Wh% House Runs ITT Countérdttack?

By Sanford J. Ungar

‘Washington Post SBtaff Writer

The White House, an-
gered by the length and the
scope of _Senate Judiciary
Committee  hearings con-
-cerning the International
Telephone and Telegraph
Corp., is directing a major
effort to discredit columnist
Jack Anderson and the ITT
memorandum he published
which got the hearings
started.

The effort includes feed-
ing negative material about
Apderson and other infor-
mation be be used in the

members of the Senate and
to the press.

In its campaign to disap-
prove the implications in

the. memorandum allegedly
written by ITT lobbyist Dita
D. “Beard, 'the White House
has also used the. resources
of the Republican National
Committee, the Committee
for the Re-election of the
President and the Justice
Department. J

"The most dramatzc sue-
cess- so far came last night
when  Mrs. Beard, through
her. personal . atforney, - re-
]eaaed a statement calling

uuuncement in Denver was
timed to coincide with a si-
multaneous release of her

‘statement here in' Washing-

ton by Senate. Bepubhcan
leader Hugh Scott. .

‘Both from ,the Sanate and 5
_the White: House there have

been. repeated lnnts in the
last ' eouple ‘of “days that

:there -would be a, major de-

velopment . relating to. the
disputed memurandum. and
when it came last night, it
was. no secret that -the ad-
ministration, through con-
taets. - with . the. attorney,
David W, Fleming. had

Mrs., JBeards official’ re-
sponse would be. L.
The memorandum, pub-
lished by Anderson almost
three weeks' ago, ' directly -
linked ~séttlement ‘of three
antitrust® cases against ITT
by the Justice Department '
to the corporation’s offer of
severdl, “hundred’ thOusnnd__
dollars to’ bring this yedar's |
GOP: natlnnal cumrention to
San Diego." P -

Acting Attorney General_
Richard G Kleindienst re- |
quested the Judlcia.ry Com- .|
mittee ' hearings ' on the '
Beard memo - and’ ofher ;

~SeeITT Alﬂ CoLl

hear;ngs to © Republican the memo 2 fra:ud The an-

i =t

ITT From Al

eharges made by Anderson
in order - to “elear - .up nny.
“cloud” over his nomination -

for the eabinet post. .

But by, yesterday the A

MWhite House, reportedly on
the personal instruetions of
President Nixon, was coordi-
nating an attempt to end the

-hearings as quickly as possi- -

L*Atterv # -seven“man - sub-
‘rommittee  postponed ;. its
plans for'a'trip te Denver o .-

ew Mrs. Beard jn'her -

' pltdl Toom, Sen. Marlow
W, Cook" gR-.Ky )—a leader

qt the adﬁg;?tnﬁqn effort
i ay. to *do
}"el'yf ¢ % %o er’’ to

brevent‘any other witnesses
'ﬂ:om being called until the
gi,ﬂng Mrs, Beard has testi-

: r pm:é Mrn,_Beard has. I:een ;

ard from,-and has :pnesum-

reaffirmed the cantents :

-*QF!‘ her istatement, Republi-
i(‘;;ns ol the yJudiciary Com-
mittee ‘are expected ¢ push

ey wfIlf ‘argue, as-does

+Th
1&3 White: Housé, that no

improprieties have been
demonstrated and that.the
Senate should move forth-
with to confirm Kleindienst
as Attorney General.

But Demograts: on the
committee -~ will' continue
pushing- for a full explora-
tion of ‘the IPT affair, in-
cluding - testimony from
White . House' aide Peter M.
Flanigan and dbout a dozen
other witnesses, . - - -

Caugh{, in thé middle is

known. well in advance what -

,adjourhment of the

committeé¢ chairmansJames
0. Eastland (Der&S ¥ who is
symfpa.thetid - with: ~Klein-
dienst’ and- the Justice:'De-
partment,;but. is under pres-*
sure from ‘his Democratic”
colleagues ' to‘ permit thé
hearings to continue. )

In the meantlme one -
ranking Justice' Department‘ '
official told The Washington
Post yesterday “there will be
“a continuing effort" to dis-
credit Anderson.”.

The official ad&‘ed that he
“would not be' surprised” if
Vice President: Spire T.
Agnew were also to launeh a’

“geries of speeches deuoun&_,

ing the press for the Way b ¢ S9N

. which it has-covered 'the- 2
- ITT hearings.

