‘Senators Reach Compromise:
9 More Days on Kleindienst

By Sanford J Ungar

Washington Post Staff Writer
The Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee agreed tentatively yes-
terday to extend its hearings
-on"the nomination of Richard
G. Kleindienst as Attorney
General for another nine days.

. Under the terms of a com-
promise drafted by Senate Ma-
jority '"Whip Robert C. Byrd
(D-W.Va.), the hearings will
continue through- April 20, and
the committee will send its
recommendation on the Klein-|.
dienst nomination to the Sen-
ate floor a week later. “wirw

In a vietory for Sen. John V.
Tunney (D-Calif.), the commit-

tee provisionally agreed toin-|

vestigate charges in a recent
Life magazine article that Jus-
tice Department officials and
prominent supporters of Presi-
dent Nixon interfered  with
criminal prosecutions in Suuth
ern California,

It also approved a lengthy
prospective  witness list that
includes White House aides
Peter M. Flanigan and Wil-
liam Timmons.

The strict time limit im-
posed by Republicans, how-
.ever, makes it a practicial im-
possibility that the committee
can question all of the people
sought by the Democrats.

Committee Chairman James
Q. ZEastland (D-Miss.) pre-

dicted that the Byrd compro-
mise would be formally ap-
proved at another executive
session of the panel called for
this morning.

. But - Democrats, including
Sen. Edward M. Kennedy of
Massachusetts, who forced a
delay of the vote until today,
warned that they may turn
against the compromise unless
they obtain “procedural pro-
tections to make the hearings
effective.”

Kennedy explained that this
could include an arrangement
to submit written questions in
advance to some witnesses,
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The Nebraskan, ranking Re-
publican on the committee,
labeled the Byrd motion an
“abomination.” Scott charged
that some Democrats, includ-
ing Kennedy, “would like to
keep these hearings going
clear up to the Democratic
nominating convention.”

Kennedy acknowledged to
reporters after the meeting
that on April 20 the Democrats
may try to force a further ex-
tension of the Xleindienst
hearings on the basis of in-
formation elicited in the
meantime.

He insisted that if the Byrd
compromise is adopted, “we

clude” the hearings. Other
Democrats suggested that on
April 27 the committee ecould
submit an interim report on
Kleindienst to - the - Senate
rather than 'a final recom-
mendation. - e
Tunney’s proposal —which
would have permitted an in-
definite continuationn of the
hearings—was - abandoned in
favor of Byrd’s motion after it
appeared to have only five
favorable votes in the commi
tee. . )
Senate sources said- those
five were Tunney, Kennedy,
Philip A: Hart (D-Mich), Quen-
tin N. Burdick (D-N.D.) ‘and
Charles McC. Mathias (R-Md.),
Mathias was reported to be
under considerable pressure
from .the White House to vote
with the Republicans, and thus
welcomed the opportudity to
switch to the Byrd compromise
measure, . b

[ Four committee members—
John L. McClellan (D-Ark.),
Sam J. Ervin (D-N.C.), Birch
Bayh (D-Ind.) and Hiram L.
Fong (R-Hawaii)}—were absént
from the executive session yes-
terday. ) i
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publicans, they will he per-
mitted to vote hy proxy on
the: Byrd eompromise today.
Tempers flared during yes-
terday’s executive session, com-
mittee sources said, with
Hruska and Tunney quarreling
frequently ‘over the proper
scope and length of the Klein-
dienst hearings. ©. " .
Several = Democrats - com-
plained privately that Senate
Majority Leader Mike Mans-
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|severed faom the investigation

into the ITT affair, .
He backed down somewhat
from that position yesterday,
saying that “every legitimate
question raised should be an-
swered and every legitimate
witness should be called.”
Mansfield added, however, that
he does not want to see “a
witch hunt.”

In other comment on the
case yesterday, Sen. J. Glenn
Beall (R-Md.) accused the

Democrats of “gross hyproe-

risy” for allegedly using the published memo, Geneen's

hearings to “cover up their
own party’s failures in anti-

frust cases against conglomer-
ate corporations.”

As in the past, statements
by Beall and other Republi-
cans in defense of Klein-
dienst and against continuing
the hearings were distributed
to newsmen in envelopes with
the return address of the Re-
publican National Committee,

Tunney suggested yesterday
that if the San Diego Union
interview with Wilson holds
up, there is “a possibility of
three counts of perjury”
against Mrs, Beard, ITT Pres-
ident Harold S. Geneen and
William R. Merriam, head of
ITT’s Washington office,

The transcript contradicts
Mrs. Beard's assertion that

|she never wrote the Anderson-

claim that no more than $200,-
000 “was ever suggested as
ITT’s contribution to the con-
vention, and Merriam’s”insist-
ence in an affidavit that he
never received fthe memo.

told San'Diego reporter Rob-
ert E..Cox that “Jack Ander-
son had, the original not just
a copy, but ‘the urigina]
memo.” .

Wilson also appearad to con-

memo published by Anderson:
“Please destroy his, huh?"
Mrs. Beard has subsequenﬂy

memo to Merriam ‘concerning
the convention, but that it rlid
not include t.hat sentence or
several ‘others .in the version
obtained by Anderson.
Gene Gregston, editor of
The San Diego Union—a posi:

Klein, director of communica-
tions . for the White ‘House—

said yesterday that portions of
the Wilson interview were not
published after it was taped
on March 3, because “a lot of
these things didn't seem im-
portant at the time.” bt

In the IqteMew. Wilson |

firm the 1last sentence in the|

claimed that she wrote al

tion once held by Herbert G.

' I
He explained that the signif-
icance of some of Wilson's
statements was not clear until
the tape had been carefully re-
viewed by Cox and reporter
Walter Gordon of The Balti-
more Sun last week.
Gregston also complained
that Tunney had ‘“violated an
implied source-reporter rela-
tionship”. by releasing the
transeript of the 1nterview

yesterday




