
5/22/76 Dear Bruce, 

I respond because I'm certain of your ancerity. 

Unless you begin with a preconception you would like to breathe life into, 

you waste your own time. Except that I knew a couple of those people caseelly, you 
also wanted mine. As you know now, I can t take time for these kinds of things. 

I take it you meant that Oswald the red called on Ate. the red for some special 

reason. If so it did no good. Abt iemediately refused. Only the cope didn't tell "swald. 

I worked foe 'fie same committee Abt and Kramer did. I knew Abt only elightly, 

tea a quiet man and respected legal craftsman. We did not get along particularly well 
in the few contacts we had. I knew Kramer possible a little better because he was an 

investigator and ho more often hail need to couoult wy knowledge of the record. I was 

not in the social circle of either. 

I did not know either had testified before Nixon and tee UnAmericans. I wee not 

in Washdeeton then. I also met Lowenthal and Wheeler a feu times. Lowenthal's book 

on the FBI was a fine one. If he had been heeded the country would have suffered less. 

Abt'e statement, by tho way, if basic Americanism and his opinion of our country'e 

military adventures has been substantiated by tho subsequent history. 

1  neither knew, had real:ion to believe nor ever asked the politics of any 
them. I was not that close to army. I do not know whether any wan a Communist. I 
saw any such indication. But I am sure they could have been. 

However, if any of tgis could have figured in Oswald's askine Abt to be his 

lawyer, you have sant no explanation. I'd be more inclined to believe that what Abt 
did later would be morn likely. He represented the Coreminist 'arty, an I remember 
the stories of the day, upt to the Supreee court in a Smith Act case. That ect, you 
eay recall, was ruled Unconstitutioeal. 

I regard all of this as without factual base. The theories one could defend 
are too nueerous to go into and too contradictory. I knew of Abt's representation of 

theCoetenist Party, no the rest in without significance to sac. I tell you again I 
cans  t keep taking time for this kind of thing. 

I aon't know what you mean by what eenaterwald is up to. ne doesnet tell me 

and I don't know. I have no reason to believe he is a spook. 

I thought through ell tho queeteme you maked and many you did not 12 years ago. 

Sincerely, 

of 
never 



734 Coronet Rd. 
Glenview, 
5/16/76 

Dear Harold, 

For YOU, I'll type. It should be easirr to read; but you'll 

have to forgive the occasional wrong key problem. I'm very 

unused to typing extemporaneously. Someday, I hape to get 

an electric machine and make typing andeasier task. 

I'm very sorry to hear about your Phlebitis and the disability 

you have ; even if one is well, about 6 hrs. of nightly rest 

is essential. It was very nice of you to take the time and 

work to write a letter to me; I appreciate it very much. 

Let me run over some old stuff before I show you something 

new (At least _I hope it is new; I'll be disappointed if you 

a already know aboutit.); 

Only one question enters my mind at the time: can you give 

me some idea of what Fensterwald is up to? I thought that 

fella Specter was supposed to be making a public announce-

ment about a month ago; perhaps I missed it somehow. He made 

the ammouncement about making an announeement on the David 

.Suskind program about two months ago. I was just wondering 

if he chickened out. There's something in the Village Voice 

about his working with Fensterwald, as I recall. iSurprises 

never cease.) 

If Yarchetti had mentioned Gardenplot several years ago, he 

would have incurred considerable trouble. (One of the more 

amusing aspects of attending such public events is the usual 

"disguised" undercover cops-who are, inevitably, easily 

detectable. T.-lastly, their presence is intimidating and other-

wise unproductive.) 

If you're sure you have the entire Altgelns photo, then Joesten 

must have used a composite, for it is identical -perspective 

wise-to the one you published; it shows the building up to 

the roof line. The foreground ftgtneshave been "enhanced." 

Unfortunately the text is in German, somethitg that though 

I have studied it for several years in the destant past, have 

never had any opportunity to make use of and have consequently 

more or less "forgotten" (in the usual sense.) So... 
I don't even know what your crazy Joesten is proposing. 

I8m sorry not to be able to furnish a copy of the NBC tape 

of the fakepolice broadcast. I don't have a recording machine 

in bhe fiat place; mostly, I've been fortunate enough to 

walk into a room, turn the on-off switch and see just wh
r7t 

happened to interest me. 



A copy of a clipping I will send, though, will say some-
thing about the FBI's making fake radio broadcasts during 
peace marches. For sure, I can tell you, it wasn't the 
aaolescent voice of a tbenaged boy. It was too heavy and 
fully developed. But if you were to have such a thing, 
what could you do with it. 

There was a young man I lived with while we were in school 
whose father was, as I remember, a VP at NBC. I haven't talked 
with him in about 12 years; chances are remote that I could 
make anything productive out of that at this time. 

Surely by this time you must have some ideas on who has been 
up to what. If the "they" were ordinary criminals, they would 
have been apprehended by now; these assassinations smack of 
well planned government operations. They took a lot of money, 
exhibited sophistication unheard of for dissident civillian 
reactionaries. The government is covering up the crimes of 
some important people-it doesn't go to all of the trouble 
it has for just anyone; especially considering the embarrass-
ment it must incur in doing so. It is foolish to caste work 
on rumors, but.., sometimes ther's a clue as to what to be 
alert to-something that may escape an ordinary logical con-
scdausness. 

As for that Rubenstein "memo", yes, at face value, in a matter 
of about one minute (not knowing what to look for in the first 
place) any adult human being would conclude it is a fake. 
The reason is that the FBI stationery heading has a zip code 
in it; yet the memo is signed and dated in 1947. It is so 
plainly fake that there is no possible explanation as to why 
anyone would waste a minute of human life and good typewriter 
ribbon ink making such a thingAif it is fake. Not even a first 
class simpleton would engage in such 17olishness that would 
(unknown to him) be so easily detectable. Further, if a spook 
were going to try to confuse researchers, why wouldn't he Bake 
it as authentic as he could??? He would. At least his heading 
and signatory date would be oonsistenta lily own (temporary 
working) thenry is that this is a composite: something has 
been copied onto ordinary stationery or copied onto a ccopy 
of regular/orainary stationery; the original would still be 
in a file some!here. Why a composite was made, I still have 
t rationalize. 

