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 T

he m
essage is the 

sam
e: racial purity. C

om
m

unists have 

been added to blacks as targets for their 

anger. T
he K

u K
lux K

lan has been burn-

ing crosses again. 
D

isruptions of rallies in C
olum

bus, 

O
hio, and P

resident C
arter's hom

e tow
n 

of P
lains, G

a., m
ade front page new

s 

across A
m

erica. T
here have been tor-

chlight rallies scattered from
 N

ew
 Y

ork 

to C
alifornia. 

B
ut is there really-a resurgence? 

T
he K

lan says yes, but nobody else 

does. 
"W

e're grow
ing trem

endously," said 

R
obert S

helton, im
perial w

izard of the 

U
nited K

lans of A
m

erica from
 his hom

e 

in T
uscaloosa, A

la. "W
e'll be taking a 

m
ore aggressive position in the com

ing  m
onths; you're going to see a lot m

ore of 

us." 
B

ut long-tim
e K

lan observers say the 

recent high visibility of "
th

e invisible 

em
pire" far outpaces its influence. 

T
he K

lan is called "a relic of antiquity 

th
at d

o
esn

't am
o
u
n
t to

 an
y
th

in
g
" b

y
 

form
er U

.S
. R

ep. C
harles W

eltner, an 

A
tlanta S

uperior C
ourt judge. W

eltner 

w
as a leader in

 a m
id-1960s H

ouse in-

vestigation of the K
K

K
. 

T
he A

nti-D
efam

ation L
eagu

e of B
'nai 

B
'rith

 said
 th

e K
lan

, n
o
 frien

d
 o

f 

A
m

erican Jew
s, is no longer of m

uch 

consequence. T
he R

ev. Joseph L
ow

ery, 

h
ead

 o
f th

e S
o
u
th

ern
 L

ead
ersh

ip
 

C
onference w

hich w
as founded by R

ev. 

M
artin

 L
u
th

er K
in

g
 Jr., said

 h
e n

o
 

longer thinks or w
orries about the K

K
K

.  

T
h
e F

B
I said

 it n
o
 lo

n
g
er co

u
n
ts 

m
em

bership in the K
K

K
 but estim

ated 

three years ago that there w
ere about 

1,200 hard-core m
em

bers of various 

K
lans. 
A

 national headcount that low
 is "real-

ly ridiculous," said Im
perial W

izard B
ill 

W
ilk

in
so

n
 o

f th
e In

v
isib

le E
m

p
ire, 

K
nights of the K

u K
lux K

lan, a L
oui-

siana group. 
N

eith
er h

e n
o
r o

th
er 'riv

al K
lan

 

lead
ers w

ill g
iv

e fig
u
res, so

 actu
al 

m
em

bership is unclear. put it is clear 

that the K
lans have em

barked on a new
 

strategy —
 one of speaking out, going to 

court and going after recruits —
 after at 

least a decade in decline. 

T
hey still advocate separation of the 

races and adm
it no blacks or Jew

s. B
ut  

their rallies now
 contain m

ore denuncia-

tions of C
om

m
unists in the governm

ent 

and left-w
ingers in general than racial 

vilifications. 
So far there's little evidence of new

 in-

terest in K
lan m

em
bership. O

utsiders 

say K
K

K
 ranks rem

ain tiny. 

W
eltner said that in the 1960s the K

lan 

w
as indeed grow

ing and had reached as 

m
any as 15,000 m

em
bers. 

"It could have been a very dangerous 

force in the com
m

unity," he said. B
ut he 

said exposure through the congressional 

hearings defused it. 
"It's still defused," he said. 
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In 1941, Josef S

talin succeeded V
.M

 

M
olotov as Soviet prem

ier, 


