SRS

—

r

.‘/Wt,?rv\? ¢

“areh 17, 190§

ire Amren ¥phn, tig, Tdr,.
Eetropeliten Crime Sormmiszeisn

1107 Uetisnezl Benk of Commerce Bldg.
Tew Orleens, la, 70112

Dear r, Ibnhm,

1 do walen 2 your sistement thet you hed nothing to dc with bringing
Guy Banister tc New Orlesns, &y informstion wes from neot fewer then twe loosl
revorters of #ood repute. 1 hed no resson not to eredit it.

‘here nre somc tuings on wiich we eeem to egree, Urime jg bad. Officizls
ere ne more priveleged to violste the lew than opdinary eitizens. .rime shoulc be
punished.,

Fhet troibles me ir your selective bmele for settins yourself up us
an expert, your selective interpretetion of erime. In context, you huve becone
ote of the mors articulete defenders of the gresiest crime in » mndern society,
vikether this is peur intention of not. You esy, "'ine is no' the kind of ego
vhich esn lemd me to believe thet my investigstive e-pacitiee excesd those of dhe
combined federsl epenciee”, ocu 8dd, "Nor hsve I the cynieism to believs,XEEs
#lthout elearecut proof, th=t » veet conepirecy existed tec delude ths public
sbout the murder »f John Ee nedy.”

Theee are 2ot reslly proper formuletions. They crs the evasiona of
& gifted mind. For exsmple, th: guestisn 1e nmot et ell one of "eepscities”.
‘het dpes it profit ues for tue FBI to have conducted 15,000 investigutions if
they fziled to conduct the right ones? They hsed the ecapemecity Ior more toan
15,000, Gne of the more elsborste inquir'es was intended to prove tami Uswald's
publec haire were or DOsweld' blenket (as thouzbt this sho 1@ hsve interested
enyone other then hie« wife)s To prove that Deweld's blenket {s Usssld's blanket is
lik proving thet coon i: middsy. But how the lesrned yokels oohed arnd sehed
nver the "science”. *hi- is not investigoticn; it i: deecention. ke qusstion,
rether then cerccity, ig of work done, the product of the irnvestigation. You have
the intelligence and ycu heve th mesns - m?ro. you v 1d have the technicel skille
to learn for yoursslf., You heve feiled tc. “cu refuse %o zud you will continue
to refuce to. Yeb orimee were comitted in your city, where you pretend in lesd
a Tight sgeint c - ime, Feders]l power wse involived in these erimes, Unfortunstely,
there sre =0 Tew who will fight sssinet cny federsrl bDower., Hew cle rly I recull the
result from Germgny. Perjury, fer exsmrls, wae not only committed, it wus then
protected by federal power, which wanted thot perjurr oné therefeore protected it,
One of your more resvected members wee s loud party to one of tle groasser frameuns
in which hirtory sni the future of #11 of us, in my belief, l=zoc frzmed. N=ed
4+ ggsure you - de not expect yau to taugle with nim? Te me, ha mn you wil! newer
fight = ecrime ne great Bs o §;i;aﬂ enmrdt « =nd © dmow he had no such intention.
But thet is {maeteriel, hat Be iz i: what i= meteris)., **e tokdsy finaneces ¢m in
other weys Lelps criminsls, those who meiw a care<r € slsndering tne innocent
for fusir rere 1 gein., Yo wme, this is a crime, & greet ¢ iminslity. iou werk
for bim, *-u 8oy vou flzht crime, I finé these thinge inecnsietent.
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there wee 2 "vest” (pull your elbow besck, lir, “ohn}) conmbpirecy to "delude the
public”. Is thet =11 thst we: done il the Tarren report is not beyond question
100% true? I revert ogsin to your formulstions, for trey sre net forthright.

The question iz net one of cynieciam but of faect. Have you looke: for the "elesar-
cut proof"? "hat will you db 1f 1 deliver it to you, personelly? Iet me limit thet
to “ew firleans, ¥~ make it easler frr you. Will you do snything et ell? Hext I
shoul? egk {2 you'd survive the effort, should vou meke 14}
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I groure from vour ststement that you would agree thet any officisl
miarepresentetion of the faet, “now)when made %o be felse, ie both morslly and
legally wrong. Yet lo-k st what you heve acuepted in toisl silence, seve for
jeining the pack sgeinst Yarricon sgsint

DPwan ~ndrowe swesrs he committed federsl perjury in your city and the
federsl authoritiss 4o nothing mbout it;

One of the doetors who performe’ the President's autopsy perjure. hime
gell; eome of your more prominept citizene perjured themselves (and large numte rs,
kmowing it, rem=in silent).

Perjury is a crime, no less if committed in fecersl jurisdietion. Andrews
véoluntarily procl:-ime his. How esc you be @ crime fighter and silent? How can
you feil %o demounce the federel crime suthorities whe are silent erd by their
sidkpee and Yolersnes compound the crime - end protect 1t? It 1s this I fix on
becauge it is sc clesr, sc open, so welleknown %o you. Here is s crime of wich
you kave kmowvledge. How csn you pretend feirness in ycur approsch withou: doing
every single thing withén your cepebility to fisht +hi: crime? How c¢sn there
ever be rescect for lsw, justice and tvheir admimistrstors when everyone in your
city krowe this mep hes bregged about his sericus crime, firm in his belief he
would net be punichef, cnd he is not punished? Ies this the wey you indoctrinste
your youth, teeen them vha® ig right snd what iz wrong? Your mombers include the
clergr., Is this iheir bellef, thet o7 their religions? Their concaepts of Tignting
crime?