There is a word used in the tem° which may be characteristic 
of an other than contemporary era and is a giveaway to authen-
ticity, I think. I aiscovered this accidentally while reading 
an older era book for pleasure; the same wondwwas used. 

Perhaps you don't have the time to waste on -blues, but do you 
know anyone who could supply a list of HUAC employees(1945- 
1948)? Just names of secretaries, stenographers, staff assistants 



I don't need to know anything personal-just the names. 
If one of those bigwigs you know could supply a list of 
names for the staff of Congressman Richard Nixon, that 
would be absolutely perfect. (Also.) 

(Before I forget: having closely examined the tramps, I still 
conclude that .;4-'2 is Fiorini/Sturgis. There isNOTHING 
that is going to change my decision. It is my independent 
observational conclusion; I am not falling into anyone's 
trap. ) 

NOW: temporarily removing all ft the foregoing from your 
mind, and don't continue on until you can do so: how do 
you think Oswald got hold of John Abt's name? 

Think about this real hard; take a lot of time; consider all 
of the possibilities. 

WHY aid Oswald ask for John Abt of all people? Why not a 
local lawyer? Perhaps someone whose name he had heard on 
a television or radio broadcast, someone whose name had 
appeardd in a local newspaper?????? Someone he chose from 
a Dallas phone book? 

Why John Abt of all people...all the way off in distant 
New York City? Did he ever meet Abt? 

What could an average (forgetting for the convenient moment 
the fact that Oswald was fairly bright) low level commercial 
employee ever hope to know about an attorney in New York? 

Do you think someone might have given Oswald Abt's name to 
use if he ever should get into really serious trouble? 
Why would anyone give him that name of all the 1!_wyers there 
are-particularly in Dallas? ;Maybe there is a reason. 

THINK ABOUT THIS IN ALL OF THE IViULTIFACETED WAYS YOU CAN FOR 
ONE HALF HOUR AT LEAST. DO NOT CONTINUE UNTIL YOU HAVE DONE 
SO. Sit in a comfortable chair in a quiet room. 

NOW: 1/2 hour later: only now, remove the staples from the 
folded enclosure and read everything. Does this give you any 
ideas for ansmers to some of the questions I have provoked 



you with? 

The next time you write, we can continue with this. 

In the meantime, I hope you now a good evening real a
nd 

a restful night. 
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Mr. VELDE. No questions. 
Mr. Woon. I understood awhile ago, Mr. Witness, that you stated 

your reason for declining to answer the question, as to whether you 
had delivered material to an unauthorized person was that the question carried an implication you knew such person, whom you had 

- not admitted you knew. Is that right? 

	

Mr. SILVERMAN. Yes. 	. 
Mr. Woon. As I understood, you did admit on the stand you knew 

Mr. Ullmann'?  
Mr. SILVF.RMAN. It is a matter of record he worked in the same 

division with me. 
Mr. WOOD. You recall you did say you knew him? 
Mr. SILVERMAN. Yes. 
Mr. Wool). Following that answer, you declined to state whether 

you delivered any classified material to him. 
Mr. SILVERMAN. That is right. 
Mr. Woon. So that your reason for declining to answer does not apply to that instance; does it? 
(Witness conferred with his counsel.) 
.N1r. SILVERMAN. As I said, it is a matter of record that he worked 

in the same division I was in. 
Mr. Woon. But you declined to answer whether or not you fur-

nished him with classified information? - 
Mr. SILVERMAN. That is right. 

- • Mr. Woon. Your reason for declining to answer that you now 
offer does not apply in that instance; does it? . 

Mr. SILVERXIAN. That is correct. There isn't that degree of logic in life. 
Mr. Woon. I will ask you again whether you ever furnished to -Mr. 1.111nis.nn at any time any classified information?  

1-' Mr. SILVERMAN. I will have to refuse to answer that on the same grounds. 
. Mr. Woon. By the way, what was your rate of pay while you were in the Government service? 	 . 	 . 

Mr. SILVERMAN. I think the last pay I received was $9,800. Maybe • - it was $10,000. 	- 
Mr. WOOD. You were receiving the top salary permissible under 

the law; were you not? 
Mr. SILVERMAN. I believe there were others receiving more than I 

was. It was one of the top salaries at that time in my professional grade, my professional work. I was receiving substantially more on 
the job that I tesigned yesterday, and I received twice as much many times outside the Government.-- - 

Mr. WOOD. That is all. Witness excused. 
The committee will stand at recess until 10:30 tomorrow morning. . • (Thereupon, at 12:45 p. m., on Thursday, August 31, 1950, a recess 

was taken until Friday, September 1, 1950, at 10:30 a. in.) 

• . 	• 



HEARINGS REGARDLNG COMMUNISM IN THE UNITED 
STATES GOVERNMENT-PART 2 

IFSIDAY, SEPTEMBER 1, 1950 

UNITED STATES HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE. COM.11EITTEE ON U,--AMERICAN ACTnriTrEs, 

'Washington, D. C. • 

A subcommittee. of the Committee on Un-American Activities met, 
pursuant to adjournment, at 10:15 a, m. in room 226, Old House 
Office Building, Hon. John S. Wood (chairman) presiding. 	. 

Committee members present: Representatives John S. Wood 
(chairman), Francis E. Walter, John McSweeney (arriving as indi-
cated), Richard. M, Nixon (arriving as indicated); and Harold H. 
Velde (arriving as indicated). 	• 	• .  

Staff members present: Frank S. Tavenner, Jr., counsel; Louis J. - 
Russell, senior investigator; Donald T. Appell, Courtney Owens, and 
Alvin W. Stokes, investigators; and A. S. Poore, editor. 
• Mr. WOOD. The committee will be in order, please. 

