal counsel in charge of the m
edical 

and ballistics evidence.2  
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A
ccording to the W

arren C
om

m
ission, "it is not necessary to 

determ
ine just w

hich shot hit G
overnor C

onnally." T
his, how

-
ever, is not true. It is, in fact, essential to determ

ine w
hich shot 

struck G
overnor C

onnally, for that determ
ination form

s a vital 
link in the chain of evidence indicating the num

ber of assassins.' 
T

he critics of the W
arren C

om
m

ission rarely agreed w
ith the 

com
m

ission about anything. O
ne aspect of the m

edical and bal-
listics ev

id
en

ce th
at h

as g
en

erated
 th

e m
o
st co

n
tro

v
ersy

 is th
e 

sin
g
le-b

u
llet th

eo
ry

. A
s d

iscu
ssed

 in
 C

h
ap

ter T
w

o
, th

e th
eo

ry
 

m
ain

tain
s th

at a b
u
llet fro

m
 th

e rifle o
f L

ee H
arv

ey
 O

sw
ald

 
stru

ck
 P

resid
en

t K
en

n
ed

y
 in

 th
e b

ack
 o

f th
e n

eck
 an

d
 ex

ited
 

fro
m

 h
is th

ro
at ju

st b
elo

w
 th

e A
d

am
's ap

p
le. T

h
at sam

e b
u

llet 
entered G

overnor C
onnally's back, exited from

 his chest, w
ent 

com
pletely through his right w

rist, and lodged in his left thigh. 
B

ecause O
sw

ald could not fire his bolt-action rifle fast enough 
to

 w
o
u
n
d
 K

en
n
ed

y
 an

d
 C

o
n
n
ally

 w
ith

 sep
arate sh

o
ts, th

e 
sin

g
le-b

u
llet th

eo
ry

 is essen
tial to

 th
e W

arren
 C

o
m

m
issio

n
's 

lone-assassin thesis.4  
B

ecause the Z
apruder film

 show
ed K

ennedy reacting in pain 
to a shot in fram

e Z
225, the shot m

ust have been fired prior to 
th

at fram
e. >

rh
e sh

o
t co

u
ld

 n
o
t h

av
e b

een
 fired

 b
efo

re fram
e 

Z
210, how

ever, because an oak tree blocked O
sw

ald's view
 of 

the lim
ousine before that fram

e. A
s the com

m
ission observed, 

"E
v

en
 th

e m
o

st p
ro

ficien
t m

ark
sm

an
" co

u
ld

 n
o

t h
av

e fired
 

th
ro

u
g

h
 th

e leav
es o

f th
e tree an

d
 h

it th
e p

resid
en

t. T
h

erefo
re, 

K
en

n
ed

y
 m

u
st h

av
e b

een
 stru

ck
 b

etw
een

 fram
es Z

2
1
0
 an

d
 

Z
225.5  
G

o
v

ern
o

r C
o

n
n

ally
, h

o
w

ev
er, ap

p
ears to

 b
e u

n
in

ju
red

 in
 

fram
e Z

225. In that and in the succeeding ten fram
es, C

onnally 
show

s no indication of pain or any other sign of being w
ounded.  

1. Z
apruder F

ram
e Z

189 K
ennedy and C

onnally at the tim
e of the first 

sh
o

t. 
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