I do indesd seel truth snd fact ond justice. Undike you, 1 do it
without suppert of sny kind, without #ncome, et my own prenae. I reccgnize
your werds says this is what you »lso seek. But I see & differsnce between your
worde and your performance. I wuld like very much for you to joiln me in publie
Gemand for the punishment of this so léudly bregred ebout crime,

I go further and give you thie chellenge: OGsrrison hss chesrged Shew with
two counts of perjury. I will therefore not adliress these. You mey be unavsre of 1%,
but once he wes chsrged 4 practieglly nevar mentionsd him end then restricted my-
self to whet the pspers carried. Thic wes not the sum of my information. But L ask
7ou what would you do if 4 deliver to you uoc mentery vroof thet he did perjure
himeslf and wes not elons in 1t%? *ou =re his defender. I tell you his decision

wes schiaved by false testimony. “het will you d4r% Is this slse not % crime?

fou conelude with fine worde: "I shell continue to fight injusties znd
corruption to the 1imit of my sbilities", ‘nis 4= ~het I, certainly, want. I have
cited crime, injustice snd earruntion tc you. I welcnms your jolnine the fight
szeinst 14, no motier how lote in thoses cresa of clesest interast % me.

T wevld 1llke to expand 2 bit on the corruption. %What will you do it
I deliver to you eredible evidence of messive efforks %o corupt the recent cese?
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I cen do it, with evidencs you cen produss in cours. ‘his wil’' immlude the
statemenic of perticiponts, thoss of repuisble strangers who overhessrd some af
i, those oi people consulted. ‘nis is not merely corrupt, nor is it only
wrong. “hic is whet et ikes at the very sould of justice. But will vou tengle wiih
those very powerful offenders? Dare you?

Gerriscn end¢ 1 ars nct now sn’ nev:r bksve been close personslly, I em
net bis blind defender. I am, for exsmple, not st & 1 sstiefied thet t& best

pogsible case ws: presented. And I am in posszession of no informstion that warrsnts

your uee ol these words:"sllegeticnc of crimes comuitted by Garrison® end members
cs hi- steff", I knew of one cerefully-contrived phoney the falsity »7 which hes
slready ' en establiched end I cen, by entirely different meams, fcr you. Entrap=-
ment is eleo e ¢ ime, even in lLew Crlesns, lir, Kohn, I heve yet to h-sr your
denuncistions of kr. Emnicos snd Hevwsweek, Hovever, if wou by eoms strsnge mie=
vnderstanding belleve ths chief of polliee ie clese to Garrisom anc do not trust
his investigstion, mtich showe thst the tepe wee edited, I wil: give you %he nsme
of & reporter not irom New OUrleane who wes véeluntarily and in aeteil told by
Besubeauf thst no efiort wa. msd to eiiuer corr.pt or pressure him,

Carrlson adiso hes churges 2gzsinst lLayton “artens. lertens = ught me out
in “ovember 1667 to enlist my sid for him in cop.ing s plea, I told oim I weuld
not spesk to nim without his lswyer's ssseni. ile phoned back, pmending ke has
tbis ssseunt, &nc remewed the reqguest. I reluse. to see him, i tcld him oaly itust
1 would %ell Gerrison of his cell. I did, Garrisgon would heve nething to do with
it. Leter the police charge. “‘asrisns with sttenpted murder. “e éid plsnt ¢ knife
to its hilt in snother's guts. With the police plecing the chargs, with his
slready having & cose againset -‘artemm, why 4id not Garrisom ihen reslly throw
the book sgsinst his enemy? He did not prosecuie. Those seme "criminels" szeinst
whom you inveigh did net end w uid not beesusc they vere ertisfied that, within
the mesning of tn law, the men wes not guilty.

L

50, having in =11 the meny stories 1 huvs read, seen only this contrie
vance by an on-the-meke oppssing levwyer a= even sn unsubstsnti:ted "sllegetion”,
the word you ere eareful to use, I s ivteresied in what oiher "ellegetions"
you meke agsinst which "members o! the stafi", I happen ic hola some hign in oy
esteen.

Flease do nci misunderstsnd me. : sn noi ssying tuet if Garrisen ie
wrong he amust be iwune from retibbution. But I am seying that those who utilize

a situetion in woich federel power ie go he=vily involved, ore in which it hes been

g0 openly misueed (es you eertaiuly shbouli have leermned without @ifliculty, Led you
tiied), to burl polisiesl chsrges &t him, meke unsubst ntiel clidms nens of whibh
are ever detwiled, become partisans of t grestast orime in mod rn scclety: =zbuse
of federal power. ‘his is a kid-gloved Hitleriem, nc mstter what the litersry =il
legal commetocloglste do with ite ©ith an eleciisn =0 closze, there is 8 proper wey.
ith the elsction so closs, ths other znd dubious efforte serve vhet dn zot, io
me, seam to be honorstls purposes.

I bave esnswered you &t zome length, deosplts the lingaring of a debili-
tating fever, for .1 would like to believe anld dox lovk far mesningful sassurances
thet you zid your group are nothing but genuine, only impsrtisl, not nery of
the enormous csmpaign o whien Jarrison has been zubjected only becsuse of his
position on the Ksnnedy sssassinat one. I very much want truth snd justice. I will
sbow you W.at * balieve to be erimes in iJew Orlsens if you will show me the detere
minetion %t~ do whst iz proper sbout tiem. Unt 1 then, for whatever it is worth to

you, from my observation you arec defestinz yourselves.
Hneerely. Herecld Feisbarse