(The first witness on this day, Joshua Daniel White, commonly-,---  
Imown as "Josh" White, is not related to the following proceedings • • 
and is printed separately under title "Hearings Regarding Communist '. 
Infiltration. of Minority Groups—Part 3.") 	• 	• % :- 

Mr. TAVE.NNER. Mr. Nathan Witt. 	 - 
Mr. Woon. Mr. Witt, will you stand and be sworn, please...  
You solemnly swear the evidence you give this subcommittee shall 

be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you 
God? 

Mr. Wrrr. I do. 
Mr. WOOD. Mr. Witt, as a witness before this committee, have you 

any ob
. 
 ilecton to the photographers taking your picture? 

Mr. Wrrr. No; I don't. - 	• 	. 
• Mr. WOOD; Have S. seat. • 	- 
I will silk you gentlemen to take the pictures with as little disturb- 

ance as possible. 	. • 	. 	- • 	• 	• 	- 	. 
Before we proceed, let the record 'disclose that for the purpm,.e of 

this hearing 4 subcommittee has been set up by the chairman, con-
sisting of Messrs. Walter, Velde, and Wood, end 'they are all present. 

TESTIMONY OF NATHAN WITT, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS COUNSEL, 
1LAROLD 1. CARMEL 

Mr. TAVENNER. Will you state your full name, please? 
Mr. WrrT. Nathan Witt. • 	. 
Mr. TAVENNER. Wl.iat is your present, adclres:4? 
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Mr. Num Have you ever given any material that you obtained 
in your Government position to an.unauthorized person? 

Mr. KRAMER. I decline to answer that question on the same 
grounds. 

Mr. Nn ox. You just said you had never engaged in any espionage 
activities of any type. 	 . 	. 

Mr. KRAMER. That is exactly what I said. - 	 - 
Mr. NIXON. You said you had never given any material to an 

unauthorized person? 	 „ . 
- Mr. KRAMER. If the implication of your present question is espion-

age, the answer is there was none. The term "material" is so broad. 
The chairman, at the beginning of the session, read a newspaper 
article which dealt, it seems to me, with unauthorized material. The 
term "unauthorized material" in your question is similarly broad. 
My answer to that question is still that I refuse to answer on the same 
grounds. 

Mr. Nixox. If you say the use of the term is too broad, how would 
you describe it? The implication in your answer is that you may 
have given some unauthorized material. Is that right? 

Mr. KRAMER. I decline to answer on the same grounds. 
Mr. NIXON. Have you given any classified material to any person 

not connected with the Government? 
Mr. KRAMER. I decline to answer that question on the same 

grounds. 
Mr. WALTER. Anything further? ' 	• . 
Mr. Woon. Mr. Kramer, were you ever associated with or a member 

of or have any connection with the staff of the La Follette Civil 
Liberties Committee? 

Mr. WOOD. That is all. 
M r. WALTER. Mr. Velde. 

Mr. KRAMER. I was a member of the staff. 
Mr. Woon. For how long? 
Mr. KRAMER. About a year. 
Mr. WOOD. Do you recall the dates? 

. Mr. KRAMER. 1936 to 1937, I believe. 

Mr. VELDE. Mr. Kramer, I noticed in certain instances youiad- 
ndtted your acquaintanceship with certain individuals, and in other 
cases you denied your acquaintanceship, and in other cases, you 
declined to answer on the ground your answer might incriminate you. 
What is the distinction between your acquaintanceship with different _ 
people? 

Mr. KRAMER. I think that lies within my discretion. 
Mr. VELDE. Have you ever signed anon-Communist oath of any 	g 

kind? 
Mr. KRAMER. I must decline to answer that on the same grounds. 
Mr. VELDE. Have you ever attended any Communist Party meet- 

ings known by you to be such? 	 : 	• - 	 1 
.Mr._ KRAMER. I decline to answer that question on the same 	̀1  

grounds. 
Mr. VELDE. Did you ever carry a Communist Party membership 

card? 
Mr. KRAMER. I must decline to answer that question on the same 

grounds. 
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Mr. VELDE. Have you had any personal contact in any way—by by telephone, or otherwise—with Lee Pressman in the last, 6 months? 
Mr. KRAMEP.. I may have. I don't, recollect. 
Mr. VELDE. Did you have any contact through any other individual with Mr. Pressman? 	• 
Mr. KRASIER. I don't believe so. 
Mr. VELDE. That is all. 
Mr. NIXON. Did I understand you to say you had not seen Mr. Pressman personally for a year? Is that correct? 
Mr. KRAMER. I think the last time I saw him was last year.: . Mr. NixoN. And you saw him on that occasion where? Mr. KRAMER. As I recall it was lunch, with perhaps several other people present. 	- 	• 	• 	•  
Mr. NIXON. Let me ask you about Mr. Abt....Yofi know Nir. Abt? Mr. KRAMER. I do. 
Mr. NIXON. Have you discussed with Mr. Abt the possibility of your making a statement similar to the one Mr. Pressman made when he appeared here on Monday? 
Mr. KRAMER. I have not. 

