| Mrs. Beard Can’tRe-TesTif§

For 6 Month

By Sanford J. Ungar
Washington Post Staff Writer

DENVER, March 27—Doc-
tors said today that ITT lobhy-
ist Dita Beard will not be able
to testify again before the
Senate Judiciary Committee
for “the next six months or
more.” She collapsed with a
heart seizure during question-
ing Sunday. )

At the same time, her attor-
ney, David W. Fleming, said
he could produce two wit-
nesses who would corroborate
Mrs. Beard’s version of a
meeting Feb. 24 in her Arling-
ton, Va., home with Brit
Hume, an associate of syndi-
cated columnist Jack Ander-
son.

Mrs, Beard was subpoenaed
by the Senate after Anderson
published a memorandum
which linked Justice Depart-
ment settlement of three anti-
trust cases against Interna.
tional Telephone and Tele-
graph Corp. to the eorpora-
tion's vpledge of at least
$200,000 to the Republican Na-
tional Convention in San
Diego,

Fleming said the two poten-
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tial witnesses, Walter Benning
of ITT and Beverly Sincavage,
Mrs, Beard's secretary at the
ITT Washington office, were
at Mrs. Beard’s home that
night. Benning, he said, was
“no more than 11 feet away”
when the convefsation took
place. Fleming said Benning
heard Mrs. Beard tell Hume

,/Q/f)cto,ns Say |

that she had never written the

memo published by Anderson.
Hume, on the contrary, has |

told the committee that Mrs,

. Beard repeatedly confirmed

‘writing it. o,
It was the first time in the
three-week-old . - controversy

.that anyone suggested. the
Hume-Beard meeting had been
. witnessed. In fact, attarney
Fleming said, there were two
other people in the house as
-well although they were too |
far away to overhear the con-
versation in the kitchen.

The dispute over the memo
had delayed confirmation of
Richard G. Kleindienst as At-
torney General. Today, Senate
Republican leader Hugh Secott
of Pennsylvania said the hear-
ings were “an exercise of irre-
levance, total irrelevance.”
Scott said a majority of the
Senate is prepared to vote im-
mediately to confirm Klein-
dienst,

It was Kleindienst himself
who asked that the Senate Ju-
diciary hearings be regpened
after publication of the memo
in Anderson's column. After
Mrs. Beard was located in a
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Denver hospital suffering
from a heart ailment, seven
members of a special Senate
Judiciary subcommittee ar-
ranged to fly out to guestion
her from her hospital bed.

She ,was to be guestioned
over ‘a period of three days, in
80-minute sessions twice a day
with doctors present. An hour
into the second session Sun-
day she developed severe
chest pains and the guestion-
ing was stopped. Today most
of the Senators and staff mem-
bers flew back to Washington.
One of Mrs. Beard’s doctors,
osteopath Dave T. Garland,
said today at Rocky Mountain
Osteopathic  Hospital:  “It
would be very difficult to
state that she would ever be in
a position to be on the stand
at the committee hearings in
Washington with the protec-
tion that she had here”—in-
cluding constant electronic
monitoring of her heartbeat.

Joined by Dr. Lewis M. Rad-
etsky, an osteopath specializ-
ing in heart and internal ill-
nesses, Garland called upon
the Senate committee to
quash the subpoena issued to
Mrs. Beard “if possible.” '

Dr. Radetsky said this after-
noon that Mrs. Beard’s condi-
tion had improved considera-
bly since her attack of chest
pains Sunday, but that she

would be under intensive care|

for several more days.

The doctors spoke to a press
conference at the hospital
with two California lawyers
representing the 53-year-old
lobbyist. :

While Fleming was calling
for an expansion of the Judici-

ary Committee’s witness list to|
include Benning and Miss Sin-|
cavage, Sen. Scott and Sen.|
Roman Hruska (R-Nev.) held a|
news conference in Washing-

ton denouncing the hearings
as a “political circus” and ask-
ing that they be cut off imme-
diately.

Scott said there would be an
executive session of the Judi-
ciary Committee next week
after the Senate returns from
its Easter recess, and pre-
dicted that the committee
would vote 12 to 4 to call for
an immediate vote on the Sen-
ate floor on Kleindienst’s con-
firmation.

. The Judiciary Committee
hearings are scheduled to re-
'sume Wednesday morning
jwith further testimony from

At his press conference
here, Fleming attacked Ander-
son and Sen. Edward M. Ken-
nedy (D-Mass.) for “their com-
plete ruthless and obsessive
disregard for anything save
the attainment of their own
objectives - whatever they
might be.”

“That a sick and distraught
woman responsible for the up-
bringing of five children has
been driven to the point that
she would risk her very life to
ensure that the truth be made
public,” Fleming said, “is a
sad and disgusting commen-
tary on the almost untram-
meled power of Jack Ander-
son, an arrogant and brazen
journalist and his pathetic
mud-raking investigator Brit
Hume.”

Fleming portrayed Mrs.
Beard's effort to renounce the
alleged memorandum as a
fight “to buck a multi-billion
dollar conglomerate.” . -

In her testimony Sunday
Mrs. Beard desecribed a trip to
New York during which she
had been unable to convince
ITT executives that she didn’t
write the memorandum pub-
lished by Anderson. t
~ Fleming acknowledged that,
despite her criticism of ITT,
the corporation is paying all
of his legal fees and costs in
representing Mrs. Beard.

The lawyer alse deseribed
Mrs. Beard’s Washington phy-
sician, Dr. Victor L. Liszka of
Arlington, Va., as “a very con-
fused and rather frightened
individual.” )
- Dr. Liszka testified under

Mrs. Beard had told him she
wrote the Anderson-publislhed
memorandum, but was “mad
and disturbed” at the time.

Fleming explained the dis-
crepancy between Dr, Liszka’s
testimony and that of Mrs.
Beard this way: “He is a man
of Hungarian extraction. It is
very difficult for him some-
times to translate from Hun-
igarifm to English to Hungar-
an.’

One of the members of the

special Judiciary Subcommit-
tee, Sen. Edward J. Gurney
(R-Fla.) said that his own con-
clusion from the hearings was
that * “someone wrote the
memo (attributed to Mrs.
Beard) to get her.” He de-
clined to speculate on who
that might have been.
' There was a continuing, con-
troversy here today over how
ITT obtained the original copy
of the memorandum published
by Anderson in order to have
private chemical tests per-
formed on it,

After the FBI said last Fri-
day that it was unable to con-
firm that the Anderson-pub-
lished memo was “a fraud” as
contended by Mrs, Beard, ITT
released the results of its own

tests, concluding that it was|
written as recently as January ||

or February of this year,
rather than on June 25, 1971,
as the FBI tests had indicated.

“The FBI tests didn't go
deep enough,” Fleming said
today, but he insisted that he
did not know how ITT ob-
tained the original memo for
its tests.

Judiciary committee aides
here for Mrs. Beard's testi-
mony said the committee had
never made the memo availa-
ble to ITT. “You’ll have to ask
the FBIL,” the aides said.

An FBI spokesman in Wash-
ington, however, declined com-
ment.

«

oath earlier this month that|

‘ITT president Harold S. Ge-
neen.
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