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Scandals in ”“Koreas Provoke

; ; ‘ISEOUL South I\orea—Ma]or scan-
L dAls that overtook North and South
e orea in swilt succession have
+ prompted the rival countries to inten-
4: sify their international propaganda
~match. In both cases the policy is the
,same Blacken thy neighbor by ex-
% ploitmg his:problems to the maximum
: ile concealing your own.
}'-‘.‘_ ‘hus the people-of South Korea
“’knbw the ‘“gangster” government to

; ably crude
' formed Westerners. With a;more open °

.,Iorm the North -Koreans fhat their
c_hplomats were cdught smuggling.

:. Both regimes in the divided penin-

7 sula use control of the news as a dip-

‘lomatm .and political weapon. Virtu-
! ally closed to the outside world, North
. Korea conditions its people to militar-

i istie hatred of the Seoul government

. with a peopaganda mix of half-truths .

and exaggerations that seem laugh-
to moderately well-in-

dents" Assaciation in Japan explamed
the’ smugghng allegations’ as a mis-
understanding or a trap spriinig by
the, diabolically" clever agents of.the
South Korean Central Intelhgence
Agengy.

The bribery. allegations that ‘sullied

_ the name of South Korean's .dictato-

rial ruler were every bit as mortifying
to the. South Koreans and a mews

and remalns tcﬂ;aIJ)r

J:hé North has been caught peddling
“smuggled liqugr, cigarettes and hash-.; society, the Sout
'nish\tlthrough "its ‘embassies i’ ‘Seandina-
Yia cou.ntnes They do ‘not,’ however‘ 4

U

ceptive.. .

s dlleged to. have, dxrected -a“schemes: last month, “South
to pay -, "off ¥ U.S., cOngreSsmgm The:?‘

-Seo}d government has'su ressed that

S NEws. ki SR

f§-;1 Tfie North Koreauk haye a QIStorte
~‘version of the other half of- the!stox
“They know from tif : €
iNews Agency*(KGN 5 the'
--_*Chu & Hee “puppet chque"—psome
! times identified as "the ferocious hus| de
f'}man ‘scum”—are--aceused of bn"bing; il
“ithe *US imperidlists.” While condem- -
 Ining ithe south for censoring all news
‘of the bribery scandal, Pyongyang's
.‘propalgandlsts have neglected to in-

Korean e

Korean approach:is: haye lexplained® lﬁ%
:stbtle, manipula Ve and equally de-

“"When thq smugghng story brdke

b orean dlplumats .,

quickly cm:mggt erog 9
rt Rfdi‘plom

tmfdu ‘Tokyo, ‘sufgest

the: Pyon angtf’diplgmats fwere or:'
off he land “and trans-

i_deas mto AC- i

? 'é;, facts aﬂd ‘the
questions ‘of unconstrained \Teporters,
officials" of the N‘orth Kprean Resi-

~as disinfer tion® ¥

ton-based South Korean: rep-o :t ers E-
en patrmtic §§.~h§ re§traiﬂ§,by,thé same

corre ondents h»gamst—' lin unprb-_
vem fhs 1 e

revent’” anti- ‘nlerlcan
. wouid-’ﬁfollo the
i+ people foundy 2L i
. gence agericies may have' bugged Pres-
ac--i-ident Ps.rk‘shlue ‘House IQencé

T With its own dxplum spegged” as.
smugglers, the KCNA ’dEnoﬁnced
South Korea's diplomats ias” intelki-"
gence agents. ‘The polemic. waxed

| -

a War of Words

fierce and purple. The South Korean
government was accused m an Oct. 26
dispatch from Pyongyang of “fin-de-si-
ecle desperatlon o

Interwoven-with what purported to
‘be information from such papers as
The Washington Post, The New York
Times and the Los Angeles Times,
was slanderous and totally fictitous
material:  “According to information
revealed, the Pak Jung Hi puppet.cli-
que’ have regularly nrovided South
Korear' weﬁigﬁ,ﬁta U.S. ‘Secretaw' of
State Kisshxger” LR

-KCNA: stated_ag fact that' ex«Pres;-

dent Nixon received $500,000° ‘in. eam- : i
paigp enr;trlbntgéna from South Ko- g:ythe w 4 relgn svmw theu': s
. another instanceof ' blatant i f

rea..
pro&agandm KCNA stated: athe “Souti’
 milliofri gift 4t

- Koreans cfferedh.,
! thef*znfé oi Tord
m - 3

munique marked a brief effort;by the .
two. Koreas! to. eng‘otlate their dif{er
ences, they agreed to-cease uadm&m-
'sults. When the talks broke down the -
_following year, the unremitting verbal
hostﬂﬁy‘ returned in full spate. A
South - Korean official calls it
“unfortunate, but inevitable.”

While its credibility abroad is gen-
erally poor, the North Korean press
may be accepted at face value in .
North Korea's highly controlled soci-
ety. South Korea, which enjoyed a rel-
atively free press until four years ago,
is moving in the same direction with
management: of the news, press re- .
straint and intolerance of criticism.

-Internally, the. government now has

‘total control. over the press so sup-

‘pression- of the Washington pay-off
- scandal was. easily. managed., Publica:
~ tion of foreign-written news.is permit-
ted but in & selective anher that
gives the. S;outh Koreans a false'idea

io &) en’ all-expe

pald trips‘to South Knre 'Those Who
. have visited the:country before main-
. tain they are ‘able to see dissident fig-1

. ures and: wntmbalﬁnced reports; New-

.eomers frequently complain: that"they

“are submerged in heetic ‘whirls from

orre government office’ to'the next in
what seems a deliberate attempt fo
use up all their time and energy. o