• Mr. Nucox. Have you discussed that with Mr. Witt? 
Mr. KRAMER. I have not. •. 
Mr. NIXON. When you saw Mr. Pressman a year ago, yon say be did not discuss with you the possibility of his or your breaking with the Communist Party? 	 - 
Mr. KRAMER. I must decline to answer that question on the same . grounds. 
Mr. NIXON. You are a loyal American citizen, Mr. Kramer. I assume that from your statement. • 	 • 
Mr. KRAMER. I am, Mr. Nixon. 
Mr. NIXON. Can a man be a loyal American and a Communist at the same time? 	 _ , 
Mr. KIWIER. I believe he can. 
Mr. NixoN. You believe he can. Do you believe that what the Communists are engaging in in the United States at the present time - . in regard to the United Nations action in Korea is consistent with loyalty to the United States? 	 - 	, - • 
Mr. KRAMER. I don't know what all those activities are. 	. 
Mr. NIXON. You certainly have read of their stand in the Daily Worker and other Communist publications, have you not" 
Mr. KRAMER. I. decline to answer that question on the same grounds. - 	 • . 	- 	- 	. Mr. NIXON. Or perhaps you read of theii attitude in the statement Mr. Abt has given the committee? 	- - 	. 
(At this point, Mr. Kramer and llfr. Canuner confer.) 
Mr. NIXON. In which he says that the undeclared war that this Government is waging in Korea violates the interest of the American people. Do you subscribe to that position? 	- 
Mr. KRAMER. If you will leave off the last part and ask do I sub-scribe to the position that the present adventure in Korea is against - the interest of the United States, I would say I do. So does Mr. Walter Lippmaian. 
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Mr. NIXON. There might be a little difference between Mr..Lipp-ration and yourself in that respect. If you were drafted to serve in the war against Communist ag'cssors in Korea at this time, would you serve? 
Mr. 'KRAMER. I would have to decide at that time. 
Mr. NIXON. Mr. Lippman has made his decision: I understand it is usually a part of the tactics of people in your position to drag in other people. You have not yet decided whether, if you were drafted to serve in the Army of the United_ States, you would serve? • -  • 	- Mr. KRAMER. That is a question I will have to decide at that time... Mr. Nmox. You would have to make the decision when the ques- tion was presented to you? ' 	- • - 	 - . - Mr. KRAMER. That is right.  
Mr. VELDE. How do you feel about it at the present time? Mr. KRAMAR. I hadn't thought about it. - 	• - 
Mr. VERDE. That is all. 
(Witness excused.) 
Mr. TAVENNER. Mr. John Abt. 
Mr. WALTER. Hold up your right hand, please. You swear the testimony you are about the give this committee shall be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but' the truth, so help you God? Mr. ART. I do. 

TESTIMONY OF JOHN J. LET,. ACCOMPANIED BY HIS COUNSEL, 
HAROLD I. CAMMER 

Mr. TAVENNER. Will you state your full name, please?..  Mr. ART. John J. Abt, A-b-t.i' • 	 - Mr. TAVENNER. You are represented here by the same counsel who. is representing.  Mr. Witt, and Mr. Kramer?. Mr. Any. I am, Mr. Tavenner. • 
Mr. TAVENNER. You are appearing before this committee in re-sponse to a subpena which was served on your, I believe? '... Mr. ART. Yes, sir. 
Mr. TAVENNER. Will you please give the committee a brief outline of vour educational background? 	 • ‘, 	" Mr. Any. Before I do that I should like to request from the chairL. man an opportunity to read a statement which I have prepared for presentation here, which is quite.  brief. 	• 	. Mr. WALTER. We will put it in the record at this point and it will be made a part of your remarks.  NI:. ART. Inasmuch as you accorded to the witness who appeared here on Monday, and who I take it is responsible for my being recalled this afternoon, an opportunity to make a preliminary statement, it would seem to me, in all fairness, the same opportunity should be accorded to me. 

Mr. WALTER. I didn't make the ruling in that case, but I rule oa your request this afternoon. 	• 	. - 	 • Mr. AST. I understand the statement will appear in the record at. this point? 	 t.; Mr. WALTER. It will. 
(The statement above referred to is as follows:) 
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STATEMENT Or JOHN J. AST BEFORE HOUSE. COMMITTEE ON UN-AMERICAN 

	

ACTIVITIES, Serremeen 1, 050 	• 	 . 
As the committee is aware, I appeared, in response to a subitera, before a • suboommittee of your committee, just 2 years ego. • 	. • 	. At that time. I declined, on Constitutional grounds. to answer mary of the- questions that were asked. 	 - 	• _ 

• From the press accounts of the committee hearings this week. it is evident that you have subpenaed me today to propound the same questions %aid) I declined to answer Ill August 1043. 	 . 	•=• 	 ' 	' The committee should know—and if It does not so advise you now—thai my position with respect to these questions has not changed in the slightest degrei since the date of my previous appearance. On the contrary, events have serve,: to confirm and deepen the cenvietions I then held. 	- 	• It is therefore clear that the purpose of the committee In recalling me at this time to put questions I have previously declined to answer, Is not and cannot be to elicit information for legitimate legislative objectives. It can only_be for the punitive purpose of laying the foundation for ,a contempt citation. It is therefore my lutention, in the course of this examination—and I so advt the committee at the outset—to assert every right granted me by the Coestit u-tien and to make every constitutional objection which I deem well founded to the • questions put by the committee. 	- . • --. • 	' 
Under ordinary circumstances, it vvould be both strange and unnecessary for a witness before. a congressional committee to explain his,reasons for invoking constitutional guaranties which are the birthright of every American. 	 • The fact that today a witness before your committee is impelled to-do SO is a - measure of how far agencies of Government have transgressed the, principles for which the founding fathers fought our Revolution and which a victorious people wrote into the Bill of Rights. 

• Your committee has chosen to brand the assertion orceinstitutional rights as disloyal, and evidence of what it calls "un-Americanism. 	 • From its inception, your committee has nullified the first amendment. ' Re-cently, it has taken the further step of stripping witnesses of the protection of the fifth amendment, and so far perverted constitutional history as to suggest that ' assertion of the privilege secured by that amendment is itself evidence of crime. It is a sorry commentary on the state of constitutional liberties in America-that it should be necessary to remind a committee of the Congress that...thrgreat constitutional guaranty against involuntary self-accusation had its origin in the struggle against the hateful star chamber of the British Crown.' It was to make certain that no American should ever again be 'subjected to such tyrannical Inquisitions that this guaranty was written into the fifth amendment: It is therefore a gram violation of the very right that the fifth amendment was designed to protect, to imply that its invocation is evidence of guilt.- It was • embodied in the'Constitution, not to shield the guilty, but for the high purpose of protecting the innocent against exactly the kind of star chamber proceedings In which this committee has so long engaged- 	• - - 	. 	- 	' Today, it is perhaps more Important than at any time in our history that every truly loyal American reassert these simple constitutional truths with all the vigor, etubborness. and tenacity at his command. . 	 • 	. 	' . . For, today, the course upon which the Government- of our country has embarked threatens catastrophe for the Nation end,its people... The undeclared war it is waging in Korea, at a heavy cast in American life,' and its military intervention in the internal affairs of China, violate the interest of the American prsople and threaten the peace of the world. The mounting billions it is spending for domestic and foreign armaments are not buying us friends or firm allies. Instead, American efforts to bolster rotten reactionary regimes and stem the title of the liberation movement in colonial countries are earning for uq the enmity of hundreds of millions of common people throughout the world.  
The people of our own country are paying the cost of the-se senseless adventures. and will pay yet more heavily In the days to eome—with the lives of their sons.; with their living standards and welfare; with their democratic liberties. If this course is continued, it will destroy every value that the American people have stood for and worked to achieve since the birth of our Nation. It can end only in the disaster of a war of atomic annihilation: • 	• • -- 	' 1- . 	-.•-_ I am confident that, despite the efforts to.silenee all npposition, the peace- :''-  loving, democratic spirit of the American people will assc,rt itself against the,.. policies and reverse them. 
• ; 	 5___ 
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The Bill of Rights guarantees the full and free expression of the popular will, 
so that every act of government shall at all times and Under every circumstance 
be subject to the corrective farce of an enlightened public opinion. 	• 

