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F
lanigan being grilled w

ith no 
h
o
ld

s b
arred

 b
y
 S

en
s. J. W

. 
F

u
I•b

rig
h

t (D
-A

rk
.), F

ran
k

 
C

hurch (D
-Idaho), S

tuart S
ym

-
in

g
to

n
 (D

-M
o
.), E

d
m

u
n
d
 S

, 
M

u
sk

ie (D
-M

ain
e) an

d
 o

th
er 

m
em

b
ers o

f th
e S

en
ate F

o
r-

eign R
elations C

om
m

ittee has 
arisen

 as th
e resu

lt o
f a little-

noticed parliam
entary m

aneu-
ver on the S

enate floor. 
F

lan
ig

an
, w

h
am

 S
en

. Jo
h
n
 

V
. T

u
n

n
ey

 (D
-C

alif.) ex
co

r-
iated recently as the m

an w
ho 

"carries the m
ail" for big busi-

ness in th
e N

ixo
n adm

inistra-
tio

n
, h

as m
an

ag
ed

 to
 av

o
id

 
b
ein

g
 su

b
jected

 to
 in

ten
siv

e 
q
u
estio

n
in

g
 o

n
 C

ap
ito

l H
ill 

through invocation of the doc-
trine of executive privilege. 

H
e ap

p
eared

 b
riefly

 b
efo

re  the S
enate Judiciary C

om
m

it-
tee to answ

er questions about 
the IT

T
 case, but under lim

ita-
tions as to w

hat could be asked 
him

. 
M

any senators w
ould love to 

question him
, w

ith his protec-
tiv

e ro
b
e o

f ex
ecu

tiv
e p

riv
i-

lege pulled aw
ay, on such m

at-
ters as his role in m

aintaining 
th

e o
il-Im

p
o

rt q
u

o
ta sy

stem
, 

w
h
ich

 a p
resid

en
tial stu

d
y
 

group said costs the public $5 
billion in extra oil paym

ents a 
y
ear, th

e IT
T

 case an
d
 o

th
er 

d
ecisio

n
s in

v
o
lv

in
g
 b

u
sin

ess 
regulations and policies. 

N
ow

, his relative im
m

unity 
fro

m
 C

a
p

ito
l H

ill sc
ru

tin
y

 
m

ay
 b

e ab
o

u
t to

 ch
an

g
e. In

 
th

e S
en

ate last F
rid

ay
, a b

ill 
extending the E

xport C
ontrol 

A
ct fo

r tw
o

 m
o

re y
ears, al-

ready approved by the S
enate 

B
an

k
in

g
 C

o
m

m
ittee, w

as re-
ferred

 to
 th

e S
en

ate F
o

reig
n

 R
elations C

om
m

ittee for study 
of one of its titles, w

ith orders 
th

at th
e C

o
m

m
ittee sen

d
 it 

back to the floor in ,'.10 
T

h
e
 p

a
rtic

u
la

r title
 to

 b
e
 

stu
d

ied
 b

y
 th

e F
o

reig
n

 R
ela-

tions C
om

m
ittee gives perm

a-
nent statutory status to the ex-
istin

g
 C

o
u

n
cil o

n
 In

t.-m
.1a-

done E
conom

ic P
olicy in the 

W
hite H

ouse, w
hich F

lanigan 
heads. 

C
o

m
m

ittee C
h

airm
an

 F
ill-

b
rig

h
t serv

ed
 n

o
tice a y

ear 
ago, long before F

lanigan w
as 

related to the job in any w
ay, 

th
a
t h

e
 in

te
n
d
s to

 a
d
d
 a

n
 

am
en

d
m

en
t m

ak
in

g
 th

e p
o
st 

o
f ex

ecu
tiv

e d
irecto

r o
f th

e 
council subject to S

enate con-
firm

atio
n

—
w

h
ich

 isn
't th

e 
case at p

resen
t, T

h
is m

ean
s 

th
at F

lan
ig

an
 w

o
u

ld
 h

av
e to

 
be approved by the com

m
ittee 

a
n

d
 th

e
 S

e
n

a
te

 in
 o

rd
e
r to

 
stay in the post. 

A
ssu

m
in

g
 F

 u
ib

r ig
n
t 's 

a
m

e
n

d
m

e
n

t c
a
rrie

s, th
is 

m
eans that F

lanigan could be 
called

 b
efo

re th
e co

m
m

ittee 
for confirm

ation hearings and, 
o

n
c
e
 c

o
n

firm
e
d

, p
ro

b
a
b

ly
 

co
u

ld
 b

e called
 b

ack
 ag

ain
 to

 
rep

o
rt o

n
 th

e activ
ities o

f h
is 

office,. In any event, the com
-

m
ittee w

o
u
ld

 g
et at least o

n
e 

crack at questioning F
lanigan 

d
u

rin
g

 th
e co

n
firm

atio
n

 p
ro

-
ceedings. 

T
he irony of the situation is 

th
at th

e ex
p
o
rt co

n
tro

l b
ill 

w
as actu

ally
 p

assed
 b

y
 th

e 
S

enate last T
hursday on a rou-

tine call of the calendar of re-
ported bills. H

ow
ever, passage 

w
as nullified the follow

ing day 
after F

ulbright asserted juris-
d

ictio
n

 o
v

er th
e sectio

n
s in

-
v
o
lv

in
g
 th

e co
u
n
cil, an

d
 th

e 
bill subsequently w

as referred 
to F

uibright's com
m

ittee. 


