
The reporter of the century has 
written the book of the year. 

No American correspondent has been closer than Arthur Krock to 

the great men and dramatic events of the twentieth century. Versailles and 

Washington, Hyde Park and Hyannis Port—he was there. 

Observing. Participating. 
Arthur Krock saw FDR plan a secret meeting with 

Hitler. He listened to Harry Truman's private confession of 

his"worst"blunder. And, as a close personal friend, he watched the shocking 

deterioration of James V. Forrestal. 
Now, in his Memoirs, Arthur 

Krock shares the remarkable experi-

ences and sharp insights that won 
duet Pulitzer Prizes for hire. He dis- 

closes for the first time what John Kennedy said privately 

after the Bay of Pigs. He publishes 

the full text of Clark Clifford's 

memorandum, top-secret until 

now, that was so influential in 

shaping the Marshall Plan and 

the Truman Doctrine. And he tells of Lyndon 

Johnson's efforts to be named as Adlai Stevenson's 

ARykithwuxx ,  

Memoirs, 

va  
simyykai, 

h e 

Th. 1  ni Lure 

vice presidential running mate. 

Without question, Ar-

thur Krock's Memoirs will be 

quoted and discussed by in-

formed citizens everywhere. 
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oyster 

A
rthur K

 rock is a m
an of such venerable age that he 

w
as a W

ash
in

gton
 corresp

on
d

en
t b

efore m
ost of th

e 
p

resen
t p

ractition
ers w

ere b
orn

. H
e is also a m

an
 of 

su
ch

 d
u

rab
le vigor th

at h
e w

as still w
ritin

g in
 T

h
e N

ew
 

Y
ork T

im
es ab

ou
t th

is su
m

m
er's p

olitical fiestas. 
H

e is b
esid

es a m
an

 of su
ch

 O
lym

p
ian

 d
ign

ity as to 
aw

e b
oth

 h
is read

ers an
d

 h
is colleagu

es. H
e ad

d
resses 

office b
oys as "

m
ister,"

 an
d

 even
 a 30-year acq

u
ain

t. 
anceship em

boldens few
 to call him

 A
rthur. E

very P
res-

ident since W
oodrow

 W
ilson has felt his darts as if they 

w
ere th

u
n

d
erb

olts. A
n

d
 every read

er of h
is d

isp
atch

es 
has reacted, w

hether in anger or agreem
ent, as if to the 

pronouncem
ents of Jove. 

O
u

t of so lon
g a life A

rth
u

r K
rock

 h
as p

reviou
sly 

carved one book. In
 th

e N
ation

 w
as a com

pilation of his 
w

ritin
gs in

 T
h

e N
ew

 Y
ork T

im
es from

 th
e early N

ew
 

D
eal to th

e b
irth

 of th
e G

reat S
ociety. 

--N
ew

-ou
t of th

at sam
e. life-M

r. K
rock

 h
aw

 set d
ow

n
 

his rem
iniscences. 

A
t th

e sam
e tim

e, h
avin

g seen
 m

u
ch

 of h
istory -

four w
ars, three peace conferences, boom

s and depres-
sion

s, C
on

stitu
tion

al crises an
d

 social u
p

h
eavals M

r. 
K

rock
 is n

o m
an

 to stan
d

 silen
t ab

ou
t th

e p
resen

t. A
n

d
 

h
e con

fesses to a "
visceral"

 fear, arisin
g from

 w
h

at h
e 

has seen of the m
ism

anagem
ent of our econom

ic affairs, 
th

e m
isju

d
gm

en
ts in

 ou
r foreign

 affairs an
d

 th
e m

is-
osse

---
-
-ax

o
se

c
ia

F
razoltsticar aft 

h
om

e. T
h

at fear, h
e says, "

is th
at th

e ten
u

re of th
e 

U
nited-S

tates as tire first p
ow

er of d
ievortd-m

ay b
e 

th
elrielest in

 h
istory."