The assault an the Bill of Rights that we are witnessing today is not a sign 
of strength, but evidences the fatal weakness of a government that no longer 
dares submit itself to the freely exposed tatigment of a  fully informed people. 

Each article in the Bill of Rights therefore becomes a bastion in the fight for 
peace in the world and freedom and security fur America. _list defense against all 
those who would abridge or subvert it is the first duty of every citizen. 	-- • 

. To the best of my ability, then, I stall follow the precept of Thomas Jefferson, 
who wrote: 

"It behooves every man who values liberty of conscience for himself, to resist 
-invasions of it in the case of others: or their case may, by change of circumstances, 
become hi= awn. It behooves him, too, in his own case, to give no example of 
Concession. betraying the common right of independent opinion, by answering 
questions of faith, which the laws have left between God and bim.u.lf," 	. 

Mr. TAVENTER. Will you answer the question as to your educa-
tional hachEtrounfi? 

Mr. ART. I gave that when I was before the committee 2 years ago. 
Mr. T.tve..vxmi. I believe there is only one person, or maybe two, 

on the committee now who were on the committee at that time. 
Mr. ABT. I will be glad to repeat the information I gave the cone-

mince 2 rears ago. 
I was born in Chicago, Ill., May 1, 1904. I attended the Chicago 

schools. I received my A. B. degree from the University of Chicago 
in 1924, and my law degree from the University of Chicago in 1926. 

I practiced law in the city of Chicago from 1927 to 1933, specializing  
in real estate and corporate mattors... • . • 	• 	• 

I came to Washington in the fall of 1933 to enter the Federal service. 
I was employed as an attorney in the Agricultural Adjustment Ad-
ministration, and became the chief of the litigation section of that 
agency. I resigned from the Department of Agriculture I believe in 
the spring or summer of 1935 and accepted employment as assistant 
general counsel of the Works Progress Administration. 	• 

Sometime in the fall or winter of the same year I was loaned by the 
Works Progress Administration to the Securities and Exchange 
Commission for the purpose of assisting in the preparation of litigation 
under the Public Utilities Holding Company Act. 	 . . 

I worked on that job until sometime in the late spring or early 
summer of 1936, at which time the work was. finished. I then ac-
cepted employment as chief counsel of a subcommittee of the Senate 
Committee on Education and Labor investigating civil liberties, under 
Senator Robert M. La Follette, Jr.. I resigned in early 1937 and be-
came a special assistant to the Attorney General hi charge of the trial 
section of the Antitrust Division of the Department of Justice. 

I resigned from the Government service during the summer of 1938, 
went to New York, and accepted employment as special counsel to 
the Amalgamated Clothing Workers of America. .1 continued in that. 
capacity until January 1948, at which time I resigned to become the 
general counsel of the Progressive Party, a position I now_liold. 

I think that covers it, Mr. Tavenner. • 	 • •• 	• 
Mr. TAVENNBIL Will you give us the circumstances, please, under 

which you were employed with the AAA, how_ you. obtained the 
position which you occupied in that agency? 	 • - 

Mr. ABT. Yes. I came to Washington originally on an offer that I 
received from Secretary of the Interior Ickes, to accept employment. 
in the Public Works Administration. On my arrival in Washington I 
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spoke to Mr. Jerome Frank, now Judge Frank, with whom I had been associated in the practice of law in Chicago, and Mr. Frank suggeste,I 
that I join the legal staff of the triple A, which I did. 

Mr. TAVENNER. In what capacity did you work on the legal staff 
of the AAA? 

Mr. ART. First as an attorney and later as Chief of theLitigatioa Section, but at all times primarily on litigation matters of the triple A. 
Mr. TAVENNER. Did you know Mr. Lee Pressman prior to your employment at AAA? 
Mr. Aire. My recollection is that I met him socially once or twice in Chicago prior to my employment with triple A. 	 , 
Mr. TAVENNER. And did you know Mr. Kramer prior to your 

employment there?' 
Mr. ART. No; I did not know Mr. Kramer prior to my employment 

at triple A. 	• 
Mr. TAVENNER. Did you know an individual by the name of 

Harold Ware? 
Mr. ART. Mr. Chairman, at this point, if I may, I should like to enter a continuing objection to any question dealing with my opinions or my associations, on the grounds that such questions violate my rights under the first amendment to the Constitution, and I should like to have that appear as a continuing objection to all questions dealing with such matters. If the Chair does not sustain that objec-

tion—and I take it from previous actions of the"committee that it will not rule on such objection-e-I shall decline to answer in the exercise of my constitutional privilege under the fifth amendment. 
Mr. WALTER. Then, as I understand, every time you refuse to answer a. question it is because of what you think your constitutional rights are? 
Mr. ABT. Yes, sir; and perhaps I should indicate on those ace-Ions 

I am invoking my constitutional privilege under the fifth amendment. 446'.1; Mr. WALTER. It is understood your refusal to answer will be on the 
ground of what you believe your rights to be wider the Constitution 
of the United States. 	 . 	. 	, 	• . 

