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Former Attornely General
Ramsey Clark  yesterday
branded as examples of “utter
madness” last week’s advocacy
by the current attorney gen-
eral, Richard G. Kleindienst,
that the death penalty be re-
stored for certain crimes, and
a proposal by New York Gov.
Nelson
mandatory life sentences be
handed to narcotics peddlers
and violent addicts.

In an opening address to a
national assembly on legal jus-
tice, which convened here for
a week-long series of hearings,
Clark was sharply critical of
what he termed “constant vio-
lence and (prison) segregation
as problem-solvers.”

“Americans will renounce
violence and segregation (of
offenders) or it will fall vietim
to the inhumanity that it will
create. It's not going to be the
club, the gun, the iron bar and
the stone walls that solve this
(criminal justice) problem . . .
It will be character,” said
Clark.

The nation’s eriminal justice
system, Clark said, has been
“characterized by negleet,
through and through,” begin-
ning with the police, extend-
ing through the courts and
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ending with the state and fed-
eral penal systems.

Clark assailed what he
termed a prevailing “paramili-
tary concept” of police fune-
tions and urged a restructur-
ing of the traditional law en-
forcement institutions.

“The police must conceive
of themselves as civil servants
. 8s working for the people
and being of the people,” the
former attorney general said.

Of prisons, Clark said, “We
are manufacturing crime and
we know it. More addicts are
walking out of prisons than
going in.” He urged that con-
finement be used only as a
“last resort,” and that, instead,
community-based correctional
programs be expanded to re-
habilitate offenders.

Citing Gov. Rockefeller's
proposal for mandatory life
terms—without  parole—for
narcoties sellers, Clark said,
“It reflects an utter madness
of a society that doesn't un-
derstand.” He applied the
same condemnation to Klein-
dienst’s proposal of death sen-
tences for persons convicted
of crimes such as hijacking
airplanes, assassinations bom-
bing building and killing
prison guards.

national  assembly,
wtuch will resume at 9:30 a.m.
today at Georgetown Universi-
ty’s Gaston Hall, is being
sponsored by the National Co-
ordinating Committee for Jus-
tice Under Law (NCCJL), a
Washington-based legal re-
form group.

Cosponsors are the congres-
sional Black Caucus, the Na-
tional Council on Crime and
Delinquency and the Ameri-
can Federation of State, "
County and Municipal Em-:
ployes (AFL-CIO). Rep. John
Conyers Jr. (D-Mich,) is chair-
man of the panel. )

The NCCJL complained yes-
terday that representatives of
the U.S. Parcle Board and the
U.S. Bureau of Prisons re-
jected invitations to attend
the hearings because ex-in-
mates are on the panel.

Calling the rejections part
of a “boycott,” Conyers said,
“The word is out that no mem-
ber of the executive branch
will participate.”

The hearings today will in-
clude testimony by two De-
troit judges, a black Chicago
police association official, a
New York City judge, Addison
Bowman, codirector of the
Georgetown legal intern pro-
gram, and D.C. Superior Court
Judge Harry Alexander.