 
Y

et in
 sp

ite of th
is grim

 verd
ict, h

is are ch
eerfu

l 
m

em
oirs. M

r. K
rock

 is h
ere m

ore jovial th
an

 Jovek
t, 

in
 style as w

ell as con
ten

t. A
n

d
 h

e h
as a lot to talk

 
about. T

he fourth generation of m
ixed G

erm
an-Jew

ish-
A

n
glo-S

axon
 stock

, h
e w

as b
orn

 in
 K

en
tu

ck
y in

 1886. 

V
erm

o
n

t R
o

yster is th
e ed

ito
r 

of 
T

h
e W

all S
treet 

Journal. 

• 
E

ris fam
ily w

as not afffuere, and so though he m
atricu-

lated
 at P

rin
ceton

 h
e h

ad
 to fin

ish
 h

is ed
u

cation
 at 

L
ew

is Institute in C
hicago. B

ack in K
entucky and faced 

w
ith

 th
e n

ecessity of su
p

p
oilin

g h
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self, h
e got a n

ew
s-

p
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er job
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y p
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d
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w
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u
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T
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s, in
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d
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g a stin
t as W

ash
in

gton
 corresp

on
d

en
t 

for th
e L

ou
isville C

ou
rier-Jou

rn
al an

d
 an

 assign
m

en
t 

to cover th
e 1918.1919 p

eace con
feren

ce in
 P

aris. T
h

e 
a

 

latter, as it tu
rn

ed
 ou

t, w
as ju

st a d
evice of th

e h
om

e 
office to get h

im
 ou

t of th
e w

ay. In
 th

e early 1920s h
e 

joined 
T

h
e N

ew
 Y

o
rk

 W
o

rld
, of h

allow
ed

 m
em

ory, 
w

here both he and it had as m
any dow

ns as ups. 
H

e escap
ed

 to T
h

e N
ew

 Y
ork T

im
es as an

 ed
itorial 

w
riter ju

st b
efore th

e W
orld fell ap

art, an
d

 in
 1931 

su
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ected
 h

e m
igh

t again
 h

ave b
een

 b
an

ish
ed

 w
h

en
 th

e 
T

im
es sen

t h
im

 to W
ash
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gton

 after oth
ers h

ad
 b

een
 

offered the post and turned it dow
n. A

t the age of forty-
five h

e w
as ob

viou
sly n

ot p
rescien

t. 
In

evitab
ly, h

ow
ever, th

e n
ext 30 years p

rovid
e th

e 
m

ajor in
terest an

d
 excitem

en
t in

 th
ese m

em
oirs, for 

th
ese em

b
race th

e years from
 H

erb
ert H

oover to L
yn

-
don Johnson. 

A
n

d
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 d
o
n

't h
a
v
e to
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g
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e K
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d

gm
en

ts on
 p

eop
le to savor th

eir flavor. 
H

erb
ert H

oover h
e fou

n
d

 "
w

arm
, w

itty an
d

 forcefu
l 

in
 p

rivate"
 for all th

at h
e seem

ed
 cold

 an
d

 h
eavy in

 
p

u
b

lic. H
e th

ou
gh

t F
.D

.R
.'s virtu

es in
clu

d
ed

 a sin
cere 

d
evotion

 to u
p

liftin
g th

e u
n

d
erp

rivileged
, a q

u
ick

 m
in

d
, -

hum
an com

passion; his defects w
ere a "lack of intellec-

tu
al d

ep
th

; too great a relian
ce . .. on

 w
h

at is clever 

H
arry T

rum
an, he thinks, "curiously com

bines petti-
ness w

ith greatness"; but "nearly invariably he show
ed 

com
p

lete cou
rage in

 m
ak

in
g m

om
en

tou
s d

ecision
s an

d
 

an
 iron
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b
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ep
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ack
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ose d
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s."
 In
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H
is relation

s w
ith

 th
e K
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ys, w
h

ich
 h
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n
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n
,g

th
a
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eras 

of th
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but-did-nnt- tivirrir -M
etre- sneem
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er-L
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-
don Johnson he has m
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nizing his virtues. 	
____ 
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