Mr, ART. I would like to put it this  way, that when I say "the same grounds" or "for the reasons previously stated," it means that I object to the question because of my rights under the first amendment, and that objection not having been sustained, I therefore decline to answer the question in the exercise of my constitutional privilege under the fifth amendment. 	 ...1 
Mr. WALTER. Very well. 	 - - 	- 
You say you resigned your position with triple A in 1935? • Mr. ART. Yes. 
Mr. WALTER. Who was general counsel at that time? 
Mr. ART. That was subsequent to the time that Mr. Frank left the triple A, and as I recall—I am not certain of this—Mr. Wenchel was then general counsel of triple A. 	 • 
Mr. WALTER. Was it not a man who is now a member of the Federal Reserve Board? ' 
Mr. ART. No..- You are thinking of Chester Davis, who was Administrator of triple A, 
Mr. WALTER. Was the Administrator at the time you lefttriple A? Mr. ART. Yes. 	 . 	- 
Mr. WALTER. Who left at the time you did? 
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Mr. Arrr. (continuing). Pardon me. Thinking hack, I may have 
that Halperin name confused with another Halperin. Can you give 
me some other identification of the man? 

Mr. TAvtN-sEn. He was with OSS. 
Mr. Avr. No, to the best of my recollection I do not know the 

man. 
Mr. TAVENNER. Are you acquainted with Robert T. Miller III 

of the State Department? . 	• 
Mr. A. I don't recall the name, sir. , 
Mr. TavarrNEa. Did you ever attend a Comniunist Party meeting 

with Helen Tenney, T-e-n-n-e-y? • 
Mr. ART. You are doubling up on your questions again, it seems 

to me. 
Mr. TA VE.NNER. Do you know Helen Tenney? 
Mr. ART. To 'the best of my knowledge I do not. 
Mr. TAVENNER. Are you acquainted with Willard Park? 
Mr. Awr. To my knowledge I am not.- 

	
• 

Mr. TAVENNER. I•believe that is all, Mr. Chairman. 
Mr. WALTER. Any questions? - Mr. Nixon. 
Mr. NrxoN. No. 	 - 
Mr. WALTER. Mr. Velde. 
Mr. VELDE. No questions. 
Mr. WALTER. Aril-thing further, Mr. Tavenner?  
Mr. TAVENNER. That is all 	 • s Mr. WALTER. The committee stands adjourned until Wednesday . g 

morning, September 6, at 10:30. 
. (Thereupon, at 4 p. m., on Friday, September 1; 1950, an adjourn-
ment was taken until Wednesday, September 6, 1950, at 10:30 a. m.) 
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IIEARINGS REGARDING COMMUNISM IN TTIE UNITEL 
STATES GOTERDIEST-PART 2 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 1950 

UNITED STATES HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVE'S, 
SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE COMMITTEE ON 

UN-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES, 
Waglzingtort, D. C. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

A subcommittee of one of the Committee on Un-American Activi-
ties met, pursuant to notice, at 10:30 a. m. in room 226, Old House 
Office Building, Hon. Morgan M. Moulder presiding. • • 

Committee members present: Representatives Morgan M. Moulder, 
Richard M. Nixon (arriving as noted), and Harold H. Velde (arriving 
as noted). 

Staff members present: Louis J. Russell, senior investigator; Donald 
T. Appell, investigator; John W. Carrington, clerk; Benjamin Mantel. 
director of research; and A. S. Poore, editor. 	 • 

Mr. MOULDER. Have the record show that this hearing is conducted 
in executive session by Morgan M. Moulder, a member of the commitz- -- 
tee, as a subcommittee of one, as directed and authorized by the • 
Honorable John S. Wood, rhAirman of the Committee on Un-American 

- Activities. 
Would you hold up your right hand and be sworn, please. You 

solemnly swear the testimony you are about to give will be the truth, 
the whole truth,-and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. LOWENTHAL. I do. 

TESTIMONY OF MAX LOWENTHAL, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS 
. COUNSEL, BURTON K. WHEELER 

• 
Mr. RUSSELL. Will you state your full name? ' 
Mr. LOWENTHAL. Max Lowenthal. - 
Mr. RUSSELL. When and where were you born? 

• Mr. LOWENTHAL. 1888, Minneapolis, Minn: 
',Mr. RUSSELL, What is your present address? • 

Mr. LOWENTHAL. 467 Central Park West;- New York; and New 
Milford, Conn. 

Mr. RUSSELL. Mr. Lowenthal, you are appearing before the Coin-
mittee on Un-American Activities in response to a subpena which 
was accepted by your counsel, Mr. Wheeler? 

Mr. Lo wuvrn.i.z.. I assume so. • 	• • ,-• 
TotIntuni tsken In aszieutive Sei11011, /r_rewith rtirroe.: with unnttlinow, nl  tern vat Ii the cutr.ilittt‘t. 



APPENDIX 

For the purposes of reference, we append herewith information from 
the files of the Committee on. Un-American Activities_ regarding the 
Communist record and activities of some of the persons mentioned 

- JOHN J. ART.—Miss Elizabeth Bentley, a self-confessed Commu-
nist agent and courier, in. sworn testimony before the Committee on 
Un-American Activities on July 31, 1948, identified John Abt as a 
member of the Communist Party, in charge of a secret party group:,^ 
operating in Washington. ' On August 3, 1948, Whittaker Chambers, 
a self-confessed Communist espionage agent, in sworn testimony before . 
the Committee on Un-American Activities, identified John Abt as the 
leader of an underground group of the Communist Party operating in e' 
Washington. D. C. On August 24, 1948, Louis F. Budenz, former 
managing editor of the Daily Worker and farmer member of the 
National Committee of the Communist Party, U. S. A., testified before 
the Committee on Un-American Activities that he 'mew John Abt as 
a member of the Communist Party. On August 28, 1950, in sworn 
testimony before the Committee on Un-American Activities, Lee 
Pressman, a self-confessed former Communist, identified John Abt 
as a member, along with himself, of the Communist group in Wash-
ington, D. a, which was composed of persons employed by the 
United States Government. 	- 	• - 	' •  