Already, Senate Republi-
cans have criticized the
press in a daily barrage of
complaints about specific ar-
ticles about the hearings. At
the same time, Ken W.
Clawson, deputy director of
communications  at- -the
White House,. has tele-
phoned editors to complain
about the news covérage.

In the only sign of a con-
cession to administration
critics, the Justice Depart-
ment has discreetly shifted
to Acting Deputy Atforney
General L. Patrick Gray III
the task of deciding which
internal government docu-
ments may be released to
the Judiciary Committee
and which ones may not. - :

At a Justice Department

' meeting yesterday morning,

Gray decided to make avail-
able most of the material re-
quested by Sen. Edward M.
Kennedy (D-Mass.) and oth-
ers pressing.the investiga-
tion.

However. he Spemﬁcally

et s e A .




excludea irom reiease une
Antitrust Division’s file con-

cerning  settlement nego- -

tiations in the ITT cases and
another “file relating to the
decision not to press a dis-
crimination suit against a
California real estate firm.

Democrats. on the Judici- -

ary Committee had charged
Klemdienst with a conﬂict

of interest for making eru--
cial decisions on the release..

of materials in a case that

‘inveolved . -him "as a cent.ral_

figure. Lie,f

Administration- ‘sources in.

sisted’ yesterday: that while
the White House may have
come. to regret Kleindienst’s
decision to call for the ITT
hearings, the President is
firm in his refusal to with-
draw the nomination or oth-
erwise - ‘weaken- the. high-

Tevel support for IKlein-

dienlt. - :

i Presidentml press .secre-
‘Ronald L. Ziegler as-

serted. m 4. White, Houso

bHeﬂng yesterday. that he |
ad not “observed” anyone. |
ere working on. thé ITT |

‘case ‘or the effort to dis-

-credit ‘Anderson and the'

’Bea:rd memorandum. o
“The ‘- Senate Judictary
Committee doesn’t usually
come to us for help in held-
ing hearings,” Ziegler siad.
‘"Pressed to tell “whether

the White House 'had been :

providing material to Cook,
Ziegler- said, “Not that T
know . of; but. you'll have to
ask Se:mbor Caok,” -

. The Senator, in sn inter- .|

view before he leff for his
daughter’s wedding in Ken-
tucky, told The Washington
Post; “I' have as much of a
right to. protect my sources
as Jack Anderson.”

A’ staff aide to Cook, how—
ever, revealed ' that the
White House was coordinat-
ing the effort and that Cook
had been dealing “directly”
‘with the White House staff,
the Justice Department and
-the 'Republican- staff of the
Judiciary Committée. - .
. Senatorial = aides . eited
‘these specific instances of

. material provided -to Repub-

lican senators by the. White |

‘House:
- A statement released by .

Cook last. Weekend alleging
a  “conspiracy” between
Democrats on the committee
and Anderson, because the .
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columnist's associate, brit
Hume, provided them with
his notes on an intérview

. with Mrs. Beard...

® A rebuttal by Sen.Nor-

“ris Cotton (R-N.H.) to an at-

~tack on White House aide
Flanigan . by Sen. Thoma
Eagleton (D-Mo.) as “Mr.
Fixit” for big business.

~As Cotton delivered his ri-
poste to Eagleton, reporters
observed two aides to Flani-
gan in the Senate gallery
.following the speech from a
“prepared text. :

»® Last Tuesday, Sens.
‘Barry ' M. Goldwater and
Paul J. Fannin, both Repub-
licans -from  Arizona, re-
leased - statements support-
ing Kleindienst and attack-
ing Anderson. .

‘The origin of the state-
ments “was revealed when

~the press secretaries to the
..two 'senators were at first
.mistakenly identified as
" aides of the Republican Na-
‘tional Committee,

® Tuesday morning, Cook
‘read to'an executive session’
- of the Judiciary Committee
a statement alleging that
Mrs. Beard and Opal Ginn,.
Anderson’s secretary, had a |

‘“close relationship” and

were = “drinking ° compan- |
:ions.” s
. That was followed by

" Cook’s release of a ‘photo- |
graph showing the two wom-
en at a party at the Shera-.

_ton Carlton hotel here,

Yesterday, Ziegler -asked

-'a reporter from- The Post
-why more attention had not

been paid to “the leads sug- |
gested by Senator Cook.”
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