On August 20, 1948, and again on September 1, 1930,Abt appeared 
before the Committee on Un-American Activities and'  was given an 
opportunity, to affirm or deny the charges which had been made 
against him. Upon both occasions, he refused to answer questions 
on grounds of self-incrimination. 	 . r 
' Jessica Ware Abt, the wife of John Abt, is the former Wife of Harold • 

Ware (deceased). Were was head of the. Communist group in Wash-
ington, of which John Abt was a member.' Jessica Abt was at one 
time an employee of the Soviet Embassy and is at present an editor 
of the Communist propaganda magazine Soviet Russia. Today. 

Mr. Abt has frequently contributed to the magazine Soviet Russia-r' 
Today, and has been associated with the. following Communist-front - 
organizations: National Lawyers Guild, Civil Rights Congress, and 
American Committee for Protection of Foreign Born. Mee he 
testified before the committee on August 20, 1948, Mr. Alit was a paid 
employee of the Progressive Party of America. . 	. 

Lotrisz BERMAN (formerly Louise Bransten).:--nuring the liearinrs 
regarding Communist infiltration of the motion-picture industry in 
October 1947 before the Committee on .Un.lunerican Activities, 
Louise Berman was identified as a native of Berkeley, Calif., and an 
heiress to a considerable-fortune. It was also brought out that Mrs. 
Berman is the former wife of Richard Bransten (also known as Bruce 
Minton), who was formerly owner of New Masses, a, Comiaunist 
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MASTER ALPHABETICAL INTIM 
A 

ABBOTT. Charlotte E. '36, 111 v.. 50th SL, NYC 22, Comm. 
Sec C g. S. Comm. on Housing 

ABEL, Gerard F. '52, ti Levine, 2622 338rrun Av., NYC 67 
ABEL, Raymond E. '37, 19 Vassar Pl., Scarsdale; NY, Artist 
ABELSON, Albert MD '30. 1 Jefferson Av., Rockville Center, 

NY. Phys. 
ABELSON. Rorie A. 401 E. 97th St., NYC 	1 
ABDELNOOR, Edmund I. AM '48, sns Park Ai., NYC 22. Reg. 

Asst., Gorr. Ref., Arahlon Amer. eil Co. 
ABRAHAM, Carl H. Mitt '43, 150 W. 5555, SL, NYC 19, Pres., 

Taste Mosier Pond Corp. 
AFPIANAM, William r. Arrin, 	358 Steombnal Rd., Great 

Neck, NY, Ec., United Nations 
ADRAMS, Abba '75, JD '15, 3710 Grand Cancoone, NYC MI, 

Ithhi 
ABRAMS, Lnverenee A. '35, 251 N. 49th St., Brenilyn 3, NY 
ABRAMS, Ruth J. '51, 118 Riveroide Dr., NYC 24 
ABRAPASOPI, Mrs. Ado S. (A. Abramowitz) AM '45, 14 Mar-

shall St., ApL 4-14, Irvington. NJ 
ABT, John I. '29,11i '26, 444 Centro! Park, IV., NYE' 25, Lase. 
ARIU.1.1)GHOD, Mrs. Janet L. 1.1 Lippman) '41, AM '51I, SOS 

Ewing Si., Princeton. NJ, Res., lost. of Ushon Studies L' of 
Penn. 

ACKER. Mrs. Joan R. 1J Robinson) All '48, 183 E. 99th SL, 
NYC 29 

ACKEIHEY, Lelond G. JO '11. 770-06 Davenpms Av., Querns 
Village 24, S71', Naterallostlen Examiner, LS Immigrallon 
Ninturnli7ation Serv. 

ACKERMAN. Monroe '40, 511 12, 335 Hollywood Av., Hillside, 
NJ. Atty., PM,., Rudd Er Ackerman 

ADAIR, Richard P. '41. Ansonia Station, lion 14, NYC :1 
ADAMS, Grant IL '40, 670  Ridgeway, 11.11110 h6sins, NY. Asst. 

Dlr., rotted !inv. Pond of NV 
ADOALIA, Charles J. '41, Adrian Florist Shop, Linden. NJ 
AMMO, Gaspar M. MD 	29.07 361h Av.. Long Islam' City 

6, NY. Phys. 
ADAMS, Evelyn E. '45, cis,. MT/ '49, 290 Columbia Av., Polk 

miles, NJ 
ADAMS, Hannah M, AM '34, 61 E. 90th St., NYC 28, Dir. of 

Data k Stat., Nall. Dd., 'YWCA 
ADAMS. Mrs. Noma P. (Osceola McCarthy) '14, 42 W. 120111 

, NYC 27. haste., Amer. Theater Wing 
ADASKO, Joseph '44, 35•13 114th SL, Jackson Heights, NY 
ADELMAN. Eogene H. Alt 17, 503 Orrommount Av., RhIgefirld, 

NJ, Sm., NIP., Adelmon's Stathwery Co., 
AGRASIE, Mrs. M. A. (klaiJotle Ewing) '42, 14201 %Rine ltd., Jamaica 2, NV 
AGNEW, 1 Eletehm '16, 135 IV. Lath St., NYC Ti 
AIDENOFF. Abraham '34, IT W. 82nd St., NYC 24, Slot., Slat 

US., Poked Nations 
ALDRICH. Julien C. '22, 7-11 Washington Sq., N.. NYC  

'40, 253 IV. 3601 St.. NYC 10, Tech. lUnzlra 

ALEXANDER, Mn, Albert E. 1)46r3,  Jane Delches) '44, AM 49. sfi-nr. mash tit , Hollis 27, NY 
ALEXANDER, Paul S. DR '54.-17,'CourtarY-M.:Nr,OTAirgh;724 
ALEXANDER, Mrs. Pool S. (Cynthia Woolf ',53, 22, Courtney 

Av , Nroloirsh. Ni , kindettarten Teacher,-  "Mother Country dist,' se), 
ALEXANDER, Ralph S. 1911) '15, s,lt. Of hue.,  CI:, NYC 27 
ALEORD, Soot 'in, 770 limns Hirer la, thronskille, NY, Res. 

(11”111., 	 Ihnrfleistion Loh„ 
ALLEN. lens Alfred J. (Margaret Storni) '28, 162.03 94th Dr., Jamul],  n 
ALIEN, Mrs, Chester B. fmrt Reevel 1112 '35, 224 N. lloun• lain Ar., Montrinie, NJ, Pot, I.flys, 
ALLEN, Dorothy K, AM '51, 385 MulrY Lane, Lawrence, NY. 

LW., No. 6 Elem, Sch. 

ALLEN, Kaye R. '34, 1695 E, 21,1 St.. Brooklyn 10, NY, Barnard 
Coll. Placement OR. 

ALLEN, Mrs, Georg. (11elen•Eicher) '19, 4 Ridge Rd., Co. Colo 
C 

ALLEN, Mn, 1. R. (Josephine Kelly) '40, 2 Assisi iVaY, hor• 
walk. C, Phys. Therapist 

ALLEN. William H. '97, 14 E. 28th St., NYC 16, bk., list. tot 
Pub. Secs. 

ALLINSMITH, Harry B. '19. 14 Maryland Rd., Ilapleenrol, NJ, 
VP A Dlr., Wrstrex Corp. 

ALLINSMITH, Mn. Harry B. (Corinne Min).  '19, 14 llaryLwid 
d . Maplewood, NJ 

ALMOND, Gabriel A. '32, PhD MA, Center of taternational 
Studies, Prinerton C., Princeton, NJ, Res. AMC. 

ALFOINty10, Gerard J. III) 'JB, 522 Church St., Norio., NJ,. 

ALPHONSO, Mrs. Gerald (Mary lfatrongol) '43, 1141 151111 
St.. Jackson Heights, NY, Sec. 

ALSOP, William O. SM 	PhD '39, 53 West End Av., Ouzo. 
mit. NJ 

ALT, Edward E., Jr. '38, 18 Saddle Ranch Lane, LLIIIHaIr, NJ 
ALTMAN. Jorob Mb '33,333 W, 37th St., NYC 19, hive 
ALTMAN, Mrs. Irving (Patricia Fronk) AM '32 71411 11.1th 

SI.. Pole,t MID, NY. Trochee, C111.711 , LI City EIS 
AMOS, Paul S. A8f '41, YMCA. 600 Broad St., Newark 5, NJ. 

LIS , Bus. Lib. of Newark Pub. Lib. 
AMRAM, Mr.. Barbara (R, Flowerman) AM '35, 313 E. 75th 

St., NYC 71, Psychiatric Soc. Worker 
ANDERSEN. Arnold '39, % Dr. Richard Singer, 410 E. 31th St.. 

NYC 
ANDERSON, Charles S. '26, Old White. Plains Rd., Mariam-

neck, NY, Owner, Anderson's 
ANDERSON, Emmons, T. '36. 130 Prospect St , tan Oranee, NJ 
ANDERSON, Paul 1. Mil  '53. 9 E. 071h St., NYC 19, NY, Res/- 

ot Phys., Dept. of Neurology, Mt Sinai Hose. 
ANDERSON, Mrs. Theodor. W„ Jr. LI3orothy Fisher) AM '42, 

401 W.11801 SI., NYC 27 
ANDERSON, Williorn It Mb '49, L'S Marine Hosp., Stapittan, 

NY, Phys. 
ANIDO, Pauline '30, Crompond, NY 
ANDRESS, Charlotte F. AM '41, 102 E./Ind St., NYC 2/. Dlr., 

Vouch Sens. Div., Fed. of Protestant Welfare Agrocir5 
ANDRESS, Mrs. Grace P. (0. Pohlman) '14, 253 E, 62m/ 7!.. 

Apt. 3A. NYC 21 
ANTHES, Amy 5. '23,80 Orlon/ Av, Irvington II, NJ 
ANTHES, tots M. All '34, 80 Orange Av., Irvington 11, NJ 
ANTHONY, Cara A. '17, Pound Ridge, NV, Pont, CAM, deg  P 

,1f naggers 
APPEV Phys

, 
David H. 7.11) '34, 690 Linden Blvd.. Brooklyn 3, N   

ARCHIBALD, Ralph B 	'27, 43.19 /91nd St., Flushing, NY, 
Pre.. Muth., alarm, 13,11. 

ARCOMANO, Joseph P. '47,3113 '49, 131.11 Seoard 
. 	• 	. 

ASCU!, M.!. Jam.. S., Jr. (Froticei illudgett) '31, St Tullio 
Av. No. 1,2, Floral Park, KY 

ARENWALD, Walter P. ,AM NO, 104.02A 67th Av„. Fred. Mead-
- UK} 65,NY, Atty., Gairtsburg. Gottlieb. Levitais &Kole _ 

ARG1RY, Linda 111 '52, 1230 Amsterdam, NYC 27 
ARISE, Edmund 1. 510A'40, 73 Hemlock St., Brooklyn. NY 
ARKIN, Arthur M. '42, 1215 hark Av., 241C, Psychiatrist 
ARLOOK, Martin M. '51, '00 FaIrvlov Av., Jenny City 4, NJ, 

f asr. 
ARMITAGE Harry 17 '1,, 133 Ittoldw.ny, Rol, 3002, Woolworth 

111.1g., NYC, Soles Mar.. Emery Indus. Inc. 
ARNAULT. Maroarel V. All '40, 3 E. Maple Av., Bound Brook, 

NJ 
ARNOLD, Philip W. '53, 637 E. 26th St., Brooklyn 10, NY 
ARNOLD. Wayne '42, Rte. 5, Ridgefield, C, Physicist. Oil Well 

Logging 


